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Upcoming Events
County Board Meetings

Image courtesy of Edee Conner.

Tuesday, October 15, 2019
Tuesday, November 5, 2019
Tuesday, November 19, 2019
Tuesday, December 3, 2019
Tuesday, December 17, 2019

Kinship’s Pumpkin Chunkin’
Mille Lacs County Fairgrounds:
Saturday, October 26, 2019, 3-5 p.m.
www.kinshipprinceton.org

East Central Regional Library
Book Discussions
Princeton Area Library: Thursday,
October 10, 2019, 3-4:00 p.m.
Milaca Library: Wednesday, October
16, 2019
Mille Lacs Lake Community Library:
Thursday, November 7, 2019, 6:307:30 p.m.

Operation
Community
Connect

The 14th annual
Operation Community
Connect is Thursday,
October 17, 2019 from
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Operation Community
Connect is a community
resource that offers free
services to residents.
Page 18.

Sheriff ’s Office
Receives Grants &
Donations
The Sheriff’s Office
has worked hard to
acquire grants and has
also received generous
donations to fund new
County equipment.
Page 12.

The Mille Lacs
Band Lawsuit: A
Legal Context

Understand the history
behind the lawsuit and
read the most recent
news regarding the
Mille Lacs County tribal
litigation on page 16.

Small Business Development Centers
Offer Services for Businesses of All Sizes
Own a business? Consider yourself an entrepreneur? Ready to make the dream
of owning your own business a reality? Small Business Development Centers
(SBDC) offer services to businesses and entrepreneurs at any stage, all at little to
no cost for qualified individuals or business owners.
Consider the following stages of entrepreneurship or a business:
• Pre-Venture
You have a great concept, but do not know where to start. The SBDC offers
business readiness assessments that help you make the leap from concept to
reality by assisting in the development of a business plan and providing you with
a path to success.
• Start-Up
You have launched your business. The “open” sign is up, but you have found
that things are not going as expected. Maybe customers are not coming or they
are coming too quickly. The SBDC can help guide your business during its
formative years when the risk of failure is the greatest.
• Well Established
Maybe your business is ready to expand and take things to the next level. Or
you’re growing and you don’t know how to manage all the demands. The SBDC
can provide the professional guidance you need to make the critical strategic
decisions necessary for long-term growth, profitability, and success!
Examples of services offered by the SBDC include the following:

SOAR: Womens Conference

- Access to capital and loan packaging;
- Financial review, assessment, and management;
- General marketing and research;
- Marketing plan assessment and development;
- Business start-up/purchase feasibility;
- Start-up considerations;
- Business plan development;
- Succession and strategic planning.

The SOAR Womens Conference is Thursday, October 10,
2019 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Northern Lights
Ballroom and Banquet Center in Milaca.

Mille Lacs County residents have access to two different Small Business
Development Centers, the North Central Region Small Business Development
Center in Brainerd and the Central Minnesota Small Business Development
Center in St. Cloud. To learn more about the services offered by our regional
SBDCs, to schedule a meeting with an SBDC advisor, and to get directions to
the SBDC nearest to you, visit
www.clcmn.edu/small-business-development-center or
www.stcloudstate.edu/sbdc/consultants.aspx or 218-855-8140 (Brainerd) or
320-308-4842 (St. Cloud).
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SOAR stands for “Seize Opportunity and Rise.” The
intention of the SOAR Conference for Women is to
inspire women to become their best selves. Speakers are
women leaders from Minnesota who direct businesses,
organizations, and their families with positive mindsets
while achieving their goals.
SOAR aspires to educate and empower women. We
celebrate women for where they have come from, who
they are today, and who they dream of becoming. For
additional information on SOAR, visit
www.SOARconference2019.com
Top image courtesy of Jayme Winkelman Photography.

Community Pillars Feedback
We want your feedback! Mille Lacs County is in the beginning
phases of creating a new Mille Lacs County Comprehensive Plan.
The Comprehensive Plan provides guidelines that promote future
growth in Mille Lacs County.
Pillar statements are intended to be visionary by offering energy
and enthusiasm for maintaining a commitment to the future of
Mille Lacs County. Residents can provide input on statements
about the quality of life, agriculture, business environment, and
nature found in the County.
The survey takes under 60 seconds to complete and will assist
with future planning for Mille Lacs County. To access the
Community Pillars survey visit www.millelacs.mn.gov/2674

Mille Lacs County
Internet Speed Survey
Mille Lacs County is asking residents and businesses who do not
receive their promised internet speeds to share this information
with the Minnesota Office of Broadband Development. The
Office of Broadband Development uses data self-reported by
Internet Service Providers (ISP’s) to determine if an area is
assigned a designation of “served, underserved, or unserved”.
These three designations are defined by the Office of Broadband
Development as follows:
• Served – Wired broadband service of at least 100mbps/20mbps
• Underserved – Wired broadband service of at least
25mbps/3mbps, but less than 100mbps/20mbps
• Unserved – No wired broadband of at least 25mbps/3mbps
Visit www.millelacs.mn.gov/2662 for more information.

Mille Lacs County Law Library
Offers Pro Se Services
The Mille Lacs County Law Library offers Pro Se Services every
Monday from 12:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Mille Lacs County
Justice Center. Appointments are available and walk-ins welcome.
If you are representing yourself in court, or if you have questions
about a situation and you need information about process and
procedures, you can meet with an attorney at no cost. Depending
on your situation, we may also have the legal documents you will
need, at no cost, and the attorney can review these with you as
well. For additional information, please contact the Mille Lacs
County Court Administration at 320-983-8313.
Middle image courtesy of Mary Carlson;
Bottom image courtesy of Laura Slaughter.
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Census 2020 by the Numbers

Census 2020 is Hiring

April 1, 2020 is quickly approaching! The State of Minnesota is
encouraging all residents to be counted and are promoting “We Count
MN”. In past articles, we have discussed the history of the census and
provided a broad overview of the Federal dollars sent back to Minnesota
based on the 2010 census population count. George Washington
University provides a more specific breakdown for Minnesota, as seen on
page 5.

The United States Census Bureau is still seeking applicants for a
variety of temporary jobs. Jobs include census takers, recruiting
assistants, office and supervisory staff. Many jobs have flexible
hours to work with your current employment or other activities.
In order to apply, you must be at least 18 years of age, have a
valid social security number and be a United States Citizen. Job
assignments will be close to where you live and the neighborhood
you know. Starting hourly rates for Mille Lacs County is $14.00 per
hour and employees that travel will be reimbursed for mileage at the
current IRS rate. To apply online, visit www.2020Census.gov/jobs.

There are many Federal programs providing funding to residents of
Minnesota, and therefore to Mille Lacs County residents. There are likely
friends and family to each of us that benefit from one or more of the
programs listed on page 5.
Missing a single person in the 2020 results in a loss of $2,800 annually
to the State of Minnesota. More information and helpful fact sheets
regarding the census can be found at:
mn.gov/admin/2020-census/tools-resources.

Winter is Coming: What Should I Do
with My Building Permit?
By Michele McPherson, Land Services Director

The days are getting shorter and nights are getting cooler, so that
means that winter in Minnesota is just around the corner. But
you just received your building permit, so what happens if winter
interrupts the progress on your project?
Minnesota State Building Code 1300.0120 Subp. 11: Expiration
“Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the work
authorized by the permit is commenced within 10 days after
issuance, or if the work authorized by the permit is suspended
or abandoned for a period of 180 days after the time the work is
commenced.”
As long as work is progressing on your permit, the permit remains
valid and active. If, however, weather, personal roadblocks or some
other unforeseen circumstance causes you to stop work on your
project, please communicate with the Building Official. Extensions
can be granted if requested within a reasonable time after the
permit expires, but if you are communicating with the Building
Official before expiration, the permit can be extended more easily.
Let’s hope for a kinder, gentler winter.
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Counting for Dollars 2020
The Role of the Decennial Census in the
Geographic Distribution of Federal Funds

REPORT

MINNESOTA
In FY2016, Minnesota received

$15,459,175,947
through 55 federal spending programs
guided by data derived from the 2010 Census.

The Counting for Dollars 2020 Project aims to understand 1) the extent to which the federal government
will rely on data from the 2020 Census to guide the distribution of federal funding to states, localities, and
households across the nation and 2) the impact of the accuracy of the 2020 Census on the fair, equitable
distribution of these funds.
The project has analyzed spending by state for 55 federal programs
($883,094,826,042 in FY2016). Three types of programs are analyzed:
• Domestic financial assistance programs provide financial assistance — including direct
payments to individuals, grants, loans, and loan guarantees — to non-federal entities within
the U.S. — such as individuals and families, state and local governments, companies, and
nonprofits — in order to fulfill a public purpose.
• Tax credit programs allow a special exclusion, exemption, or deduction from gross income or
provide a special credit, a preferential rate of tax, or a deferral of tax liability.
• Procurement programs award a portion of Federal prime contract dollars to small businesses
located in areas selected on the basis of census-derived data.

The four uses of census-derived datasets to geographically allocate
funding are:
• Define eligibility criteria — that is, identify which organizations or individuals can receive funds.
• Compute formulas that geographically allocate funds to eligible recipients.
• Rank project applications based on priorities (e.g., smaller towns, poorer neighborhoods).

Reports of the Counting
for Dollars 2020 Project:
h Report #1: Initial Analysis: 16 Large
Census-guided Financial Assistance
Programs (August 2017)*
h Report #2: Estimating Fiscal Costs
of a Census Undercount to States
(March 2018)*
h Report #3: Role of the Decennial
Census in Distributing Federal Funds
to Rural America (December 2018)*
h Report #4: Census-derived Datasets
Used to Distribute Federal Funds
(December 2018)
h Report #5: Analysis of 55 Large
Census-guided Federal Spending
Programs (forthcoming)*+
h Report #6: An Inventory of 320
Census-guided Federal Spending
Programs (forthcoming)

• Set interest rates for federal loan programs.

The two categories of census-derived datasets are:
• Geographic classifications — the characterization (e.g., rural), delineation (e.g., Metropolitan
Areas), or designation (e.g., Opportunity Zones) of specific geographic areas.

* Data available by state
+ Source for this state sheet

• Variable datasets
o Annual updates of population and housing variables collected in the Decennial Census.
o Household surveys collecting new data elements (e.g., income, occupation) by using the
Decennial Census to design representative samples and interpret results.
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Andrew Reamer, Research Professor
The George Washington University
areamer@gwu.edu

P-1819-3

For further information:

W h ere Ag Rono m i c s & C o n s e rvat io n
Ov e r la p
By C a s e y F iel d, S WCD A g r icultura l Technician
Conservation and agriculture? A lot of the time conservation has the reputation of being anti-farm production, but that is not the case.
Many conservation practices are the right choice for both the environment and farming operations.
• Manure nutrient management plans help producers effectively and efficiently use the nutrients in the manure reducing the loss of
nutrients and need for commercial fertilizer.
• Rotational grazing systems increase forage production while decreasing overgrazing, soil compaction, and evenly spreading manure
throughout the pasture.
• Established no-till farms require less herbicides and commercial fertilizer, while decreasing erosion and increasing water infiltration.
• Cover crops can be used for scavenging the unused nutrients, reducing soil compaction, increasing water infiltration and suppressing
weeds while decreasing erosion. Cover crops planted into standing corn around the V6 stage can be used as a second crop for grazing
cattle in the fall/winter.
• Water and sediment control basins are used to prevent gully erosion and it requires very little land to be taken out of production. The
practice uses a dike to stop the concentrated flow of water causing gullies and a tile intake to slowly subsurface drain the water from the
field.
• Feedlot practices can help keep water clean by keeping it out of the feedlot area. Rain gutters and water diversions can be great ways
to keep nutrients out of our water. Included is a before and after picture of a feedlot practice. The trench drain system collects water
coming off the roof and carries it away from the feedlot where it is released into a grass field. The practice helps keep the feedlot drier
and keeps the nutrients in the feedlot where it can be scrapped and spread as fertilizer.
If you are interested in any of these ag practices or have a practice in mind yourself, please contact Casey Field Mille Lacs Soil and Water
Conservation District at 320-983-2160 or Casey.Field@millelacs.mn.gov.
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Mille Lacs County
4-H Program
There is something for everyone in 4-H! Most people think that
4-H projects are only working with animals or making a craft
project to display at the fair, but it is so much more!

lease your animal from another family and learn with friends,
making the experience affordable and available to all.

Projects

Animals

There are so many project opportunities! Clothing & textiles,
fashion revue, healthy living, foods, photography, woods, STEM
projects such as engineering and rocketry, shooting sports and
archery, crafts & fine arts, the possibilities are endless. This year
there was everything from cookies to Legos to a goat milking
stand to a rebuilt motorcycle!

Yes, there are animals! Horses, mini-horses, dogs, beef and
dairy cattle, meat and dairy goats, rabbits, sheep, swine, llamas,
alpacas and poultry. Mille Lacs County 4-H has them all and
the 4-H’ers know their stuff too!
Mille Lacs County has an amazing group of youth who are
extremely educated on their species of choice. The best thing is
they share their knowledge with each other and are supported
by the most wonderful group of adult volunteers. The newest
members gain an abundance of knowledge their first year and
quickly become resources for other youth.

Learning

4-H provides the opportunity to explore, grow, and learn.
4-H’ers select an area of interest and dive in! Their idea or
dream becomes real with the support of adult volunteers.
Through projects these young people learn how to become
leaders in their area of interest. There were many youth who
represented Mille Lacs County 4-H at the State Fair, making
Mille Lacs County extremely proud! We had a project earn a

4-H is different than other programs, you don’t have to own
your own animals to learn and show them. With 4-H you can

By Amber Sixberry, 4-H Program Coordinator
Purple ribbon, which is the highest honor. Mille Lacs County
4-H’ers received Herdsmanship and Showmanship awards, Public
presentation, and Cooking awards. Mille Lacs County 4-H’ers
worked hard and earned recognition for it.
4-H has something for everyone and there is no cost to enroll.
The program is open to any youth, kindergarten through one year
post high school. Our Mille Lacs County 4-H’ers learn from each
other and from hands-on experiences. They make friends and
build relationships based on what they enjoy doing, I don’t know
what is better than that! Call Mille Lacs County Extension Office
at 320-983-8317 to get more information on how to sign up for
4-H.
We want to say a special thank you to the County Commissioners
who joined us as interview judges at the fair, Genny Reynolds,
Timothy Wilhelm, & Phil Peterson. Thank you so much for taking
the time out to spend the day with Mille Lacs County youth!
Pictured to the left:
Motorcyle: Levin Horak received a Purple Ribbon at the state fair
for his rebuilt motorcycle.
Costume: Kaitlyn Byker won crowd favorite at the Mille Lacs
County Dress you Animal Contest with Custard her rabbit.
Cattle: Outgoing 4-H members of the Dairy Project, Abby
Grimm, Carter Herbst, and Craig Santema.
Cookies: Cassie Gray was awarded a Blue Ribbon for her Foods &
Nutrition project of Old Fashion Molasses Cookies.
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All
About
Homestead
Classification
By Al Heim, County Assessor

What are the Benefits of Homestead Classification?
A homestead classification qualifies your property for a market
value exclusion. This exclusion may reduce the property’s taxable
market value. The homestead classification is also a requirement for
other programs such as the homestead exclusion for veterans with
a disability, senior citizens’ property tax deferral, and Minnesota
Property Tax refunds. The homestead market value exclusion applies
to all homesteads. All homesteads with values of less than $413,800
can have their taxable value reduced by the exclusion.

not need to reapply. However, the County Assessor may
at any time ask you to provide an additional application
or other documentation to verify that you continue to meet
the requirements for homestead treatment.
Can I Have More Than One Homestead?
No, you may only have one homestead as determined by your
primary residence. If you change your primary residence during the
year, you may apply for homestead at the new residence. You must
notify the County Assessor within thirty days that your primary
residence has changed, and you will need to complete and sign a
new homestead application. As stated previously, you must own and
occupy a property by December 1st and apply by December 15th to
qualify for taxes payable in the following year.

How Do I Qualify?
To qualify for a homestead, you must:
1. Be an owner of the property;
2. Occupy the property as your primary residence;
3. Be a Minnesota resident.

What Should I Do If I Move, Sell My Property, Or Change My
Martial Status?
You must notify the assessor within thirty days if you move, sell your
property, or your marital status and/or occupancy of your spouse
changes. If you fail to notify the assessor within thirty days, the
property could be assessed a penalty.

In order to determine that you meet all of the above criteria,
the County Assessor may ask you to verify the address on your
Minnesota driver’s license, the address where you are registered to
vote, your primary mailing address, or other factual information.
How Can I Apply?
Applications for homestead are made to, and approved by, the
County Assessor in the county where your property is located. In
Mille Lacs County, the homestead application can be found at the
Assessors Office, by calling the Assessor’s department at
320-983-8311 or online at www.millelacs.mn.gov/1185.

Can My Relative Apply For Homestead?
Certain relatives can qualify for homestead treatment.
• For residential properties, qualifying relatives include: Parents,
grandparents, siblings, children, grandchildren, aunts, uncles,
nieces, and nephews of the owner or of the spouse of the owner.

When Should I Apply?
After purchasing and moving into a new home, you should apply for
homestead as soon as possible. You may apply for homestead at any
time during the year. If you move into the home by December 1st,
you must apply by December 15th to qualify for taxes payable the
following year.

• For agricultural properties, qualifying relatives include: Parents,
siblings, children, and grandchildren of the owner or of the spouse
of the owner.
Relative homestead applications are made to, and approved by,
the County Assessor in the county where the property is located.
Relative homesteads cannot be granted to a property that has
ever been classified as Seasonal Residential Recreational under
the current ownership. Relative homesteads are verified with a
reapplication every year in Mille Lacs County. (Note: Relative
homesteads do not qualify for a property tax refund.)

What Information Do I Need to Provide?
You are required to provide the Social Security Number for all
owners who occupy the property and for the spouse of each owner,
regardless of whether the spouse lives at the homestead location
or not. You may refuse to provide this information, but refusal will
disqualify you from receiving a homestead classification. You will
also need to provide a copy of your Minnesota driver’s license to
verify your state of residency. If applicable, you may also be asked to
provide the 1st page of a divorce decree if a divorce occurred within
the last 5 years of applying for the homestead.

What If My Property Is Held in Trust?
Property held under a trust may also qualify for homestead if
occupied by a grantor or qualifying relative of the grantor of
the trust. If you have questions or need more information about
the homestead exclusion, please contact the Mille Lacs County
Assessor’s Office at 320-983-8311.

How Often Must I Apply?
If your property has been granted homestead classification, you do
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Meet
Your
Justice
System
By Joe Walsh, County Attorney

I sincerely hope that no one reading this column ever has to participate in the criminal justice system. If you do, it usually
means you have been a victim of a crime, are a witness to a crime, or you are being accused of some wrongdoing. It is possible
to live a full and happy life without having any of these experiences! For those that do have to navigate these choppy waters, I
hope this brief introduction will help you avoid confusion when that day comes.
Law Enforcement
Law enforcement have the important job of investigating complaints of criminal activity. If law enforcement believes that a crime has
occurred and can identify someone who can be held accountable for that crime, a report is typically submitted to a prosecutor. More
complicated or serious crimes are often referred to an investigator, who does a more thorough investigation before deciding how to proceed.
Prosecutor
As Mille Lacs County Attorney, my office represents the State of Minnesota and prosecutes most crime that occurs in Mille Lacs County,
including all felonies. The role of the prosecutor is to review reports submitted by law enforcement, identify laws that have been violated,
and hold offenders accountable. If someone is accused of violating the law, they are charged in a Complaint and called a “defendant.” We
have Victim Assistance Coordinators whose job is to help guide victims through the entire process including notification of hearings and
requests for restitution. Prosecutors help guide investigations by law enforcement, file motions to address legal issues, call witnesses to
resolve factual disputes, and assist the ultimate decision-makers by organizing and explaining the available evidence.
Defense Attorney
All defendants have a right to be represented by an attorney. A defense attorney advises the defendant about his or her rights. In America,
we have an adversary system, which means that the prosecutor and defense attorney oppose each other before a neutral party of one type or
another that ultimately decides what happened and whether any laws were violated. Defense attorneys also file motions, call witnesses, and
often provide a different perspective on the evidence.
Court
There is one District Court in each County, where District Court Judges preside. All cases filed by a prosecutor are ultimately heard before
the District Court. Judges decide all legal questions raised by attorneys in motions. Judges can also be the neutral party that reviews the
evidence and decides what happened, especially in cases involving misdemeanors and juveniles. If it is determined that a defendant did
commit a crime, a Judge decides the sentence that defendant receives including any jail time or conditions that a defendant must follow.
Probation
There are two probation agencies in Mille Lacs County. For juvenile offenses, misdemeanors, and gross misdemeanors, defendants are
supervised by the Mille Lacs County Probation Office. For felonies, defendants are supervised by the Minnesota Department of Corrections
out of its Milaca office. Probation agents’ role is to monitor all defendants on probation for compliance with all court-ordered conditions.
If a defendant does not follow the conditions of the District Court’s sentence, then a probation agent will typically file a probation violation
report. That violation report leads to a revocation hearing where the prosecutor and defense attorney provide guidance to the District Court
regarding whether there should be an additional consequence for that defendant and what that consequence should be.
You
You serve an important role in the justice system! Defendants accused of serious
offenses have a right to a trial by a jury made up of people in the community
including yourself. In this role as a juror, you become the neutral party that
decides what happened and whether a crime was committed. Occasionally, a
prosecutor can also ask for your help to decide what crimes should be charged:
this is called a grand jury. In a grand jury, which is a secret proceeding to protect
the privacy of the accused, the prosecutor presents evidence and the grand jury
makes a decision about whether a crime should be charged. As you can see, this
is a system with many moving parts that must work together in order to ensure
everyone is treated fairly as we seek our ultimate goal: justice.
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Joe Walsh has been serving
as your County Attorney
since 2015. Joe states,
"serving as Mille Lacs
County Attorney has been
the greatest privilege of my
career."

L oan s a n d Gr an ts f or
Hom e I m p r ove m e n ts

Loans

Qualified applicants may
receive a loan up to $20,000
to assist with home
improvement repairs.

Grants

Low-income applicants
may receive up to $7,500 in
grants to assist with home
improvement repairs.

Terms

Loans are at a 1% fixed interest
rate and can be repaid over 20
years. Grant terms also apply.

The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Section 504 Home Repair program provides loans to very-low-income
homeowners to repair, improve, or modernize their homes. The Section 504 Home Repair program also offers grants to elderly verylow-income homeowners to remove health and safety hazards.
Who may apply for this program?
To qualify for the Section 504 Home Repair program you must:
• Be the homeowner and occupy the house;
• Be unable to obtain affordable credit elsewhere;
• Have a family income below 50 percent of the area median income;
• For grants, be age 62 or older and not be able to repay a repair loan.
How may funds be used?
• Loans may be used to repair, improve, or modernize homes or to remove health and safety hazards.
• Grants must be used to remove health and safety hazards, including non-compliant septic systems, a failed roof, or a red-tag furnace.
How much money can qualified applicants receive?
• The maximum loan is $20,000;
• The maximum grant is $7,500;
• Loans and grants can be combined for up to $27,500 in assistance.
What are the terms of the loan or grant?
• Loans can be repaid over 20 years;
• Loan interest rate is fixed at 1%;
• Full title service is required for loans of $7,500 or more;
• Grants have a lifetime limit of $7,500;
• Grants must be repaid if the property is sold in less than 3 years;
• If applicants can repay part, but not all of the costs, applicants may be offered a loan and grant combination.
To learn more about the USDA’s Section 504 Home Repair program, call (763) 689-3354 ext. 4 or email dana.rauschnot@USDA.gov.

By Mike Wimmer, Economic Development Manager
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Local Recycling Options

GreenCorps Program Results

Are you wondering where you can bring items for
recycling? Mille Lacs County offers five recycling drop
sites.

By Dillon Hayes, Environmental Resources Manager
In 2018, Mille Lacs County was selected as a GreenCorps
host site via a competitive application process.
GreenCorps is a statewide program coordinated by the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency to preserve and
protect Minnesota’s environment while training a new
generation of environmental professionals. Host sites
host a GreenCorps service member, at no cost to the
host site, for 11 months. Mille Lacs County’s GreenCorps
service member, Ben Lehman, was with the County from
October 2018 to August 2019.

Accepted materials include:
• brown and clear glass
• paperboard, cardboard
• paper, newspaper

• magazines
• plastics #1 - #7
• aluminum cans,
steel cans

Recycling Drop Site Hours and Locations:
Milaca: 205 2nd Avenue NE
Monday and Wednesday: 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Friday and Saturday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

Ben was tasked with improving energy efficiency and
sustainability with an eye on cost savings. During his
time with Mille Lacs County, Ben made great progress
on accomplishing these objectives, including:

Princeton: 10039 55th Street (Princeton Town Hall)
Wednesday: 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Friday and Saturday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

• Compiling and analyzing more than a year of utility
data on five (5) County buildings.

Kathio: 44364 Timber Trail Road (Kathio Town Hall)
1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month:
9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

• Sampling and analyzing chloride data on the Rum
River to investigate the effects of road salt use.

Onamia: 35617 125th Avenue
Every Monday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

• Analyzing County road salt application
procedures with respect to State-wide standards.

Isle: 465 Isle Street West
2nd and 4th Saturday of each month:
9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

• Presenting to hundreds of local students on water
quality and Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).
• Analyzing more than a year of County fleet vehicle use
data and exploring cost-effective electric vehicle (EV)
options to reduce operating costs.
• Researching funding opportunities for energy
efficiency improvements.

Battery & Cellphone Recycling

• Reviewing and recommending policy changes to
reduce energy use and space needs.
Rechargeable battery and cellphone recycling
locations are available in Mille Lacs County! Accepted
rechargeable batteries include lithium ion (Li-Ion), nickel
cadmium (Ni-Cd), Nickel Metal Hydride (Ni-MH), Nickel
Zinc (Ni-Zn), and Small Sealed Lead Acid (SSLA/Pb).
Please contact the Mille Lacs County Environmental
Resources office for more information at 320-983-8325.

• Completing a plug load and lighting inventory for two
(2) buildings.
• Facilitating a detailed assessment of energy and waste
management efficiency for two (2) buildings.
• Initiating the removal and replacement of inefficient
equipment and appliances.

Please check the label on your batteries before
recycling. Alkaline batteries aren’t accepted, but can be
disposed of at the Stearns County Household Hazardous
Waste Facility at no charge year-round. The Facility also
accepts: agricultural pesticides, household cleaners,
paints, stains, automotive, lawn and garden chemicals,
fluorescent bulbs, rechargeable batteries, and related
materials. The Facility is located at 3601 5th Street
South, Waite Park, MN 56387. The hours of operation are
Monday through Friday 8:00 A.M. to 4:15 P.M. and the 1st
and 3rd Saturday of each month from 8:00 A.M. to Noon.
If you have questions on specific materials, please call
(320) 255-6140.

These accomplishments will not only promote a more
sustainable operation, but also save thousands in utility
expenses each year. While Ben is no longer with the
County, he did provide a final report with a full list of
extensive recommendations. This document will provide
a foundation for staff to continue implementation into
the future.
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Mille Lacs County

Receives New
Equipment
Through
Grants and
Donations
The Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office has worked
hard to acquire grants to fund new County
equipment. In addition, the Sheriff’s Office has
also received generous donations that assist with
obtaining new equipment for the Sheriff’s Office.
Learn more about how these funds are being used.
Through various grants and donations, the Mille Lacs County Sheriff ’s
Office has been able to utilize and acquire approximately $586,243 in
equipment for a cost of approximately $10,355, a huge cost offset to the
citizens of Mille Lacs County.

RG-31 MRAP Military Vehicle
The Mille Lacs County Sheriff ’s Office has acquired a RG-31 MRAP
military vehicle through the 10/33 Military Surplus Program. The Sheriff ’s
Office had been working with Swatmod.com to acquire set up and delivery
of this vehicle. The RG-31 is a fully armored vehicle that is capable of
transporting many individuals at a time. This vehicle will be used in
emergency situations where the safety of the individuals is vital through
the protection against firearms and other threats. The original cost of this
vehicle was approximately $500,000.
The Mille Lacs County Sheriff ’s Office was able to acquire this vehicle
with shipping and set up for approximately $11,500. The total expense of
$11,500 was funded through the County’s Drug Forfeiture account. There
was no-cost to the residents of Mille Lacs County.
This vehicle will be used in special circumstances that most likely will
involve the Mille Lacs County SWAT team. It may also be used in many
other emergency situations.
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Image courtesy of Laura Slaughter.

Customized Premier Pontoon Boat
Lyback’s Marine donated a customized 2002 Premier
Pontoon Boat that will be utilized in deploying and
removing 235 navigational buoys each year. This may
also be utilized for other safety rescue type missions.
This pontoon has been modified to accommodate these
activities in a safe manner to reduce potential injuries
to the officers in removing these buoys which weigh
approximately 250 pounds each.
The total value of this upgraded and modified pontoon is
approximately $28,399.06. After the donation, Mille Lacs
County’s responsibility was approximately $10,355.37.
Sheriff Don Lorge wants to say thank you to Lyback’s
Marine for this generous donation.

Lund Tyee Magnum Boat
The Mille Lacs County Sheriff ’s Office has applied
for and received a Federal Boating Safety Equipment
Grant from the Department of Natural Resources. This
grant was used to purchase a 2018 Lund Tyee Magnum
boat with a Mercury 225 XL 4ST motor, in addition to
Humminbird Navigational Side-Scan equipment. Also,
forty-five navigational buoys, chains, and weights to
secure the buoys were able to be purchased.
The new boat is to replace the 1983 boat that was no
longer usable due to age and the hull cracked beyond
repair. The boat will be used for safety water rescue.
The value of this equipment is $57,844. This had been
accomplished at no-cost to the County.
There are many costs involved in running a Sheriff ’s
Office to ensure public safety. Sheriff Lorge has vowed
to continue seeking grant funding and donations to
help offset these costs. Sheriff Don Lorge wants to thank
everyone involved in making these needed purchases
possible.
As of 2019, Don Lorge has been
serving as your County Sheriff.
Sheriff Lorge's goal is "to perform all
duties mandated by the Constitution
of the United States of America
and the State of Minnesota in a
professional, ethical, and costefficient manner."

Top image: Mille Lacs County RG-31 MRAP vehicle.
Middle image: Sheriff’s Office Lund Tyee Magnum boat.
Bottom image: Customized Premier pontoon boat.
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Winter Safety Tips

By Julie Peterson, Emergency Manager
Outdoor Winter Safety:

• Remember that ice on lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, etc. is never
100% safe.
• Dress in layers and be sure to wear a hat and gloves/mittens.
• Change out of wet clothing right away.
• Don’t overdo it, especially when shoveling. Take frequent rest breaks
and drink plenty of water during strenuous outdoor activities.

Winter Fire and Heating Safety:

• If you plan on using a wood stove or fireplace, be sure the chimney is clean and 		
functioning properly.
• Have at least three feet of clearance between any heat source and anything that can
burn.
• Do not operate gas/propane heaters or any other fuel burning heaters indoors.
• Check your carbon monoxide and smoke detectors to make sure they have fresh
batteries and are functioning correctly – they should be tested monthly.

Winter Driving:

• Get your vehicle winterized before the onset of winter weather.
• Always check the latest weather information before you travel.
• Keep your gas tank full. Less than ½ tank of gas may lead to condensation in your gas
tank. The condensation allows ice crystals to form which can block your fuel line and the
flow of gas to the engine.
• Remember that bridges, on/off ramps, overpasses, and underpasses may be more
slippery than other parts of the road.
• Be careful around snowplows – reduce your speed and never drive into a snow cloud.
Stay back, stay alive.
• If you are stuck out on the road during a winter storm, remain with your vehicle –
do not attempt to walk in a winter storm. Make your vehicle visible to rescuers by tying
a red bandana or cloth to the antenna/roof rack. Beware of carbon monoxide – make
sure snow does not block the exhaust pipe so you can run your vehicle for a few minutes
every hour to help stay warm. Be sure to keep one window open slightly while the car is
running.
• Put together a winter storm survival kit to carry in your vehicle.
A typical kit should include:
		
o A large coffee can with a plastic lid to hold some of your items;
		
o High energy foods;
		
o Red bandana or cloth to tie on the antenna/roof rack;
		o Candles/matches;
		
o Metal cup to melt snow for drinking water;
		
o Flashlight and spare batteries;
		
o First aid kit;
		o Shovel;
		
o Jumper cables;
		
o Tow rope/strap;
		
o A bag of sand/salt for traction;
		
o Basic tools;
		
o Sleeping bags/blankets;
		
o Warm clothing/boots;
		
o Cell phone/charger/portable power supply.
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Minnesota’s Winter Hazard Awareness Week
By Julie Peterson, Emergency Manager
Get ready for Minnesota’s Winter Hazard Awareness Week on November 4 – 8, 2019! Here’s a quick refresher on some winter weather terms.
Advisories
Advisories are issued for conditions which warrant increased awareness and moderately hamper travel, but where the weather is not severe
enough to merit a warning. Actions to take: Closely monitor future forecasts and statements and be alert for watches or warnings when
winter weather is highlighted in an advisory.
Hazardous Weather Outlooks
General information on developing winter weather up to a week before it occurs.
Actions to take: Closely monitor future forecasts and statements and be alert for watches, warnings and advisories when winter weather is
highlighted in an outlook.
Winter Storm Watch
Severe weather conditions including heavy snow, blowing snow, freezing rain and/or sleet may soon affect your area. Actions to take: Pay
special attention to future forecasts and statements and begin to make safety preparations.
Winter Storm Warning
Severe winter weather conditions are occurring or are imminent. Most warnings are issued for heavy snow and wind, but may also be issued
for ice and sleet storms. Actions to take: Take immediate action to ensure the appropriate safety precautions have been taken.
Blizzard Warning
Visibilities are reduced to less than ¼ mile for several hours due to falling and/or blowing snow, making travel virtually impossible. The wind
will be at least 35 mph. Actions to take: Stay in a safe place so you don’t become stranded in the storm.
Wind Chill
This is the cooling effect of the combination of temperature and wind on exposed skin. See the Wind Chill Chart below for additional details.

Wind Chill Chart

Wind Chill Chart
Temperature (ºF)

Wind (mph)

Calm 40

5
10
15
20
25
30
35
40
45
50
55
60

36
34
32
30
29
28
28
27
26
26
25
25

35
31
27
25
24
23
22
21
20
19
19
18
17

30
25
21
19
17
16
15
14
13
12
12
11
10

25
19
15
13
11
9
8
7
6
5
4
4
3

20
13
9
6
4
3
1
0
-1
-2
-3
-3
-4

15 10
5
7
1
-5
3
-4 -10
0
-7 -13
-2
-9 -15
-4 -11 -17
-5 -12 -19
-7 -14 -21
-8 -15 -22
-9 -16 -23
-10 -17 -24
-11 -18 -25
-11 -19 -26

Frostbite Times

0
-11
-16
-19
-22
-24
-26
-27
-29
-30
-31
-32
-33

30 minutes

-5
-16
-22
-26
-29
-31
-33
-34
-36
-37
-38
-39
-40

-10
-22
-28
-32
-35
-37
-39
-41
-43
-44
-45

-15 -20 -25 -30 -35 -40 -45
-28 -34 -40 -46 -52 -57 -63
-35 -41 -47 -53 -59 -66 -72
-39 -45 -51 -58 -64 -71 -77
-42 -48 -55 -61 -68 -74 -81
-44 -51 -58 -64 -71 -78 -84
-46 -53 -60 -67 -73 -80 -87
-48 -55 -62 -69 -76 -82 -89
-50 -57 -64 -71 -78 -84 -91
-51 -58 -65 -72 -79 -86 -93
-52 -60 -67 -74 -81 -88 -95

-46 -54 -61 -68 -75 -82 -89 -97
-48 -55 -62 -69 -76 -84 -91 -98

10 minutes

5 minutes

Wind Chill (ºF) = 35.74 + 0.6215T - 35.75(V0.16) + 0.4275T(V0.16)
Where, T= Air Temperature (ºF) V= Wind Speed (mph)
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The Mille Lacs
Band Lawsuit: A
Legal Context
By Ran dy V. T h o mp s o n , Es q .

Nearly two years ago, in November 2017, the Mille Lacs Band sued
Mille Lacs County, the Sheriff, and the County Attorney in federal
court. The Band’s lawsuit raises issues concerning law enforcement
rights and responsibilities, but it also goes to the question of whether
or not the Reservation, established by an 1855 treaty, still exists. In
simplest terms, the Mille Lacs Band claims that the Reservation
continues to exist and that all lands in the County’s three northern
townships – Kathio, Isle Harbor, and South Harbor, including the
Cities of Onamia, Isle and Wahkon – should still be considered
Indian country. Additionally, the Band claims the Reservation
includes the southwest area of Lake Mille Lacs. The Band claims
jurisdiction, in varying degrees, over this area.
The County’s position is that the Reservation was “disestablished” or
“diminished” and that the vast majority of the contested lands have
passed into non-Band ownership. Accordingly, jurisdiction in nearly
all of these lands rests with the County.
Lawsuits over the status and existence of a reservation are not
unique in the United States. Over the last 50 years, there have been
numerous federal court cases considering whether a reservation was
created, and if so, whether that reservation was disestablished or
“diminished” (reduced in size).
Like many legal questions, determining the boundaries of a
reservation can be complex, time-consuming and uncertain. Each
case may involve different parties, different claims, and a different set
of facts and history. “Slam dunks” or easy cases rarely end up before
a judge, and it’s not unheard of that neither side gets a result they
wanted. In each case, a court must wrestle with:
• The facts of the case, some of which can stretch back over a century
or more;
• The evidence allowed to be presented in court;
• The plain language of the relevant laws;
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• The intent of Congress in passing the laws;
• The case law or precedents from other cases that may
guide the Court.
Courts have been particularly careful in examining
questions concerning the boundaries of Indian country.
The United States Supreme Court has developed a threepart test to determine whether an Indian reservation
has been disestablished or diminished, looking for
Congressional intent.
1. The text of the relevant statute used to open Indian
lands to sale.
2. Examination of the circumstances surrounding the
passage of the Act that opened Indian lands for sale, the
negotiations and the tenor of legislative reports presented
to Congress.
3. The subsequent treatment of the area and the pattern of
settlement.
The courts will not lightly conclude that an Indian
reservation has been disestablished or terminated, so
Congressional intent must be clear. That approach can
be seen in three recent cases that address whether a
reservation was created or if it has been diminished.
These cases have some common elements that may prove
relevant to the Band’s lawsuit:
• In Northern Arapaho Tribe v. Wyoming, a decade-long
dispute between the Tribe and the State of Wyoming,
the U.S. Supreme Court in 2018 let stand a decision by
the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals which determined
that the Wind River Reservation in Wyoming was
diminished by a 1905 Act that used the terms “cede, grant
and relinquish.” Similar language appears in the 1863/64
Treaties and the 1889 Nelson Act and Agreement with

News from the
Auditor-Treasurer’s Office

the Mille Lacs Band.
• Just last month, a federal court in Michigan issued a ruling
in Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians v. Whitmer that
rejected a claim that the Treaty of Detroit created a reservation.
After four years of litigation, the Court ruled the Treaty set
aside lands for individual band members, with a “patent” for the
land given to individuals. In other words, ownership of lands
was given to individual Band members and not to the Band
collectively. Similar use of the term “patent” appears in the 1889
Nelson Act negotiations.

Effective on Tuesday, July 6, 2019, Paul Prokosch has been
appointed by the County Board as the Temporary
Auditor-Treasurer.
Property taxes are due soon.
•
•
•

• In April, the federal court for eastern Wisconsin issued a
ruling in a 2016 lawsuit, Oneida Nation v. Village of Hobart, that
the Oneida Reservation had been diminished. That reservation,
created by an 1838 treaty, was allotted to individual tribal
members. Over time, 95 percent of the original 65,400-acre
reservation passed out of Indian ownership. At Mille Lacs, more
than 95 percent of the original 61,000-acre reservation has
passed out of Indian ownership.

There are several payment options:

These cases, and others, will be part of the legal analysis in the
Mille Lacs Band lawsuit. The language Congress used in the
1863/64 Treaties and in the 1889 Nelson Act, and the fact that
virtually all the land in the three Townships passed into nonIndian ownership, reinforces the County’s belief that the Mille
Lacs Reservation was either disestablished or greatly diminished.
As the foregoing reminds us, however, the path to a decision is
long, complex, and occasionally surprising.
By: Randy V. Thompson, Esq.
Nolan, Thompson, Leighton, & Tataryn, PLC.
5001 American Blvd. W., Suite 595
Bloomington, MN 55437
Telephone No. 952-405-7171
E-mail: rthompson@nmtlaw.com

2nd half of Real Estate taxes due date October 15;
2nd half Agriculture Property taxes due November 15;
2nd half Mobile Home taxes due November 15.

Online: To make an e-payment, search for your tax statement
online and then select “pay by credit card.” Fees apply to online
payments, as charged by the payment processor. The county
does not receive any portion of the additional fees. The service
fee to pay by credit card is 2.35% of the payment amount with a
minimum of $1.50. E-checks have a flat fee of $1.50.
By Mail: Checks or money orders can be mailed to: Mille Lacs
County Treasurer, 635 2nd St SE, Milaca, MN 56353.
In Person: at the Auditor Treasurer’s Office in the Historic
Courthouse.
Please remember to include your parcel number in the memo
line of checks. Payments must be postmarked by the due date to
avoid penalties. All information may be found on the Mille Lacs
County Auditor-Treasurer’s website at
www.millelacs.mn.gov/1242
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Image courtesy of Edee Conner.

Operation Community Connect:
October 17, 2019

The 14th annual Operation Community Connect is coming
up. Located at the Milaca High School on October 17, 2019
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Operation Community Connect (OCC)
is a fun event for the whole family! All Mille Lacs County
community members are invited to attend.
The Operation Community Connect event is a wonderful
resource that can benefit all community members. OCC’s Kid’s
Corner offers free winter boots to children, in addition to fun
activities and treats. Free dental services are available from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. for youth up to 18 years of age, and pregnant
women up to age 26. Free haircuts and a free meal (served until
1:30 p.m.) will also be offered, including access to the many
resources that our community has to offer. Oftentimes during
the event, we have participants comment on how much they
learned about the resources offered in our community.
Operation Community Connect came about initially as a way to
conduct the National Wilder Survey, a homelessness count that
is conducted every three years throughout the country. During
that first year, we had 20 vendors and 75 community members
who participated. Each year, OCC has grown to include more
vendors and serve more participants. Currently we average over
60 vendors and 450 participants each year, which we hope to far
surpass at this year’s event.

ECRL Region-Wide Read 2019
Each year East Central Regional Library encourages readers
across the region to read the same book and come together as a
community to talk about it and participate in related programs.
The 3rd Annual ECRL Reads title, Virgil Wander, by Leif Enger
is a timeless, all-American story that follows the inhabitants of a
small Minnesota town in their quest to revive its flagging heart.

In June of each year, a second Operation Community Connect
event is held in at the Onamia Elementary School and hosted
by the Mille Lacs Area Health Foundation. Mille Lacs County
community members are invited to attend the event both times
per year. Two locations, twice the fun! In addition to all the fun,
this event is a great opportunity for the community to come
together.

Place your hold in the catalog today, or starting on September
1st, it will be available in unlimited quantities via eBook on our
Overdrive app or via eAudiobook on our RBDigital app. The
following events are geared toward adults, and no registration is
necessary.

Book Discussions

Major sponsors that help make OCC a success include the First
National Bank, Milaca Public Schools, Rum River Community
Foundation, Delta Dental, Central Mille Lacs United Way,
Fairview Health Services, Health Partners, ECE Operation
Round Up, and Mille Lacs Area Health Foundation. Remember
to mark your calendars and join us on October 17, 2019 to
celebrate community and enjoy the day. We are very excited to
see you there!

Thursday, October 10, 2019, 3-4:00 p.m.
Princeton Area Library,
100 S. 4th St., Princeton, MN 55371
Wednesday, October 16, 2019, 11 a.m. - Noon
Milaca Community Library,
235 1st St. E., Milaca, MN 56353
Thursday, November 7, 2019, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Mille Lacs Lake Community Library,
285 2nd Ave. S., Isle, MN 56342

Author Visit: Leif Enger
Tuesday, November 26, 2019, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Princeton Area Library,
100 S. 4th St., Princeton, MN 55371
Join us as we welcome Minnesota author Leif Enger. His latest
novel, Virgil Wander, is an enchanting and timeless all-American
story that follows the inhabitants of a small Minnesota town in
their quest to revive its flagging heart.
For more information on all of the Region Wide Read, stop
by your local library to pick up a brochure or visit our events
calendar at: www.ecrlib.org. These programs are funded with
money from Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.
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Mille Lacs Lake

Genny Reynolds

807 N 3rd St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4613
District 1:
City of Princeton

Timothy Wilhelm

10287 55th St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4449
District 2: Princeton,
Greenbush, and Milo
Townships. City of Pease.

Phil Peterson

13827 140th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)983-2462
District 3: Milaca
Township; Cities of
Foreston and Milaca.

Roger Tellinghuisen
8868 110th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)369-4273

District 4: Bogus Brook,
Borgholm, Dailey, Hayland,
Mudgett, Bradbury,Page,
Onamia and Lewis
Townships; City of Bock.

David Oslin

39635 State Hwy 47
PO Box 377
Isle, MN 56342
(320)676-8621
District 5: Kathio, South
Harbor, Isle Harbor and East
Side Townships. Cities of
Isle, Onamia and Wahkon.

City of Princeton

Meet Your County Commissioners.

Learn how your County Commissioner can help you.
Regular County Board Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9 A.M. in the Historic
Courthouse. The public is welcome to attend. If you have any questions regarding County Board Meetings, please
contact County Administrator, Pat Oman, at 320-983-8218.
Your County Commissioners have a vast array of responsibilities, including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish policies and procedures for administration of programs;
Review, adjust and adopt the annual county budget;
Authorize the levy and collection of property taxes throughout the county;
Monitor the overall fiscal health of the county;
Adopt a capital improvement plan covering major county expenditures over a series of years;
Adopt ordinances for enforcement of county-wide actions;
Approve county participation in joint powers agreements with other governmental units;
Represent the county on administrative/advisory boards and commissions.
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Contact The County

Have a question or comment? We are happy to help.
Department
Administrative
Services Office

Duties

Phone Number
320-983-8218

•

Marriage Licenses, Birth, and
Death Certificates.

•

Personnel Management

•

Technology Services

•

Facility Operations

•

Budget & Financial Management

•

Property Valuation & Classification

•

Administers homestead and other
property tax programs.

Attorney's Office

•

Prosecutes Crimes

320-983-8305

AuditorTreasurer's
Office

•

Administers Property Taxes &
Elections

320-983-8310

•

Issues Passports

•

Liquor, Tobacco, Auctioneer licenses

Community
& Veterans
Services

•

Social Services & Public Health

•

Financial Assistance & Child Support

•

Veterans Services

Court
Administration

•

Collects Court Fees & Fines

•

Jury Duty

•

Hearing Dates

•

County Ditches

320-983-8232

•

Solid Waste

•

Environmental Regulations

320-983-8458
SSTS Septic Systems

•

Land Management

•

Parks & Trails

•

Recorded Land Records

•

Land Use Regulation

•

Building Permits

Probation Office

•

Supervision of juvenile &
non-felony adult offenders.

320-983-8202

Public Works

•

Maintains Bridges, County Roads,
& County State Aid Highways

320-983-8201

Sheriff's Office

•

Law Enforcement

320-983-8250

•

Custodial care of inmates.

Assessor's Office

Environmental
Resources

Land Services
Office

Register Online for the Quarterly
Newsletter

320-983-8311

Be the first to learn about the latest changes in
your government and community. Register online
to receive a digital copy of the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter, before it is even off the press!
Visit www.millelacs.mn.gov to register.

Land Ownership,
Escrows; Passports

320-983-8304
Property Tax

320-983-8208

320-983-8313

320-983-8308

•

Court-Related Services

Soil & Water
Conservation
District

•

Water Quality & Soil Health
Resources

320-983-2160

U of M Extension

•

4-H Extension Office

320-983-8317

Mille Lacs County Photographers
Mille Lacs County appreciates local photographers!
Check out the Mille Lacs County Photo Gallery online
at www.millelacs.mn.gov/2611.

Want Your Photos Featured?

Mille Lacs County is seeking photographers! Digital
image files must be in high resolution. Please visit the
Mille Lacs County Photography page for additional
information at www.millelacs.mn.gov/2611 or contact
Kara Vatalaro in the Administrative Services Office at
kara.vatalaro@millelacs.mn.gov.
Top left image courtesy of Edee Conner; top right image courtesy of Laura
Slaughter. Two bottom images courtesy of Jodi Borchardt.

Access the latest Mille Lacs County news & announcements, permits, licenses, job listings, and more!

Stay Connected: Sign up to
receive the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter via
email! Register online at:

"Like" us on Facebook!
Stay up to date on the latest
county news, job opportunities,
and more.

www.millelacs.mn.gov/2617

www.facebook.com/
MilleLacsCounty
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Looking for a fresh career
path? Check out available job
opportunities at:
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/MilleLacs

Visit the new Mille Lacs
County website for local news
and announcements, online
access to permits, licenses,
job opportunities, and more.
www.millelacs.mn.gov

