NEWSLETTER
Spring/Summer 2022

Upcoming Events
County Board Meetings
Tuesday, May 17, 2022
Tuesday, June 7, 2022
Tuesday, June 21, 2022
Tuesday, July 5, 2022
Tuesday, July 19, 2022
Tuesday, August 2, 2022
Tuesday, August 16, 2022

Board of Appeals &
Equalization Meeting
June 13, 2022 at 6:00 P.M.
County Board Room
Mille Lacs County Historic Courthouse
635 2nd St SE, Milaca, MN 56353

The Mille Lacs
Reservation
Decision and What
The Future Holds
United States District Court
Judge Susan Richard Nelson
issued a ruling that that the
61,000 acres established
under the 1855 Treaty at
Lake Mille Lacs had never
been disestablished. Page 6.

Historic
Courthouse
Reorganization
Learn about the
reorganization of County
departments in the Historic
Courthouse. Page 12.

If You Have to Call
911
PSAP Manager Andy
Beckstrom discusses
important tips to remember
when making an emergency
call. Page 16.

Recycling News
By Keenan Hayes, Zoning Administrator

Online Permitting
Now Available
Mille Lacs County has been working
with Minnesota software solutions
provider RTVision to implement a new
online permitting system. Beginning
this spring, all highway department
and zoning permits (driveway
approach, mailbox support, building,
land use, septic systems, etc.) will be
available online. Implementation will
be phased, and after a period of time
the county will no longer accept these
permits in paper form.

Mille Lacs County Local Recycling Trailers
Since the implementation of the Mille
Lacs County Recycling Program in 2020,
consistent and dramatic increases in use
have been observed every year. County staff
have increased the frequency in which these
trailers are being emptied to meet these
new demands. Many are surprised to learn
some of these trailers are emptied daily! It
is recommended that, when possible, users
take more trips with smaller loads to the
trailers. Those attempting to bring a month’s
worth of recycling at one time may find the
trailers don’t have the room for such a large
quantity. See below for recycling locations
and trailer schedules.

Milaca: 565 8th Street SE
Two Trailers;
One trailer emptied Monday; two trailers
emptied Tuesday-Friday.
Isle: 465 Isle Street W
Two Trailers;
One trailer emptied every day but Thursday.
Princeton: 10039 55th Street (Princeton
Town Hall)
One Trailer;
Trailer emptied Monday and Friday.
Onamia: 35617 125th Avenue
One Trailer;
Trailer emptied Monday and Thursday.

Trailer Site Emptying Schedule
Curious what happens to your recycling after you bring it to the trailers? Mille Lacs County Public
Works staff haul the trailers to Republic Services’ transfer station in Sartell, MN. After being
combined and graded, the recyclables are transported to material recovery facilities where they are
sorted and then delivered to end markets for the actual recycling process.

Accepted Recycling Materials:
• Brown, clear & green glass food & beverage
containers;
• Paperboard, cardboard;
• Paper, newspaper;

• Magazines;
• Plastics #1, #2, & #5;
• Milk cartons & juice boxes;
• Aluminum cans, steel cans, & tin cans.
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Online permitting is a major time saver
for county employees and applicants.
This process will allow contractors
and landowners to apply and pay for
permits from their personal computer,
tablet, or smart phone. This should be
great news to those who may live a
considerable distance from the Historic
Courthouse.
County staff have had extensive
training with RTVision and will be
ready and willing to help those who
are new to the process. Additionally,
a computer and document scanner
will be located in the rotunda on the
main floor of the Historic Courthouse
to assist those who do not have the
technology at home. Please visit
www.millelacs.mn.gov for more
information on how to create
your account and submit permit
applications.

2022
SPRING
CLEAN UP
EVENT
Milaca

Thursday, June 2, 2022
3 P.M. to 7 P.M.
Public Works Garage
565 8th Street NE, Milaca, MN 56353

Wa h ko n

Thursday, June 9, 2022
3 P.M. to 7 P.M.
Public Works North Maintenance Facility
6813 Highway 27, Wahkon, MN 56386

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE, ELECTRONICS, AND
APPLIANCES
Mille Lacs County is hosting two Spring Clean Up events this year; one in
Milaca and the other in Wahkon! These events are open to all Mille Lacs County
residents; please note that individuals will be required to show a driver’s license
or tax statement indicating residency or land ownership in Mille Lacs County. The
following items will be accepted at no-charge.
Household Hazardous Materials: agricultural pesticides, household cleaners,
paints, stains, automotive chemicals, lawn and garden chemicals, fluorescent
bulbs, rechargeable batteries, alkaline batteries, and related materials. Hazardous
materials utilized or generated by businesses are not accepted.
Electronics: televisions or monitors, keyboards, mice, computers, DVD/VCR/Blueray players, routers, game consoles, speakers, etc.
Appliances: clothes washers and dryers, refrigerators, stoves, freezers, dish washers,
microwaves, blenders, coffee makers, bread makers, handheld mixers, toasters, etc.
Please contact the Mille Lacs County Zoning Office at (320) 983-8308 for
additional information or visit: www.millelacs.mn.gov/2742.

By Susanne Hinrichs, Regional Director, U of M Extension

SOIL TESTING AVAILABLE
THROUGH THE U OF M
EXTENSION OFFICE

Spring is here and before you plant
your garden, your flowers, a lawn
or your crop consider soil testing.
Soil testing takes the guesswork
out of fertilizer recommendations,
ensures fertile soil without
pollution of the environment, and
makes good economic sense. The
Soil Testing Laboratory at the
University of Minnesota is part of
the Department of Soil, Water, and
Climate in the College of Food,
Agriculture, and Natural Resources.
The Soil Testing and Research
Analytical Lab’s recommendations
are based on laboratory results,
soil characteristics, crop history,
crop nutrient requirements and are
specific to Minnesota locations and
conditions. Sample test bags and
instructions are available at the
Mille Lacs County Extension Office
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Soil testing turnaround is
currently about two weeks.

at 320-983-8317.
Soil Testing Laboratory
website:
soiltest.cfans.umn.edu
For more information,
search for YouTube U of
Minnesota How to Take a Soil
Sample: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MhSfvTcsvSk

Small Cities Development
Program Funds Available

Mille Lacs Co un t y
Re districtin g
and Voting

By Mike Wimmer, Economic Development Manager
Mille Lacs County, with assistance from Lakes and
Pines Community Action Council (CAC) Inc., was
awarded grant funds from the Minnesota Department
of Employment and Economic Development
(DEED) through the Small Cities Development
Program (SCDP). These grants funds are to be used
to rehabilitate approximately 7 rental homes (the
renters must be of low and moderate-income) and 5
commercial buildings located in the cities of Foreston
and Pease.
Grant funds are loaned to individual property owners
for 7 years for the rental program, and 5 years for the
commercial program, at which time, if the property
is still owned and occupied by the original borrower
the funds are forgiven and considered a grant.
Eligible improvements can include replacing defective
plumbing, heating or electrical systems, roofing,
siding, windows, and doors. To qualify, applicants
must be current with property taxes, mortgage
payments, and have proof of current insurance on the
property.
Rental housing rehabilitation: The grant can pay

up to 80%, or a maximum of $20,000 towards
improvements. The remaining 20% of the total project
cost is the responsibility of the property owner, but no
household will be denied on the sole basis that they
cannot meet this requirement. In addition, applicants
must own a rental property in the target area of the
City of Foreston or the City of Pease.
Commercial rehabilitation: The grant can pay
up to 80% or a maximum of $40,000 towards
improvements. The remaining 20% of the project is the
responsibility of the applicant. Applicants must own a
commercial building in the City of Foreston or the City
of Pease.
Applications are available through Lakes and Pines
CAC, Inc. To request an application, contact the
Energy-Housing Department at Lakes and Pines CAC,
Inc. at 800-832-6082 or 320-679-1800, by email at
nicole.klosner@lakesandpines.org, by mail at 1700
Maple Avenue East, Mora, MN 55051 or on the web
at www.lakesandpines.org (click on Applications).
Women, minorities, and Section 3 residents and
businesses are encouraged to participate.

Cou n t y R ec or d e r ’s Offi c e
By Jackie Struffert, County Recorder
With the restructuring of County offices, the duties of several offices have changed. The
Recorder’s Office was developed with the primary functions of real estate document recording
and preservation, in addition to the maintenance of vital records. Permanent records of deeds,
mortgages, satisfactions, transfer on death deeds, affidavits and other real estate records are
recorded and filed in this office. The Recorder’s Office is considered the “library of property history”.
The records date back to the 1850’s.
Another important function of our office is vital statistics, which consists of certified birth and death
certificates, marriage licenses and certificates, military discharges, notary public and minister’s
credentials of ordination. If you have questions for the Recorder’s Office, please reach out to us at
320-983-8304. Thank you!
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By Brenda Eklund, County Auditor-Treasurer

S epti c S ys tem
Gr ants A v ai lable
Mille Lacs County is now
accepting applications for septic
system upgrade or replacement
grants and low-interest loans.
Contact the Land Services Office
at (320) 983-8308 or visit
www.millelacs.mn.gov for
additional information.

Re d i st r ic t i ng

in July.

Redistricting is a process done
once every 10 years, after the U.S.
Census has been completed. It is
the process of re-establishing the
boundaries of election districts
to ensure that the people of each
district are equally represented.
Earlier this year, the state
legislature had the responsibility
of redistricting Congressional
Districts, as well as the Minnesota
Senate and House Districts.
However, they did not get it done
in time and the State Supreme
Court released their plan on the
15th of February.

Election judges play an important
role in administering elections,
they serve an integral role in
ensuring our elections remain
fair and uncompromised. If you
are interested in becoming an
election judge the instructions and
form to file can be found online at
www.millelacs.mn.gov/1247 or by
searching “elections” on the Mille
Lacs County website.

It then became the responsibility
of local governments, including
county, city and school boards
to re-establish their precinct
boundaries.
Our County had significant
changes to the State House and
Senate districts. According to the
new maps, Mille Lacs County is
in Congressional District 8 (same
as previously), Minnesota Senate
District 10 and 27 (previously 15),
and Minnesota House District
10A, 10B and 27B (previously 15A).

E le c t ion s

The Auditor-Treasurer is
responsible for training election
judges and officials. This year we
will be training for election judges
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Vot i ng A bsente e

Early vote by mail or in-person
voting starts June 24, 2022 for
Primary Elections, and September
23, 2022, for General Elections.
You can come in person to the
Mille Lacs County Historic
Courthouse at 635 2nd Street SE,
Milaca, MN to cast your ballot
before the November elections.
The Auditor’s Office is open
Monday through Friday, from
8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. If you
have questions for the County
Auditor-Treasurer’s Office on
voting, please call 320-983-8310.
You can also go online to apply
for a ballot at www.mnvotes.org.
Election officials will then send
you the voting materials and
ballots once they are available.

The Mille Lacs Reservation
Decision and What The
Future Holds

years (including the 1913 Unites
States Supreme Court decision),
has received payment for all
61,000 acres of the former
reservation (including the one
allotment made to a Band
member).
•

On March 4th, United States District Court Judge Susan Richard Nelson issued a
ruling that that the 61,000 acres established under the 1855 Treaty at Lake Mille
Lacs had never been disestablished. Over the course of 93 pages, Judge Nelson
walks through why she believes almost 170 years of treaties and statutes do not
show clear Congressional intent to terminate the Mille Lacs Reservation.
•
From the County’s perspective,
while we respect Judge Nelson’s
ruling and the way she has presided
over this complex case, we believe
her conclusion is incorrect. We
also believe there are substantial
reasons to think that the Eighth
Circuit Court of Appeals could reach
a different conclusion. The record
in this case contains a long history
that supports the understanding that
the reservation was terminated,
including:
•

•

•

Created by an 1855 Treaty,
the Mille Lacs Reservation was
“ceded” to the United States
in an 1863 Treaty. Under Article
12 of that treaty, the Mille Lacs
Band were not required to leave
the land as long as they did
not interfere with the settlers’
persons and property.
The Band’s Article 12 rights were
later relinquished to the United
States under the Nelson Act in
1889.
In February 1875, in a meeting
with the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, Shaboshkung, the
principal chief of the Band at
the time, admitted he signed the
1863 Treaty giving away their
land. At the same meeting, the
Commissioner explained that the

Band had no reservation unless
Congress changed the treaty.
•

•

•

•

Two opinions issued by the
Secretary of Interior, one in
1877 and another one in 1891,
found that Mille Lacs was a
“former reservation” and “not a
reservation.”
Two Congressional resolutions,
in 1893 and 1898, affirmed those
decisions by the Secretary of
Interior by opening the entirety
of the “former reservation” at
Mille Lacs to settlement and land
sale to non-Band members.
In 1902, Congress appropriated
$40,000 for payments to the Mille
Lacs Indians who remained at
Mille Lacs as reimbursement for
their improvements on condition
they relocate to the White
Earth Reservation and take their
allotments there.
In a 1902 agreement between
the United States and the
“Mille Lac Chippewa Indians
residing on the former Mille Lac
Indian Reservation,” the Mille
Lacs Indians, and their legal
counsel, agreed to relocate
to White Earth and take their
allotments there. According to
the contemporaneous “Treaty
6

Journal” that documented the
details of the agreement, the
principal Chief for the Mille Lacs
Band acknowledged that Mille
Lacs is a “former reservation.”
•

A 1912 legal brief filed by the
Mille Lacs Band to the Court of
Claims stated that the Mille Lacs
Reservation was “extinguished
as an Indian reservation.” The
brief was written by one of the
attorneys who represented the
Band in the 1902 Agreement.

•

In 1913, the United States
Supreme Court stated that the
Mille Lacs Band “relinquished”
the reservation.

•

In United States v. Minnesota
(1926), the United States
Supreme Court found that
Minnesota had valid claims
to swamp lands at Mille Lacs
because the Court determined
that the land was not part of a
reservation.

•

All 61,000 acres of the former
reservation, except one 80.90acre allotment, were sold to nonBand members.

•

The Mille Lacs Band, through
the numerous treaties and
agreements over the last 170

•

A 1934 Department of Interior
opinion stated that Mille Lacs is
not a reservation and is different
from Leech Lake and other
Ojibwe reservations. What is
referred to as the “Mille Lacs
Reservation” in this opinion
are the lands bought by the
United States for Mille Lacs Band
members at Vineland, Isle and in
Pine County that are now known
as “trust lands.”
The 1936 Constitution of the
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe listed
all of the constituent Bands that
owned a reservation; the Mille
Lacs Band was not described as
having a reservation.
A long line of Supreme Court
cases, beginning with Solem
v. Bartlett, hold that there
are certain words that show
Congressional intent to
disestablish a reservation
including the words “cede,”
“sell,” “relinquish” and
“convey.” The Supreme Court
has explained that when
such terms are present in an
agreement, accompanied by
a commitment by Congress
to pay the Indian tribe for
the land, there is an “almost
insurmountable presumption”
that Congress intended to
disestablish a reservation. These
terms of art appear in three
treaties that ceded the former
reservation, and the Mille Lacs
Band received payment for the
former reservation.

What ’s Ne x t ?
Judge Nelson has scheduled a
hearing for August 11, 2022 to
hear Summary Judgment motions

that have been filed by the Band
regarding the remaining law
enforcement issues and remaining
motions by Defendants. Assuming
Judge Nelson enters a final decision
in the case following those motions,
something that will probably occur
in the fall of 2022, the case would
then be appealable to the Eighth
Circuit Court of Appeals.

The Impact of t he
Mille Lacs D e cision
The Band has conducted a full
public relations campaign—full-page
advertising, social media posts,
press releases and statements to
the media—to convince people
that nothing will change if the

“As a result, it is unclear if
and how the Band might
exercise criminal or civil
jurisdiction over nonmembers, their homes and
lands, or their businesses.
That deliberate lack of
clarity is worrisome and of
great concern...”
reservation still exists. A careful
reading of those statements,
however, will show that the
Band never makes an unqualified
commitment to that principle. As
a result, it is unclear if and how
the Band might exercise criminal
or civil jurisdiction over nonmembers, their homes and lands,
or their businesses. That deliberate
lack of clarity is worrisome and of
great concern to anyone who visits
or lives and works in the three
townships of Kathio, South Harbor
and Isle Harbor, the three cities of
Onamia, Isle and Wahkon, or the
approximately 50,000 acres of nonmember lands and homes that would
be part of “Indian country” if the
reservation was not disestablished.
Whether the original reservation
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still exists or whether the Band’s
“Indian country” is limited to its
3,000+ acres of trust lands matters
because of the continued federal
expansion of tribal authority. Tribes,
or the federal government, have the
ability to regulate environmental
matters affecting businesses
and individuals under the EPA in
lands that are considered “Indian
country”—reservation lands or
lands held in trust by the federal
government for a tribe. Recently
renewed amendments to the Indian
Civil Rights Act contain a provision
allowing tribes to bring a criminal
prosecution for a trial in the tribal
courts for a variety of offenses
even if neither the offender nor
the victim is Native. In 2017, the
Mille Lacs Band applied for and
received Special Law Enforcement
Commissions for Band police officers
to act with federal law enforcement
authority within the 61,000 acres.
In addition, the National Congress
of American Indians continues
to advocate in the courts and
in Congress for other changes
including the ability to tax internet
sales occurring on a reservation
and giving tribes the ability to
banish members and non-members
from a reservation. Each of these
expansions increases the chances
that non-Band members could be
denied their constitutional rights
by being under the jurisdiction
of a tribal government in which
they cannot participate, even for
activities occurring in their own
homes or on their own land. Should
the Band be successful in reestablishing the reservation, there is
little reason to believe these issues
will not confront Mille Lacs. It is for
this reason the County continues to
believe the reservation status must
be fully and definitively adjudicated.
By: Randy V. Thompson, Esq.
NOLAN, THOMPSON, LEIGHTON &
TATARYN, PLC
1011 1st Street South, Suite 410
Hopkins, MN 55343
Telephone No. 952-405-7171
E-mail: rthompson@nmtlaw.com
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•

Information and referrals
to other health and social
services.

This program is a Healthy Eating
Initiative through Mille Lacs
County.

We’re here for you! Call
Community and Veterans Services
for more information at
320-983-8208.
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A variety of healthy foods,
including fruits & vegetables,
milk, eggs, whole grain foods,
and more!
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•

Look for us at Community Events!
We are handing out PICK Cards that
can be exchanged for additional
PICK Bucks at the Farmer’s Market.
Cards can only be redeemed at
the Princeton Market during dates
listed on the card.



Princeton Farmer’s Market
Saturdays
July 9th- August 27th, 2022		
8:30 a.m. – Noon
Held at the Princeton Mall Parking
lot off Rum River Dr. South.




WIC staff provide:
• Information about nutrition
during pregnancy, and about
feeding your baby and young
children.

For Mobile Dental Clinic Event
locations and dates, please visit
the Mille Lacs County website at
www.millelacs.mn.gov and search
“Free Dental” in the search bar.
Appointments may be scheduled by
calling Children’s Dental Services
at 612-746-1530.
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Families provide nutritious
foods to their young children
so they are healthy, happy and
ready to learn.

Mille Lacs County Community
Health staff will be present during
the 2022 Farmer’s Market season
on the following dates and times.
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•

Due to a generous grant from
the Delta Dental of Minnesota
Foundation, children’s free dental
services are coming to Mille Lacs
County! Free dental services are
available to children, birth through
18 years of age, and pregnant
women.
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Support breastfeeding and
help new moms meet their
breastfeeding goals.

Starting this year, both children
and seniors (age 65+) that attend
the Farmer’s Market will receive
a $2 PICK Buck that can be used
to purchase fresh fruits and
vegetables! Please note that
children need to be present to
receive the PICK Buck.
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•

Free Children’s
Dental Services
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WIC is a nutrition and
breastfeeding program that helps
young families eat well and be
healthy. WIC can help:
• Pregnant woman learn about
nutritious foods for a healthy
pregnancy and birth.

Produce Influencing
Communities & Kids
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Minnesota Women,
Infants, & Children
(WIC) Program

ATOMIC HABITS
IN 2022
Many of us strive to achieve life-changing
moments, instances of inspiration that
change our course and vault us into
new futures. The truth is very often
the opposite: our lives are full of
monotonous decisions that, if we
stay consistent, will lead us to lifealtering conclusions. In short, we
are what we repeatedly do.

...the most effective
way to change your
habits is not to
focus on what you
want to achieve,
but on who you
wish to become.”

By Joe Walsh, County Attorney
Several months into 2022, many of us are already
questioning our New Year’s Resolutions, which are
often big goals that are unachievable in any one day,
week, month, or even year. If we reverse our thinking,
we can make our goals small and attainable enough to be
accomplished each day, one small decision at a time. The
overarching goal then becomes staying consistent. Over time,
each small choice will add up to a mountain of achievement. Each
day is a new opportunity to build or strengthen that new habit.

This is the basic premise of the book Atomic Habits by James Clear. He writes
that the most effective way to change your habits is not to focus on what you
want to achieve, but on who you wish to become. Forget about goals, and
focus on systems that send you in the right direction.
A system is simply a collection of habits that are designed to accomplish
your goal. To build your system, focus on small habits that you can make
into a daily routine. By building on that daily routine, you can benefit from
compound growth and achieve results that can seem unattainable at the
beginning. If you are not meeting your goals, it’s usually because you
have the wrong system, not because you don’t want to change.

shopping for 6 people, I was skeptical
but willing to give it a shot. I set a goal to do something on the machine every day, no matter what. My daily goal was,
and is still, simple: get 1% stronger every day. So far, mission accomplished—for 61 weeks and over two million pounds
lifted.
Environment is an incredibly important factor in what our habits are. Every habit is initiated by a cue, and we are
most likely to notice cues that stand out. For me, buying the machine (and putting it in my dining room where
I saw it every day) was a cue to remind me of the habit. It was in investment in myself to remind me that I was
something worth investing in. It is easier to build new habits when you have a new environment. Similarly, one of
the most practical ways to eliminate a bad habit is to reduce exposure to the cues that cause it.
As County Attorney, I try to apply these lessons to my job as well. Some offenders—especially those that
commit violent offenses—must be held accountable with prison sentences to protect the community from
their behavior. These offenders are generally identified by the Sentencing Guidelines
according to their criminal history score and the severity level of their offense.
Other offenders can benefit from supervision on probation, where we can
require individually tailored conditions like drug testing, no-contact
provisions, cognitive skills training, moral reconation therapy,
and more to give them more daily skills to achieve larger
goals.

A system is simply a
collection of habits that are
designed to accomplish your
goal. To build your system,
focus on small habits that
you can make into a daily
routine. By building on that
daily routine, you can benefit
from compound growth and
achieve results that can
seem unattainable at the
beginning.”

Essentially, we are giving nonviolent offenders tools to start
new habits, build productive
systems, and create fertile ground
to find employment and become
productive members of our
community. A more difficult—
but no less necessary—step
is encouraging offenders
to avoid the bad habits
and cues that led to their
unlawful activity. This is
difficult, and it is not always
successful, but it is the daily
work of probation agents at
the Department of Corrections,
especially in our newly formed Drug
Treatment Court. As a prosecutor,
we must always be on the lookout for
offenders who can benefit from these
opportunities, because prison generally
does not “fix” anyone and only protects our
community for a limited period of time.
As Clear writes, “time magnifies the margin between
success and failure. It will multiply whatever you feed it.
Good habits make time your ally. Bad habits make time
your enemy.”

For me, the pandemic forced a change by accident. Before
2020, I stayed in shape by playing pickup basketball a
couple of times a week. In late 2020, with pickup
basketball not an option, I needed something
new. I bought a weightlifting machine,
which observation has taught me
usually ends up as an expensive
clothes hanger. As someone
who had never lifted
weights in my life, other
than weekly grocery

We all have different visions of who we want to be. Maybe
you want to become a musician. Or a business owner. Or
an excellent fisherman. Or a lawyer. (Maybe not that last
one.) We can’t rise to meet our dreams without building
up our systems to bring us there. Whoever you want to be,
make 2022 work for you, not against you, one good habit at
a time. And then do the same for 2023. And 2024. And so
on.
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Hi s to r ic
C o ur t hou se
R eo r g a ni za ti on
Written by Dillon Hayes, County Administrator

In 2014, Mille Lacs County was exploring options to reorganize
offices in the Historic Courthouse. A considerable amount of
work was put into this effort, but in 2015 the project was
shelved. In 2021, the time was right to pick it back up and the
changes were completed in early 2022.

By Lynn Gallice, Shoreland Technician

What has changed?
In 2008, Mille Lacs County reorganized two departments
(Recorder’s Office and Zoning/Environmental Services) to
create the Land Services Office (LSO). This concept was taken
a step further in 2022, combining the Recorder’s Office,
Auditor-Treasurer’s Office, Assessor’s Office, and Zoning under
the LSO umbrella. However, when you visit the first floor of
the Historic Courthouse, you’ll find that there is still a window
dedicated to each Office, maintaining separate points of
contact for residents seeking assistance. There are also some
programs that were administered in LSO, including parks, trails
and county ditch systems, that have moved (back) to Public
Works.
At the same time, the management of county finances was
relocated to the Administrative Services Office (ASO). This
brought existing accounting staff in the Auditor-Treasurer’s
Office, Public Works, and ASO together. ASO is the office
responsible for providing services (human resources,
technology services, building maintenance, etc.) to other
county departments.

What is the benefit to Mille Lacs County citizens?
Duties and responsibilities were previously delegated to
various county officials in positions established by State
Statute. The Legislature later recognized that there can
be increased efficiency and accountability in the provision
of government services by reorganizing these offices, and
provided options for the county board of commissioners to
delegate duties and responsibilities as they see fit. These
objectives were the primary purpose for Mille Lacs County’s
reorganization efforts.
The organization of county departments by service area and
combining those offices whose primary functions are landrelated (land use, property values, property tax, and property
records) in LSO creates a shared vision and new opportunities
to improve customer service. The inclusion of financial
management in ASO reinforces ASO’s mission to provide all
other county departments the resources they need to serve
the citizenry, and provides for increased accountability
and transparency in the management of county finances.
Additionally, this reorganization led to reduced costs, while
at the same time addressing staff shortages and providing
opportunities for cross-training.

Did You Know that Mille Lacs County
has a County Agricultural Inspector?

Annual Soil & Water Conservation
District Tree Sale

A County Agricultural Inspector (CAI) is a fancy term for what most
people know as a Weed Inspector. In Mille Lacs County the Soil and
Water Conservation District handles the duty of CAI. Susan Shaw is
the CAI and Lynn Gallice is the Assistant CAI.

The Annual SWCD Tree Sale has come to a close. So why are we
telling you about the tree sale now? Because now is a great time
to start planning your tree planting project for next year! Our 2023
sale will begin next January. It seems like every year the trees sell out
faster than the year before, so this is your reminder to get yourself on
our e-mail list to be among the first to receive next year’s Tree Order
Form. Contact us through our website at
www.millelacsswcd.org or give us a call at 320-983-2160.

It is the Ag Inspectors job to enforce the MN Noxious Weed Law
and Seed Law, although in Mille Lacs County the MN Dept. of Ag
is currently handling most of the Seed Law duties. The Noxious
Weed Law aims to eradicate or control plants that have been deemed
harmful to people, livestock and the local economy.

Why all the yearly excitement about planting trees? Planting trees
is one of the best things we can do to protect our environment and
increase the value of our property. A single tree can absorb over one
ton of carbon dioxide in its lifetime and can add over $1000 to the
value of your home. Trees can help reduce flooding by allowing rain
water to soak into the ground and be taken up by the trees instead
of running across the ground into streams and rivers. A mature tree
can lift up to 100 gallons of water out of the ground in one day! Trees
also prevent soil erosion, attract wildlife and conserve energy through
shade and shelter belts.

Ag Inspectors work with local landowners, Townships and Public
Land Managers to control these harmful plants in Mille Lacs County.
They do this by being observant about what is growing in the county
and by talking to landowners and land managers about what they
are seeing and how everyone can work together to control noxious
weeds.
In Mille Lacs County, the noxious weeds that cause the most concern
are Leafy Spurge, Tansey, Spotted Knapweed, Wild Parsnip and
Canada Thistle. Visit the MN Department of Agriculture website for
information on how to identify these weeds.
www.mda.state.mn.us/plants-insects/minnesota-noxious-weed-list

For those of you that will be planting trees this year, here are a few
tips for success:
1) Get to know your tree species so you can plant the right tree in the
right spot.
2) Control weeds and grasses that will compete with your tree
seedling for soil moisture and sunlight.
3) Water your new trees. Give them a good soaking if it hasn’t rained
at least an inch or two during the week.
4) Do not use potting soils, black dirt or fertilizers. You want your tree
to have healthy growth in the existing soil type. Additives will cause
root bound trees with weak growth.
Is there a particular native Minnesota tree or shrub that you need for
your project next year? Give us a call to talk about what you need and
we will do our best to include it on our Order Form for 2023. Visit our
website www.millelacsswcd.org for information on the various species
we have offered over the years. Or give us a call at 320-983-2160.

Trees being loaded up at the tree sale.
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Considering Public Works
By Noelan Lange, Facilities Operations Manager
In 1974, Mille Lacs County built the main Public Works
Facility in the Milaca Industrial Park. During those 48
years, the Public Works Office required an update to add a
small addition for the Construction Services Department,
and the main garage area was upgraded from several old
oil furnaces to a natural gas infrared tube heating system.
After 48 years of continuous service, the facility is a clear
example of an excellent return on investment.

Current modernization conversations reflect on the need
to refurbish and bring up to code the main Public Works
Building’s office area and garage area. A new steel skin
will replace the original, with new service and overhead
doors. The office and garage area will be refitted with a
code compliant heating, cooling, and makeup air systems.
The carwashes and maintenance bay will be removed and
installed in an auxiliary building that will be better fit to
handle the ventilation needs for high moisture removal and
service work. A new pad and hoop shed will be erected to
handle the growing sand and salt capacity needs that are
necessary to maintain the County’s expanding roadways.

Like all structures, time and use have taken their toll.
While needing an update to meet current building codes
in the office and garage, the facility’s original steel skin
needs a replacement due to numerous leaks that appear
during rain showers and following a winter’s snow.
External fasteners which hold the steel skin in place
have now become an avenue for moisture to penetrate
the structure. The salt and sand storage has experienced
cracking/broken support posts due to the growing need
for storage capacity, in order to meet the demands of the
County’s expanding roadways.
Knowing the ageing facility requires modernization, the
past administration guided the conversation toward a new
facility built on property outside of the Milaca Industrial
Park. These conversations were met with Board concerns
due to the high cost of acquiring land and building a new
facility with auxiliary buildings. Under the County’s current
administration and budget constraints, the conversation
has been guided more by a review of what assets the
County owns and the reasonable refurbishment costs of
those assets like the main Public Works Facility.

Meet Your Court Administrator,
Megan Bergman

resolution of cases and controversies. So let’s show
an excellent example of just that.

Greetings! First, I would like to introduce myself. On
December 8th, 2021 I started as the new Mille Lacs
County Court Administrator. I am
excited to begin my journey here in
Mille Lacs County as I have a special
place in my heart for this community
where I began my married life in a
cute home on the North end of town
in Milaca back in 2002-2004.

Minnesota Court Records Online
System
Back in March of 2021 the Branch produced a court
customer website that can be used to access court
case documents without having to go to a court
facility. The system is called the Minnesota Court
Records Online (MCRO). Over 2 million documents
have been downloaded since its inception. Recently,
the site has been updated with new enhancements
that include the ability to search for cases using a
person’s name, a business name, or an attorney
name as well as by case number or citation.

After leaving Milaca, I began a career in Court
Administration in Isanti County as a Senior Court
Clerk in 2011. My background has brought me from
the Federal court in St. Paul and Minneapolis, Ramsey
County Court Administration in downtown St. Paul,
Minnesota Court Payment Center, and most recently
as the Isanti County Court Administrator. During
those years I acquired both my Bachelor’s degree in
Criminal Justice Leadership and Management and
also my Master’s degree from Concordia University
in St. Paul.

Users will also be able to view a newly enhanced
Register of Actions or summary of the case, that
details the events, hearings, parties, and financial
information. Currently, only certain public secured
documents are available to view from your own device.
Not all cases are public, but the Branch is excited
to be able to provide services that allow more easily
accessed resources that will help serve the people
of our communities. The last phase of the project
will roll out later in 2022 with more case types to be
accessed and will implement a fee for documents to
download and print.

In my spare time, I am a chauffeur to three teenagers
and have been married to my husband for 19 years.
We enjoy camping, hiking, cooking, campfires, and
movie nights. I am grateful for this opportunity to
serve this community and my commitment to you will
always be that we aim to serve this community with
the mission of providing justice through a system
that assures equal access for the fair and timely

To access the system or learn more go to:
www.mncourts.gov/Access- Case-Records/MCRO.
aspx

News

From your Local Court
Administration Office
In the end, giving new life to the original structure will
provide an environment necessary for the continued
success of the Public Works Department at a reduced cost
to the taxpayers of Mille Lacs County.
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By Megan Bergman, Court Administrator
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that might be lying around. Anything
that you can use to help us find the
correct location to send help.

If You Have to Call

911

Written by Andy Beckstrom, PSAP Manager
If you ever have to call 911, it is likely one of
the worst days of your life. Emergencies happen.
Issues occur. Even with all of the best intention
and prevention plans, there still remains a chance
that any one of us may be in need of emergency
services. Whether it be law enforcement, medical
services, or a fire department, nearly all of these
types of situations start with a call to a 911
dispatch center. No one wants to call 911, but
thankfully a team of professionals is always there
to answer this call.

Next, and this is probably
the hardest thing, try to stay
calm.
You’re most likely dealing with a
tense and stressful situation. We are
trained to handle this, and help you
through it, but taking a few seconds
to gather yourself and take a deep
breath can help move things along
significantly faster than just trying
to pour out all of the information

rapid fire. Our staff will be looking
for specific answers, and will ask
questions in that order to build
a picture of what is happening.
Trust this process, even if it seems
like you have ‘more important’
information to give first.

We also want to make you
aware of a few things that are
happening on our end.
The staff are excellent multi-taskers.
If you are answering questions that
seem never ending, rest assured
that help is already on the way.

Emergency Situation?
“Minutes can feel
like an eternity
in an emergency
situation, but if

The Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office Emergency
Communications Center (or Public Service
Answering Point – PSAP) is staffed by 10 full time
dispatchers. Specialists that have been trained on
how to take these types of calls and discern what
response is needed. The majority of this group
have 14+ years of experience and have fielded
almost every type of call you could imagine. In an
attempt to help ease some of the overwhelming
stress that you may be feeling during a call like
this, our team would like to offer up a few tips and
things to think about if you ever have to make this
call.

you keep some of
these tips in mind,
it can sometimes
make all the
difference in the
world.”

First and foremost, know your location.
Cell phones do not always give us accurate
location, and can sometimes only give us an area
of a few square miles. So if you’re in an unfamiliar
place, try to note where an address might be
posted, or what the business might be called.
While you’re driving, take a second to look at
notable landmarks, or what streets you might be
passing. If you’re in a residence, one tip that a
dispatcher might ask you to do is to look for mail
16

Try your best to remember:
• Your location.

Providing an accurate description of your
location will allow assistance to reach you
sooner rather than later.

• Remain calm.

Remaining calm is difficult in a crisis.
However, staying calm will help both you and
the dispatcher collect important information
concerning your situation.

Questions?
If you have an emergency, call 911.
If you have questions concerning the Public Service
Answering System (PSAP), please contact PSAP Manager
Andy Beckstrom at 320-983-8288 or
andy.beckstrom@millelacs.mn.gov.
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Our system automatically goes on
mute if we use the radio, so even if
you don’t hear us dispatching help,
either the call taker or their partner
is already working on a coordinated
response effort. Minutes can feel
like an eternity in an emergency
situation, but if you keep some of
these tips in mind, it can sometimes
make all the difference in the world.
We hope that we never have to talk
to you, but if you are in need of
emergency services, rest assured
that we are here 24/7 to help.
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Mille Lacs County, Minnesota

City of Bock

Borgholm

Commissioner Districts
District1 - Genny Reynolds

City of Foreston

District 2- Timothy Wilhelm
Milo

City of Pease

Bogus Brook

Provided by the MN Department of Human Services

District 3 - Phil Peterson
District 4 - Roger Tellinghuisen
District 5 - David Oslin

Greenbush

If you, or someone you know are finding it hard
to use the phone, the Telephone Equipment
Distribution (TED) Program can help!

HWY 95

The Telephone Equipment Distribution Program
is funded through the Minnesota Department
of Commerce, Telecommunications Access
Minnesota, and administered by the Minnesota
Department of Human Services. Contact Deaf
and Hard of Hearing Services Division for more
information!

The TED Program provides phones and devices
that make it easier to connect with family, friends
and services. There is no cost if you qualify. We
can also help you apply for discounts on phone and
internet services.

Voice or your preferred relay service: 800-6573663; Email: dhs.dhhsd@state.mn.us

Access to affordable phone service, whether it
is landline, wireless or internet, is important to
helping people stay connected. Lifeline and the
Telephone Assistance Program are two programs
that help make phone service more affordable.
Individuals who qualify can receive a discount on
their phone or internet service bill.
Learn more about the Telephone Equipment
Distribution Program on Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Services Division’s website: www.mn.gov/deafhard-of-hearing/communication-access/ted/. You
can download applications and read about new
services and devices.
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Princeton

District 2

City of Onamia

District 3

HWY 47
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City of Isle

Isle Harbor

South Harbor

City of Milaca

By Taylor Tollefson, Veterans Services Officer
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City of Wahkon

Kathio

Milaca

Veterans Services Update

Y2

District 5

W
HWY 27 H

Mille Lacs County Commissioners

Please reach out to Mille Lacs County Community
and Veterans Services at 320-983-8208 for
additional resources.

7

Sadly, military Veterans and their families have
experienced the daunting effects from these
hazardous chemicals. The VA has now added
three new conditions to the presumptive list as
the result of Agent Orange exposure.

Y4

The Department of Veterans Affairs has made
important changes this past year. These changes
affect benefits eligibility for Veterans and their
families. In particular, they concern Agent
Orange and similar defoliation agents known as
hazardous. During the Vietnam-era, chemical
agents were used as military warfare tactics.

HW

The expansion of these benefits emerged from
provisions of the National Defense Authorization
Act (Public Law 116-283) It is important that
those impacted by these changes receive their
earned benefits and seek guidance from their
local advocates. If you were denied benefits or
believe that you are currently eligible, please
contact your Veterans Services Officers for
more information. We are prepared to support
Veterans and their families who are seeking
assistance for VA benefits and healthcare.

N. Kathio

District 1

HWY 18

Presumptive conditions require a lower burden
of proof for benefits and claim development. The
three health conditions added to the VA’s list of
presumptive health conditions now include:
• Bladder Cancer
• Hypothyroidism
• Parkinsonism

City of Princeton

Genny Reynolds

807 N 3rd St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4613
District 1:
City of Princeton

Timothy Wilhelm
10287 55th St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4449

District 2: Princeton,
Greenbush, and Milo
Townships. City of Pease.

Phil Peterson

13827 140th St
Milaca, MN 56353
320-237-8351
District 3: Milaca Township;
Cities of Foreston and Milaca.

Roger Tellinghuisen
8868 110th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)369-4273

District 4: Bogus Brook,
Borgholm, Dailey, Hayland,
Mudgett, Page, Onamia and
Lewis Townships; City of Bock.

David Oslin

39635 State Hwy 47
PO Box 377
Isle, MN 56342
(320)676-8621
District 5: Bradbury, Kathio,
South Harbor, Isle Harbor and
East Side Townships. Cities of
Isle, Onamia and Wahkon.

Meet Your County Commissioners.

Learn how your County Commissioner can help you.
Regular County Board Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9 A.M. in the Historic Courthouse. The
public is welcome to attend. If you have any questions regarding County Board Meetings, please contact the Administrative Services
Office at 320-983-8218. Your County Commissioners have a vast array of responsibilities, including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish policies and procedures for administration of programs;
Review, adjust and adopt the annual county budget;
Authorize the levy and collection of property taxes throughout the county;
Monitor the overall fiscal health of the county;
Adopt a capital improvement plan covering major county expenditures over a series of years;
Adopt ordinances for enforcement of county-wide actions;
Approve county participation in joint powers agreements with other governmental units;
Represent the county on administrative/advisory boards and commissions.
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Contact The County

Have a question or comment? We are happy to help.
Department
Administrative Services
Office

Duties

Phone Number

•

Personnel Management

•

Technology Services

•

Facility Operations

•

Economic Development

•

Budget & Financial Management

Attorney's Office

•

Prosecutes Crimes

320-983-8305

Community & Veterans
Services

•

Social Services & Public Health

•

Financial Assistance & Child Support

320-983-8208

•

Veterans Services

•

Collects Court Fees & Fines

•

Jury Duty

•

Hearing Dates

Court Administration

Land Services Office

Assessor’s Office
•

Property Valuation & Classification

•

Administers homestead and other
property tax programs.

Auditor-Treasurer’s Office
•

Administers Property Taxes & Elections

•

Liquor, Tobacco, Auctioneer licenses

320-983-8218

320-983-8313

320-983-8311

Do you have an awesome photo that was taken in
Mille Lacs County? We would love to feature it!
Visit www.millelacs.mn.gov/2611 or contact
Kara Vatalaro Fussy in the Administrative
Services Office at kara.fussy@millelacs.mn.gov for
information on how to include your photo in an
upcoming newsletter!

320-983-8310

320-983-8304

Recorder’s Office
•

Document Recording & Land Records

•

Vital Records: Birth, Death, Marriage
Certificates; Marriage Licenses, Military
Discharges.

Zoning Office

320-983-8308
320-983-8458

•

Land Use Regulation

•

Building Permits

Probation Office

•

Supervision of juvenile &
non-felony adult offenders.

320-983-8202

Public Works

•

Maintains County Roads, County
Ditches, and Parks & Trails.

320-983-8201

Recorder's Office

•

Document Recording

•

Land Records

320-983-8304

•

Vital Records: Birth, Death, Marriage
Certificates; Marriage Licenses, Military
Discharges.

•

Law Enforcement

•

Custodial care of inmates.

Sheriff 's Office

Feature Your Photos in the Newsletter

SSTS Septic Systems

320-983-8250

•

Court-Related Services

Soil & Water
Conservation District

•

Water Quality & Soil Health Resources

320-983-2160

U of M Extension

•

4-H Extension Office

320-983-8317

Mille Lacs County Job Opportunities
Mille Lacs County has a variety of job openings
currently available! Visit www.GovernmentJobs.
com/careers/MilleLacs for additional information
on current openings or call Personnel Director
Karly Fetters at 320-983-8378.

Access the latest Mille Lacs County news & announcements, permits, licenses, job listings, and more!

Stay Connected: Sign up to
receive the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter via email!
Register online at:
www.millelacs.mn.gov/2617

Stay up to date on the latest county
news, job opportunities, and more.
www.facebook.com/
MilleLacsCounty
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Check out available job
opportunities at:
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/MilleLacs

Visit the Mille Lacs County
website for local news and
announcements.
www.millelacs.mn.gov

