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County Board Meetings
Tuesday, October 20, 2020
Tuesday, November 3, 2020
Tuesday, November 17, 2020
Tuesday, December 15, 2020

Operation Community
Connect
Thursday, October 15, 2020
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Truth-in-Taxation Public
Hearing
Tuesday, December 1, 2020
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U of M’s 2020
Farm Family
The Whitcomb family
of J.Q. Fruit Farm has
been named Mille Lacs
County’s “2020 Farm
Family of the Year” by the
University of Minnesota.
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Available Voting
Options
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upcoming November 3,
2020 election. Page 8.
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updates regarding tribal
litigation. Page 17.
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OPERATION COMMUNITY
CONNECT
DRIVE-THRU RESOURCE EXPO
FREE EVENT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC


Available Resources
• Area Legal Services
• Chemical Dependency
• Childcare Resources
• Domestic Abuse Advocacy
• Employment/Staﬃng

• Energy Assistance
• Food Pantries
• Housing Information
• Mental Health Services
• Public Health

• Senior Services
• Social Security
• Stretch Your Grocery Budget
• Veterans Services
• And much more!

All Households Will Receive:
• Resource Bag – ﬁlled with brochures, ﬂyers,
information from participating vendors.
• Personal Products Bag – Various personal
products donated by the Milaca Ministerial.

• Healthy Meal Bag – Everything you need to make
a healthy, delicious, low-cost meal for a family of 4.
• Children’s Bags – Small goodies bags for children.

Funding is available for both Disaster Relief Grants and Special Needs Grants.

Children’s Winter Boots

LOCATION

There are limited sizes and number of children’s
winter boots available. Arrive early for the best
selection.

Mille Lacs County Public Works
Maintenance Garage
565 8th Street Northeast
Milaca, MN 56353
Next to the Milaca water tower.
Watch for signs.

QUESTIONS?

888-270-8208
www.millelacs.mn.gov

Our community coming together with support, resources, and
information for a great future.
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Major Sponsor:
Central Mille Lacs United Way

2020
Far m
Fam i ly
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W h it comb Fa m i ly re cog n i ze d a s a 2020 ‘U of M Fa r m Fa m i ly’
The Whitcomb family of J.Q. Fruit Farm has been named
Mille Lacs County’s “2020 Farm Family of the Year” by the
University of Minnesota.

“We missed the face-to-face ceremony for the 2020 Farm
Families of the Year, but nothing diminishes the pride we
take in celebrating their accomplishments,” said Extension
Dean Bev Durgan. “These families represent the best in
agriculture. They’re innovative and dedicated to their
communities; they are stewards of the land.”

J.Q. Fruit Farm is a Century Farm. It’s been in the family for
five generations. Daniel and Carol, along with their four
children, have grown specialty crops - blueberries, apples
and raspberries - for 33 years.
The farm consists of six acres of blueberries, over 400 apple
trees and an eighth of an acre of raspberries. The fruit is
sold at farmers markets, through CSAs, and wholesale. The
family also sells to customers who come to the farm to pick
their own fruit.
Daniel and Carol run the operation with seasonal help from
their daughters and grandchildren. Family members help
with harvesting, selling and cleaning up the fields. The
Whitcombs’ youngest granddaughter is the farm’s model
in its apple advertisements. The farm also provides yearly
employment opportunities for area residents.

A complete list of the 2020 Farm Families of the Year are
available at mnfarmfamilies.CFAMS.umn.edu.
Along with Farmfest, University units sponsoring the
recognition event included University of Minnesota
Extension, Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station,
the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource
Sciences, and the College of Veterinary Medicine.

The Whitcombs support their local food shelf by supplying
fresh fruits to Princeton Pantry. The family has picked and
delivered thousands of pounds of fruit over the years.
Daniel helped establish the Minnesota Farmers Market
Association and served as the group’s chair. He organized
the Princeton Farmers Market and served as market
manager. He’s also been a director with the Minnesota Fruit
and Vegetable Growers Association. Dan worked to get
the “Pickle Bill,” the state’s cottage food law, through the
Minnesota legislature.
Carol served as web designer for the MFMA and MFVGA
and for 22 years was the coordinator for the Princeton
Farmers Market.
Though COVID-19 has forced cancellation of the annual
Minnesota Farmfest, where the awards are presented each
August, this year’s honorees were celebrated in an online
video tribute.
Top: Daniel and Carol Whitcomb of J.Q. Fruit Farm were presented with the
Mille Lacs County 2020 Farm Family of the Year by Mille Lacs County Extension
Committee Members;

Honored families are chosen, one per county, by local
University of Minnesota Extension committees based on
their demonstrated commitment to their communities and
to enhancing and supporting agriculture.

Bottom: County Commissioner Genny Reynolds, Jackie Youngberg, and Sandy
Bronson present the award.
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REAL id Deadline
All U.S. States Now Compliant Ahead of REAL ID Deadline.
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS or the Department) is
announcing that after more than 15 years since Congress passed the
REAL ID Act, all 50 states are now in full compliance issuing these
cards, with most states becoming compliant in the last four years.
To date, the 50 states have issued more than 105 million REAL
IDcompliant driver’s licenses and identification cards, representing
38 percent of all driver’s licenses and identification card holders.

significantly improved the reliability and accuracy of state-issued
driver’s licenses and identification cards.
Because of the potential for confusion about the REAL ID Act
enforcement milestones, residents can use the following guidelines
to be fully informed and prepared. Check your state-issued driver’s
license or identification card for the star. REAL ID-compliant cards
generally have a star marking in the upper left- or right-hand corner.
Most acceptable alternatives, such as state-issued Enhanced Driver’s
Licenses, do not have the star, but are acceptable for official REAL
ID Act compliance purposes. For more information on EDLs, please
go to dhs.gov/enhanced-drivers-licenses-what-are-they.

On October 1, 2021 – less than 13 months away – full enforcement
of REAL ID will take effect at all federally regulated airports,
federal facilities, and nuclear power plants. The Department
continues to urge Americans to obtain a REAL ID-compliant card
or acceptable alternative, such as a U.S. passport or passport card
prior to the October 1, 2021 enforcement deadline.

Bring identity documents to the airport that are acceptable for flying
domestically. If you need to obtain a new form of ID, please allow
sufficient processing time before you travel. For example, the current
processing times for U.S. passports are 6-8 weeks for routine service
and 2-3 weeks for expedited service. Check with the federal agency
you plan to visit, in advance, to find out whether identification is
required, and if so, what types of identity documents are acceptable.

Passed by Congress in 2005 following a 9/11 Commission
recommendation, the REAL ID Act establishes minimum security
standards for state-issued driver’s licenses and identification cards
and prohibits federal agencies, like the Transportation Security
Administration, from accepting licenses and identification cards for
official purposes from states that do not meet these standards after
specific deadlines.

While most Federal agencies will continue to accept non-compliant
driver’s licenses and identification cards until the enforcement
deadline of October 1, 2021, some – like Department of Defense
facilities and posts – no longer accept them. Read answers to REAL
ID frequently asked questions at dhs.gov/real-id-public-faqs.

Security standards include incorporating anti-counterfeiting
technology, preventing insider fraud, and using documentary
evidence and record checks to ensure a person is who he or she claims
to be. It also prohibits federal agencies from accepting non-compliant
licenses and identification cards for access to federal facilities,
nuclear power plants, and commercial aircraft. These standards have

Impact Local Government
The Personnel Board of Appeals is seeking applicants.
Mille Lacs County is seeking County residents to serve on the
Personnel Board of Appeals, which will meet as needed to provide
the County Board with an impartial and knowledgeable analysis of
facts concerning appeals filed by employees or job applicants. The
preferred member start date is as soon as possible.

Staff Contact:

Membership:

This position will remain open until filled. An Application for
Appointment may be requested from hr@millelacs.mn.gov. Please
mail, fax, or deliver your completed Application for Appointment to:

Questions about the responsibilities of the committee can be
answered by Holly Wilson, Personnel Director/Assistant County
Administrator, at holly.wilson@millelacs.mn.gov or 320-983-8378.

Deadline:

The Personnel Board of Appeals will consist of three at-large
members. Members must have professional experience in the area of
labor relations, civil law, or management. Members must be residents
of the County, and may not be an employee or elected official of the
County, nor may they serve while standing as a candidate for any
County office.

Mille Lacs County Administrative Services Office
635 2nd Street SE
Milaca, MN 56353
Fax: (320) 983-8382

Reimbursement:

Committee members receive a meeting per diem and mileage
reimbursement at the rate established by the County Board (2020
rates are $45 for per diems and $0.575/mile).

Mille Lacs County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Mille Lacs County Board
Adopts resolution Upholding
citizens’ constitutional rights
The Mille Lacs County Board of Commissioners adoped Resolution No. 08-18-2020-02,
Constitutional Rights of Mille Lacs County Citizens, at its regular County Board Meeting
on Tuesday, August 18, 2020. The County Board had previously discussed adopting a
constitutional rights resolution at the prior County Board work sessions, after receiving public
input at the July 21, 2020 public hearing. The Board concluded to adopt a resolution validating
all of Mille Lacs County citizens’ Constitutional rights and represent the County’s support for
the Bill of Rights. The complete text of the resolution is available on the Mille Lacs County
website (www.millelacs.mn.gov) or by contacting the Administrative Services Office at
320-983-8218.
Board of County Commissioners
Mille Lacs County, Minnesota
Resolution No.: 08-18-2020-02
Constitutional Rights of Mille Lacs County Citizens
WHEREAS, the County of Mille Lacs and its citizens are governed by the Constitution of the United States
including the Amendments to the Constitution of the United States of America, the Minnesota State Constitution,
and all federal and state statutes, laws and regulations; and

Join Our Team:
Mille Lacs
County is Hiring
Mille Lacs County is currently hiring
the following job positions.
Environmental Resources Director Land Commissioner
$36.18-$46.31 per hour
Full-Time Position
Apply online by 10/18/2020.
Senior Highway Maintenance
Worker
$19.39-$25.88 per hour
Full-Time Position
Continuous posting until filled.
For additional information or to apply,
visit the Mille Lacs County Career
Pages at www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/millelacs.

WHEREAS, the Mille Lacs County Board of Commissioners, including all duly elected and appointed officials of
the County take their oaths of office seriously to "support the Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of t
he State of Minnesota", and faithfully execute and discharge the duties of their respective offices "according to law"
and to the best of their ability and understanding; and
WHEREAS, the Mille Lacs County Board of Commissioners supports the Amendments to the Constitution of the
United States of America, also known as the Bill of Rights which includes:
Amendment 1
Amendment 2
Amendment 3
Amendment4
Amendment 5

Amendment 6

Amendment 7
Amendment 8
Amendment 9
Amendment 10

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the Right of the people to keep and bear
Arms, shall not be infringed.
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, or in time of war, but in
a manner to be prescribed by law.
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and
seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, support by Oath or affirmation,
and particularly describing the place to be search and the persons or things to be seized.
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment
of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of
War or public danger; nor shall nay person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb;
nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of law; nor shall private
property be taken for public use, without just compensation.
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the
State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained
by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against
him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his
defence.
In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be
preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examines in any Court of the United States, than according
to the rules of the common law.
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishment inflicted.
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others
retained by the people.
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

WHEREAS, the determination whether a law is constitutional or unconstitutional rests with the federal and state
courts, and not the Mille Lacs County Board of Commissioners, and
WHEREAS, the Mille Lacs County Board of Commissioners cannot direct the Mille Lacs County Sheriff or
other duly elected or appointed officials, current or future, of the County to take specific actions including
litigation; and

5

Images courtesy of Laura Slaughter.

Be an Election Hero. Vote early, and
consider being an election judge, even
outside of your home jurisdiction.

Vote Early: Be an
election hero
As a pre-law student, I received some great
advice: The job of a lawyer is to solve problems.
People will come to you with their most
difficult problems. If you don’t like dealing with
the most difficult problems, don’t be a lawyer.
Fast-forward to 2020, and we have no shortage
of difficult problems. One timely problem is
how to safely and fairly conduct an election
amidst a pandemic. Voting by mail has become
a political issue without any consensus. Many
people are concerned about an increasing risk
of voter fraud associated with a mass vote-bymail campaign. More problems to worry about.
Early voting in-person is a good solution to all
of these problems.
A recent Pew Research poll found that 50% of
Americans expect to have difficulties casting a
ballot. Before the pandemic, 85% of registered
voters said it would be easy to vote. This is
an alarming trend that could depress voter
turnout nationwide. Many people are afraid
that standing in line and voting in November
presents a risk of being infected with COVID-19.
Early in-person voting starts on Friday,
September 18. You don’t need any excuse to
vote early, just a willingness to come in person
to the Historic Courthouse in Milaca located at
635 2nd Street SE and cast your ballot before
November 3. The Auditor’s Office is staffed
6

daily Monday through Friday and prepared
to personally take your ballot during business
hours from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
Mille Lacs County has taken significant safety
precautions including hand sanitizer stations,
additional glass barriers, and extra sanitation
measures. Voting early will allow for fewer
numbers of voters on any one day and greater
social distancing, further limiting any risk
of infection. For those who wish to request
a ballot by mail, the county will also have a
secure dropbox available outside the historic
courthouse to drop off your ballot personally.
Some people that have safety concerns are
the unsung heroes of Election Day: election
judges. Election judges give their time to
support our democracy and make sure that
our elections remain fair and uncompromised.
In the 2018 general election, around 60%
of U.S. poll workers were over the age of 60.
Half of those workers were over the age of 70.
According to the Centers for Disease Control,
the risk of severe illness from COVID-19
increases with age. While a voter only stands

Mille Lacs County
Recycling Update
Thank you for recycling! The recycling drop sites
are averaging 34.5 tons/month for 2020. There
has been a significant increase since the new
recycling program was initially implemented in
January. As winter quickly approaches, please
remember to be cautious at the recycling
sites. While plowing/sanding/salting will be
completed as necessary, there may be slick
spots near the recycling trailers.

Additional Reminders:

1. Shredded paper cannot be recycled. Shredded
paper falls through the mechanical sorting
equipment and cannot be recovered.
2. Plastic bags cannot be recycled. Plastic
bags get tangled in the mechanical sorting
equipment. Plastic bags can be recycled at
participating retail store. It is recommended to
use reusable containers, without a bag, to store
and transport your recyclables.

in line and votes once, an election judge could
be exposed to every voter throughout the day.
Minnesota has also joined a national push to
recruit younger poll workers. Election judges
are paid, temporary employees of your city
or town. There are no location requirements,
and you are able to commute to wherever
you are needed. All poll workers will be
provided with personal protective equipment
to limit the risk of exposure. If you are over 18
and willing to support our democracy as an
election judge, contact a city or township in
Mille Lacs County and offer to help. If you need
the contact information for city or township
officials, feel free to contact the Mille Lacs
County Auditor’s Office at (320) 983-8310.

County Attorney Joe Walsh
Joe Walsh has been serving as your
County Attorney since 2015. Joe states,
"serving as Mille Lacs County Attorney
has been the greatest privilege of my
career."
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3. Garbage cannot be recycled. Examples of
garbage deposited in the recycling trailers
include: light fixtures, door handles, clothes,
mattress pad, dinnerware, coolers, garden
hoses, plastic toilets, lawn chair, coolers, gas
cans, dog food bags, chip bags, hangers, etc.
While some of these items may be labeled as
recyclable plastics #1, #2, or #5, they are not
recyclable. If you are unsure whether an item is
recyclable follow this simple reminder – when in
doubt, throw it out.
4. Rinse and dry recyclables before disposing
of them. Food waste left in containers will
contaminate the load and may result in
recyclable material being landfilled.
5. Seasonal items such as tissue paper, wrapping
paper, bows, Styrofoam, and holiday lights are
not recyclable.

Drop Site Hours & Locations

Isle: 465 Isle Street West – Open 24 Hours/Day,
7 Days/Week.
Milaca: 565 8th Street NE – Open 24 Hour/Day,
7 Days/Week (Except Friday between 10:00
A.M. and 4:00 P.M.).
Onamia: 35617 125th Ave – Open 24 Hours/Day,
7 Days/Week.
Princeton: 10039 55th Street – Open 24 Hours/
Day on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday,
& Sunday.

Mille Lacs County Voting Options
By Eric Bartusch, County Auditor-Treasurer
There are three options to vote in the upcoming November
election. Every vote will be counted, regardless of the manner in
which an individual chooses to vote.

anytime between now and November 2, 2020. Visit the Mille
Lacs County Auditor’s Office in the Historic Courthouse at 635
2nd Street Southeast, Milaca, MN 56353 in order to vote early.

1. Vote by mail

3. Vote at your Precinct

2. Vote Early In-Person

Questions about the voting process? Please contact the Mille
Lacs County Auditor’s Office at 320-983-8310.

To vote by mail, visit www.mnvotes.org to fill out an absentee
ballot application. The absentee ballot application may be
completed online or printed and mailed to the Mille Lacs
County Auditor’s Office at 635 2nd Street Southeast, Milaca,
MN 56353. Once received, the Auditor’s Office will then send
you a ballot. Please complete the ballot and return via mail or
in-person to the Auditor’s Office.

All of Mille Lacs County’s twenty polling places will be open and
fully staffed on Election Day. Each resident will have the option
to go to their designated polling place and vote in-person
on Election Day, November 3, 2020. Due to the Governor’s
Executive Order, all individuals will be required to wear a mask
while in the polling place (unless an individual meets exemption
requirements from the mandate).

Mille Lacs County residents have the opportunity to vote early

How to Vote Absentee
By Eric Bartusch, County Auditor-Treasurer
Is absentee voting secure?
Minnesota uses several checks to ensure that absentee ballots
received and accepted are verified to be from voters that are
eligible to vote in that precinct. Additionally, voters can track
the status of their ballots at mnvotes.org to confirm that it was
received and counted.

At the National and State level, lawmakers weigh the pros and
cons of voting by mail in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since 2014, Minnesota voters have had the option to vote
absentee without a specific reason, otherwise known as “noexcuse absentee” voting. This absentee voting period begins
46 days prior to Election Day. You will need to complete an
absentee ballot application in order to receive an absentee
ballot.

How to Vote Absentee

1. Apply for a ballot any time during the year at
www,mnvotes.org. Election officials will send voting materials
once ballots are available.
2. Read the instructions that come with your ballot carefully!
Your ballot will not count if you do not complete all the forms.
3. You will need a witness when you vote and complete your
ballot. The witness can be either a registered Minnesota voter
or a notary. Your witness must sign the signature envelope and
list their address.
Is absentee voting safe?
While Mille Lacs County will take additional safety precautions
to protect Election workers and Voters on Election Day, noexcuse absentee voting offers Mille Lacs County residents the
opportunity to vote without physically traveling to the polling
location.

4. If you are not registered to vote, you will get a registration
application in your materials. To register, show your witness
one of the identification options listed in the instructions.
Your witness must mark which ID you showed them on your
signature envelope.
5. After you finish, mail the ballot and forms back right away.
Your ballot will not count if it is received after Election Day. You
can also return your ballot in person to the Mille Lacs County
Auditor’s Office.

Additional Questions

Contact the Mille Lacs County Auditor’s Office.
Mille Lacs County Auditor’s Office
635 2nd St SE,
Milaca, MN 56353
elections@millelacs.mn.gov
320-983-8310

Frequently Asked Questions

Will my absentee ballot count?
Your absentee ballot will count as long as you return your ballot
on time and fill out the forms correctly.
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Mille Lacs County Budget 2021
By Pat Oman, County Administrator
Per Minnesota State Statute 275.065
Mille Lacs County is required to certify
its proposed property tax levy for payable
2021 to the county auditor and submit
its date for a truth-in-taxation public
meeting at which the budget and levy will
be discussed, and the public allowed to
speak; both of these deliverables must be
completed on or before September 30, 2020.
The Mille Lacs County Administrative
Services Office (ASO) is responsible
for developing the County budget, and
recommending a proposed maximum levy
for County Board consideration. As part
of the budget development process, each
County department head is responsible for
preparing a proposed annual departmental
budget by July for the following budget
year. The budget is revised through ongoing
departmental meetings, and County Board
meeting review.

Image courtesy of Edee Conner.

During the September 29, 2020 Special County Board Meeting,
the Administrative Services Office staff reviewed Resolution 09-292020-02 and received County Board approval to set the proposed
maximum levy to 4.9%. The resolution cited several factors for this
levy recommendation as follows: Mille Lacs County is contractually
obligated to increase employee bargaining units wages; Mille Lacs
County has increased the amount allocated to the contingency
account; Mille Lacs County has proposed a wage increase of 2%
for non-bargaining union employees and elected officials; Mille
Lacs County has been notified that Minnesota Department of
Transportation has projected a decrease in State Aid funding; Mille
Lacs County has been notified that the Public Employee Insurance
Program (PEIP) has increased health insurance rates by 9.7%; and
Mille Lacs County must increase jail staffing in order to meet the
requirements of the Minnesota Department of Corrections Annual
Audit.
At the same Special County Board meeting, the County Board
approved scheduling the truth-in-taxation public meeting to conduct
the 2021 budget and levy review for Tuesday, December 1, 2020
at 6:00 pm. The final 2021 budget and levy will be certified on
Tuesday, December 15th, 2020.
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“The Truth-inTaxation Public
Hearing will be held
Tuesday, December
1, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.
in the Board Room at
the Mille Lacs County
Historic Courthouse.”

Mille Lacs County Emergency Preparedness News

Get Ready for Minnesota’s
Winter Hazard Awareness Week
November 9 - 13, 2020
By Julie Peterson, Emergency Manager
It’s time to start reviewing your winter weather emergency
plans and supplies. The following tips will help you be
prepared for winter weather threats including: Extreme cold
temperatures, Wind chill, Heavy snow, and Ice.
Winter Driving:
• Get your vehicle winterized before the onset of winter
weather.
• Always check the latest weather information before you
travel.
• Keep your gas tank full. Less than ½ tank of gas may lead
to condensation in your gas tank. The condensation allows
ice crystals to form which can block your fuel line and the
flow of gas to the engine.
• Remember that bridges, on/off ramps, overpasses and
underpasses may be more slippery than other parts of the
road.
• Be careful around snowplows – reduce your speed and
never drive into a snow cloud. Stay Back - Stay Alive.
• If you are stuck out on the road during a winter storm,
remain with your vehicle – do not attempt to walk in a winter
storm. Make your vehicle visible to rescuers by tying a bright
colored bandana or cloth to the antenna/roof rack. Beware
of carbon monoxide – make sure snow does not block the
exhaust pipe so you can run your vehicle for a few minutes
every hour to help stay warm. Be sure to keep one window
open slightly while the car is running.
Put together a winter storm survival kit to carry in your
vehicle. A typical kit should include:
o A large coffee can with a plastic lid to hold some of your
items;
o High energy foods;
o Bright colored bandana or cloth to tie on the antenna/roof
rack;
o Candles/matches;
o Metal cup to melt snow for drinking water;
o Flashlight and spare batteries;
o First aid kit;
o Shovel;
o Jumper cables;
o Tow rope/strap;
o A bag of sand/salt for traction;
o Basic tools;
o Sleeping bags/blankets;
o Warm clothing/boots;
o Cell phone/charger/portable power supply.
Winter Fire/Heating Safety:
• If you plan on using a wood stove or fireplace, be sure the
chimney is clean and functioning properly.
• Have at least three feet of clearance between any heat
source and anything that can burn.

• Do not operate gas/propane heaters or any other fuel
burning heaters indoors.
• Check your carbon monoxide and smoke detectors to make
sure they have fresh batteries and are functioning correctly –
they should be tested monthly.
Outdoor Winter Safety:
• Remember that ice on lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, etc. is
never 100% safe.
• Dress in layers and be sure to wear a hat and gloves/
mittens.
• Change out of wet clothing right away.
• Don’t overdo it, especially when shoveling. Take frequent
rest breaks and drink plenty of water during strenuous
outdoor activities.
Winter Weather Terms:
Advisories: Issued for conditions which warrant increased
awareness and moderately impact travel, but where the
weather is not severe enough to merit a warning.
Actions to take: Closely monitor future forecasts and
statements and be alert for watches or warnings when winter
weather is highlighted in an advisory.
Hazardous Weather Outlooks: Provide general information
on developing winter weather up to a week before it occurs.
Actions to take: Closely monitor future forecasts and
statements and be alert for watches, warnings and advisories
when winter weather is highlighted in an outlook.
Winter Storm Watch: Severe weather conditions including
heavy snow, blowing snow, freezing rain and/or sleet may
soon affect your area. Actions to take: Pay special attention
to future forecasts and statements and begin to make safety
preparations.
Winter Storm Warning: Severe winter weather conditions
are occurring or are imminent. Most warnings are issued for
heavy snow and wind, but may also be issued for ice and sleet
storms. Actions to take: Take immediate action to ensure the
appropriate safety precautions have been taken.
Blizzard Warning: Visibilities are reduced to less than ¼
mile for several hours due to falling and/or blowing snow,
making travel virtually impossible. The wind will be at least
35 mph. Actions to take: Stay in a safe place so you don’t
become stranded in the storm.
Wind Chill: This is the cooling effect of the combination of
temperature and wind on exposed skin. The updated wind
chill chart is available on the County website
(www.millelacs.mn.gov).
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Meet the County Engineer
My name is Neal Knopik and Mille Lacs County has appointed me
as the new County Engineer. My education background includes
graduating from Little Falls Community High School and later
from the University of Minnesota Twin Cities with a Bachelor’s of
Science Degree in Civil Engineering. I started my engineering
career working for a nationwide formwork construction company
in Minneapolis where I worked on projects all over the country for
four years until they restructured and wanted me to move to New
Orleans. I chose instead to move to California, where I worked for a
couple general contractors as both a project engineer and estimator.
In 2005, I started a ten-year career with the City of Lancaster where
I worked as both a Construction Engineer and Design Engineer on a
wide array of projects. In 2015, I left the high desert for the coastline
beaches of Ventura, where I worked as their Senior Construction
Engineer - managing both Capital and Land Development projects
for just over four years before moving back to Minnesota to be closer
to family.
I am excited and fortunate to be part of the Mille Lacs County team
and am looking forward to serving the residents of the area. It’s
great to be back in Minnesota.

Local Support

By Don Lorge, County Sheriff

It is no secret that we are in very trying times. We have become new pioneers in a world that is unfamiliar. A world of
controversy, political despair, and fear mongering. It may feel like the world population is reaching out for reasons
to argue and disagree creating a great division no matter what the topic.
Even the news outlets have become so biased that it is hard to know what is real and what is a political agenda
for certain gains. These are places that people try to turn to for information and an education of the world
happenings just to be miss led and used as an outlet for these certain agendas.
I say enough with the doom and gloom and let’s talk about what is real and what we can control. We all have the
opportunity to stand up and make a difference rather than take a seat on the side lines and let things happen.
We can decide to get on board with good or evil it is our choice and I believe that most will choose well.
I understand that decisions we make in life will always have opposition and this is OK. It is OK to agree to
disagree as long as we can remain productive and civil. What I want the public to know and understand is
that what is being portrayed on the news when it comes to support of Law Enforcement is not what we are
experiencing here in Mille Lacs County.
I can say without a doubt that most people will choose to keep their Police. I have experienced this daily in the
gratitude and the many “thank you for your service” that we receive on a consistence basis. And for this I am
grateful. I am thankful that we have local news that is supportive in their narratives.
So I say THANK YOU to those who have been and continue to be supportive in your local law enforcement.
Sincerely,
Don Lorge
Mille Lacs County Sheriff
As of 2019, Don Lorge has been serving as
your County Sheriff. Sheriff Lorge's goal is "to
perform all duties mandated by the Constitution
of the United States of America and the State of
Minnesota in a professional, ethical, and costefficient manner."
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Are you confused by property taxes? You are not the
only one! The property tax system in Minnesota is one of
the more complicated systems in our nation. There are
few steps with lots of work and calculations to calculate
the correct amount of tax each property pays. But when
you break it down, there is three components needed
to calculate your property tax: classification, value and
budget. Hopefully, I can shed a little light on such a dark
topic.
The first component of property tax is the classification of
a property. In Minnesota, we have more than 40 different
classifications. The classification of a property is based
on the use of a property. The main classifications we
see are Residential, Agricultural, Seasonal Recreational,
Commercial, Industrial, Apartments and Exempt. Each
different classification has its own calculations as a basis
for taxes. Homesteading a property can help reduce
the amount of taxes paid, especially for agricultural
properties. Agricultural properties must have 10 acres
or more in production to receive that classification.
Whereas commercial properties pay at a higher rate. If
there is no apparent use on the property, we look at the
highest and best use of the property. This may require us
to look at the zoning of the property. So, the use of the
property does play an important part of the amount of
taxes you pay.

Property TAx:
understanding
the process

The second component of the property tax system is the
valuation of the property. Each year it is the responsibility
of the Assessor’s Office to accurately calculate the
Estimated Market Value of every property. Once every five
years we physically look at every property. We also analyze
all property transactions that occur in the county. When
a property sells, we take the current county assessed
value and divide it by the sales price. This gives us a ratio
that will be used to confirm how close to market value
we actual are. A ratio near 100% means we are at market
value. But when we have ratios near 80%, this indicates
that the market is increasing and we need to increase
values. Or if we are seeing a downward trend, the ratios
will be more than 100%. When we compile all of our sales
ratios, we adjust the values of all properties based on the
median sales ratio. Our goal, by analyzing the sales, is to
make adjustments to all properties fairly and equitably
to follow the market trends and be at market value.

By Daryl Moeller, County assessor

In March, the Assessor’s Office will mail out the Notice of
Valuation and Classification. This is the first opportunity
to voice your concerns about the classification or value of
your property and ultimately the amount of tax you will
pay. If you feel we have accurately classed and valued your
property, then these two components of the process are
complete. But, if you believe that we have misclassified
or inaccurately valued your property, you have an
opportunity to clarify why there is a disagreement. The
best thing to do at this point is to call the assessor for
your area and discuss your property and sales. If we still
don’t agree, Local Board of Appeal and Equalization and/
or County Board Appeal and Equalization meetings are
set up to finalize this process. Don’t wait too long for this
discussion, once these meetings are complete, these
Images courtesy of Heather Stokes.
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there are three components needed
to calculate your property tax:
classification, value, and budget.
components of the property tax process are done. This is
the classification and value used in the calculation process
for the following year’s tax.
The last component of the property tax system is the
budgets, the money that will become your taxes, and
needed to operate your local governments. Each year your
elected officials will vote on a budget. Depending on the
type of local government, will depend on when the budget
is approved. Many townships approve a budget at the
annual meeting, normally in March. If you want to be a part
of this budget process, you will need to attend the Annual
Meeting. However, some townships, cities, school districts
and the county set a preliminary budget in SeptemberOctober. Once the preliminary budget is approved, they
cannot add to it, but they can decrease it. When the
budgets are submitted to the Auditor’s Office, they will use
the classification and value of your property and preliminary
budget to calculate a tax rate. Once a tax rate is calculated for a jurisdiction, we can use that to calculate the taxes for
each property. Depending on the total valuation of a township, city, school or county and the size of their respective
budget, will determine the rate. Areas that have high values and a small budget will have a low tax rate. On the flip
side, if we don’t have much value, and the budget is larger, we end up with a higher tax rate. And if you have a high
value and high budget or low value and low budget, you will fall in the middle.
So now that we have the classification, valuation and a preliminary budget, the next step is to notify all property
owners with an estimate of taxes called the Truth-In-Taxation statement. These are mailed out in November. Then
in early December, local governments, that set their budgets at the end of the year, hold meetings to discuss the
budget before the final approval. These meetings are set up for citizens to discuss the budget of their government;
the amount of money a budget increases or decreases will have an impact on the amount of tax each property pays.
After the Truth-In-Taxation meeting is over, the elected officials will make any final adjustments and vote to approve
the final budget for the next year.
Everything that is needed to calculate a tax statement is now complete. Classification and Valuation were finalized in
the spring, the budget was approved at the end of the year.
The final step of the process is to do the final calculations
and issue the tax statements. There is a lot of work that
goes into producing a tax statement. Months of work by
the assessors to look at each property to classify and value
properly. Months of compiling budgetary items so that
the local governments can operate and fill the needs of
the citizens. There are meetings to attend to voice your
concerns about either the classification or the value of your
property or about the budget of your local governments.
There are many variables in this process that can affect the
amount of money you pay for taxes. How much did the real
estate market go up or down compared to other areas of
the county? How much new construction was added? Any
new commercial properties coming into the county or did
companies move out of the county? Do we need to offer
more services or are services getting cut? Is the cost of
operating the government going up or down? All of these
make a difference in how much you pay in taxes. So, when
you get your tax statement next spring and wonder why
your taxes changed, it is not a quick and simple answer.
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When are Septic System
Compliance Inspections Required?
By Nathan Porttiin, Land Services Technician

A question often asked when preparing for a building project
or transfer of property is if a septic system compliance
inspection will be required. This requirement can change with
zoning district so it isn’t necessarily the same County wide. In
Mille Lacs County, the septic system on the property needs
to be compliant in the following case scenarios:

abutting water) properties as well. Depending on when the
septic system was last inspected or installed, it may be in
compliance already. Compliance Inspection reports are valid
for 3 years after the inspection date noted on the report, and
a Certificate of Compliance (COC) for a newly installed septic
system is valid for 5 years after the date the COC is issued,
unless found non-compliant.

(1) Prior to the issuance of a permit or variance to add a
bedroom to a structure; or

In order to figure out if your septic system is in compliance,
the “Zoning Documents” under “Available Reports” can
be selected after using the “Identify” tool to select your
property within the public Interactive GIS. Properties may not
have any documents available if nothing has been submitted
to Mille Lacs County. Clicking on the document number will
open the document, at which time the status of the system
and date the inspection was completed will be visible, if
available.

(2) For all variances or permits for new construction in the
shoreland and wild and scenic river districts; permits issued
for re-roofing, siding or window/door replacement are
exempt from this provision provided that there is at least one
previous compliance inspection on file with the County since
the installation of the SSTS; or
(3) Prior to the sale or transfer of property, unless explicitly
exempt below:
a. The sale or transfer of property in which the affected tract
is devoid of structures.
b. The sale or transfer of property in which the affected
tract is connected exclusively to a municipal wastewater
treatment system.
c. The sale or transfer does not require the filing of a
Certificate of Real Estate Value, as described in Minnesota
Statutes §272.115.

The public Interactive GIS map is available on the
County website at www.millelacs.mn.gov under
“County Mapping.”
If found compliant, adding 3 years to the date of the
compliance inspection report, or 5 years from the date the
COC was issued will determine if the inspection report or COC
is still valid, or if a septic system compliance inspection is
required to be completed before your project.

(4) When making application for a conditional use permit
or administrative subdivision for properties within the
Shoreland or Wild & Scenic River (WSR) zoning districts.

If you have questions about your properties zoning and
whether or not your septic system is compliant, or if you
will be required to have a compliance inspection completed,
contact the Land Services Office at 320-983-8308.

The Shoreland and Wild & Scenic River (WSR) zoning districts
are not exclusive to riparian (abutting water) properties,
these zoning districts extend into non-riparian (not

Mille Lacs County COVID-19 Statistics
Available Online
All Mille Lacs County COVID-19 statistics are available on the County website under
“COVID-19 Dashboard.” View information regarding the number of cases since
March 2020, hospitalized cases, recent cases, and confirmed COVID-19 deaths. This
information is updated daily. To view the COVID-19 dashboard, visit
www.millelacs.mn.gov.
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Beware of Scammers: Obtain Your Own Property Record
By Michele McPherson, Land Services Director
Have you recently purchased a home? Did you shortly after
receive in the mail a solicitation offering to provide you your
property deed and associated information for a fee? The
mailing looks very official, but read the fine print carefully, they
often state “is not associated with any governmental agency”,
but recipients often miss this detail. Typically the offer includes
providing the deed, an a property “profile” which contains the
property identification number (PIN), the market value, the
sale amount, the second owner name and other information
that is available in the public record.
Most of the information is available through the County’s
Interactive GIS website and property owners can obtain a
copy of the last recorded deed from the Recorder’s Office for
no charge. Lesson of the day – be aware of scammers and
don’t pay those fees to obtain information available on the
county’s website or from a county office for free. Call the Land
Services Office at 320-983-8208 with any questions or visit
www.millelacs.mn.gov/1282
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By Stefanie Dillan, Lead Elibility Worker; Heather Glem, Lead Eligibility Worker; and Erin Pieper, Eligibility Worker.
Have you ever wondered what Long Term Care Service benefits are
and how someone might qualify for these benefits? Or perhaps you
have considered applying for Long Term Care Service benefits but
you are afraid of the “county taking your home”. Mille Lacs County
Community and Veteran Services’ Long Term Care Unit is going to
provide you with some of these answers as well as some more answers
to common questions and myths associated with these benefits
through a three-part series.

Some of the assets we do not count include:
Personal property, household goods, one vehicle, capital assets
needed to operate a trade or business, money set aside for a burial
space and burial space items for you, your spouse and other members
of your immediate family, retirement annuities funded by a pension
fund or retirement plan unless you can get all or part of the funds.
Can my spouse keep any of our assets?
If your spouse does not receive Long Term Care Services, you must
have you and your spouse’s assets evaluated to determine the amount
of assets your spouse can keep that will not be counted towards
your asset limit of $3,000. As of 1-1-20, the Community Spouse’s
maximum asset allowance is $128,640. An Asset Assessment would
be completed by an Eligibility Worker for the month the request was
made for payment of Long Term Care Services.

What are Long Term Care Services?
Long Term Care (LTC) services include:
• Skilled nursing facility care you receive when you live in a nursing
home.
• Services covered by any home and community-based services waiver
programs, such as the Elderly Waiver (EW) program. The Elderly
Waiver program is for people who are over the age of 65 that meet a
nursing home level of care, but choose to live in the community.

Will I have to sell my home if I move into a nursing home?
We do not count your home as an asset if one of the following family
members lives in the home:
• Your spouse.
• A child under age 21.
• A child who is blind or disabled.
• A brother or sister who owns the home with you and has lived there
at least one year before you moved into a nursing home and they must
have equity interest in the home.
• A child who lived with you and helped take care of you for at least
two years before you went into a nursing home. Proof that the child
was needed in the home to care for the parent which allowed them
to remain living in the home rather than entering a nursing home
sooner; a physician’s statement will be required.

How do I qualify for payment of Long Term Care Services?
• An Application for Medical Assistance (MA) for Long Term Care
Services (DHS-3531) will need to be completed.
• You must meet the program rule for MA, including the income and
asset limits.
• You must meet the level of care requirements. To reside in a Skilled
Nursing Facility, a Pre-admission Screening must be completed.
For the Elderly Waiver program, a MN Choice Assessment must be
completed.
• The equity in your home cannot be more than the home equity
limit unless an exception applies. The current home equity limit is
$595,000.
• You must name DHS a preferred remainder beneficiary of certain
annuities owned by you or your spouse.
• You and your spouse cannot give away income or assets within the
last 5 years from your request for payment of long term care services
or you could be subject to a penalty period because of this transfer.

If you do not meet one of the above exclusions or cannot return to
your home in the future, you will have six calendar months from
the date you permanently moved into a nursing home to make a
reasonable effort to sell it. Watch for our next article as we will
go into more detail on what is a “reasonable effort” to sell nonhomestead real property and what happens once your home is sold.

Is there an asset limit to qualify for Medical Assistance (MA)?
Most people must have assets within a certain limit to qualify for
Medical Assistance (MA). The asset limit is $3000 for people who
are 65 years old or older or who are blind or have a disability.

Other topics that will be address throughout this three-part series
will be:
• What is a transfer and what is a transfer penalty?
• Do I contribute my income toward the cost of care?
• Can I give part of my income to my community spouse?

What assets count for MA?
Some of the assets we count include:
Cash, Bank Accounts, Stocks, Bonds, CD’s, Non-homestead
property, More than 1 vehicle, Contract for Deed.

If you have any questions regarding Long Term Care Services for
yourself or a family member, please contact Mille Lacs County
Community and Veteran Services Long Term Care unit at
(320) 983-8208.

What Assets are not counted for MA?
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Update on Reservation-Related Litigation
Readers of this column know that a frequent topic is the tangle of
litigation around the status of the former Mille Lacs reservation.
There are numerous parties in this lawsuit and complex issues of
history, law and more. All of this activity is being litigated before
United States District Court Judge Susan Richard Nelson in Saint
Paul.

That said, the full implications of this 5-4 ruling are still being
assessed. Even so, its impact is already being felt in Oklahoma, where
thousands of tribal members who were convicted in state courts are
seeking to have their cases thrown out.
As an aside, such an impact is unlikely in Minnesota as it is what
is referred to a “Public Law 280 state,” meaning the State has clear
criminal jurisdiction throughout all reservations except Red Lake
and Bois Forte. Should it ultimately be determined that the Mille
Lacs reservation still exists, criminal prosecutions of tribal members
in state court would likely not be affected.

At present, the Band’s lawsuit is in the final stage of discovery,
the collecting of facts and information that are relevant to the
case. In September, the depositions of four experts in the fields
of demography, linguistics, and anthropology were taken and in
October, experts with knowledge of history and land ownership will
be similarly deposed.

Advocates for Indian tribes were encouraged by McGirt and by
the possibility that it signaled a durable five-member majority on
the Supreme Court that would look favorably on the claims of
Indian tribes. That possibility is now substantially in doubt with the
passing of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and the likelihood that her
apparent replacement – federal appellate Judge Amy Coney Barrett
– will align with the conservative wing of the Court. A six-member
conservative majority on the Supreme Court would appear to
strengthen the County’s position on the reservation status if this case
reached the Supreme Court.

In late August, motions for partial summary judgment were heard by
Judge Nelson. The motion by the Band for summary judgment seeks
the Court’s ruling that the Band has standing to bring its original
case, that the case is “ripe” – appropriate to be decided now – and
that it is not “moot” or irrelevant. Judge Nelson has yet to rule on
these motions.
Separately, the County Attorney and the Sheriff are seeking to have
the claims against them dismissed from the Band’s lawsuit. Again,
Judge Nelson has not ruled on this request.

Even so, nothing is certain: The new Justice could share Justice
Gorsuch’s views regarding reservation disestablishment, or she could
join the four conservative members who were in the minority on
McGirt. She could, perhaps, chart a new course entirely.

Once discovery is completed at the end of October, the parties can
move forward with summary judgment motions on the merits of
the Band’s lawsuit and it’s reasonable to expect that one or more of
the parties will do so. A summary judgment decision on the merits
would end the case (barring appeals to a higher court). If Judge
Nelson denies the summary judgment motions, the matter would
proceed to trial, likely sometime in 2021.

And, to add another layer of complexity to the analysis, should
Joe Biden win the presidential election and should Judge Barrett’s
nomination not be confirmed by the Senate before the next inaugural
– a possibility that at this point seems unlikely but not zero –
President Biden presumably would make his own nomination to the
Court, one that would likely restore the conservative/liberal balance
in place when McGirt was decided.

It would be wonderful – certainly for readers – if we could conclude
our status report here, but events outside of the case has the potential
to impact its progress. Thus, some observations on a recent Supreme
Court decision and the potential impact of a new justice on the
Court are in order.

This is not simply idle speculation. The Band’s case is one of the few
cases – out of tens of thousands of federal law cases brought each year
– that has a significant chance of reaching the Supreme Court. The
makeup of the Court may well impact the outcome of the Mille Lacs
Reservation boundary dispute.

In July 2020, the U.S. Supreme Court issued its ruling in McGirt
v. Oklahoma, finding that a large portion of eastern Oklahoma
remains Indian Country. The decision, written by Justice Neil
Gorsuch and joined by the four liberal members of the Court, held
that Congress had almost, but not quite, terminated the Indian
reservation in eastern Oklahoma because it did not use language
typically associated with disestablishment of a reservation such as
“sell,” “cede,” or “relinquish.”

Thank you, as always, for your attention to this issue and to its many
twists and turns, its complexities and uncertainties. No matter what
your position on this matter may be, it is important to everyone who
lives in, works in or visits Mille Lacs County.
By: Randy V. Thompson, Esq.
NOLAN, THOMPSON, LEIGHTON & TATARYN, PLC
5001 American Blvd. W., Suite 595
Bloomington, MN 55437
Telephone No. 952-405-7171
E-mail: rthompson@nmtlaw.com

Based on the majority’s analysis in McGirt, the case may have
limited impact on the status of the Mille Lacs reservation where
Congress did use the words “cede” and “relinquish,” which are the
terms Congress has expressly used to disestablish a reservation.
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Are you
a Veteran
impacted
by
COVID-19?

OMMUNITY

The Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs is accepting applications from
Minnesota Veterans who have been financially impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic. MDVA will be awarding one-time financial relief grants in the
amount of $1,000.

Eligible Applicants must be:
1. A Veteran as defined by MN Statute 197.447, or the surviving spouse
(who has not remarried) of a deceased veteran, and
2. A Minnesota Resident, and
3. Have been negatively financial impacted by COVID-19
Funding is available for both Disaster Relief Grants and Special Needs Grants.
Both grant applications may be submitted through your County Veterans
Service Officer. The Disaster Relief Grant may also be submitted directly
online by a Veteran or surviving spouse.

For more information or to apply,
visit MinnesotaVeteran.org/COVIDRelief
To contact your local County Veterans
Service Officer, visit MACVSO.org
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Genny Reynolds

807 N 3rd St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4613
District 1:
City of Princeton

Timothy Wilhelm

10287 55th St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4449
District 2: Princeton,
Greenbush, and Milo
Townships. City of Pease.

Phil Peterson

13827 140th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)983-2462
District 3: Milaca
Township; Cities of
Foreston and Milaca.

Roger Tellinghuisen
8868 110th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)369-4273

District 4: Bogus Brook,
Borgholm, Dailey, Hayland,
Mudgett, Bradbury,Page,
Onamia and Lewis
Townships; City of Bock.

David Oslin

39635 State Hwy 47
PO Box 377
Isle, MN 56342
(320)676-8621
District 5: Kathio, South
Harbor, Isle Harbor and East
Side Townships. Cities of
Isle, Onamia and Wahkon.

City of Princeton

Meet Your County Commissioners.

Learn how your County Commissioner can help you.
Regular County Board Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9 A.M. in the Historic
Courthouse. The public is welcome to attend. If you have any questions regarding County Board Meetings, please
contact County Administrator, Pat Oman, at 320-983-8218.
Your County Commissioners have a vast array of responsibilities, including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish policies and procedures for administration of programs;
Review, adjust and adopt the annual county budget;
Authorize the levy and collection of property taxes throughout the county;
Monitor the overall fiscal health of the county;
Adopt a capital improvement plan covering major county expenditures over a series of years;
Adopt ordinances for enforcement of county-wide actions;
Approve county participation in joint powers agreements with other governmental units;
Represent the county on administrative/advisory boards and commissions.
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Contact The County

Have a question or comment? We are happy to help.
Department

Duties

Phone Number
320-983-8218

•

Marriage Licenses, Birth, and
Death Certificates

•

Personnel Management

•

Technology Services

•

Facility Operations

•

Budget & Financial Management

•

Property Valuation & Classification

•

Administers homestead and other
property tax programs

Attorney's Office

•

Prosecutes Crimes

320-983-8305

AuditorTreasurer's
Office

•

Administers Property Taxes &
Elections

320-983-8310

•

Issues Passports

•

Liquor, Tobacco, Auctioneer licenses

Community
& Veterans
Services

•

Social Services & Public Health

•

Financial Assistance & Child Support

•

Veterans Services

Court
Administration

•

Collects Court Fees & Fines

•

Jury Duty

•

Hearing Dates

•

County Ditches

320-983-8232

•

Solid Waste

•

Environmental Regulations

320-983-8458
SSTS Septic Systems

•

Land Management

•

Parks & Trails

•

Recorded Land Records

•

Land Use Regulation

•

Building Permits

Probation Office

•

Supervision of juvenile &
non-felony adult offenders.

320-983-8202

Public Works

•

Maintains Bridges, County Roads,
& County State Aid Highways

320-983-8201

Sheriff's Office

•

Law Enforcement

320-983-8250

•

Custodial care of inmates.

•

Court-Related Services

Soil & Water
Conservation
District

•

Water Quality & Soil Health
Resources

320-983-2160

U of M Extension

•

4-H Extension Office

320-983-8317

Administrative
Services Office

Assessor's Office

Environmental
Resources

Land Services
Office

Register Online for the Quarterly
Newsletter

320-983-8311

Be the first to learn about the latest changes in
your government and community. Register online
to receive a digital copy of the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter, before it is even off the press!
Visit www.millelacs.mn.gov to register.

Land Ownership,
Escrows; Passports

320-983-8304
Property Tax

320-983-8208

320-983-8313

320-983-8308

Mille Lacs County Photographers
Mille Lacs County appreciates local photographers!
Check out the Mille Lacs County Photo Gallery online
at www.millelacs.mn.gov/2611.

Want Your Photos Featured?

Mille Lacs County is seeking photographers! Digital
image files must be in high resolution. Please visit the
Mille Lacs County Photography page for additional
information at www.millelacs.mn.gov/2611 or contact
Kara Vatalaro in the Administrative Services Office at
kara.vatalaro@millelacs.mn.gov.
Top images courtesy of Laura Slaughter.
Bottom images courtesy of Edee Conner.

Access the latest Mille Lacs County news & announcements, permits, licenses, job listings, and more!

Stay Connected: Sign up to
receive the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter via
email! Register online at:

"Like" us on Facebook!
Stay up to date on the latest
county news, job opportunities,
and more.

www.millelacs.mn.gov/2617

www.facebook.com/
MilleLacsCounty
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Looking for a fresh career
path? Check out available job
opportunities at:
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/MilleLacs

Visit the new Mille Lacs
County website for local news
and announcements, online
access to permits, licenses,
job opportunities, and more.
www.millelacs.mn.gov

