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Upcoming Events
County Board Meetings
Tuesday, March 2, 2021
Tuesday, March 16, 2021
Tuesday, April 6, 2021
Tuesday, April 20, 2021
Tuesday, May 4, 2021
Tuesday, May 18, 2021
Tuesday, June 1, 2021
Tuesday, June 15, 2021

County Board of Appeal and
Equalization Meeting
Monday, June 14, 2021
6:00 P.M.

Understanding
Long-Term Care
Service Benefits

Update on
Reservation
Related Litigation

Learn about how
“non-homestead property”
affects Long-Term Care
Service benefits. Page 2.

Read the most recent
updates concerning Mille
Lacs County’s reservationrelated litigation. Page 10.

COVID-19 Vaccine
Wait List
If you work or live in Mille
Lacs County, you may
now register online to be
notified once a COVID-19
vaccination clinic is available
near you. Page 11.

Long-Term Care Service

Benefits
PART TWO OF A THREE PART SERIES
BY STEFANIE DILLAN, LEAD ELIGIBILITY WORKER;
HEATHER GLEM, LEAD ELIGIBILITY WORKER;
AND ERIN PIEPER, ELIGIBILITY WORKER.

What is “Non-Homestead Real Property?”
We hope you learned a few things from the first of three
“Long Term Care Service Benefits” articles printed in
the October 2020 newsletter. This time we would like to
expand on what it means to make a reasonable effort to
sell Non-Homestead Real Property.

is property that does not meet a definition to be excluded
as a countable asset and it has been determined that the
owner cannot return to the home. You will have six calendar
months from the date the owner permanently moves into
a nursing home to make a reasonable effort to sell the
property.

To review, what is Non-Homestead Real Property? This

What is considered a “Reasonable Effort” to sell
Non-Homestead Property?
A reasonable effort to sell requires three important criteria to
be met:

The asking price can be the Fair Market Value determined
by a licensed real estate appraiser if a person disputes the
accuracy of the Estimated Market Value. Unfortunately, a letter
from a real estate agent with a recommended market price or
comparable listings from the immediate neighborhood are not
acceptable forms to dispute the Estimated Market Value. A
person who disputes the Estimated Market Value, but cannot
afford an appraisal, can request a new Estimated Market Value
determination from the county in which the property is located.

1. The property must be listed with a real estate broker or the
property must be advertised as for sale using one or more public
forms of advertisement available to residents of the geographic
area where the property is located.
2. The property must be listed at an appropriate price; this
is determined by using the Estimated Market Value on the
tax statement. An exception may be when the accuracy of the
Estimated Market Value is disputed.

Reasonable efforts to sell the property must continue until the
property is sold; otherwise, the property becomes a countable
asset at the point reasonable efforts are no longer being made.
Verification of the listing will be required as well as continued
efforts.

3. The owner must not reject any reasonable offer to buy the
property.
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What is a “Reasonable Offer?”
The owner must attempt to receive offers at the Estimated Market Value rate or the
verified Fair Market Value rate, if the owner disputed the Estimated Market Value.
1. There is no defined minimum length of time that is required for an owner to try
and receive offers close to the Estimated Market Value or the Fair Market Value. The
reasonable amount of time is based on the current local market at the time of listing or
at the discretion of a Mille Lacs County Long-Term Care Eligibility Worker based on the
conditions in the local real estate market.
2. The property must be offered for sale on the open market before the owner may accept
an offer lower than the Estimated Market Value or the verified Fair Market Value. Failure
to do so may result in a transfer penalty.
3. An offer for less than two-thirds of the Estimated Market Value or the verified Fair
Market Value is not considered reasonable.
Example: An individual has been residing in a long-term care facility for more than six
months and does not intend to return to their home. The current Estimated Market
Value of their home is $275,000. A family member wishes to buy the home at a reduced
price of $200,000.
• The property must be listed on the open market at the Estimated Market Value or the
verified Fair Market Value for a reasonable amount of time before a reduced offer can be
accepted.
• If a higher offer is made during that time, this offer must be accepted to avoid a
transfer penalty.
• If another offer comes in during that time, but this offer is less than $200,000, the
family members reduced offer can be accepted.
• Adequate compensation was received at the reduced price because more than twothirds of the Estimated Market Value was received.
If an individual accepts an offer without following the guidelines set up by the
Department of Human Services, the difference between the Estimated Market Value
or the verified Fair Market Value and the sale price is an uncompensated transfer. An
uncompensated transfer is the transfer of an asset or income without receiving adequate
compensation.
Once the home is sold, the money received from the sale, after any potential liens are
paid, will go to the homeowner. A lien may be placed on the property if the homeowner
or their spouse received long-term care service benefits through the Medical Assistance
program. That individual will no longer be eligible for Medical Assistance and will revert
back to private pay status until the excess assets have been reduced to the $3,000 Medical
Assistance asset limit. The money received has to be spent on the individual’s needs.
The money received cannot be gifted or given away. If this does occur, this would be
considered an uncompensated transfer.
Next time we will expand on:
• Transfer penalties
• Uncompensated transfers
• Do I contribute my income towards the cost of care?
• Can I give part of my income to my community spouse?
If you have any questions regarding Long-Term Care Services for yourself or a family
member, please contact Mille Lacs County Community & Veteran Services Long Term
Care Unit at (320) 983-8208.
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Development Ordinance 101: Conditional Use Permits
By Michele McPherson, Land Services Director
Land uses in each zoning district are grouped into three
categories: allowed, conditional and accessory. Allowed uses
are self-explanatory as are accessory, but what are conditional
uses? Conditional (or in some ordinances, ‘special’) uses are
uses that have been deemed acceptable in a zoning district but
require additional scrutiny and evaluation before they can be
approved. An example of a conditional use in the Agricultural
Residential district is a Confined Animal Feeding Operation
which is a form of animal feedlot. Agricultural uses and farms
are allowed in the Agricultural Residential district, but a
Confined Animal Feeding Operation is a more intensive form
and requires additional scrutiny and evaluation of the use’s
impacts to surface water, traffic, odor, noise and other general
public health and safety.

consideration the physical relationship of the proposed use to
the surrounding properties, the probable hours of operation,
the activities to be conducted, and the number of people to be
assembled or to use the premises at any one time.
• The proposed use shall organize traffic access and parking to
minimize conflicting traffic movement on adjacent streets.
• Major excavation shall comply with all pertinent
sedimentation and erosion control regulations, and shall not
endanger structures or other improvements on any adjacent
property.
Staff prepares an objective analysis of the request using the
standards noted above and recommends conditions appropriate
to mitigate any impacts from the use in the analysis for
consideration by the Planning Commission. Neighbors within
one-quarter mile of the property are notified of a public
hearing held by the Planning Commission. The Planning
Commission, an advisor to the County Board, will review
staff ’s analysis and conditions, conduct the public hearing,
and combine the public testimony with the staff analysis and
recommend either approval or denial to the County Board,
typically with conditions. The County Board will then receive
the recommendation and can accept, deny or return the request
back to the Planning Commission for further deliberation.

How is a conditional use permit scrutinized and evaluated?
An application is submitted to staff which describes the use
and provides additional insight concerning the following
statements:
• The proposed use shall promote the objectives of the
Development Ordinance, and shall be consistent with The
Comprehensive Plan for Mille Lacs County.
• The proposed use shall conform to the districts and
conditional use provisions and all general regulations of the
Development Ordinance.

It should be noted that the burden is on the County to find
that the conditions cannot mitigate the impacts of the use such
that the use should be denied. By their nature, conditional
uses are presumed to be appropriate uses with additional
conditions. The public testimony is intended to provide input
to the conditions mitigating the impacts of the proposed
use. However, in some cases, the courts have found that
depending on the quality of the testimony, public input may
provide grounds for denying the request. A list of allowed and
conditional uses by zoning district can be found in Table 501
found on this page of the County’s website:
www.millelacs.mn.gov/2332.

• The proposed use shall meet all special standards, which may
be applied to its class of conditional use as set forth in this
Article.
• The proposed use shall not involve any element or cause
any condition that may be dangerous, injurious, or noxious
to any other property or persons, and shall comply with the
Performance Standards of Section 402 of the Development
Ordinance.
• The proposed use shall be sited, oriented, and landscaped so
that the relationship of its building and grounds to adjacent
buildings and properties does not impair health, safety, or
comfort, and does not adversely affect values of adjacent
property.
• The proposed use shall be consistent with, and not harmful
to, the environment of the neighborhood, taking into
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re-side,window, HVAC, plumbing,
pressure tests, and small
addition types of work.
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Mille Lacs County Environmental
Resources is currently the regulatory
authority for Subsurface Sewage
Treatment System permitting within
Princeton Township.
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MILLE LACS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

PURCHASES A DRONE
By Don Lorge, County Sheriff

T

he Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office purchased a
drone with the use of CARES Act funds. Drones have
become highly appealing to law enforcement as they
may reach areas that officers do not have the physical
ability to access. From locations that are too high, to
situations that are just too dangerous for an officer to
put themselves in, drones have proven to be an excellent
resource in law enforcement.

Drones have many uses for law enforcement including:
search and rescue, mapping, chasing suspects, hostage
negotiations, bomb investigations, crime scene
investigations, accidents on land and water, event
management, disaster relief, crowd control, and support
for fire and other emergency groups.
Mille Lacs County purchased a DJI Matrice drone
equipped with zoom camera, night vision (fleer) spotlight,
loud speaker, and a drop claw. We will be sending several
officers to get the specialized training and license to
operate the drone.

Drones are often equipped with optical, zoom, and/or
thermal cameras that may see things that an officer
would not otherwise be able to see. These things are
important to both the safety of the officers and to the
public. Drones are also typically faster than conventional
vehicles, as they can reach their location in minutes
allowing to assess the situation prior to sending officers
in. They are able to cover a large area very easily. Drones
are also cost-effective in conducting aerial surveillance
verses calling in a helicopter from another agency. There
are also many times that it becomes just too dangerous
to send a helicopter due to weather and/or the safety of
potentially being shot down by a suspect.

Many departments have been using the drones during
the COVID-19 outbreak for crowd control in parks and
other areas where there are large gatherings. Drones
have also been used to deliver medications to people
who are vulnerable and not able to leave their residence.
This can be done without subjecting the deliverer to the
risks associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.
I want to ensure people that the drone is not “big
brother.” There are many protocols and “checks and
balances” that are in place to make sure that the County
drone is being used appropriately. Drones have become
a valuable resource that have many benefits to ensuring
the safety and wellbeing of the community. I look
forward to sharing our successes with the use of the new
County drone in future articles.

Having an “eye in the sky” provides critical intelligence
and is used to guide officers to optimal positions
reducing the risks. Drones are often used to determine
what weapons a suspect may have and where they may
be hiding. Drones are quiet compared to a helicopter,
making it useful in apprehensions. Most suspects are not
aware that a drone is in the area.
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County Statement Concerning the
Minnesota Department of Transportation
(MnDOT) Placement of Highway Signs
For more than 100 years, it has been settled law - accepted by the County, the
State, the Federal government and even the Band itself - that the Mille Lacs
Reservation was disestablished. Now that the Band has sought to re-open that
question, it will be decided by the federal courts and not by the Minnesota
Department of Transportation’s placement of highway signs.

Pregnancy and Drug Use
“Mille Lacs County continues to receive numerous reports regarding pregnant women
who are using alcohol, marijuana, methamphetamine, heroin and other controlled
substances. We hope to bring awareness to the problem and provide resource
information for pregnant women...”

By Suzanne Lelwica, Community and Veterans Services Assistant Director
Mille Lacs County continues to receive
numerous reports regarding pregnant
women who are using alcohol, marijuana,
methamphetamine, heroin and other
controlled substances. Mille Lacs County
Community and Veterans Services
(MLCCVS) hopes to bring an awareness to
the drug and alcohol problems within our
community, while providing resourceful
information for pregnant women. Many
services are available to pregnant women
to enhance their health and the health
of their unborn baby. Addressing our
community’s chemical dependency
issues will hopefully lead to healthier
babies and healthier parents.
From 2018 through 2019, MLCCVS
received approximately 164 reports

of pregnant women using controlled
substances/alcohol. During the same
time frame, approximately 17 of those
cases resulted in the court system having
to intervene and court order the pregnant
woman into chemical dependency
treatment. MLCCVS has used the UCARE
grant funding to design and display
billboards along HWY 169 in Mille Lacs
County to bring awareness and provide
information as to where someone may
call for help.
If you need help or know of someone
who may need help to address this issue,
please call MLCCVS 320-983-8246 for
assistance.
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Citizens Can
Apply to Serve
on a County
Committee
Get involved with local
government! Are you interested
in learning more about land use
regulations? There are vacancies
on the Mille Lacs County Board
of Adjustment and Mille Lacs
County Planning Commission.
The Board of Adjustment reviews
and approves variances to the
requirements of the Development
Ordinance, while the Planning
Commission reviews and makes
recommendations on applications
for conditional use permits,
subdivisions, zoning district
changes, and text/language
changes to the Development
Ordinance.
Each committee meets once
per month when applications
have been submitted and each
member receives a per diem
and paid mileage. If this sounds
interesting to you, consider
applying for appointment to the
Board of Adjustment or Planning
Commission. The application
can be found on this page of the
County website:
www.millelacs.mn.gov/2291.

www.millelacs.mn.gov/2291

PUBLIC WORKS
WINTER WEATHER
UPDATE

truck is moving, it’s very difficult for
the driver to see what is alongside or
behind them due to the snow cloud.
I remember years ago, MnDOT had a
snowplow campaign going that said,
“Stay Back, Stay Alive” and that still
holds true today.

By Neal Knopik, County Engineer

Every year drivers across the state
are either injured or killed due to
coming into contact with a snowplow.
Fortunately, it’s been a while since that
has happened in Mille Lacs County
and we are hoping, with your help, it
stays that way. For more information
on
snowplowing
and
winter
driving, please visit our website at:
www.millelacs.mn.gov/2350.

It’s that time of year again. Winter
storms are a common occurrence. As
such, Mille Lacs County Public Works
Maintenance Crews have already
been out for a few snow storm events,
and there are only more to come.
Time for a quick review of snowplow
safety.
Mille Lacs County has just over 400
miles of both paved and gravel
roads to maintain during each storm
event. Each time a winter storm is
forecasted, one of our dedicated
employees reviews the forecast and
current conditions throughout the
evening in order to make the call as
to whether or not our plows are going
to go out the next few hours. Those
calls usually go out to our dedicated
staff around 3 AM so that our trucks
can be on the road around 5 AM which
is earlier than many agencies across
the state. The reason for that is to
clear the roads in time for you and I
to make it to work in the morning. It’s
a hard call to make because if crews
are sent out too often, the annual
winter plowing and salt budget would
burn up long before spring arrives.
From the picture to the right, you can
see that the Minnesota Department
of
Transportation
recommends
staying at least ten car lengths
behind a snowplow. When the plow
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SNOWPLOW
SAFETY
BY JULIE PETERSON,
EMERGENCY MANAGER

S

nowplows make the roads safer
for everyone. Drivers need to
use caution when snowplows
are on the roads. According to
MnDOT, last year there were 72 crashes
involving vehicles that hit snowplows.
This is typically caused by inattentive
drivers, motorists driving too close to
the plow or motorists driving too fast
for conditions. Most crashes involve
snowplows being rear-ended or struck
while cars are attempting to pass.
Snowplows weigh as much as fifteen
times more than the average car and
a collision with one may cause serious
injury or death to the occupants of a
car. Drive defensively and use caution
when snowplows are on the roads.

Safety Tips while Driving

• Slow down to a safe speed for current
conditions;
• Don’t use cruise control on wet or icy
roads;
• Turn on your headlights and always
wear your seatbelt;
• Use extra caution on bridges,
ramps, underpasses, overpasses and
roundabouts as they tend to ice up
quicker than other segments of the
roadway;
• Be patient, snowplows typically
move at slower speeds because it
is most effective for clearing roads
and they are working to improve road
conditions for everyone;
• The plow driver’s field of vision is
very limited, especially behind the
truck. The driver must rely on mirrors
to see the rear and sides of the plow.
Weather conditions and snow kicked
9

“According to MnDOT,
last year there were 72
crashes involving vehicles
that hit snowplows.”
up by the plow may also affect the
driver’s ability to see your vehicle;
• Give snowplows at least a ten car
length distance and stay alert as plows
often turn or exit frequently, often with
little warning. They may travel over
the centerline or partially in traffic
to further improve road conditions
and they may need to swerve or stop
suddenly to avoid an obstacle.
• Follow the plow at a safe distance – a
minimum of 200 feet is recommended.

Avoid Passing a Snowplow

• Snowplows may have wing plows that
stick out 10 – 12 feet on the sides of the
plow and you run the risk of colliding
with the plow blades.
• The road behind the plow is safer to
drive on, the road ahead of the plow
has not been treated yet.
• Never drive into the snow cloud
created by a plow, you never know what
might be hidden in the snow cloud.
Have a safe and enjoyable winter
season!

Update on Reservation-Related

Lit igat ion
By Randy V. Thompson, Esq.

Readers of this column know that a frequent topic is the
tangle of litigation around the status of the former Mille Lacs
reservation. There are numerous parties in this lawsuit and
complex issues of history, law and more. All of this activity is
being litigated before United States District Court Judge Susan
Richard Nelson in Saint Paul.

reservation such as “sell,” “cede,” or “relinquish.”
Based on the majority’s analysis in McGirt, the case may have
limited impact on the status of the Mille Lacs reservation where
Congress did use the words “cede” and “relinquish,” which
are the terms Congress has expressly used to disestablish a
reservation.

At present, the Band’s lawsuit is in the final stage of discovery,
the collecting of facts and information that are relevant to the
case. In September, the depositions of four experts in the fields
of demography, linguistics, and anthropology were taken and in
October, experts with knowledge of history and land ownership
will be similarly deposed.

That said, the full implications of this 5-4 ruling are still being
assessed. Even so, its impact is already being felt in Oklahoma,
where thousands of tribal members who were convicted in state
courts are seeking to have their cases thrown out.
As an aside, such an impact is unlikely in Minnesota as it is
what is referred to a “Public Law 280 state,” meaning the State
has clear criminal jurisdiction throughout all reservations except
Red Lake and Bois Forte. Should it ultimately be determined
that the Mille Lacs reservation still exists, criminal prosecutions
of tribal members in state court would likely not be affected.

In late August, motions for partial summary judgment were
heard by Judge Nelson. The motion by the Band for summary
judgment seeks the Court’s ruling that the Band has standing
to bring its original case, that the case is “ripe” – appropriate to
be decided now – and that it is not “moot” or irrelevant. Judge
Nelson has yet to rule on these motions.

Advocates for Indian tribes were encouraged by McGirt and by
the possibility that it signaled a durable five-member majority on
the Supreme Court that would look favorably on the claims of
Indian tribes. That possibility is now substantially in doubt with
the passing of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and the likelihood
that her apparent replacement – federal appellate Judge Amy
Coney Barrett – will align with the conservative wing of the
Court. A six-member conservative majority on the Supreme
Court would appear to strengthen the County’s position on the
reservation status if this case reached the Supreme Court.

Separately, the County Attorney and the Sheriff are seeking to
have the claims against them dismissed from the Band’s lawsuit.
Again, Judge Nelson has not ruled on this request.
Once discovery is completed at the end of October, the parties
can move forward with summary judgment motions on the
merits of the Band’s lawsuit and it’s reasonable to expect that
one or more of the parties will do so. A summary judgment
decision on the merits would end the case (barring appeals to
a higher court). If Judge Nelson denies the summary judgment
motions, the matter would proceed to trial, likely sometime in
2021.

Even so, nothing is certain: The new Justice could share Justice
Gorsuch’s views regarding reservation disestablishment, or
she could join the four conservative members who were in the
minority on McGirt. She could, perhaps, chart a new course
entirely.

It would be wonderful – certainly for readers – if we could
conclude our status report here, but events outside of the
case have the potential to impact its progress. Thus, some
observations on a recent Supreme Court decision and the
potential impact of a new justice on the Court are in order.

And, to add another layer of complexity to the analysis, should
Joe Biden win the presidential election and should Judge
Barrett’s nomination not be confirmed by the Senate before the
next inaugural – a possibility that at this point seems unlikely
but not zero – President Biden presumably would make his
own nomination to the Court, one that would likely restore the
conservative/liberal balance in place when McGirt was decided.

In July 2020, the U.S. Supreme Court issued its ruling in McGirt
v. Oklahoma, finding that a large portion of eastern Oklahoma
remains Indian Country. The decision, written by Justice Neil
Gorsuch and joined by the four liberal members of the Court,
held that Congress had almost, but not quite, terminated the
Indian reservation in eastern Oklahoma because it did not
use language typically associated with disestablishment of a

This is not simply idle speculation. The Band’s case is one of the
few cases – out of tens of thousands of federal law cases brought
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each year – that has a significant chance of reaching the Supreme
Court. The makeup of the Court may well impact the outcome of the
Mille Lacs Reservation boundary dispute.
Thank you, as always, for your attention to this issue and to its many
twists and turns, its complexities and uncertainties. No matter what
your position on this matter may be, it is important to everyone who
lives in, works in or visits Mille Lacs County.
By: Randy V. Thompson, Esq.
NOLAN, THOMPSON, LEIGHTON & TATARYN, PLC
5001 American Blvd. W., Suite 595
Bloomington, MN 55437
Telephone No. 952-405-7171
E-mail: rthompson@nmtlaw.com

November
Elections saw
Sharp Increase in
Absentee Voting,
Voter Turnout
By Eric Bartusch,
County Auditor-Treasurer

Mille Lacs County
COVID-19 Vaccine
Wait List
Mille Lacs County Public Health has created a COVID-19 vaccine wait list for
individuals that are seeking a local COVID-19 vaccination clinic.
A vaccine wait list is available to Mille
Lacs County residents or individuals that
work within Mille Lacs County. The Phase
1a vaccination group includes daycare
providers, teachers, and those that are
age 65 and older. To add your name to the
vaccination wait list, please complete the
survey online.
Once registered, individuals will then
be notified when an upcoming clinic is
available nearby. Only individuals that live
and/or work in Mille Lacs County will be
notified of an upcoming clinic.
This survey is for individuals 18 years of age and older. Please only register once.
Mille Lacs County Public Health will contact each individual when there is a
COVID-19 vaccination clinic available nearby.
Register online for the COVID-19 Vaccine Wait List at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/7PBSF5K or by calling Mille Lacs County Community and
Veterans Services at 320-983-8208.

Register Online
www.surveymonkey.com/r/7PBSF5K
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On November 3, 2020, citizens across
Mille Lacs County went to the polls
to determine Federal, State, County,
school, and local offices. While
elections are very procedural, driven
by statutes and established best
practices, the COVID-19 pandemic
added additional challenges that
election officials had never faced.
Mille Lacs County saw approximately
2.5 times more absentee ballots than
in the 2016 election.
Election judges were faced with
setting up polling places in a way that
promoted health, safety, and social
distancing while still allowing each
eligible voter to exercise his or her
right to vote. Despite the challenges,
the election was a resounding success;
Mille Lacs County had an 82% voter
turnout. The election was made
possible by the tireless efforts of the
city and township clerks, the election
judges who served, all of the staff that
supported the election, and by voters
that voted either absentee or in the
polling place.

Chaga: A Delicious Find in the Winter Woods

Minnesota is home to the ingredients for a folk remedy often used for medicinal purposes. Chaga is a fungus that takes the
form of a conk, the spore producing fruiting structure of the fungus.
Chaga (also called the clinker polypore) is a popular folk remedy
for various illnesses. Chaga and similar products have even
been marketed in Russia and Japan as being anti-cancer drugs.
Most people in Minnesota incorporate it into teas for medicinal
purposes.

Store it in a dry environment with adequate airflow. There is no
need to refrigerate or dehydrate chaga.
Be sure to check all local regulations before harvesting chaga.
For example, on
state lands you do
not need a permit
to collect small
amounts of berries,
mushrooms or cones
from a State Forest,
so long as it’s for
personal use. If you
want to harvest on
private land, always
get permission from
private landowners.

How to Find and Identify Chaga

Chaga can be found on birch trees in forests across central and
northern Minnesota. It can also be found on aspen, alder and elm
trees. Chaga can be found year round, but it is most noticeable
in the winter when there are few leaves. The black, charcoal-like
mass sticks out on birch trees in forests in the winter.
The conk of the chaga can be up to 30 inches long and 20 inches
wide. The conk is found at a wound in the tree. Trees with chaga
conks are likely dead or are in the process of dying. The surface of
the conk is a charcoal-like color and extremely hard. The interior
of the conk is a copper or reddish brown color.

To learn more about
chaga, the Minnesota Harvester Handbook (conservancy.umn.
edu/handle/11299/173824 ) has a number of tips for harvesting
goods from the woods. It also has a number of helpful facts
on each species, organized by season of the year. Additional
information on chaga and other natural resources is available on
the U of M Extension Office website at: extension.umn.edu.

How to Harvest Chaga

The conk of chaga can be harvested with a hatchet or hammer.
Removing the conk does not harm the tree, as it is likely already
dead or dying. Once harvested, the conk will regrow slowly,
taking as long as 20 years to reach its original size.
Chaga can be transported easily because of its hard exterior.

The Best Way to Sanitize
Electronics during COVID-19
By Edward Yost, Technical Support Specialist
Sanitizing your electronic devices is important, but especially
during a pandemic! Please review the following tips for cleaning
your electronics.
Laptop Devices: You can clean the keyboard, trackpad and
case using a non-corrosive sanitizing wipe. The screen is only to
be cleaned with a mild soap and slightly damp soft rag. Always
apply the cleaning solution to the cloth, never the monitor. The
softer the rag the better, however microfiber cloth is preferred.
Monitor/TV: Monitors and TVs are only to be cleaned with mild
soap and a slightly damp soft rag. Always apply the cleaning
solution to the cloth, never the monitor. The softer the rag
the better, however microfiber cloth is preferred. Sanitizing
and cleaning products will damage the protective film on
the monitor/TV and may seep into the housing damaging the
electronics.
Cell Phones: Follow manufacturer’s cleaning procedures. Apple
encourages non-corrosive sanitizing wipes such as a Clorox wipe
or 70% rubbing alcohol. Samsung suggests using 70% Rubbing
Alcohol on a soft rag to clean their phones.
Desk Phones: Desk phones can be wiped down with a non-

corrosive sanitizing wipe. Most disinfecting wipes will be fine. Do
not spray sanitizer on these items as it will damage them.
Computer Tower: Most disinfecting wipes will be fine. Do not
spray sanitizer on these items as it will damage them.
Keyboard / Mouse: The keyboard and mouse can be wiped
down with a non-corrosive sanitizing wipes. Most disinfecting
wipes will be fine. Do not spray sanitizer on these items as it will
damage them.
Signature Pads: Rubbing alcohol is the only chemical than can
be used on signature pads. Using any product other than rubbing
alcohol will damage the electronics. Prep pads can be used on
the signature pads.
Smart Card Readers: Rubbing Alcohol is the only chemical than
can be used on smart card readers. Using any product other than
rubbing alcohol will damage the electronics. Prep pads can be
used on the smart card readers.
Finger Print Devices: Follow the manufacturer’s cleaning
procedures.
12

PROPERTY ASSESSMENT
QUESTIONS

D

uring the course of the
year the Assessor’s Office
receives thousands of
questions and comments
about property assessing and
property taxes. The following
are some of the most frequent
questions received.

PROPERTY VALUE: FACT OR FICTION?
BY DARYL MOELLER, COUNTY ASSESSOR

FICTION: “The assessor’s office only raises value to raise more
money for the county.”

FACT: Minnesota law requires assessors to physically inspect
every property at an interval of once every five years. This
is called a quintile. In Mille Lacs County, we typically try
to assess an entire township or city during the year of the
quintile. This allows us to be consistent, fair and equitable to all
properties within those areas. If property owners are not present
at the time of our visit, we normally leave a door tag informing
property owners we were there. We have had to adapt a little
with COVID-19 protocols.

FACT: The reason why the assessors change the value on
properties is to follow the real estate market. To check our
level of assessment, we conduct a yearlong sales ratio study in
which we divide the County Estimated Market Value (EMV) of
the property by the sale price. If the EMV is less than the sale
price, the ratio is less than 100%. Using the median ratio for a
township or city and how close the ratio is to 100%, determines
how much value needs to be increased or decreased. The amount
of money needed to run the government is the budget. The
valuation process is independent of the budget process.

FICTION: “The assessor was here last year, why are you here
again?” This could also happen, and here are the reasons why.

FICTION: “The assessor sets the taxes.”

FACT: As mentioned above, the assessor will inspect every
property once every five years. However, an assessor also needs
to view a property if a permit for construction has been issued.
We may also be asked out by the property owner to reassess
the property during the appeal timeframe. Or we might need to
verify some information after the sale of a property.

FACT: The responsibility of the assessor’s office is to classify
the property on how it is being used and to assess the property
fairly and equitably to the estimated market value. The elected
officials of the county, city, township, or school district will
approve a budget. Based on classification, value and budget,
taxes can be calculated through the Auditor/Treasurer’s office.

FICTION: “Lakeshore taxes are higher than non-lakeshore.”

FICTION: “The assessor values your property at 80% of the
actual market value.”

FACT: Every property is taxed based on the classification, value
and the budgets. Different classed properties will have different
calculations and thus a different tax amount. However, property
tax calculations do not change whether a property touches a
lake or not. If there are two Residential Homesteaded properties
worth $200,000, one on Mille Lacs Lake and the other off the
lake, in South Harbor Township, they will pay the same amount
of tax. These two properties might look totally different, due
to the land values on the lake being higher than non-lakeshore
properties. However, two Residential Homesteaded properties
worth $200,000, one located in Princeton and the other in
Hayland Township, will pay different amounts of tax due to
having different budgets. Because each city, township and school
district have their own budgets, where your property is located
will determine the budget your taxes will pay towards.

FACT: Minnesota Statute 273.11 states that all property shall be
valued at its market value. Furthermore, market value is the most
probable price which a property should bring in a competitive
and open market under all conditions requisite to a fair sale.
Both buyer and seller are acting prudently, knowledgeably
and assuming the price is not affected by undue stimulus. The
assessor’s office needs to estimate the market value of every
property, whether it is going to sell or not, based on sales within
each township or city.
FICTION: “I have lived in my house for 30 years and never saw
an assessor.” Although this could happen, it does not mean an
assessor has not been there.
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Proud of Our
Law Enforcement
By Joe Walsh, County Attorney

O

n a summer night in 2016, a large man entered a
cabin in Mille Lacs County uninvited. Five people
were already there having dinner after a day on the
lake. The man proceeded to sit at their table with them
and threaten to shoot them with a firearm, slash their
throats, and hit them on the head with a club. One of
the five was able to sneak into another room, call law
enforcement, and ask for help.

“Many Minnesota Police Officers Remain on the Force
Despite Misconduct” (Wall Street Journal, June 25,
2020).

S

A

Instead, we see headlines like:
“Why does the Minneapolis police
department look like a military unit?”

ergeant Kyle Burton responded to the call.
When he arrived, he calmly walked toward the
house. He recognized the man on sight and saw that
everyone else at the house appeared scared. One
was motioning for him to hurry and get inside. Sgt.
Burton opened a side door near where the man was
sitting and told him to get up and come outside. The
man tried to take a glass with him, but Sgt. Burton
calmly told him to put it back because it wasn’t his.

s the County Attorney, I wanted you to know what
I have seen here in Mille Lacs County during my
tenure:
•When dealing with life and death situations, our
officers act primarily to save lives.
• Our officers frequently use their knowledge of
the community gained through multiple contacts
to understand the motives and risks associated
with individuals to improve public safety.

These are not the stories that
make national headlines.

• Our officers take into account the potential mental
health issues people may be experiencing when
investigating crimes and evaluating the need to use
force. In these situations, officers prioritize the need to
help individuals address these mental health concerns.

By the time another deputy arrived to assist, Sgt.
Burton had already taken the suspect into custody
and de-escalated a potentially dangerous situation.

S

gt. Burton’s work in this case is not unusual. All
of the law enforcement agencies in Mille Lacs
County take their responsibility to de-escalate hostile
situations seriously. Time and again, my office has
read reports that would have justified a use of force
handled with much less force or no force whatsoever.
Even in situations where the use of force could have
been justified, officers have the courage to risk their
own lives to avoid doing harm to others.

Our county deputies, local police
officers, and state troopers have
a very difficult job.
• Our officers follow their de-escalation training and do
not overreact to perceived dangers.
• Our officers do not prioritize their safety over and
above the safety of potential criminals they encounter.

T

hese are not the stories that make national
headlines. Instead, we see headlines like: “Why
does the Minneapolis police department look like a
military unit?” (Washington Post, May 28, 2020) and

• When presented with circumstances that could
justify threatening or using force, or even deadly force,
14

our officers often choose to risk their own safety to de-escalate conflicts instead.

O

ur county deputies, local police officers, and state troopers have a very difficult job. They investigate
crimes from disorderly conduct to murder and everything in between. Their job is to gather evidence and
apprehend individuals that may eventually be facing lengthy prison sentences for hurting others. They use some
dangerous tools, like firearms, to protect themselves from people who would rather hurt an officer than accept
the consequences of their own actions. Report after report, I see them using these dangerous tools responsibly.
Without law enforcement doing this difficult job, the court system would be blind to the injustices that occur in
our communities.

I

can’t speak for everywhere in the State of Minnesota, but I wanted you to know that you can be proud of our
law enforcement here in Mille Lacs County.

Winter Safety for Outdoor Sports and Activities
By Julie Peterson, Emergency Manager

I

t’s important to be informed and aware of the potential risks and hazards of winter in
Minnesota. The following tips will help you avoid some of these hazards.

Winter Safety for Outdoor Sports and Activities:
• Check the weather forecast. Winter weather can change very quickly
• Check road conditions in Minnesota by calling 511 or visiting 511mn.org. You may also
download the free app for your smartphone from Google Play or the App Store.
• Dress for the weather and the activity.
o Wear layers of loose-fitting, water repellant, warm clothing;
o Wear a hat – 40% of body heat is lost from the head;
o Don’t wear loose items that could get caught in machinery or equipment;
o Carry extra clothing and supplies.
• Stay hydrated – drink plenty of water before and during activity.
• Take breaks if you are tired.
• Go indoors to warm up if you are cold.
• Don’t drink alcohol before or during an outdoor activity.
o Alcohol cools the blood and decreases your body temperature;
o Alcohol can speed the process of hypothermia and frostbite;
o Alcohol increases fatigue and causes impaired judgment;
o NEVER drive or operate any equipment while under the influence of alcohol
• Remember that ice is never 100% safe;
o Ice thickness can vary, even just a few feet apart;
o Avoid cracks, seams, pressure ridges, slushy areas and darker areas – this can indicate
thinner ice.
• If you start your car to warm it up after a snowfall, clear the tailpipe and the area around
the tailpipe of snow. If the tailpipe is plugged with snow, it could allow dangerous carbon
monoxide to build up inside the vehicle.
• Never run your vehicle in an enclosed garage, be sure there is plenty of ventilation so carbon
monoxide does not build up in the area.
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SUCCESSFUL
TREE PLANTING

By Lynn Gallice, Mille Lacs County Soil and Water Conservation District

P

lanting trees is one of the best things we
can do to protect our environment and
increase the value of our property. A single
tree can absorb over one ton of carbon dioxide
in its lifetime and can add to the value of your
home. Trees also prevent soil erosion, attract
wildlife and conserve energy through shade and
shelter belts. Because trees are so important,
it is essential that proper care is taken in their
planting and maintenance to ensure their
survival.

The Importance of Tree Species

Start out by getting to know your tree species.
It is very important that the right tree be
planted in the right place. Each species has
individual needs and a tree will not thrive if it
is not planted in the correct environment. For
example, Red Pine (Pinus resinosa) does best in
dry, acid, sandy or gravely soils while White Pine
(Pinus strobes) does best in rich, moist soils.

Site Preparation

Once you have chosen your species, site
preparation is important. Anything you can do
to remove growth competition will be a huge
benefit to your young trees. Weeds and grass
will compete with your trees for moisture, soil
nutrients and sunlight and your trees will not
thrive. If possible, begin removing weeds at
least a year before you plan to plant trees. After
you have planted your trees, an application of
organic mulch, garden fabric or tree mats in
a three foot diameter around your trees will
help control weeds and conserve moisture.
Remember to leave a 6 inch space between the
tree and the mulch.
Above all else, new trees will need water. Ideally
trees should receive a good soaking at least
once a week. Frequent, shallow watering will
encourage roots to stay near the surface
instead of spreading into the soil. Typically, 5 to

7 gallons once a week is good, but it will depend
on soil type and weather conditions. Decrease
watering in early fall to encourage dormancy
and resume watering again from late fall until
freeze up.

Tree Care

Fertilizing and staking of new trees is not
necessary. Staking restricts the tree movement
necessary to develop strong, resilient tree
trunks. Excess nutrients in fertilizers will
encourage rapid growth which will result in
weak tissues that are susceptible to disease
and insects. Wait a couple years and if your
trees are an unusual color or not growing at
the correct rate, get a soil test and add only the
nutrients that are insufficient. Spring is a great
time to plant trees. The ground is moist from
snow melt and rain is fairly reliable in Minnesota
this time of year.

SWCD Tree Sale

The Mille Lacs Soil and Water Conservation
District is holding its annual conservation tree
and shrub sale to encourage tree planting in
Mille Lacs County. Trees can be ordered starting
in January and will be ready for pick-up in the
spring. Visit the SWCD website at
www.millelacsswcd.org
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18‐24"
18‐24"
18‐24"
18‐24"
18‐24"
18‐24"
12‐18"
18‐24"
18‐24"
12‐18"
8‐14"
10‐18"
4‐8"
8‐14"
8‐14"
10‐16"

5‐10 ft.

5‐10 ft.

10‐25 ft.

8‐10 ft.

60‐90 ft.

30‐55 ft.

40‐70 ft.

40‐80 ft.

30‐60 ft.

50‐75 ft.

30‐60 ft.

50‐80 ft.

50‐80 ft.

30‐60 ft.

70‐90 ft.

18‐24"

7‐10 ft

18‐24"

15‐25 ft.

Seedling
Size

4‐6 ft.

Mature
Height

moist

variety

variety

dry

moist

moist

medium

variety

medium

moist

medium

variety

medium

medium

medium

medium

medium

moist

Soil Type

medium

medium

fast

medium

slow

slow

medium

slow

slow

fast

medium

fast

slow

fast

fast

medium

medium

slow

Growth
Rate

full/part

sun/part

full

full

full/part

full/part

full/part

full

full/part

full

full

full/part

part shade

full/part

full/part

full/part

full/part

full

Sunlight

X

X

X

X

X

x

X

X

X

X

X

x

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Ok under
Bird Food
Power
Source
Lines

x

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Wildlife
Food
Source

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

38.00

Included)

Price Per
Bundle (Tax

Mille Lacs SWCD
635 2nd Street SE
Milaca, MN 56353

TOTAL

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

# of Bundles Total Cost

Mail form with payment to:

NAME:
ADDRESS:
EMAIL:
PHONE NUMBER:

I submit this order for trees through the Mille Lacs SWCD. I understand that planting stock that does not survive cannot be replace by the
District and the District does not guarantee survival. Purchaser assumes all risk for species and site selection. The District reserves the right
to change prices or substitue stock if needed. Refunds are given only if there is no stock remaining. The District will not be responsible
for tree condition if trees are not picked up on scheduled pick up date.
Signature
Date

SHRUBS
Black Choke‐Berry
Nannyberry
Redosier Dogwood
Hazelnut
Ninebark
Chokecherry
American Plum
TALL TREES (deciduous)
Hackberry
Paper Birch
Sugar Maple
Bur Oak
Black Cherry
EVERGREENS (conifers)
Balsam Fir
White Cedar
Norway (Red) Pine
White Pine
White Spruce
Black Spruce

Common Name

All Stock is Bare Root and Sold in Bundles of 25 ‐ Bundles Will Not Be Split.

Tree Photos and Additional Information found at: www.MilleLacsSWCD.org

635 2nd St SE, Milaca, MN 56353
320‐983‐2160

2021 NATIVE TREE ORDER FORM
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Mille Lacs Lake

Genny Reynolds

807 N 3rd St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4613
District 1:
City of Princeton

Timothy Wilhelm
10287 55th St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4449

District 2: Princeton, Greenbush,
and Milo Townships. City of
Pease.

Phil Peterson

13827 140th St
Milaca, MN 56353
320-237-8351
District 3: Milaca Township;
Cities of Foreston and Milaca.

Roger Tellinghuisen
8868 110th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)369-4273

District 4: Bogus Brook,
Borgholm, Dailey, Hayland,
Mudgett, Bradbury,Page,
Onamia and Lewis Townships;
City of Bock.

David Oslin

39635 State Hwy 47
PO Box 377
Isle, MN 56342
(320)676-8621
District 5: Kathio, South
Harbor, Isle Harbor and East
Side Townships. Cities of Isle,
Onamia and Wahkon.

City of Princeton

Meet Your County Commissioners.

Learn how your County Commissioner can help you.
Regular County Board Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9 A.M. in the Historic Courthouse. The
public is welcome to attend. If you have any questions regarding County Board Meetings, please contact the Administrative Services
Office at 320-983-8218.
Your County Commissioners have a vast array of responsibilities, including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish policies and procedures for administration of programs;
Review, adjust and adopt the annual county budget;
Authorize the levy and collection of property taxes throughout the county;
Monitor the overall fiscal health of the county;
Adopt a capital improvement plan covering major county expenditures over a series of years;
Adopt ordinances for enforcement of county-wide actions;
Approve county participation in joint powers agreements with other governmental units;
Represent the county on administrative/advisory boards and commissions.
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Contact The County

Have a question or comment? We are happy to help.
Department
Administrative
Services Office

Duties

Phone Number

•

Marriage Licenses, Birth, and Death
Certificates.

•

Personnel Management

•

Technology Services

•

Facility Operations

•

Budget & Financial Management

•

Property Valuation & Classification

•

Administers homestead and other
property tax programs.

Attorney's Office

•

Prosecutes Crimes

320-983-8305

AuditorTreasurer's Office

•

Administers Property Taxes & Elections

•

Issues Passports

320-983-8310

•

Liquor, Tobacco, Auctioneer licenses

•

Social Services & Public Health

•

Financial Assistance & Child Support

•

Veterans Services

•

Collects Court Fees & Fines

•

Jury Duty

•

Hearing Dates

•

County Ditches

•

Solid Waste

•

Environmental Regulations

•

Land Management

•

Parks & Trails

•

Recorded Land Records

•

Land Use Regulation

Assessor's Office

320-983-8218

320-983-8311

Land Ownership,
Escrows; Passports

Register Online for the Quarterly
Newsletter
Be the first to learn about the latest changes in your
government and community. Register online to receive a
digital copy of the Mille Lacs County Quarterly Newsletter,
before it is even off the press! Visit www.millelacs.mn.gov to
register.

320-983-8304
Property Tax

Community &
Veterans Services
Court
Administration
Environmental
Resources

Land Services
Office

320-983-8208

320-983-8313

320-983-8232
320-983-8458
SSTS Septic Systems

320-983-8308

•

Building Permits

Probation Office

•

Supervision of juvenile &
non-felony adult offenders.

320-983-8202

Public Works

•

Maintains Bridges, County Roads,
& County State Aid Highways

320-983-8201

Sheriff 's Office

•

Law Enforcement

•

Custodial care of inmates.

320-983-8250

•

Court-Related Services

Soil & Water
Conservation
District

•

Water Quality & Soil Health Resources

320-983-2160

U of M Extension

•

4-H Extension Office

320-983-8317

Mille Lacs County Photographers
Mille Lacs County appreciates local photographers! Check
out the Mille Lacs County Photo Gallery online at
www.millelacs.mn.gov/2611.

Interested in having your photos featured?

Mille Lacs County is seeking photographers! Digital image
files must be in high resolution. Please visit the Mille Lacs
County Photography page for additional information at
www.millelacs.mn.gov/2611 or contact Kara Vatalaro in the
Administrative Services Office at
kara.vatalaro@millelacs.mn.gov.

Access the latest Mille Lacs County news & announcements, permits, licenses, job listings, and more!

Stay Connected: Sign up to
receive the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter via email!
Register online at:
www.millelacs.mn.gov/2617

"Like" us on Facebook!
Stay up to date on the latest county
news, job opportunities, and more.

Looking for a fresh career
path? Check out available job
opportunities at:

www.facebook.com/
MilleLacsCounty

www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/MilleLacs
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Visit the new Mille Lacs
County website for local news
and announcements, online
access to permits, licenses, job
opportunities, and more.
www.millelacs.mn.gov

