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Upcoming Events

Image courtesy of Edee Conner.

County Board Meetings
Tuesday, August 4, 2020
Tuesday, August 18, 2020
Tuesday, September 1, 2020
Tuesday, September 18, 2020
Tuesday, October 6, 2020
Tuesday, October 20, 2020
Tuesday, November 3, 2020

The Value of
Human Life
County Attorney Joe
Walsh discusses how
human life is impacted
by law enforcement, drug
treatment court, and
public officials. Page 8.

Changing the
Reservation Status
Means Changing
Government
Jurisdiction
Learn about how
changing the reservation
status affects local
government jurisdiction.
Page 9.

4-H Summer
Activities
Learn about available 4-H
summer activities during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Page 12.

Household Hazardous
Waste Recycling Event
Update
Thank you for everyone who participated in the annual
household hazardous waste mobile collection events! This
year we had 201 participants in Milaca and 105 participants
in Wahkon. Based on feedback from the collection we
would like to share a few things to keep in mind as you
generate waste throughout the year:
1. Oil & Oil Filters: The Stearns County Mobile Collections
aren’t set up to process large loads of oil and/or oil
filters. There are multiple East Side Oil drop off locations
throughout the county that are better-equipped to handle
these items.
Environmental Resources Technician Corrine Webb
directing the public at the Milaca event.

2. Agricultural Chemicals: The Stearns County Mobile
Collections aren’t set up to process large loads agricultural
chemicals at the mobile events; however, Stearns County
will take large loads of these chemicals directly at their
facility in Waite Park. Please call ahead to let them know
you are coming.
3. Aerosol Cans: Completely empty cans can be disposed
of in the garbage.
4. Paint Cans: Completely empty and dry paint cans can
be disposed of in the garbage.
5. Needles: The Stearns County Mobile Collections aren’t
set up to process needles; however, Stearns County will
take needles directly at their facility in Waite Park. The
needles must be placed in a properly labeled and sealed
puncture-proof container.
Mille Lacs County residents can bring household hazardous
waste to Stearns County Household Hazardous Waste
Facility located at 3601 5th Street South Waite Park, MN
56387 year-round at no charge. Their hours of operation
are Monday – Friday 8 A.M. to 4:15 P.M. and the 1st and 3rd
Saturday of the month from 8:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. Please
call 320-255-6140 for more information.
Do you have questions on recycling in Mille Lacs County?
Contact Environmental Resources at 320-983-8325 with
any questions regarding recycling procedures.

Solid Waste Coordinator Stephanie Reynolds sorting
solid waste with Retrofit Companies' staff.

2

Recycling Drop Sites
By Stephanie Reynolds, Solid Waste Coordinator
Beginning February 1, 2020 Mille Lacs County Public Works began transporting
recyclables from the four (4) residential recycling drop sites to the recycling facility.
In the past, the County contracted with a hauler to provide residential recycling drop
site services throughout the County. The previous contract was with Jim’s Mille Lacs
Disposal for a period of three (3) years, January 1, 2017 – December 31, 2019. Near the
end of the Contract, the County considered several options for the residential recycling
program, including mandating residential garbage haulers to provide curbside recycling,
contracting with a hauler, or utilizing existing county staff to operate the program. After
comparing these options it was determined that it would be more cost-effective to
utilize existing county staff to operate the program.
Recyclables were initially transported to the Dem-Con material recovery facility (MRF)
in Shakopee, MN. A MRF is a facility in which co-mingled recyclables are sorted. After
an initial review of recycling volume and transportation costs the decision was made
to switch to the Republic Services Minden Transfer Station in St. Cloud. Both of these
facilities deal with single-sort recycling, which means all recyclables are commingled.
All of the trailers at the residential recycling drop sites have stickers with an accepted
materials list. This list of accepted materials was provided by the MRF; the MRF decides
what materials are acceptable based on what the recycling end markets accept. An
example of an end market is a manufacturing facility that uses the recycled material to
make a new product.
The accepted list posted on the trailers and on the County’s website utilizes the
information from the MRF along with instructions from the Minnesota Recycling
Education Committee guide on recyclable materials. This guide provides standardized
information on how recyclable materials should be prepared for recycling; for example,
to aid with mechanical sorting, plastic bottles should not be crushed and caps to be on
the bottle.
Mille Lacs County staff continue to track the volume of recyclables collected at each site
and the containers are emptied accordingly. The Milaca site is emptied five (5) times
each week, Isle is emptied two to three (2 to 3) times each week, Onamia is emptied
twice each week, and Princeton is emptied one time each week. However, the Princeton
hours of operations will be expanded to Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday. This will allow for the Princeton site to be emptied twice each week.
This schedule may change as staff continue to track
the volume of recyclables collected. In the last two
months there has been a noticeable increase in the
volume of recyclables collected. In fact, from March
to April alone there was a 22% increase! We would
like to thank you all for recycling, and urge everyone
to continue monitoring the accepted materials list.

Drop Site Hours & Locations
Isle: 465 Isle Street West – Open 24 Hours
Milaca: 565 8th Street NE – Open 24 Hours
(Except Friday Between 10:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M.)
Onamia: 35617 125th Ave – Open 24 Hours
Princeton: 10039 55th Street – NEW! Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, & Sunday.
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Development Ordinance 101:
Shoreland and Wild and Scenic River Districts
By Michele McPherson, Land Services Director

T

he State of Minnesota established the Shoreland Management program in 1969. That program established minimum
development standards for lot area, structure setbacks to the water, structure height limits and land alteration (grading
and filling) requirements. All of these requirements are geared to protect water quality by protecting habitat and soils
along surface waters; requirements apply to lands within 1,000 feet of the ordinary high water mark of surface waters. The
State standards are enforced by the adoption of local zoning standards.
Mille Lacs County has adopted local shoreland zoning standards and has three shoreland zoning districts. The largest
surface water with shoreland zoning standards is Mille Lacs Lake, but there are a number of smaller surface waters that
also have shoreland zoning requirements. Typical requirements include setting structures back 75 feet from the ordinary
high water mark and limiting the impervious surface coverage of the lot to 25 percent. Impervious surfaces are surfaces
that do not allow water to infiltrate into the soil such as structures, pavers, pavement, and compacted gravel. Water which
fall on these surfaces travels at a faster rate and is not treated before it enters the surface water; this leads to erosion and
sediment entering the water decreasing water quality.

“Typical requirements include setting structures back 75 feet from the ordinary
high water mark and limiting the impervious surface coverage of the lot to
25 percent.”
Lots along Mille Lacs Lake were created in the early 1900’s well before the adoption of the State and local shoreland
regulations. Lots of record and the structures located on them are considered nonconforming and can remain as is. It is
only until a landowner wishes to make changes that the new regulations apply. Sometimes, to redevelop a lot within the
shoreland area, variances need to be applied for. Variance were reviewed in the first quarter newsletter.
Related to shoreland regulations are Wild and Scenic River regulations. The Rum River in Mille Lacs, Sherburne, Isanti
and Anoka counties was designated a Wild and Scenic River in 1978. With this designation comes with a management
plan which was adopted in 1978. As with shoreland regulations, the wild and scenic river regulations establish structure
setbacks, lot sizes and other requirements. Since the designation was established by the Legislature, uses in the Wild
and Scenic River districts were also set by the Legislature and can only be changed by the Legislature, not locally by the
Planning Commission and County Board. Uses in the Wild and Scenic River district are intended to be low impact to protect
the aesthetic beauty and high water quality in the corridor.
In both types of districts, applying for a building permit will trigger the need for a septic compliance inspection. This is a
statutory requirement intended to locate and upgrade systems that do not comply with septic regulations and therefore
are not protective of grounds water. This should be included in your planning if you are thinking of building or remodeling
a structure located in either of these districts. Contact the Land Services Office to determine what zoning district your
property is located and to find out when the last septic compliance inspection was performed for your property.
For more resources regarding Shoreland and Wild and Scenic River requirements check the Ecological and Water
Resources Division page on the Department of Natural Resources website, the Environmental Resources page on the Mille
Lacs County website or Article 3 of the Mille Lacs County Development Ordinance.
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Do-It-Yourself Projects to
Protect Your Shoreline
By Lynn Gallice, Shoreline Technician
Tackling your shoreline erosion problem can seem a bit
intimidating. Here are some simple things you can do yourself.
Please note: before starting any shoreline work, consult the MN
DNR. You may need a permit.

Create a No-Mow Buffer

If you stop mowing, deep rooted native vegetation may come up
along your shoreline. Not only will this taller vegetation have
deeper roots to hold your soil, your new no mow buffer will also
protect your shoreline from erosion caused by stormwater runoff.
We would be happy to come out to your property to identify the
plants that you already have coming up. We can suggest great
pollinator and wildlife friendly native grasses and wildflowers to
add to your vegetation.
Image courtesy of Edee Conner.

Protect Your Soil

Wrap your eroding shore with erosion control fabric and then
plant native vegetation. Erosion control fabric holds your soil
while your native plants are establishing themselves. Stake the
fabric down and bury the edges in soil to hold it in. Native plants
have extensive root systems that hold soil in place.

Create a Native Plant Buffer

This easy to do. Start by removing or smothering the existing turf
grass. If you have smothered the turf grass, you can plant native
plants and shrubs right into the dead turf. If you have removed
the turf and have bare soil, you can seed with native grasses and
wild flowers. Protect the seeded area with an erosion control
blanket. Be sure to mow a few times the first year to prevent weed
growth. You can add native plant plugs (inexpensive 6 pack size)
to this planting at any time. Remember, mowed turf grass roots
are only about an inch long and will not hold your shoreline soil
in place.

Plant Native Shrubs and Plants

Plant native shrubs and plants into the open soil where your
shoreline is eroding. Some excellent choices for shorelines are
Red-osier Dogwood, Meadowsweet, False Indigo, Lake Sedge
and Blue Flag Iris. These are just a few of the many attractive and
functional native shrubs, sedges, grasses and wildflowers that
will help stabilize a shoreline.

Install a Coir Log at the Toe of Your
Shoreline

The toe is where the land and water meet and a coir log is a
coconut fiber log that can be temporarily staked in to support
your shore. Native plants can be planted behind, into and in front
of the coir log. This log will break down and dissolve over a few
years, leaving well established plants to stabilize your shore. Take
a look at this video put together by the Crow Wing SWCD for
instructions on installing a coir log at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=71q6eH0WTkQ
These easy projects will slow down erosion, filter runoff water
before it enters the lake or river and enhance pollinator and bird
habitat on your shoreline. Call the SWCD at 320-983-2160 with
questions about how to apply these techniques to your shoreline.
An example of shoreline planting.
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Property Reassessment in Mille Lacs County
By Daryl Moeller, County Assessor
Once every five years an assessor from Mille Lacs County
needs to physically view your property to verify the
information about your property is current. This allows us
to accurately determine the estimated market value and
the classification. For the 2021 Assessment, the following
Townships: Bogus Brook, Onamia, Page and South Harbor and
the Cities of Bock, Foreston and Pease along with Apartments,
Resorts and select Commercial properties are on schedule for
reassessment.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Mille Lacs County
Assessor’s Office will conduct their reassessment differently
this year. Over the next several months, your assessor will
arrive driving a Mille Lacs County vehicle and wearing a bright
vest to identify ourselves. Typically we would go to your door
and ask to see the house or ask questions about the inside
of your home. Unfortunately, we will not be coming to your
door. This year to keep you and the staff safe and healthy, we
will conduct the reassessment from a spot near our vehicle.

If you are present while an assessor at your property, you
may wish to answer questions that we have regarding your
property. We just ask that we practice safe social distancing
during this process. We will verify conditions of your house
and outbuildings and take photos to verify all buildings are
accounted for. In some instances, we may need to walk around
your property to accomplish this.
We will also use aerial photos that were flown in April 2020
to help identify buildings and to accurately look at your land
characteristics. We are asking you to follow up with the
Assessor’s Office to update information about your property
that might affect its value. You can contact your assessor
listed below for a phone interview, submit the questionnaire
that was mailed, or submit the form online at the County
Assessor’s Office website at www.millelacs.mn.gov/1185.
Thank you for your help and wishing you all the best. Contact
the Mille Lacs County Assessor’s Office with any questions at
320-983-8311.

David Vigdal
Onamia, Commercial
O: 320-983-8423 C: 320-292-9711			
david.vigdal@millelacs.mn.gov

Andy Crego
Bogus Brook Township, Page Township
O: 320-983-8277 C: 320-982-0492
andy.crego@millelacs.mn.gov

Lisa Olson
South Harbor Township, Apartments
O: 320-983-8324 C: 320-362-0287
lisa.olson@millelacs.mn.gov

Nicky Strain-Fillion
		
Bock, Foreston, Pease, Resorts, Mobile Homes
O: 320-983-8394 C: 320-982-0490
nicky.strain-fillion@millelacs.mn.gov

Mille Lacs County Fair Canceled
After much discussion and contemplation, it is with great sadness that the Mille Lacs County Fair Board of Directors has decided to
cancel the 2020 Mille Lacs County Fair scheduled for August 5 – 9, 2020.
The Board of Directors considered the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions and their impact on large gatherings, the ability to provide
proper and adequate disinfection, and the cancellation of the State Fair, community celebrations and neighboring Fairs in its
decision.
The health and safety of our community, fair guests, 4-H and FFA members, volunteers, exhibitors, and vendors is our top priority.
As with all of you, we are disappointed, but know that the Board has made the right decision given the difficulty of enforcing
social distancing requirements, providing proper disinfection and preserving our financial ability to present future fairs. As Board
members, planning and executing the annual Fair is a labor of love and we will miss seeing all of you in 2020. Our energies will now
focus on preparing the grounds and planning for the 2021 Fair which will be our 130th.
The Fair Board will support any future event that may be planned to celebrate the accomplishments of our 4-H and FFA members,
under the direction of their State & County leadership.
The decision to cancel the 2020 Fair does not affect Friday night races at Princeton Speedway as those are conducted by a private
promoter, Princeton Speedway Inc. In addition, other groups have events planned on the fairgrounds for late summer and fall that
are not affected by this decision.
We appreciate the support we receive from everyone that participates in the Fair every year. No matter how you participate, you
are what helps make the Fair successful each year. See you August 11-15, 2021.
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The Significance of PLSS Corners
By Warren Delles, County Surveyor
Images captured by an aerial photography camera high
above Mille Lacs County show a clearly recognizable
rectangular pattern of land usage in the fields, woodlands,
and roads far below. This colorful checkerboard pattern
etched into the diverse topography stems from boundaries
created and surveyed pursuant to acts of Congress dating
back to the 18th century.

The Public Land Survey System was developed to establish
permanency to the positions of the corner markers placed
by the original surveyors for the purpose of disposal of
land by the Federal Government. Court decisions have
held that the physical evidence of the corner markers
placed by the original surveyors controls the location
of the corner, even if in conflict with other information
in the record. When the Federal Government issued a
conveyance to a parcel of land, the corner locations as
marked in the original Public Land Survey controlled
the location of the rights issued to the party or parties
conveyed.

In 1785, Congress enacted a law implementing a method
for the subdivision of public lands into Townships sixmiles square, with Townships subdivided into thirty-six
Sections, most of which are one mile square. The method
was designed to facilitate conveyances of land from the
Federal Government to States and private citizens. The law
required that a survey of the public lands be completed
prior to the transfers of title. The survey became known as
the Public Land Survey System (PLSS).

“The foresight of the permanency of the
original corners protects and maintains
the rights of the landowners, which could
otherwise be jeopardized...”

The PLSS evolved over time to include the placement of
corner markers, usually wood posts, at Section corners,
and at half mile intervals referred to as Quarter corners.
Subsequent acts of Congress provided the method of
dividing Sections into Quarter Sections and QuarterQuarter Sections.

Although the advancement of technology continually
allows us to obtain measurements with greater accuracy
and precision, the evidence of the location of the
original PLSS corner is paramount. The foresight of the
permanency of the original corners protects and maintains
the rights of the landowners, which could otherwise be
jeopardized as technology continuously improves our
measuring capabilities.

One of the responsibilities of the Mille Lacs County
Surveyor is to preserve approximately 2000 corners of
the original PLSS throughout Mille Lacs County. The laws
established by acts of Congress and principles detailed
and documented by the Bureau of Land Management
are significantly important to the preservation of the PLSS
corners in Mille Lacs County:

In the process of restoring missing corners of the PLSS
in Mille Lacs County, the County Surveyor strives to
determine the best available evidence of the original
corner locations by reviewing the records and information
found in various public and private locations; and making
a thorough field search for remnants of the corner
position.

That the boundaries of the public lands as surveyed
under the approved instructions, the physical evidence
of which survey consists of monuments established upon
the ground, and the record evidence of which consists
of field notes and plats duly approved by the authorities
constituted by law, are unchangeable after the passing of
the title by the United States.

While most of the PLSS corners throughout Mille Lacs
County have been reviewed for conformance with historic
records, the preservation and maintenance of the corners
of the PLSS is a continuous process. The investment and
effort to preserve the corners of the PLSS promotes and
maintains harmony in the community, and perpetuates
and protects the imperative positions from which the
historic land use patterns originated.

That the physical evidence of the original Township,
Section, Quarter Section and other monuments must stand
as the true corners which they were intended to represent,
whether in the place shown by the field notes or not.
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By Joe Walsh, County Attorney
One priority that is always at the forefront of the minds
of prosecutors and law enforcement is the value of human
life. The crimes that injure and take away human life are
the most serious under the law. There are also exceptions in
the law that prioritize protecting life over enforcing other,
less serious crimes. Minnesota law provides a very clear
message to everyone involved in the criminal justice system
that supporting and protecting human life is where our
focus should be.

to carry Naloxone, better known as Narcan. This drug has
no law enforcement function; it’s only purpose is to save
lives of people who are experiencing an opioid overdose by
counteracting those opiates. Moreover, anyone who calls
911 to seek medical assistance for someone experiencing an
overdose is immune from being charged or prosecuted for
any drug offense under Minnesota law.2 The same is true
for the person experiencing the overdose.
Likewise, the purpose of Mille Lacs County’s new Drug
Treatment Court is to help individuals experiencing
addiction to controlled substances make a new start toward
a clean, drug-free lifestyle. While the pandemic has

As I wrote about last year in this space, the Sentencing
Guidelines clearly support this priority. Most felony
property crimes have a low severity level and give

T he Val ue of Human L ife
defendants a likely opportunity on probation to show that
they can be successful living in the community. However,
when crimes endanger or take away human life, prison
is the logical and necessary result under the guidelines.
This is why it is illegal to protect personal property using a
spring-loaded gun.

delayed the start of this project, its focus is improving and
saving the lives of those who would be most susceptible
to suffering a drug overdose that may be fatal. Data from
other jurisdictions shows that dealing with underlying
addiction results in a corresponding reduction in related
drug-seeking behavior including thefts and other property
crimes.3

Vehicle pursuits are another example. In the 1980s, there
were no rules or regulations regarding when officers could
chase someone fleeing from them in a vehicle. There were
a number of injuries and fatalities associated with this
dangerous driving conduct. Many states, led by Minnesota,
began requiring data collection of pursuit events and the
harm they caused. The result was a re-thinking of pursuit
standards to prioritize human life. Eventually, a model
policy on police pursuits was adopted to help officers make
good decisions regarding when to stop pursuits to protect
lives. All POST-certified law enforcement must adopt this
model policy and be trained on how to implement it.1

If we cease to appropriately value human life, then we
fail to uphold our most sacred duty as public officials:
to guarantee the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness that we described in the Declaration of
Independence and guaranteed in the Fifth and Fourteenth
Amendments to the United States Constitution.
County Attorney Joe Walsh
Joe Walsh has been serving as your
County Attorney since 2015. Joe
states, "serving as Mille Lacs County
Attorney has been the greatest
privilege of my career."

Law enforcement also prioritizes human life in how
overdoses are handled. All county deputies are required

1 Minn. Stat. § 626.8458.
2 Minn. Stat. § 604A.05.
3 “Research Update on Adult Drug Courts (PDF).” National Association of Drug Court Professionals,
www.nadcp.org/wp-content/uploads/Research%20Update%20on%20Adult%20Drug%20Courts%20-%20NADCP_1.pdf.
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Changing the Reservation Status
Means Changing Government Jurisdiction
On February 19, 2020, Attorney General Keith Ellison sought
to reverse Minnesota’s long-held position that the Mille Lacs
Reservation had been disestablished in the 19th Century.
Governor Tim Walz subsequently declared his support for the
Attorney General’s action. Together, these decisions represent
an abandonment of the State’s sovereign interests.

Change Is Already Happening
A real-world example of how this change will affect the
County’s residents is already happening. In the wake of
Attorney General Ellison’s February announcement, the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency reached out to 27 parties
in Kathio, Isle Harbor and South Harbor Townships who hold
stormwater construction permits to inform them that, if their
project was not complete, they would need to contact the
Federal Environmental Protection Agency for a permit. In
other words, the MPCA is no longer enforcing environmental
regulations in the three Townships and is directing citizens to
deal with the Federal Government.

For more than 100 years, through administrations of both
parties including Governors Arne Carlson, Tim Pawlenty and
Mark Dayton and Attorneys General Mike Hatch and Lori
Swanson, it has been settled Minnesota policy that the Mille
Lacs Reservation was extinguished by treaties and acts of
Congress. Similarly, the United States Government and the
Mille Lacs Band themselves have taken the position that the
Reservation was disestablished or terminated. In 1913, the
U.S. Supreme Court affirmed that the Reservation had been
relinquished.

The Potential Exists for More Change
In her January 14th “State of the Band” address, Melanie
Benjamin, the Mille Lacs Band’s chief executive officer spoke
glowingly of the Band’s work to secure reauthorization of the
Federal “Tribal Law and Order Act” and in particular of the work
to include “a provision allowing Indian tribes to issue trespass
orders. . .”

In recent years, however, the Band reversed itself and
reopened the issue with a well-funded public relations,
litigation and political campaign. In 2015, those efforts led
the U.S. Department of Interior to issue what’s known as
the “M-Opinion” and in 2020 Attorney General Ellison and
Governor Walz acted without legal analysis to abandon the
interests of the State.

If enacted, the provision would allow a tribe to issue an
“Exclusion Order,” described as “an order issued in a proceeding
by a court of an Indian tribe that temporarily or permanently
excludes a person from the Indian country of the Indian tribe
because of a criminal conviction or a civil adjudication under
the laws of the tribal government for a victimless crime…” and
that “a court of an Indian tribe shall have full jurisdiction to
issue and enforce Exclusion Orders involving any person. . .”

While the Attorney General claims he is simply adopting the
Federal position on this issue, he did so without consulting
Mille Lacs County, which has developed substantial historical
and legal research on this topic. Similarly, Governor Walz
changed the State’s position without any effort to consult
County or the Minnesota citizens affected by this change.

In other words, a tribe would have a legal mechanism to expel
anyone – tribal member or not – from Indian country. As the
Mille Lacs Band claims 61,000 acres of Mille Lacs County, this
power could be enforced against anyone in Kathio, South
Harbor and Isle Harbor Townships, against anyone in Onamia,
Isle and Wahkon, on all public highways and all privately owned
land. A tribe could prohibit someone from entering or leaving
their own home or from traveling to and from that home.

Effects of the Efforts to Reestablish the Reservation
The Band assures the County’s citizens that they will be
unaffected by a change in the Reservation’s status, but the
obvious question is why would the Band spend millions on an
influence campaign in order to achieve…nothing. The answer,
of course, is that things will change. In fact, change is already
happening and the roadmap of what might come next is pretty
clear as well.

Supporters of the provision argue that people have nothing
to fear if they don’t commit a crime. They are silent, however,
about what happens in cases of wrongful conviction or false
accusation or what to do if one member of the family is
banished and the choice is forcing a child from their home or
moving the entire family to keep it intact.

Changing the Reservation’s status changes the relationship
of Mille Lacs’ citizens and their land with the State and the
Federal Government. Under the U.S. Constitution, both are
sovereign with the powers of the Federal Government expressly
limited and all other powers reserved for the States under the
10th Amendment. Thus, throughout Minnesota – and every
other state in the union – nearly all landowners exercise their
property and other rights in the context of state law.

The County did not start the Federal lawsuit on these issues;
that was a decision by the Band. Nor is the County seeking the
power to exclude people from 61,000 acres of Mille Lac County;
again, that is a decision by the Band. The County opposes these
actions because it believes doing so best protects interest of all
residents, members and non-members alike.

A reservation, however, is “Indian country,” a federal enclave
in which the parties with primary jurisdiction are the Federal
Government and a Tribal Government. To the extent that a
state has jurisdiction within a reservation (as Minnesota does in
all but two of the reservations within its borders), it is defined
and limited by Federal statute. The jurisdiction of the State
and County become piecemeal, less certain and subject to
challenges.

By: Randy V. Thompson, Esq.
NOLAN, THOMPSON, LEIGHTON & TATARYN, PLC
5001 American Blvd. W., Suite 595
Bloomington, MN 55437
Telephone No. 952-405-7171
E-mail: rthompson@nmtlaw.com
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Image courtesy of Edee Conner.

Mille Lacs County Emergency Preparedness News

Thunderstorm Safety:
Wind, Hail, and Lightning
By Julie Peterson, Emergency Manager
According to the National Weather Service, severe
thunderstorms are defined as storms that are capable of
producing hail that is an inch or larger and/or wind gusts
over 58 mph. Hail this size can damage property, windows,
roofs and vehicles. Hailstones may fall faster than 100
mph. Strong wind can break off large branches, knock
over trees or cause structural damage to buildings. Some
severe thunderstorms can produce hail larger than softballs,
winds over 125 mph, dangerous lightning, heavy rain
that may cause flash flooding and possible tornadoes. Pay
attention to the weather so you know when severe storms
are possible.
Severe Thunderstorm Watch: Severe thunderstorms are
possible in and near the watch area. Stay informed and be
ready to act if a severe thunderstorm warning is issued. The
watch area is typically large and may cover several counties
or even states. A watch means you need to be prepared for
severe weather.
Steps you can take ahead of time:
• Keep trees and branches trimmed near your house.
• If you have time before severe weather hits, secure loose
objects, close windows and doors, and move any valuable
objects inside or under a sturdy structure.
• Continue to listen to local news or a NOAA Weather
Radio to stay updated about severe thunderstorm watches
and warnings.
• Consider modifying your travel or outdoor plans so you
are near a safe shelter if severe weather is in the area
Severe Thunderstorm Warning: Severe weather has been
reported by spotters or indicated by radar. Warnings mean
the severe weather is in your area and there is immediate
danger to life and property. Warnings typically encompass
a much smaller area than a watch. A warning means you
need to take immediate action.
If a Warning is issued:
• Go to your secure location - take shelter in a substantial
building and stay away from windows
• Take your pets with you if time allows
• Get out of mobile homes – they may be damaged in high
winds. Go to a storm shelter or sturdy building

Did you know?

If you are at work or school: Do not go to large open rooms
such as cafeterias, gymnasiums or auditoriums
If you are outside: Go inside a sturdy building immediately.
Sheds and storage facilities are not safe – they do not offer
protection from lightning. Taking shelter under a tree can
be deadly. The tree could fall on you and standing under
a tree also puts you at greater risk of getting struck by
lightning
If you are in a vehicle: Being in a closed vehicle during
severe thunderstorms is safer than being outside. If there is
time, drive to the closest secure shelter. Remember never
drive through flooded roads.
After the storm:
• Continue listening to local news or a NOAA Weather
Radio to stay updated - more severe storms could be headed
your way
• Contact your family/friends to let them know you’re okay
so they can help spread the word. Text messages or social
media are more reliable forms of communication than
phone calls
• Assess the Damage: After you are sure the severe weather
threat has ended, check your property for damage. Stay out
of damaged buildings – they may not be safe. Also be aware
of falling debris or branches
• When walking through storm damage, wear long pants, a
long-sleeved shirt, gloves and sturdy shoes
• Contact local authorities immediately if you see power
lines down and stay clear of the area. The ground, trees,
branches, fences or anything in contact with the wires can
conduct electricity. Electricity can also arc and cause harm.
Always treat downed lines as dangerous and let the power
company deal with the situation
• If you have damage to your property, be aware of
insurance, construction and cleanup scams. Always
investigate the business and use caution before paying out
large sums of money.

The odds of becoming a lightning victim in the U.S. in any one
year is 1 in 700,000. The odds of being struck in your lifetime
is 1 in 3,000. Lightning is not confined to thunderstorms. It's
been seen in volcanic eruptions, extremely intense forest fires,
surface nuclear detonations, heavy snowstorms,and in large
hurricanes.
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Absentee Voting in Mille Lacs County

By Eric Bartusch, County Auditor-Treasurer

At the National and State level, lawmakers
weigh the pros and cons of voting by mail
in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since 2014, Minnesota voters have had the
option to vote absentee without a specific
reason, otherwise known as “no-excuse
absentee” voting. This absentee voting
period begins 46 days prior to Election
Day. You will need to complete an absentee
ballot application in order to receive an
absentee ballot.

Census 2020 Update

How to Vote Absentee

By Michele McPherson,
Land Services Director
Did you complete your census? As
of June 5, 2020, sixty-one percent of
Mille Lacs County residents had selfresponded to the census. Our response
rate lags behind Morrison, Kanabec,
Isanti, Sherburne and Stearns but is
ahead of Aitkin and Crow Wing. If
you want to see response rates by state
(Minnesota is ahead of Wisconsin by
three percentage points), counties, cities
or census tracts, visit www.2020census.
gov/en/response-rates.

1. Apply for a ballot any time during the
year at mnvotes.org. Election officials
will send voting materials once ballots are
available.

If you haven’t completed your
census yet, you can still do so online
through August 14 , 2020, by visiting
www.2020census.gov. Census workers,
also known as “enumerators,” will
start field work August 11, 2020.
Enumerators are responsible for visiting
all households in person who have not
completed a census form online.

4. If you are not registered to vote, you
will get a registration application in your
materials. To register, show your witness
one of the identification options listed
in the instructions. Your witness must
mark which ID you showed them on your
signature envelope.

2. Read the instructions that come with
your ballot carefully! Your ballot will not
count if you do not complete all the forms.
3. You will need a witness when you vote
and complete your ballot. The witness can
be either a registered Minnesota voter
or a notary. Your witness must sign the
signature envelope and list their address.

5. After you finish, mail the ballot and
forms back right away. Your ballot will not
count if it is received after Election Day.
You can also return your ballot in person to
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the Mille Lacs County Auditor’s office.
Frequently Asked Questions
Will my absentee ballot count?
Your absentee ballot will count as long as
you return your ballot on time and fill out
the forms correctly.
Is absentee voting secure?
Minnesota uses several checks to ensure
that absentee ballots received and
accepted are verified to be from voters
that are eligible to vote in that precinct.
Additionally, voters can track the status of
their ballots at mnvotes.org to confirm that
it was received and counted.
Is absentee voting safe?
While Mille Lacs County will take
additional safety precautions to protect
Election workers and Voters on Election
Day, no-excuse absentee voting offers Mille
Lacs County residents the opportunity to
vote without physically traveling to the
polling location.
Additional Questions
Contact the Mille Lacs County Auditor’s
office at 320-983-8310.
Mille Lacs County Historic Courthouse,
635 2nd St SE,
Milaca, MN 56353
elections@millelacs.mn.gov

Top image courtesy of Saigley's Photography.
Left image courtesy of Laura Slaughter.

We know that summer is looking different for most youth and families. At 4-H, we are committed to helping all youth in Minnesota,
learn, explore, and make a difference. Due to COVID-19, 4-H has had to find some creative ways to keep our youth engaged with
quality educational programming. Over the past few months while stationed remotely, the northeast region of the Minnesota 4-H
program has been working diligently to provide youth with opportunities. See the list of educational programming below. These
programs are open to all youth, you do not have to be enrolled in 4-H to take advantage of these offerings!
Attention Cooks: Welcome to Clover Kitchen!
Grades K-13.
July 15-August 21, 2020. Wednesdays from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
A virtual 4-H Cooking Program kicks off July 15th to all youth.
Starting some of Mille Lacs County's very own youth!! If you are
interested in creating a cooking video as part of the series, register
at z.umn.edu/cloverkitchen

website.
4-H Stock Talks 2020
4-H Stock Talks 2020 is a new virtual animal science presentation
experience for all Minnesota 4-H youth. A stock talk is a short
video presentation about an animal science topic of your choice.
This is a great way to practice for animal science demonstrations
and horseless horse or horse-related projects.

Summer Naturalist Program
Grades 3-13.
June 25-July 30, 2020. Thursdays from 3:00-4:00 p.m.
You catch amazing things when you slow down, notice things
around you, take notes and share your discoveries! Become a 4-H
Naturalist this summer with the guidance of local Extension
Educators. Join 4-H families throughout the Northeast Region to
become Summer Naturalists. Learn more at
z.umn.edu/summernaturalists

4-H Healthy Sprouts
Grades K-13
Beginning June 2, 2020 - Registration ongoing.
Tuesdays from 1:00-3:00 p.m.; Wednesdays from 2:00-4:00 p.m.
local.extension.umn.edu/local/st-louis-virginia/4-h/article/4-hhealthy-sprouts
4-H Cloverbuds: Wiggle Wednesdays
Grades K-2
July 1-July 29. Wednesdays from 10:00-10:15 a.m.
umn.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJcsdeGsrzguGN3XUwrlklydvoIgu4gG9my4

Let's Read Together!
Join 4-H staff, volunteers, and ambassadors as they read
their favorite children's books. New read aloud videos will
be added throughout the summer. Check back often! z.umn.
edu/4hreadaloud
Conversation Club: 4-H Water Watchers
Water Watchers is an opportunity for youth to participate in a
weekly, online citizen science program focused on invasive species,
natural resources and general conservation content. Each week
youth will have the opportunity to be a citizen scientist, learn
about and look for invasive and native aquatic and terrestrial
species, connect nature and recreation during outdoor exploration,
be part of a team that will learn about the natural world, and share
conversation learning and strategies with others.
Things to know about Water Watchers.
Who: Any youth completed grades 5-9 (or entering grades 6-10)
When: Weekly on Wednesdays, July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 and Aug 5.
Time: 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Where: Online Zoom meetings and in your backyard,
neighborhood, and community.
Note: Zoom will be our gathering place to launch each week of
learning. Further exploration will occur right outside your door.
Cost: FREE. Registration is required. Register on the Extension

4-H in Your Backyard
Grades K-13
July 27-31.
local.extension.umn.edu/local/article/explore-the-environmentright-outside-your-door-4-h-your-backyard
Choose your 4-H Adventure
Grades K-12+
June 29-August 17, 2020. Mondays at 7:00 p.m.
extension.umn.edu/event/choose-your-4-h-outdoor-adventureoutdoor-skills
Studio 4-H
Grades K-13
July 7-August 11, 2020. Tuesdays from 3:00-4:00 p.m.
z.umn.edu/studio4h
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Shutterbugs 4-H Photography
Grades K-13
July 9-August 13, 2020. Thursdays from 5:00-6:00 p.m.
z.umn.edu/shutterbugs

Arts Around the World
Grades 3-8
July 20-August 28, 2020. Thursdays at 1:30 p.m.
extension.umn.edu/event/arts-around-world
Plastic Sculpture Challenge
Grades K-13
Self-guided lessons available at extension.umn.edu/courses-and-events/4-hplastic-sculpture-challenge#challenge-activity-1%3A-how-plastic-free-canyou-be%3F-2168761
4-H Virtual Campus Immersion Experience
Grades 7-11
July 27-31, 2020 from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Through this virtual experience, participants will voice their dreams and
aspirations, virtually explore campus life at each University of Minnesota
campus, connect with current college students, create personal plans for
higher education, all while meeting youth from across the state. extension.
umn.edu/event/4-h-virtual-campus-immersion
Contact the Mille Lacs County Extension Office
Mille Lacs County Extension Website: local.extension.umn.edu/local/mille-lacs
Like us on Facebook: Mille Lacs County 4-H
Phone: 320-983-8317
Email: asixberr@umn.edu

The Opening of Mille Lacs County Buildings to the Public
Mille Lacs County is starting a phased approach to reopening all County facilities. Resident and employee safety remains our
primary focus to ensure that services are restored in a safe manner that mitigates the potential transmission of COVID-19
throughout County facilities. The Mille Lacs County Historic Courthouse and Justice Center will reopen to the public on Monday,
June 22, 2020, with the exception of Community and Veterans Services and the County Attorney’s Office open by appointment
only. Mille Lacs County will also continue providing normal services to the public via phone, email, fax, and mail.
Mille Lacs County has developed a Preparedness Plan to assist with the transition of reopening County facilities. The Preparedness
Plan may be viewed on the County website (www.millelacs.mn.gov). The public is encouraged to wear face coverings and practice
social distancing while visiting County facilities. Do not enter County facilities if you are experiencing any symptoms of illness.
County Facilities Status:
Community and Veterans Services will remain closed to the public until further notice. All appointments will be conducted via
phone, email, or video chat. Please call Community and Veterans Services at 320-983-8208 to schedule a virtual appointment.
The Historic Courthouse will reopen to the public on Monday, June 22, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. The Auditor-Treasurer’s Office will
accept passport applications by appointment only; passport photos cannot be processed at this time.
The Justice Center will reopen to the public with the exception that the County Attorney’s Office will be open by appointment
only. Please call the County Attorney’s Office at 320-983-8305 to schedule an appointment.
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Resources for Small Businesses During COVID-19
By Mike Wimmer, Economic Development Manager

Businesses in Mille Lacs County are encouraged to visit “Stay Safe MN”, a new
website launched by the State of Minnesota that provides continually updated
reopening guidance from the Minnesota Department of Employment &
Economic Development (DEED) and the Minnesota Department of Labor &
Industry (DLI).
Sector-by-sector guidelines are available on “Stay Safe MN”, including
reopening guidelines for Restaurants/Bars, Personal Care and Salons,
Places of Worship, Retail, Entertainment, Outdoor Recreation Entities,
Schools and Child Care facilities, Manufacturing, Construction, Food &
Agriculture Businesses, and Health Care facilities. Businesses and non-profits
are encouraged to use the state’s guidelines as they develop their required
COVID-19 Preparedness Plan.
As a reminder, COVID-19 Preparedness Plans do NOT need to be submitted
to the State of Minnesota or Mille Lacs County for review. Guidelines can vary
by industry, but generally, DEED and DLI encourage the practice of social
distancing, employees using facial coverings when interacting with customers,
and the continued practice of employee’s teleworking when possible.
“Stay Safe MN” provides a phase matrix for reopening various businesses and
activities and the capacity they may operate at depending on the phase. If you
are interested in knowing when a particular type of business or activity can
reopen and at what capacity, this matrix is a great resource.

Image courtesy of Kevin Augustine.

Finally, “Stay Safe MN” offers businesses and residents the opportunity to
provide direct feedback and ask reopening questions specific to your business to
DEED & DLI. You can visit “Stay Safe MN” by visiting www.staysafe.mn.gov.

Image courtesy of Katie Moller.

USDA Launches Coronavirus Assistance
Program for Producers

Public Works Update

By Kevin Schultz, Highway Maintenance Superintendent
Mille Lacs County Public Works Department has transitioned
from spring frost boil and crack sealing repairs to summer activities.
Public Works is actively placing fresh class five gravel on County
roads and repairing road shoulders that winter had left in poor
condition. Mow tractors are nearing completion of the first pass of
noxious weed Leafy Spurge on County roadways. The three motor
graders are out daily in various parts of the County smoothing and
spreading gravel on County roads.

By Mike Wimmer, Economic Development Manager
The United State Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting
applications now through August 28, 2020 to the Coronavirus
Food Assistance Program (CFAP). CFAP provides direct
financial assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who
have suffered a five-percent-or-greater price decline or who have
experienced losses due to market supply chain disruptions due to
COVID-19. Producers should contact their local Farm Services
Agency office for additional information and for assistance in filling
out the CFAP application.

The Public Works culvert crew is busy replacing culverts, repairing
ditches, while also working on grading and excavating projects.
County mechanics are busy inspecting trucks and keeping all
equipment up and running. Mille Lacs County Public Works is
anticipating a very busy summer season. If you have any questions
regarding Public Works operations, please contact the Public Works
Department at 320-983-8201.

For more information please contact Kevin Hidde at
320-968-5300 extension 2 or via email at kevin.hidde@usda.gov.
Due to COVID-19 visitor restrictions, the USDA/FSA is asking
that you call before visiting their office for assistance.
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Times of Trials
By Sheriff Don Lorge
It is no secret that we have all been experiencing times of trials.
2020 has become a year in history that will not soon be forgotten.
A time of trouble and much fear. A time that has created many
debates and questions. From tribal litigation, the COVID-19
pandemic, to the riots, people have started living in fear with
uncertainty of the future. There has been some loss of trust in
the government and also within some law enforcement agencies
across the globe. Civil unrest is a phrase that has become ever too
popular.

disregard for the health and safety for all of our citizens. This
simply means that due to fears we should not be taking away
the rights of our people. The very rights that have been given
through our very own Constitution.
Most of us have seen the protesting and the rioting that has
been happening across the globe in response to the death of
George Floyd and the Minneapolis Police. I do not condone what
appears to be the response by Officers during that situation.
This has obviously spun off into a large mistrust of Police
Officers across the United States and abroad.

I have been asked by many where I stand as far as the
constitutionality of the orders that have been put in place by
our Governor over the COVID pandemic. I have been careful
not to make this a political soapbox, however, my response has
always been that I have taken an oath of office to uphold the
constitutional rights of our citizens, which include all of our
business owners. There has been much confusion over what is
right and what is wrong. There have been many rumors as to
why some businesses may have been allowed to remain open
while others may not. I have been advised that only the Courts
may decide.

I want to say thank you to our community as I have seen a very
large outpouring of support during these times. I am very proud
of our local Law Enforcement family that we have here to serve
the Mille Lacs County citizens. I will continue to do my best to
make sure that we are doing the right thing. I would ask that
the people be patient during these trying times and be assured
that things will calm down and get better. I ask that people do
not feed into the rumors and the hateful antics that appear to be
running rampant and being used for political gains. Know that
we are here to help and serve. We need to be in this together and
together good will prevail.

There has been much fear instilled in the people. I understand
that there are some that have vulnerabilities that need to
be addressed and there are many concerns for their safety
and wellbeing. However it is my belief that all people should
have the right to choose to move freely as the United States
Constitution allows. This also includes all businesses. This is the
same rights that allow people to stay at home or decide not to
patronize these businesses due to their fears or vulnerabilities.

Sincerely,
Mille Lacs County Sheriff
Don Lorge
As of 2019, Don Lorge has been serving as
your County Sheriff. Sheriff Lorge's goal
is "to perform all duties mandated by the
Constitution of the United States of America
and the State of Minnesota in a professional,
ethical, and cost-efficient manner."

Understand that by no means does this mean that I have any

Businesses Are Encouraged To Join Business & Resource Directory
By Mike Wimmer, Economic Development Manager
Businesses with a permanent physical location in Mille Lacs County can sign up to
be a part of the Mille Lacs County Business & Resource Directory. The Business &
Resource Directory allows businesses to have their information listed on the Mille
Lacs County website, free of charge. Businesses can include contact information, hours
of operation as well as a description of their service offerings available. The Mille Lacs
County website attracts 23,213 visits per month, with 13,855 unique visitors. Further,
the Mille Lacs County website receives 56,077 page views and 38,131 unique page
views per month. This allows businesses to provide customers with current information
on hours, business contact information, and services offered.
To be included in the Mille Lacs County Business & Resource Directory, business
owners should submit the following information: Business name, address, phone
number, email address, and a brief instruction. Email business information to Kara
Vatalaro in the Administrative Services Office at kara.vatalaro@millelacs.mn.gov. To
view the Business & Resource Directory, visit www.millelacs.mn.gov/2668.
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By Char Kohlgraf, Disability Unit Supervisor
East Central Crisis Services (ECCS) provides assistance
to Chisago, Isanti, Kanabec, Pine, and Mille Lacs County
residents who are experiencing a mental health crisis.
This service is available to both adults and children.
Mobile Crisis Response includes short-term assessment,
intervention, and stabilization services which are available
to you in your home, at school, or in the community free
of charge.

of wanting to harm self or others, panic, hopelessness,
mood swings, angry outbursts, anxiety, hallucinations,
depression, delusions, increased substance use, isolation or
self-injury.
To reach trained crisis counselors by phone, call 1-800523-3333. ECCS is a cooperative effort between Canvas
Health, Therapeutic Services Agency, Lighthouse Child &
Family Services, and Resource, Inc., in part funded by the
Region 7E Adult Mental Health Initiative.

Call for emergency assistance if you or someone you
care about is experiencing a crisis involving: thoughts

Mobile Dental Clinics Postponed Due to COVID-19
By Kris Klopp, WIC Coordinator

In February, 2020, a partnership between Mille Lacs County Community
Health and Mille Lacs Health System secured a grant from Delta Dental of
Minnesota Foundation for $120,000 to increase access to dental care within
our community. This funding will support mobile dental clinics throughout
Mille Lacs County in Princeton, Milaca, Onamia and Isle. These clinics will
serve any patients ages birth through 18 years of age and pregnant women to
age 26.
Mobile clinics will be set up in the schools and at community locations.
Due to Covid-19, spring and summer events were postponed, but new dates
will be set once it is safe to resume these services. Please watch the Mille
Lacs County website and Community Health Facebook page for updates
on our new service dates. When new dates are set, please call (612) 7461530 to schedule an appointment. Thank You Delta Dental Foundation of
Minnesota.
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M I N N E S O TA

Women, Infants & Children Nutri�on Program

“Johnny is a picky eater, and won’t eat vegetables.”
“When I give Sally a sippy cup, she just throws it. I can’t get her weaned off the baby bottle.”
“I am struggling with breastfeeding, but I really want to make it work.”
“My kids just want to snack all day, and not sit at the table for meals.”
“I feel like a short order cook, my kids all like different foods and won’t eat the same meal.”
Women, Infants“I& know
ChildrenI’m
Nutri�on
Program
supposed
to eat healthy during my pregnancy, but I’m craving sweets.”

M I N N E S O TA

Do these situations sound familiar to you? We are here to help!
The Women, Infants, & Children (WIC) Nutrition Program serves Pregnant & Post-Partum Women, Infants and Children up to
age 5. WIC can help with information about nutrition, breastfeeding, pregnancy & feeding your baby and young children. WIC
can also help stretch your grocery budget with benefits for a variety of healthy foods including fruits & vegetables, milk, eggs,
whole grain foods, cereal, yogurt, cheese and more!
WIC provides information and referrals to other health, community, and social services.
Qualifying for WIC:
If you or your child is on Medical Assistance, free-reduced lunch, or other County income programs you qualify for WIC. Many
families not on these programs also qualify based on their income.
How do I get started?
Call Mille Lacs County at (320)983-8208 to determine eligibility and schedule an appointment. WIC Clinic Locations are
available in Princeton, Milaca, and Onamia.
New WIC Card makes shopping easy!

Local Farmers’ Markets & Produce Inf luencing Communities & Kids (PICK) Program
When kids have a choice in what will be served
to them, they are more likely to eat it! Mille
Lacs County Community Health Staff will
be available during the 2020 Farmer’s Market
Season on the following dates and times. Bring
your child to the Farmer’s Market and receive
a $2 PICK Buck that can be used to purchase
FRESH Fruits and Vegetables. Children NEED
to be present to receive the PICK Buck.
Princeton Farmers Market:
111 S Rum River Dr.
Princeton, MN 55371
Saturdays 8:30 a.m.- Noon

Milaca Farmers Market:
1000 5th Street SE Milaca, MN 56353
Milaca Junction of Hwy 23 & 169
Thursdays 3 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Look for us at Community Events! We are
handing out PICK Cards that can be exchanged
for additional PICK Bucks at the Farmer’s
Market. Cards can only be redeemed at the
Milaca and Princeton Markets during dates
listed above and on the card.
This program is a Healthy Eating Initiative
through Mille Lacs County.
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Shopping the
Farmers’ Market during
COVID-19
Stay home if sick

Expect delays

Plan for success

Keep 6 feet
(1 cow) apart

• Wearing a mask does not mean
people who are sick should go out
into the community.

• The number of customers allowed
to shop at one time will be limited.
Please be patient.

• Check websites or Facebook pages for
updates. Call or email ahead if unsure
of changes.

• Be friendly from afar: Wave, share a
“peace” sign, or crinkle your eyes in
a smile from behind your mask!

• Learn if your market is using pre-order
or drive-through options.

Shop alone,
if possible

• Make a shopping list.

Wash your hands

• Bring only as many household
members as is absolutely needed.

(before & after)

• Wash your hands at home before
leaving and after returning.

Shop speedily

• Handwashing stations may be available
at the market.

• Know what you are looking for
(create a list!)
• Buy items as quickly as possible.

Clean reusable bags

• Avoid gathering in groups.

• Machine wash and care for your bags
between shopping trips; use only
clean bags.

Eat at home

• Food trucks and prepared food may
be present but only for takeout.

• Individual markets may have different
requirements around reusable bags –
check ahead of time.

• No onsite food consumption.
• When eating takeout at home:
1) Open packaging 2) Wash hands
3) Remove food 4) Toss packaging
5) Wash hands again 6) Enjoy!

Use a mask

• Show that you care: wear a mask to
the market, if possible.

Plan how to pay

Look for instructions

• Small bills to make exact change
may be helpful.

• Markets may post instructions on signs
around the market.

• Credit cards or prepay methods
may be available – check with
your market.

• Markets may have volunteers
instructing visitors.
• Pre-order or drive-through options
might be used by your market.

18

47
"
)
City of
Onamia

27
"
)

Isle
Harbor

South
Harbor

Bradbury

Lewis

Onamia

®

Dailey

Mudgett

County
Commissioner
Districts

t
u
169

January, 2013

Mille Lacs County, Minnesota

Page
Hayland

Milaca

Borgholm
City of
Milaca

City of
Bock

23
"
)

City of
Foreston

City of
Pease

Bogus
Brook

Board of Commissioners
District 1 Genny Reynolds
District 2 Timothy Wilhelm

Milo

District 3 Phil Peterson
District 4 Roger Tellinghuisen
District 5 David Oslin

Greenbush
Princeton
95
"
)

Mille Lacs County Land Services Offices
Historic Courthouse, Milaca, Minnesota

District 1
District 2

City of Isle

District 3

City of
Wahkon

Kathio

District 4

East
Side

District 5

Mille Lacs Lake

Mille Lacs County Commissioners

18
"
)

Genny Reynolds

807 N 3rd St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4613
District 1:
City of Princeton

Timothy Wilhelm

10287 55th St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4449
District 2: Princeton,
Greenbush, and Milo
Townships. City of Pease.

Phil Peterson

13827 140th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)983-2462
District 3: Milaca
Township; Cities of
Foreston and Milaca.

Roger Tellinghuisen
8868 110th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)369-4273

District 4: Bogus Brook,
Borgholm, Dailey, Hayland,
Mudgett, Bradbury,Page,
Onamia and Lewis
Townships; City of Bock.

David Oslin

39635 State Hwy 47
PO Box 377
Isle, MN 56342
(320)676-8621
District 5: Kathio, South
Harbor, Isle Harbor and East
Side Townships. Cities of
Isle, Onamia and Wahkon.

City of Princeton

Meet Your County Commissioners.

Learn how your County Commissioner can help you.
Regular County Board Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9 A.M. in the Historic
Courthouse. The public is welcome to attend. If you have any questions regarding County Board Meetings, please
contact County Administrator, Pat Oman, at 320-983-8218.
Your County Commissioners have a vast array of responsibilities, including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish policies and procedures for administration of programs;
Review, adjust and adopt the annual county budget;
Authorize the levy and collection of property taxes throughout the county;
Monitor the overall fiscal health of the county;
Adopt a capital improvement plan covering major county expenditures over a series of years;
Adopt ordinances for enforcement of county-wide actions;
Approve county participation in joint powers agreements with other governmental units;
Represent the county on administrative/advisory boards and commissions.
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Contact The County

Have a question or comment? We are happy to help.
Department

Duties

Phone Number
320-983-8218

•

Marriage Licenses, Birth, and
Death Certificates

•

Personnel Management

•

Technology Services

•

Facility Operations

•

Budget & Financial Management

•

Property Valuation & Classification

•

Administers homestead and other
property tax programs

Attorney's Office

•

Prosecutes Crimes

320-983-8305

AuditorTreasurer's
Office

•

Administers Property Taxes &
Elections

320-983-8310

•

Issues Passports

•

Liquor, Tobacco, Auctioneer licenses

Community
& Veterans
Services

•

Social Services & Public Health

•

Financial Assistance & Child Support

•

Veterans Services

Court
Administration

•

Collects Court Fees & Fines

•

Jury Duty

•

Hearing Dates

•

County Ditches

320-983-8232

•

Solid Waste

•

Environmental Regulations

320-983-8458
SSTS Septic Systems

•

Land Management

•

Parks & Trails

•

Recorded Land Records

•

Land Use Regulation

•

Building Permits

Probation Office

•

Supervision of juvenile &
non-felony adult offenders.

320-983-8202

Public Works

•

Maintains Bridges, County Roads,
& County State Aid Highways

320-983-8201

Sheriff's Office

•

Law Enforcement

320-983-8250

•

Custodial care of inmates.

•

Court-Related Services

Soil & Water
Conservation
District

•

Water Quality & Soil Health
Resources

320-983-2160

U of M Extension

•

4-H Extension Office

320-983-8317

Administrative
Services Office

Assessor's Office

Environmental
Resources

Land Services
Office

Register Online for the Quarterly
Newsletter

320-983-8311

Be the first to learn about the latest changes in
your government and community. Register online
to receive a digital copy of the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter, before it is even off the press!
Visit www.millelacs.mn.gov to register.

Land Ownership,
Escrows; Passports

320-983-8304
Property Tax

320-983-8208

320-983-8313

320-983-8308

Mille Lacs County Photographers
Mille Lacs County appreciates local photographers!
Check out the Mille Lacs County Photo Gallery online
at www.millelacs.mn.gov/2611.

Want Your Photos Featured?

Mille Lacs County is seeking photographers! Digital
image files must be in high resolution. Please visit the
Mille Lacs County Photography page for additional
information at www.millelacs.mn.gov/2611 or contact
Kara Vatalaro in the Administrative Services Office at
kara.vatalaro@millelacs.mn.gov.
Image Credits; Top left: Kevin Augustine. Top right: Laura Slaughter.
Bottom left: Laura Slaughter. Bottom right: Saigley's Photography.

Access the latest Mille Lacs County news & announcements, permits, licenses, job listings, and more!

Stay Connected: Sign up to
receive the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter via
email! Register online at:

"Like" us on Facebook!
Stay up to date on the latest
county news, job opportunities,
and more.

www.millelacs.mn.gov/2617

www.facebook.com/
MilleLacsCounty
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Looking for a fresh career
path? Check out available job
opportunities at:
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/MilleLacs

Visit the new Mille Lacs
County website for local news
and announcements, online
access to permits, licenses,
job opportunities, and more.
www.millelacs.mn.gov

