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Upcoming Events

Image courtesy of Edee Conner.

County Board Meetings
Tuesday, February 4, 2020
Tuesday, February 18, 2020
Tuesday, March 3, 2020
Tuesday, March 17, 2020
Tuesday, April 7, 2020
Tuesday, April 21, 2020
Tuesday, May 5, 2020
Tuesday, May 19, 2020
Tuesday, June 2, 2020
Tuesday, June 16, 2020

County Board of Appeal and
Equalization Meeting
Monday, June 15, 2020

Meet the New
County AuditorTreasurer and
County Engineer
Meet the new County
Auditor-Treasurer, Eric
Bartusch, and the new
County Engineer, Jessie
Dehn on page 2.

Free Septic
System
Educational Class

A free Homeowner’s
Septic System
Educational Class is being
offered on Thursday,
April 30, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.
at the Mille Lacs County
Historic Courthouse in
Milaca. Page 12.

New Recycling
Drop Sites
Learn the recent
updates regarding the
new recycling program
and what materials are
recyclable and which are
not. Page 3.

Resources for Area Employers & Job Seekers
By Michael Wimmer, Economic Development Manager

Employers & job seekers in Mille Lacs County are encouraged to explore CareerForce, Minnesota’s new career development
and talent matching resource. CareerForce has both online resources, as well as 50 physical locations throughout the state.
CareerForce is focused on assisting employers to find, develop, and retain the talented workforce needed for a business to grow
and thrive. Employers who explore CareerForce will find Minnesota’s largest online labor tool and connections to candidates
with experience from entry-level to management.
Employers and job seekers who sign up for a no-fee account will gain access to the following features:
• Customized regional data on employment, wages, and occupation demand;
• The ability to create a profile page to tell potential employment candidates why your organization is a great place to work;
• Tips for attracting, developing, and retaining employees;
• Blog posts and news articles on regional industries;
• Access to hands-on resume and cover letter writing assistance.
To learn more about the services provided by CareerForce or to find the closest CareerForce center near you, visit
www.careerforcemn.com.

Meet the New
Auditor-Treasurer

Meet the New County Engineer
My name is Jessie Dehn. I graduated from Princeton
Senior High School in 2004. I attended college at
Minnesota State University, Mankato and graduated
Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor’s of Science degree
in Civil Engineering and a minor in Geology. After
graduation, I began my engineering career working for
McKenzie County in western North Dakota as a Project
Inspector/Project Manager. After that, I spent a couple
years working for the Harris County Toll Road Authority
in Houston, Texas as a Maintenance and Construction
Project Engineer.

My name is Eric Bartusch and Mille Lacs County
has appointed me as the new Auditor – Treasurer. I
started at Mille Lacs County on December 2, 2019. I
previously was employed as a Financial Analyst with
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, the State
regulating body that is responsible for reviewing utility
rates and services in the state of Minnesota.
I am excited to be a part of Mille Lacs County and look
forward to taking on all of the roles and responsibilities
of the office, including the financial administration of
the County, elections, property transactions, licensing,
and passports. I look forward to working with the
residents of Mille Lacs County.

Background image courtesy of Edee Conner.
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Most recently, I was working in Hutchinson, MN for
McLeod County as the Assistant County Engineer.
My family and I are incredibly excited and blessed to
have the opportunity to be the County Engineer for
the county that I call home here in Mille Lacs. I look
forward to helping move the county infrastructure in a
positive direction through excellent management and
efficiency. I am eager to be able to provide outstanding
public service to all those residents of Mille Lacs County,
our cities and townships.

New Recycling
Drop Sites

Changes are coming soon to the Mille Lacs
County recycling program! Beginning
in February, Mille Lacs County will be
operating the recycling program with county
staff. This will allow for an increased level
of convenience, including 24/7 operation
at three of the four sites, and single-sort
recycling at all four sites. This change also
provides a significant cost savings, enabling
the County to continue other services such
as regular household hazardous waste and
tire collection events.
Beginning in February, look for blue
recycling trailers at each of Mille Lacs
County recycling drop site locations in Isle,
Milaca, Onamia, and Princeton. Recycling
services will still be available in the interim
as we make this transition, so please stay
tuned to the Mille Lacs County website,
Mille Lacs County Facebook page, and your
local newspaper for more information.
We appreciate your patience during this
transition!
Remember to place all recyclables loosely in
the recycling trailer, break down cardboard
boxes, and make sure recyclable materials
are clean and dry. Please place caps back on
all recyclables after they’re emptied and only
deposit materials that are on the accepted
materials list.

Accepted Materials
Paper & Cardboard
Materials must be empty, flattened and dry.
• Newspapers & Inserts
• Cardboard (Non-Waxed)
• Brown Paper Bags
• Envelopes, Catalogs & Magazines
• Printer Paper (All Colors)
• Paperboard (Dry Food Boxes &
Beverage Cases)
Plastics
Materials must be empty and rinsed with caps
on.
• Containers Labeled # 1, #2 & #5
Cartons
Materials must be empty and rinsed with caps
on; do not flatten.
• Milk Cartons & Juice Boxes
• Broth & Other Liquid Carton
Containers
Metal & Glass
Materials must be empty and rinsed with caps
on; place metal lids in can and pinch shut.
• Aluminum Cans
• Steel/Tin Cans
• Brown, Clear & Green Glass Food &
Beverage Containers

Left image courtesy of John McPherson. Right image courtesy of Edee Conner.
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Unaccepted Materials
Solid Waste
Dispose of at East Central Solid Waste landfill.
• Household Garbage
• Coat Hangers & Aluminum Foil
• Styrofoam & Packing Peanuts
• Wet or Rotten Materials
• Garden Hoses & Extension Cords
• Auto Glass, Window Glass, & Mirror
Glass
• Ceramics & Porcelain
• Glass Cookware, Drinking Glasses &
Vases
• Plastic Lined Boxes
• Compostable Plastics—PLA #7
• Paper Towels, Napkins, Plates & Tissues
• Hazardous Chemical & Motor Oil
Containers
• Plastic Films (Wraps, Tarps, Juice
Pouches)
Household Hazardous Waste
Dispose of at Stearns County HHW Facility.
• Alkaline & Rechargeable Batteries
• Syringes & Needles
Compost
• Food Waste & Shredded Paper
Special Recycling
Recycle at participating facilities.
• Plastic Bags
• Christmas Lights & Extension Cords
• Scrap Metal

Winter: The End of Construction Season, Or Is It?
By Michele McPherson, Land Services Director

W

inter, with its snow and cold typically
ends the construction season
unless your projects are an inside
remodeling project or finishing a structure
whose shell was completed and weatherproofed prior to the snow and cold arriving.

Fund if they suffer loss from “fraudulent, deceptive,
or dishonest practices, conversion of funds or failure
of performance that arose out of a contract directly
between the licensed contractor and the homeowner.”
More information on this fund can be found on the
Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry’s website.

Submit your plans for review.
Plan review for Building Code compliance take 7 to 10
business days in winter as opposed to 10 to 14 business
days during the height of construction season.

However, if you are thinking about building an addition,
a new garage, a new home, or updating that 70’s kitchen
with its avocado green (or burnt orange) appliances in
2020, winter is the perfect time to complete the planning
part of the process. Take a look at the tips below to assist
with your winter project plan.

Building Code
If you have Building Code questions or would like a
rough estimate on permit costs, please contact Tad
Winterfield of Mid-MN Inspections at 763-482-0446 or
tad@midmninspections.com. If you have a “live” permit
and are running into the end of your 180 day timeline,
you should also talk with Tad regarding an extension.

Is your addition for a bedroom?
If so, plan to have the septic inspected to determine its
compliance and that it is sized properly for an additional
bedroom.

Questions?

Prepare a site plan.

Visit the Land Services Office; staff are happy to help
with Development Ordinance requirements, variance
applications, and providing information that may be on
file regarding previous permits or septic information.
You may call the Land Services Office at 320-983-8308.

Site plans are applicable to new construction or
additions. Verify that the Development Ordinance
requirements can be met or if a variance will be
required. Variances require 45 days to process, so winter
is the perfect time to process them in time for spring
construction.

Prepare the plans.
An application for a building permit requires two
copies of the floor plan, cross-section, and elevations
as applicable. Plans need not be to scale, but should
be detailed enough so that someone not familiar with
what you have in your mind would be able to build your
project.

Consider a licensed contractor.
In Minnesota, homeowners can complete their own
work, but there is an advantage to hiring a licensed
contractor. The contractor takes on the liability for
complying with the standards of the State Building Code.
By hiring a licensed contractor, homeowners are also
eligible for compensation from the Contractor Recovery
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2019 Construction: To Date
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Estimated Value
of Work (US Dollars)

Milo
Milaca Twp
Page
East Side
Borgholm
Bogus Brook
South Harbor
Hayland
Isle Harbor
Onamia Twp
Kathio
Lewis
Dailey
Bradbury
Mudgett
Total 2019:
Total 2018:

$2,737,000
$2,381,000
$2,296,000
$2,254,000
$1,980,000
$1,863,000
$1,659,000
$907,000
$813,000
$467,000
$341,000
$234,000
$56,000
$30,000
$0
$18,018,000
$13,596,000

Total Number of Permits Issued to Date:
2019: 457
2018: 439
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Drafted By: Nathan Porttiin, Land Services Office, 11/27/19

D id you know?
The coyote is Minnesota’s most abundant large predator. Coyotes usually
prey on small mammals, but sometimes they kill large mammals and
livestock. Coyotes typically don’t get along with their larger cousins, the
timber wolf.
Coyotes are nomads. Males may roam over territories as large as 36 square
miles, though females usually stay within a six square mile area. A DNR
study showed that some coyotes even eat porcupines! Researchers believe
coyotes kill porcupines by flipping them over and grabbing their throats. As
a result, many coyotes are injured by the porcupine’s sharp quills. For more
interesting facts on coyotes in Minnesota, visit the Department of Natural
Resources’ (DNR) website at www.dnr.state.mn.us/mammals/coyote
Image courtesy of Mille Lacs County photographer, Laura Slaughter.

St ruggling w it h
Sub sta nc e Abu s e?
By Char K ohl g ra f
Are you or someone you know struggling with
substance abuse or chemical dependency? If you
live in Mille Lacs County and have no insurance
or have Fee for Service Medical Assistance, Mille
Lacs County Community & Veterans Services can
provide you a Rule 25 Assessment. A Rule 25 is an
assessment tool used to screen for substance use
disorders. The evaluation assesses your overall
chemical health.
A Qualified Assessor gathers information about
an individual’s alcohol or drug use. The assessor
then determines whether the individual needs
treatment or not, and if so, what sort of treatment
would be best. At the end of the assessment,
a recommendation is provided to you and any
other person you agree who may need it – such as
attorneys, judges, or probation agents. In Minnesota
there are specialized funds set aside to pay for
Rule 25 Assessments, and treatment if needed, for
individuals who meet the residency and income
eligibility guidelines. To schedule your assessment,
please call Mille Lacs County Community & Veterans
Services at (320) 983-8208.
If you have a Managed Care plan through Medical
Assistance (such as Health Partners, UCARE, or
Blue Cross/Blue Shield), you will need to contact
your insurance provider for the assessment and
treatment coverage. You can do so by calling the
member services phone number located on the back
of your insurance card.

D ep ar t m en t o f D efen se
E x p an d i n g A c c ess t o
C o m mi s sar i es, M i li t a ry
E xc h an g es , an d Rec rea tio n
F ac i li t i es
More vet erans and caregivers will be eli g i ble.
The Department of Defense is expanding commissary, military exchange,
and morale, welfare, and recreation (MWR) retail privileges on U.S. military
installations as specified in the Purple Heart and Disabled Veterans Equal
Access Act of 2018, included in the John S. McCain National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019. Starting Jan. 1, 2020, access will
expand to include;
• Veterans who are Purple Heart recipients
• Veterans who are former prisoners of war, and
• Veterans with service-connected disabilities
• Individuals approved and designated as the primary family caregivers
of eligible Veterans under the Department of Veterans Affairs Program of
Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers.
This expansion will extend eligibility to over 4.1 million new patrons, the
Department expects little to no impact on current patrons in most locations.
There may be some impact in areas with a high cost of living, but the
Department is preparing to accommodate all new patrons.
To learn more, visit
https://download.militaryonesource.mil/12038/MOS/Factsheets/expandingaccess-fact-sheet.pdf
As you can see benefits and eligibility are constantly evolving to meet the
needs of the Veteran community. Even if you had been denied previously or
are unsure if you would be eligible for these and other benefits. Schedule an
appointment with our County Veteran Service Officers, for a comprehensive
evaluation of your benefits and eligibility. Call Community and Veterans
Services at 320-983-8208.
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Introducing the Mille Lacs County

MRAP Vehicle
The Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office recently acquired
an RG31 MRAP Military vehicle from the United States
Military.

seating approximately 8 people in the back and 2 up front.
We also selected the RG31 due to the engine and transmission
combination that is in it. This vehicle has a 6 speed Allison
transmission and a 6.7 liter cummins engine commonly found
in a ¾ and 1 ton trucks. This will allow for more cost effective
maintenance by local diesel mechanics.

This process took approximately 9 months to complete. Although
there was no cost to the Sheriff’s Office from the military, there
are some fees associated with setting up these vehicles. The
original price the military paid for this vehicle was $495,000.
The vehicle we acquired has 2,500 miles on it. The RG31 that
we acquired was in Kuwait and was then brought back to Sierra,
California and stored. The Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office
acquired it at this point and had it shipped to SWATMOD, a
company near St. Cloud who specializes in making these vehicles
road ready.

The Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office has a heated and locked
facility to store this vehicle in. This facility will keep the RG31
out of the elements and good condition. The Mille Lacs County
Sheriff’s Office has policies and protocols for how and when it
will be called into service. The Sheriff’s Office also has deputies
who have gone through extensive training and are certified to
operate this armored vehicle.

What is a MRAP military vehicle?

“MRAP” is an abbreviation for “Mine Resistant Ambush
Protection.” Although this vehicle is armored and can assist the
Sheriff’s Office with SWAT Operations and situations where
ballistic protection is needed, these vehicles are also called into
service for natural and man-made disasters. These disasters
may include floods, blizzards, tornados, or explosions. The tires
and high ground clearance allow this vehicle to drive over large
objects that may be blocking roads from tornados and high
winds. These vehicles have tires that are approximately 4 feet
tall, which make them very capable of assisting with rescues in
many situations. The tires also allow it to drive through several
feet of snow with ease to rescue people from roadways, or get
emergency responders to emergencies where other vehicles
can’t travel. There have been several documented cases of these
vehicles rescuing civilians and emergency responders from flood
zones and blizzards when they became stranded. This vehicle can
also be used in situations to rescue families from neighborhoods
where armed suspects may be located and get them to safety

The Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office would like to
thank the Milaca Fire Department and Isle Lions Club
for donating to Mille Lacs County.

These donations were used to help complete this MRAP project
to get this vehicle ready for service. Also a thanks to SWATMOD
near St. Cloud, MN. SWATMOD is a company that specializes
in SWAT and emergency vehicles, and offers technical support,
repairs, parts and modifications to these vehicles. The owner of
SWATMOD, Nate Mueller, grew up in the Milaca area. Thank
you to all involved in the MRAP project.

Why does the Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office need it?
Mille Lacs County has had several situations in the last year
where we had to call in an armored vehicles from a surrounding
counties for support. In one instance, deputies were shot at
through a front door of a residence in a populated city. This
resulted in a standoff that lasted several hours. In this situation an
armored vehicle from a neighboring agency was requested and
it took approximately 3 ½ hours to arrive on scene. Though we
appreciate the assistance of this agency, a much faster response
time would have been ideal. The RG31 is a defensive vehicle. It
is not an offensive vehicle and there are not any weapons systems
or munitions mounted to the vehicle. The RG31 is capable of

As of 2019, Don Lorge has been serving as
your County Sheriff. Sheriff Lorge's goal
is "to perform all duties mandated by the
Constitution of the United States of America
and the State of Minnesota in a professional,
ethical, and cost-efficient manner."
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Tree Stress,
Canopy Dieback,
and Practical
Considerations
By B r i a n S c hwi n gl e , M N D NR Fo rest Hea lth
Sp e c i a l i s t
Lately it has been very wet in Mille Lacs County. So wet, in fact, that it has stressed
some trees. Just like with people, trees that are stressed are more susceptible to other
problems, and additional stress can push them beyond the point of recovering.
Over the last few years, while conducting forest health surveys and site investigations
for landowners, I documented several instances in the county where mature oaks
developed canopy dieback (i.e. outer parts of branches died) or died over one to three
years. In each of these cases, the oaks were in or near wetlands or flooded parts of
forests, and also in forests that were recently thinned.
According to the DNR’s Climate Trends Tool (arcgis.dnr.state.mn.us/ewr/climatetrends),
since 2010, precipitation from April through September in Mille Lacs County has been
above average and sometimes well above average, with the exception of 2013. This,
combined with aging trees, poorly-drained soils, or selective harvesting of mature trees, can
make tree decline worse. The severe drought in later 2012 was also very damaging to oaks in
the region and added stress to trees. In that year, Mille Lacs County was about 6.5 inches shy
of the long-term average for precipitation from August through November. Ironically, flooding
and drought both impact trees in the same way: they kill roots. Dying roots translates over time
to dieback.

Image courtesy of Laura Slaughter.

To complicate matters, stressed trees have weakened defense systems and become vulnerable to opportunistic pests. On stressed
oaks, the most common opportunistic insect is twolined chestnut borer, and the most common opportunistic disease-agent is
Armillaria. Twolined chestnut borer girdles trunks and branches while Armillaria kills roots. These pests cannot realistically be
managed or controlled. The only thing you can do is not add more stress to trees.
So what are the implications of stressful environmental conditions, tree dieback, and opportunistic pests? Canopy dieback means that
the tree was stressed in recent years, perhaps by the weather, an opportunistic pest, or both. If stressful weather conditions return to
normal and if the dieback does not continue to worsen over the years, the tree may be able recover a healthy crown. For example, if
an oak was drought-stressed, but only 25 percent of its crown died back, and if twolined chestnut borer did not find it, it may recover
over a few years. If the tree has minor dieback from flooded roots and the water has receded, there is a chance the tree may recover.
When nature stresses trees with drought or flooding, it is best to leave forests alone for several years to allow them to recover. Do not
operate heavy equipment in the woods when soils are not frozen. If forest trees are dying from flooding, it is best to not harvest trees,
because that causes the water table to rise. If trees have experienced drought or heavy insect feeding, wait at least four years before
thinning the forest. A great way to learn about current forest health problems is to sign up for the DNR’s Forest Insect and Disease
Newsletter (www.dnr.state.mn.us/fid). Read summaries of annual forest health surveys in Forest Health Annual Reports (www.dnr.
state.mn.us/treecare/forest_health/annualreports.html) from 1969 to 2018. Learn how to identify and manage major tree insect and
disease problems at the DNR’s Forest Health homepage (www.dnr.state.mn.us/treecare/forest_health).
For additional information, visit the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR) website or call the Mille Lacs County Soil
and Water Conservation District (SWCD) at 320-983-2160.

Canopy dieback,
demonstrated by the
sparse branches in
each photo. Images
courtesy of the DNR.
8

9

2020 NATIVE TREE ORDER FORM
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Pri ce Pe r
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TOTAL

# of
Bundl e s
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Tree Photos and Additional Information found at:
www.MilleLacsSWCD.org or call 320-983-2160 or
https://www.facebook.com/MilleLacsSoilandWaterConservationDistrict/

Mail Form with Payment to:

Signature______________________________________________________________Date_______________

I submit this order for trees through the Mille Lacs SWCD. I understand that planting stock that does not survive cannot be replaced by the District and the District does not guarantee survival.
Purchaser assumes all risk for species and site selection. The District reserves the right to change prices or substitute stock if needed. Refunds are given only if there is no stock remaining. The
District will not be responsible for tree condition if trees are not picked up on scheduled pick up date.

SHRUBS
Black Choke-Berry
Highbush Cranberry
Redosier Dogwood
False Indigo
Hazelnut
Chokecherry
American Plum
TALL TREES (deciduous)
Hackberry
Paper Birch
Sugar Maple
Red Maple
Bur Oak
Black Walnut
EVERGREENS (conifers)
Balsam Fir
White Cedar
Norway (Red) Pine
White Pine
White Spruce
Tamarack

Common Na me

Ma ture
He i ght

All Stock is Bare Root and Sold in Bundles of 25 – Bundles will NOT be split.

NAME:____________________________________________
ADDRESS :_________________________________________
EMAIL:____________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER:___________________________________

Understanding Property Valuation
and Classification
By Al Heim, County Assessor
The assessor is required to make a physical
review of every taxable property at least once
every five years. This is known as a quintile
reassessment. Based on the information gathered
during the quintile review and by using the
applicable schedules, the assessor determines an
estimated market value (EMV) for each property.
The property classification is determined based
on the actual use of the property. These two
items, the EMV and classification, are subject
to change every year as of the January 2nd
assessment date. As the real estate market
changes so will the EMV and if the use of a
property changes it is likely the classification will
change as well.

How Is My Estimated Market Value
(EMV) Determined

This EMV represents what your property would
sell for in an “arms-length” sale on the open
market (where buyer and seller are not related
and both are educated about the property). The
statutory definition of market value is found in
Minnesota Statutes, section 272.03, subdivision
8, which states that: “‘Market value’ means
the usual selling price at the place where the
property to which the term is applied shall be
at the time of assessment; being the price which
could be obtained at a private sale or an auction
sale, if it is determined by the assessor that the
price from the auction sale represents an arm’slength transaction. The price obtained at a forced
sale shall not be considered.”
The Department of Revenue and assessors
do a “sales ratio study” each year to see how
assessors’ values compare to actual market
sales. A separate study is completed for every
classification of property within a defined area
that has a sufficient number of sales (six or more).
A sales ratio is the assessor’s estimated market
value (EMV) of a property divided by its actual
sales price:
EMV/Actual Sales Price = Sales Ratio
Example: If a property had an EMV of $190,000
and sold for $200,000 the resulting ratio would be
95%. $190,000/$200,000 = 95%
The sales ratio of a defined area is the result of
individual sales ratios arrayed from highest to
lowest ratio. The median or middle of this array
provides the sales ratio for the defined area or
sample. The median ratio of all sales samples
containing an adequate number of sales needs be
10

within 90 to 105% of the actual market. (example)
Individual ratios arrayed
109%
100%
95% = Median (must be between 90% to
105% with six or more sales)
90%
81%
If the current level of assessment is not within
this range, the assessor needs to adjust the
schedules and tables and then apply them to
all properties so the resulting median ratio of
properties sold is within this range. If this level
of valuation is not achieved, the Department
of Revenue may order the assessor to make an
aggregate adjustment to property values. This
would mean a blanket increase or decrease to the
assessor’s EMV in order to reach a level between
90 to 105%.
The assessor’s office is in the process of
completing this year’s annual sales study and
has recently reviewed sales from October 1,
2018 to September 30, 2019. These sale prices
are adjusted for market trends and will be used
to estimate the market value of your property
on the next assessment date (January 2, 2020).
Based on this year’s residential market trend
analysis the growth has been fairly consistent
at approximately 6%. Sales of parcels including
acreage of more than 35 acres have been relatively
level for the past few years. The recent study
period is showing a slightly stronger market,
which may be reflected in the 2020 assessments.
The assessor values property using a mass
appraisal process. Mass appraisal is the process
of valuing a group of properties as of a given date
by using common data, standardized methods,
and allows for statistical testing. Some of the
common data used is the information gathered
during the property reviews and includes land
breakdowns or property dimensions, building
dimensions, quality of construction, the condition
of improvements and the location of the property
being appraised. The standardized methods
would involve creating or adjusting value tables
and cost schedules to a level that would best
represent the current real estate market. Some
of the statistical testing includes comparing the
assessors EMV to actual sales with sales studies
and determining what changes may be needed to
current tables and schedules in order to achieve
an acceptable and equitable assessment.
Image courtesy ofJohn McPherson.

property classification is based on actual use whereas zoning
identifies the permitted use. For example, you may have a
fix-it shop which would be classified as commercial within a
residential zone.

How Is My Property Classification Determined
In Minnesota?

Property is classified according to its actual use on the annual
assessment date of January 2nd. If a property is improved with
a structure, the use of the property is typically quite clear –
residential, agricultural, commercial, industrial, etc. If there is
not a structure, the use of the property may be less evident.
Except for property that may be classified as 2b Rural Vacant
Land, unimproved property for which there is no identifiable
current use must be classified according to its highest and best
use permitted under the local zoning ordinance.

Property Valuation and Classification in Relation to
Property Tax

• If the ordinance permits more than one use, the land must be
classified according to the highest and best use permitted under
the ordinance.
• If no such ordinance exists, the assessor shall consider the most
likely potential use of the unimproved land based upon the use
of the surrounding land or land in proximity to the unimproved
land.

The assessor determines the EMV and classification but does not
determine the tax. A calculation applied to your EMV from the
classification rate table, based on property classification, results
in a taxable value. This taxable value becomes part of the tax
base. A calculation completed in the auditor’s office uses this tax
base along with levies submitted by the various taxing districts
(i.e. county board, school districts, township boards or city
councils) to calculate the property tax for the following year.
If you have questions or need more information about property
valuation or classification, please contact the Mille Lacs County
Assessor’s Office at 320-983-8311.

Do You Have Questions or Concerns About Your
Property Value?

The County Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting allows
County residents to express any concerns that they may have
with their assessed property value or classification. This meeting
will be held on Monday, June 15, 2020 at 6 p.m. at the Mille
Lacs County Historic Courthouse in Milaca. Please contact the
Assessor’s Office at 320-983-8311 with any questions.

There are five basic classifications of property but there
are numerous subclasses of property within these basis
classifications.
Local zoning may help in determining a property classification
but the property classification can be different than zoning. The

Winter Plow Season
By Kevin Schultz, Highway Maintenance Superintendent
Winter is here in full force, causing plows to get rolling with ice and snow clearing. Crews are tasked with keeping 410 miles or 820 lane miles of road - safe for travel. Mille Lacs County has three shops that crews operate out of. One shop in Wahkon
operates four crew members. There are four routes covering the top third of the county. The Milaca shop operates six plow
routes. The Princeton shop houses two crew members and operates two routes. With staffing struggles and the never ending
mechanical break-downs, larger snow events can be a bit taxing on both crews and resources.
The typical “Snow Day” starts at 2 a.m. Plow operators get the call from Foreman and Superintendent to report to work
at 3 a.m. The operations primarily hit tar roads and higher traffic roads first, and follow up on gravels after the first pass on
the tars roads are completed. Crews then re-hit the first portions of their routes. This cycle can be repeated over and over,
depending on what the snow, wind, and traffic are doing. Crews often work into the evening to get roadways passable. We are
continuously trying to change routes and move priority of roadways in an effort to make roads safer, sooner.
As we get to full staff, there will be a bit more ability to have better coverage, especially on those corridor roadways that
commuters use in the early hours of the morning. The art of snow plowing is always changing. No two snow events are the
same, which always has crews changing their attack to cover the needs of the County as best as they can. When not plowing,
we will clear snow from bridges and stop signs, as well as curb lines along our county roads. Many snow clearing operations
will start at midnight, as to be safer for the public and crew alike. Any and all concerns should be called in so that they get
handled accordingly. We are hoping for a safe and successful winter plow season.

Concerns with County road safety?
Call the Mille Lacs County Public Works Office at 320-983-8201.
Road Safety Concerns After Business Hours?
Contact the Highway Maintenance Superintendent at 320-362-4544.
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Wi nter Safety for
Ou td o o r Act ivities
Ice is Never 100% Safe!
4" 5-7"

8-12"

12-15"

Minimum Ice Thickness Guidelines
for New Clear Ice Only

Free Homeowner Septic
System Educational Class
A free Homeowner’s Septic System Educational Class
is being offered on Thursday, April 30, 2020 at
7:00 p.m. at the Mille Lacs County Historic
Courthouse in Milaca.
Do you have a septic system? Have you ever wondered how your septic
system works, how long it will last, or what you can do to prevent costly
repairs? We will providing answers to all of these questions, and more,
for free! Yes, Mille Lacs County is hosting a free educational class for
homeowners.

Know Your Septic System — Components, Functions and Best Mana
mndnr.gov/icesafety

By Julie Peterson,
Emergency
Manager
Household
Plumbing
Functions

• Transports used water to septic system.
Be Prepared
• Delivers wastewater to septic tank and soil treatment area.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Best Management
Practices
Check
the weather forecast.
Winter weather can
•
Control
water
use—repair
leaks, use low-water-use appliances
change very quickly;
andfor
fixtures.
Dress
the weather and the activity;
• Don’t overload the system—spread water usage throughout
Wear layers of loose-fitting, water repellant, warm
the day and week.
clothing;
• Minimize use of harsh cleaners, bleach, antibacterial soaps and
Wear
a hat – 40% of body heat is lost from the head;
detergents.
Don’t
wear
looseofitems
could get
caught inthrough
• Do not
dispose
paints,that
medications,
or chemicals
machinery
equipment;
your septicorsystem.
Carry
clothing
and
supplies;
• Keepextra
grease,
lint, food,
feminine
hygiene and plastic
products out of your septic system.

Rest when Needed
•
•
•
•

Carry extra clothing and supplies;
Stay hydrated – drink plenty of water before and
during activity;
Take breaks if you are tired;
Go indoors to warm up if you are cold;

Household wastewater contains bacteria, viruses, nutrie
cleaners
thatfrom
need
to be treated
byofyour
onsite
sewage
Thanks
to a grant
the Minnesota
Department
Health,
the
University of Minnesota Onsite Sewage Treatment Program, in
conjunction with Mille Lacs County Environmental Resources and the
Mille Lacs SWCD, is ableTrench
to provideSeptic
this free System
class to local homeowners.
This class will provide homeowners with the information they need
to maximize the investment in their septic system. Information to be
provided includes, but is not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How septic systems work.
The purpose and function of different septic system components.
How the soil in the drain field provides treatment.
How often systems should be pumped and maintained.
The purpose of an inspection, and what an inspection includes.
How to prevent a freezing system in the winter.
Whether or not to utilize different additives in the system.
How to determine if your well water is safe to drink.

This free class is two hours in length; refreshments, informational
materials, and nitrate testing for well water will be provided at no cost.
Anyone who is interested in or owns property with a septic system or
well are encouraged to attend. The class will take place at the Mille Lacs
County Historic Courthouse on Thursday, April 30th at 7:00 PM. To
ensure enough materials are provided, attendees are encouraged to RSVP
by calling Mille Lacs County Environmental Resources at (320) 9838458.

Mound Septic System

Use Caution
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Don’t drink alcohol before or during an outdoor
Septic Tank
activity;
Alcohol
cools the blood and decreases your body
Functions
• Separates solids from liquid.
temperature;
• Allows can
friendly
bacteria
decompose
organic solids. and
Alcohol
speed
the to
process
of hypothermia
• Stores solids until removed by pumping.
frostbite;
• Deliversincreases
liquid to soil
treatment
Alcohol
fatigue
andarea.
causes impaired
judgment;
Best Management
Practices
NEVER
drink and drive
or operate any equipment
• Never enter the septic tank.
while
under
the
influence
of alcohol;
• Pump/clean solids from tank's manhole (not inspection pipes)
Remember
that
ice
is
never
100% safe;
regularly.
Ice
thickness
can
vary,
even
just
a few feet apart;
• Have baffles inspected at time of
cleaning.
Avoid
seams,
pressure
ridges,
slushy areas
• Installcracks,
and insulate
risers
to manhole
access.
• Identify
whether
tank
hasindicate
an effluent
screen, ice.
and service
and
darker
areas your
– this
can
thinner
as necessary.
• Do not use septic tank additives or cleaners.
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There are 13 Taco Tuesdays in the first quarter of 2020
before April 1, Census Day arrives. What can you expect
during the first part of 2020?
First, you will begin to see more information encouraging
everyone to be counted. Information will be in the form
of radio and TV ads, website post, and various social
media announcements. The Census Bureau has its own
YouTube channel where a number of short videos about
the census can be viewed. Minnesota’s Demographer’s
Office has worked with PBS to do its own series of
videos in multiple languages encouraging hard to count
populations to participate in the census.
In March, everyone will receive a postcard inviting them
to participate in the census. For Mille Lacs County, about
half the residents are expected to complete the online
version of the census (the areas in purple on the map). The
other half will receive a paper questionnaire (the areas in
green). However, if you have online access and live in
the green area, you still have the option of completed the
questionnaire online.
Census Confidentiality
The Census Bureau has created secure digital portals
to protect the data submitted by those completing the
questionnaire. Title 13 of the US Code prohibits release
of identifiable information about individuals, households,
or business to ANYONE, include any law enforcement
agency. Census workers take an oath to protect the data
for life and violations can result in hefty fines $250,000)
and/or jail time (5 years). Census data cannot be subject
to a subpoena and in 2010 the Justice Department

determined that the Patriot Act does not override Title
13. Census data is aggregated into sets of statistical
information; individual data may be released after 72
years.
Beware of Scammers
Scammers and other ne’er-do-wells will likely take
advantage of residents during this time. The Census
Bureau advises all residents to protect themselves. The
Census Bureau advises that they will NEVER ask for:
your social security number, your bank account or credit
card number, or money or donations. If a census worker
visits your home to collect your response, make sure
that they have a valid ID badge which includes their
photograph, a US Department of Commerce watermark,
and an expiration date. Contact the Census Bureau
at 800-923-8282 if you suspect fraud or to verify the
identity of a census worker.
We encourage everyone to be counted, but also to stay
safe while doing so.

“

The Census Bureau advises
that they will NEVER ask for
your social security number,
your bank account or credit
card number, or money or
donations."

For additional information, please contact the Census Bureau.
Call 800-923-8282.
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How to Save a Life

By Joe Walsh, County Attorney

As the story goes, the lead singer of the band Fray was a counselor at a camp for troubled teenagers called Shelterwood in
Denver, Colorado. While there at a retreat, he encountered a young musician who was struggling with addiction. The young
man explained all of the choices he made that put his friends, family, and his own life at risk. And that led to the popular 2005
lullaby-style song, “How to Save a Life:”
Step one, you say we need to talk. He walks, you say sit down, it’s just a talk.
We are now in the midst of a national drug overdose death epidemic. In 2017, there were more than 70,000 drug overdose
deaths in the United States. This is more annual deaths than the peak years of deaths for gun violence, HIV/AIDS, and traffic
accidents. While we are still commonly seeing methamphetamine, methadone, and heroin overdose deaths, the most prevalent
drugs causing overdose deaths are synthetic opioids like fentanyl. Overdose deaths effect men and women in every class and
every stage of life. As a result, the U.S. life expectancy has dropped for three years in a row, the first time that has happened
since the confluence of World War I and the Spanish Flu in 1915–18.
Let him know that you know best ‘cause after all, you do know best. Lay down a list of what is wrong, the things you’ve told him
all along. And pray to God he hears you.
As a prosecutor, our primary role is charging crimes. When someone breaks the law and it is reported to law enforcement, that is
investigated and referred to my office for criminal charges. Of course, there is a necessary place for drug task forces, interdiction
traffic stops, and aggressive prosecution for those who supply and sell controlled substances in our communities. But does that
save a life? One unintended consequence of these efforts is the rise of the more deadly synthetic opiates like fentanyl because it
can be transported in smaller packages and is much easier to smuggle. And if this isn’t how we save lives, how do we begin to
put life first here in Mille Lacs County? It can’t be enough to just tell people that you know best, put people in prison, and pray
for the best result. Life is precious, and God’s work isn’t done by God; it’s done by people.
As he begins to raise his voice, you lower yours and grant him one last choice. Drive until you lose the road or break with the
ones you’ve followed.
The statistics show that opioid addiction is essentially a fatal medical condition with a 7-year life expectancy. After years
of planning and training, our interdisciplinary team has finally received a half-million dollar grant to implement a drug
treatment court in Mille Lacs County, completing a story that began with my initiative in 2015. In January 2020, we will begin
coordinating treatment for the root causes of addiction using a medical model with the assistance of local clinical providers like
Freedom Center and Four Winds Lodge. The evidence-based expectation is that this will both save lives and reduce criminal
activity.
Drug treatment court offers a choice for motivated people charged with criminal offenses to turn their lives around through more
rigorous supervision. There will be four phases to drug treatment court in Mille Lacs County’s New START Drug Treatment
Court: (1) Show Up, (2) Try, (3) Achieve, (4) Responsibility. Once participants have completed the intensive process, the last
step will be to (5) Tell others about the new choices they are making. The process, which will take at least a year, requires that
individuals become employed, complete other “pro-social” activities to replace old habits, and complete “Moral Reconation
Therapy.” There will be a dedicated probation agent at the Department of Corrections helping teach new skills and providing
other resources to make positive change. We will be with participants every step of the way, with hearings occurring bi-weekly,
drug-testing, and surveillance to help hold participants accountable and re-set people on the new path they have chosen.
Where did I go wrong? I lost a friend somewhere along in the bitterness, and I would have stayed up with you all night had I
known how to save a life.

Joe Walsh has been serving as
your County Attorney since
2015. Joe states, "serving as
Mille Lacs County Attorney
has been the greatest privilege
of my career."

Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, Center for Disease Control, January 30, 2019.
“Drug Deaths in America Are Rising Faster than Ever,” Josh Katz, New York Times, June 5, 2017.
“Challenges in the Investigation and Certification of Drug-Related Fatalities,” Presentation at
Minnesota County Attorney’s Association Conference, December 6, 2019
“U.S. Life Expectancy Drops for Third Year in a Row, Reflecting Rising Drug Overdoses,
Suicides,” Meilan Solly, December 3, 2018, available at https://www.smithsonianmag.com/
smart-news/us-life-expectancy-drops-third-year-row-reflecting-rising-drug-overdose-suiciderates-180970942/ (accessed on December 12, 2019).
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Mille Lacs County Approves Budget 2020
By Pat Oman, County Administrator

A

t 6 p.m. on Tuesday, December 3, 2019, the Mille Lacs County Board
held a Truth in Taxation (TNT) meeting to publicly review the
proposed 2020 budget and levy with the Mille Lacs County Board
of Commissioners. Mille Lacs County staff in attendance included the
following: the County Administrator, Sheriff, Auditor-Treasurer, Assessor,
and Public Works Director. Mille Lacs County Administrator Pat Oman
reviewed a Powerpoint presentation to the County Board and Public on the
budget development process timeline, the cost drivers affecting the 2020
budget, and levy histories. In addition, there was a budget line review of
General Government, Public Works, Community and Veterans Services, and
Debt Service funds. The meeting was then opened for the public comment
on the proposed 2020 budget. A total of 18 county residents spoke during the
public hearing from different locations within the County: 10 residents that
spoke from Milaca, 4 residents from Princeton, and an additional 4 residents
that did not indicate their residence.
An important outcome of the public comment period were questions from the
Public on property valuations and property tax statement interpretation. Although
the TNT hearing is not the forum for these topics, there are opportunities for
citizens to receive staff assistance on these important issues.
In regards to property valuations, citizens should speak directly with the County
Assessor. The County Board of Appeal and Equalization meets every year to work
with residents regarding their property evaluations, there is also an appeals process
and tax court to mitigate property valuations. The Minnesota Property Tax Refund
program is also available to residents. Citizens should direct their property tax
statement questions to the County Auditor-Treasurer.
The County Board reviewed a summary of public input at the Wednesday,
December 11, 2019 Special County Board meeting and provided budgetary
recommendations to staff. The final proposed 2020 budget and levy was certified
at the Tuesday, December 17, 2019 Regular Board meeting. The Mille Lacs County
Board approved a $42,894,870 Budget, which included a 6.9 % levy increase.
If you have any questions regarding the Mille Lacs County budget, you may reach
out to the Administrative Services Office at 320-983-8218.
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Mille Lacs Cou nty
Tribal Litigation Update
B y R an dy V. Thom p son, E s q.
The close of the year offers a timely moment to update County
citizens on a number of matters related to the lawsuit brought by
the Mille Lacs Band against the County in federal district court.
Among recent developments are a lawsuit filed by the County
Attorney and the Sheriff in state court, a Minnesota Court of
Appeals decision concerning the Gull Lake Reservation and the
latest timeline for the underlying federal lawsuit.
The Sheriff and County Attorney have Filed Suit in State District
Court Seeking Indemnification of Legal Fees by the State of
Minnesota.
On December 10th, the County Attorney and Sheriff filed suit
against the State of Minnesota in Ramsey County District Court
seeking indemnification for the legal fees they have incurred in
defending themselves against the Mille Lac Band’s federal lawsuit.
This recently filed lawsuit advances the commonsense position that
because the County Attorney and Sheriff are acting on behalf of
the State when they fulfill their respective duties of prosecuting and
enforcing the laws, the State of Minnesota is obligated to pay their
legal fees and expenses.
As regular readers of this column know, it was the Band – not
the County – that started this expensive and lengthy court battle.
The County, County Attorney and Sheriff believe they have a
responsibility to Mille Lacs County residents, taxpayers and the
State to defend against the Band’s claims.
The Band appears content to litigate a matter that was settled
over 100 years ago. The Band’s lawsuit against the County, County
Attorney and County Sheriff is the latest gambit in a decadeslong effort to undo history through a legal declaration that the
former Mille Lacs reservation still exists. While the lawsuit raises
important issues of law enforcement authority, the motivating
issue is whether a reservation established by treaty – and later
disestablished by subsequent treaties and acts of Congress –
somehow still exists.
Image courtesy of Laura Slaughter.

The State of Minnesota, and the federal government until recently,
have repeatedly taken the position that the Mille Lacs 1855
Reservation was disestablished well over 100 years ago and does
not exist today. The Band’s tactic to litigate reservation boundaries
is meant to weaken the resolve of Mille Lacs County – a rural,
working-class county. If the County is unable to financially sustain
its defense of its position – as well as its defense of the County
Attorney and County Sheriff – the 61,000 acres of land under State
jurisdiction could, through a default judgment, be handed over to
the Band.
These questions are also important to county officials across the
State. It is hard to imagine that the State can require a county
attorney and a county sheriff to act on behalf of the State, to
enforce State laws, to undertake activities on behalf of the State,
but simultaneously refuse to indemnify them for those actions. Your
author will provide periodic updates on the status of this matter as
it proceeds.
The Minnesota Court of Appeals Determined that the Gull Lake
Reservation Was Disestablished
Some readers may recall a legal case filed in August 2015 that arose
from the ticketing of two Native American men for using a gill net
in Gull Lake. In this matter, James Northrup, a member of the Fond
du Lac Band, claimed that he was permitted to net fish because
Gull Lake was part of the Gull Lake Reservation established by an
1855 Treaty.
Just this month, the Minnesota Court of Appeals issued an opinion
in the matter that bears on the Mille Lacs Band’s lawsuit. In its
unpublished opinion, the court found that Mr. Northrup did not
have a right to net fish in Gull Lake because it is no longer part of
Indian country. While the 1855 Treaty established a reservation that
encompassed Gull Lake, that reservation was ceded to the United
States in unequivocal language in a subsequent 1864 Treaty. “In
doing so,” the Appeals Court wrote, “the Gull Lake Reservation
ceased to exist and the land within its boundaries thus ceased to
16

constitute ‘Indian country.’”

As I write this, the federal lawsuit filed by the Mille Lacs Band
is in its “fact discovery” stage and will continue until February 28,
2020 with depositions of fact witnesses from both sides scheduled
to be taken in January and February. In March, the case will move
into the “expert discovery” phase that is scheduled to run through
the end of June. In preparation for that phase, initial expert
reports of the parties were exchanged on October 1st and rebuttal
reports of experts are due February 1st next year.

This opinion bears on the Band’s lawsuit because the Mille Lacs
Reservation was established by the same 1855 Treaty as the Gull
Lake Reservation and the Mille Lacs Reservation was ceded to
the United States under the same 1864 Treaty as the Gull Lake
Reservation.
Historians will correctly note that the Mille Lacs Band was not
compelled to leave the 1855 Reservation under the 1864 Treaty
because it had sided with the United States in the 1862 Dakota
Conflict. This right not to be removed under the 1864 Treaty,
sometimes called a “right of occupancy,” was later relinquished to
the United States under the 1889-90 Nelson Act and Agreement.
Courts have typically interpreted terms like “cede” and “relinquish”
as language that either disestablishes (terminates entirely) or
diminishes (reduces in size) a reservation.

Following the end of expert discovery, it is likely that additional
motions will be heard by the Court next summer and into the fall.
A trial date in this matter has yet to be set, but the parties have
been notified to be ready to commence trial as soon as November
1, 2020.
By: Randy V. Thompson, Esq.
NOLAN, THOMPSON, LEIGHTON & TATARYN, PLC
5001 American Blvd. W., Suite 595
Bloomington, MN 55437
Telephone No. 952-405-7171
E-mail: rthompson@nmtlaw.com

The Mille Lacs Band v. Mille Lacs County Lawsuit Schedule
In physics, the term “relativity” describes how different observers
might experience the passage of time in different ways. While
physics is not taught in law school, a similar effect applies to
legal matters. From the perspective of a disinterested third
party, months of litigation seem to creep by without any sign of
progress. To the parties in the case – the clients, the attorneys and
their experts – those same months fly by in a rush of activity.

Und ers ta n di n g th e Coun t y A ud it
B y Pat Om a n, Count y Ad m i n i s trato r
Mille Lacs County recently completed its 2018 Annual
Audit with the Office of the State Auditor. Counties
have the opportunity to hire a private audit firm, however
Mille Lacs County has chosen to work exclusively with the
Minnesota Office of the State Auditor. The Office of the
State Auditor’s responsibilities include oversight for all local
government units to ensure that local government funds
are used for the intended purposes by law. The entities the
State Auditor has oversight on includes; counties, cities,
townships, school districts, and more. Each year the Office
of the State Auditor will perform an examination of the
accuracy and completeness of information that is presented
in the Mille Lacs County financial statements. The audit is
performed on local government financial statements, reviews
policy documents, data, reports and for compliancy to ensure
financial integrity and accountability.
During the 2018 Audit, the only finding for Mille Lacs
County was segregation of duties, which is a typical finding
for smaller County government units. Adequate segregation
of duties prevents one individual from handling a transaction
from start to finish. Due to the size of the county, it can be
difficult at times to segregate duties but it is important to
constantly be aware of this condition. Having inadequate
segregation of duties can affect the County’s ability to detect
misstatements in a timely matter. Mille Lacs County has

mitigated this issue through updating standard operating
procedures for positions and cross training staff. This will
help prevent the same person from handling a transaction
from start to finish; it also makes it easier for someone else to
understand the process when needed.
Despite that sole finding, the overall Mille Lacs County
audit report was positive. In the report concerning internal
control over compliance, the Auditor identified that Mille
Lacs County did not have any deficiencies that would be
considered a material weakness. The Auditor also performed
tests of Mille Lacs County financial statements compliance
with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and
grant agreements. The results indicated that there were no
instances of noncompliance or other matters to be reported.
While auditing the Minnesota Legal Compliance Guide for
Counties, the Auditor did not recognize anything that lead
them to believe Mille Lacs County failed to comply with the
audit provisions. In conclusion based on results from the the
2018 Audit, Mille Lacs County continues to qualify as a lowrisk audited County. The 2018 County Audit is viewable on
the Mille Lacs County website. With the 2019 year officially
coming to an end, Mille Lacs County is now looking forward
to the 2019 Audit.
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Contact the Mille Lacs County
Auditor-Treasurer’s Office at
320-983-8310 with any questions
on obtaining a passport.

Enroll in STEP
(Smart Traveler
Enrollment Program)

step.state.gov

Share your photo using #myfirstpassport and tag @travelgov
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District 2: Princeton,
Greenbush, and Milo
Townships. City of Pease.

Phil Peterson

13827 140th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)983-2462
District 3: Milaca
Township; Cities of
Foreston and Milaca.

Roger Tellinghuisen
8868 110th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)369-4273

District 4: Bogus Brook,
Borgholm, Dailey, Hayland,
Mudgett, Bradbury,Page,
Onamia and Lewis
Townships; City of Bock.

David Oslin

39635 State Hwy 47
PO Box 377
Isle, MN 56342
(320)676-8621
District 5: Kathio, South
Harbor, Isle Harbor and East
Side Townships. Cities of
Isle, Onamia and Wahkon.

City of Princeton

Meet Your County Commissioners.

Learn how your County Commissioner can help you.
Regular County Board Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9 A.M. in the Historic
Courthouse. The public is welcome to attend. If you have any questions regarding County Board Meetings, please
contact County Administrator, Pat Oman, at 320-983-8218.
Your County Commissioners have a vast array of responsibilities, including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish policies and procedures for administration of programs;
Review, adjust and adopt the annual county budget;
Authorize the levy and collection of property taxes throughout the county;
Monitor the overall fiscal health of the county;
Adopt a capital improvement plan covering major county expenditures over a series of years;
Adopt ordinances for enforcement of county-wide actions;
Approve county participation in joint powers agreements with other governmental units;
Represent the county on administrative/advisory boards and commissions.
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Contact The County

Have a question or comment? We are happy to help.
Department
Administrative
Services Office

Duties

Phone Number
320-983-8218

•

Marriage Licenses, Birth, and
Death Certificates.

•

Personnel Management

•

Technology Services

•

Facility Operations

•

Budget & Financial Management

•

Property Valuation & Classification

•

Administers homestead and other
property tax programs.

Attorney's Office

•

Prosecutes Crimes

320-983-8305

AuditorTreasurer's
Office

•

Administers Property Taxes &
Elections

320-983-8310

•

Issues Passports

•

Liquor, Tobacco, Auctioneer licenses

Community
& Veterans
Services

•

Social Services & Public Health

•

Financial Assistance & Child Support

•

Veterans Services

Court
Administration

•

Collects Court Fees & Fines

•

Jury Duty

•

Hearing Dates

•

County Ditches

320-983-8232

•

Solid Waste

•

Environmental Regulations

320-983-8458
SSTS Septic Systems

•

Land Management

•

Parks & Trails

•

Recorded Land Records

•

Land Use Regulation

•

Building Permits

Probation Office

•

Supervision of juvenile &
non-felony adult offenders.

320-983-8202

Public Works

•

Maintains Bridges, County Roads,
& County State Aid Highways

320-983-8201

Sheriff's Office

•

Law Enforcement

320-983-8250

•

Custodial care of inmates.

Assessor's Office

Environmental
Resources

Land Services
Office

Register Online for the Quarterly
Newsletter

320-983-8311

Be the first to learn about the latest changes in
your government and community. Register online
to receive a digital copy of the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter, before it is even off the press!
Visit www.millelacs.mn.gov to register.

Land Ownership,
Escrows; Passports

320-983-8304
Property Tax

320-983-8208

320-983-8313

320-983-8308

•

Court-Related Services

Soil & Water
Conservation
District

•

Water Quality & Soil Health
Resources

320-983-2160

U of M Extension

•

4-H Extension Office

320-983-8317

Mille Lacs County Photographers
Mille Lacs County appreciates local photographers!
Check out the Mille Lacs County Photo Gallery online
at www.millelacs.mn.gov/2611.

Want Your Photos Featured?

Mille Lacs County is seeking photographers! Digital
image files must be in high resolution. Please visit the
Mille Lacs County Photography page for additional
information at www.millelacs.mn.gov/2611 or contact
Kara Vatalaro and Jenna Carlson in the Administrative
Services Office at kara.vatalaro@millelacs.mn.gov and
jenna.carlson@millelacs.mn.gov.
Image Credits; Top left & bottom right: John McPherson
Top right: Laura Slaughter. Bottom left: Edee Conner.

Access the latest Mille Lacs County news & announcements, permits, licenses, job listings, and more!

Stay Connected: Sign up to
receive the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter via
email! Register online at:

"Like" us on Facebook!
Stay up to date on the latest
county news, job opportunities,
and more.

www.millelacs.mn.gov/2617

www.facebook.com/
MilleLacsCounty
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Looking for a fresh career
path? Check out available job
opportunities at:
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/MilleLacs

Visit the new Mille Lacs
County website for local news
and announcements, online
access to permits, licenses,
job opportunities, and more.
www.millelacs.mn.gov

