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Upcoming Events
County Board Meetings:

Image courtesy of Edee Conner.

Tuesday, July 16, 2019
Tuesday, August 6, 2019
Tuesday, August 27, 2019
Tuesday, September 3, 2019
Tuesday, September 17, 2019

Clean Water Public Input
Meetings:
Anoka City Hall:
Wednesday, July 31, 2019
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Princeton Library:
Thursday, August 1, 2019
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Onamia Rolf Olsen Center:
Saturday, August 3, 2019
10:00-Noon
For more information, call the Soil
and Water Conservation District at
320-983-2160.

Free Dental
Services in Our
Community

Free dental services
are available in Mille
Lacs County, thanks to
a grant secured from
Delta Dental Foundation
of Minnesota. For more
information or to set up
an appointment, view
page 2.

Battling the
Opioid Epidemic
The opioid epidemic
isn’t just something
that we see in the
news, it’s impacting our
community. Read about
Sheriff Lorge’s goal for
Mille Lacs County on
page 15.

Recent News on
Tribal Related
Litigation

Read the most recent
updates regarding the
Mille Lacs County tribal
litigation on page 8.

Mille Lacs County Fair: August 7-11, 2019
Fair season is near! The Mille Lacs County Fair Board, along with its 4-H partner,
have a lot of fun and excitement packed into five days in Princeton.
Opening Day
August 7th features a live broadcast of KBEK’s Happy Trucker show with special
guest Bernie King and the Guilty Pleasures.
August 8th features a full schedule of 4-H animal shows, the 4-H tractor driving
contest, the tractor pull and Chopper, the World’s Nuttiest DJ. Princeton
Speedway Friday night races occur.
August 9th after another day of 4-H animal shows and other demonstrations
while Copperhead Creek Band is the featured performer at the Band Shell. Friday
also features the 4-H Animal Auction.
August 10th features more fun with kids games, Tricia and the Toonies, and wine
judging. The Happy Trucker will be back to emcee the Demolition Derby while
SFO, A Tribute to Journey with a Salute to Kansas and Foreigner performs in the
Band Shell. Sunday sees a return of Automotive Barrel Racing.
All five days include American Legion Bingo and Stipe Carnival will be on grounds
Wednesday through Saturday. Watch for the full color brochure or visit
www.millelacscountyfair.com for more information and a full schedule.
Image courtesy of
Katie Moller.
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Produce Influencing Communities & Kids
When kids have a choice in what will be served to them,
they are more likely to eat it!
Mille Lacs County Community Health Staff will be present during the 2019 Farmer’s
Market Season on the following dates and times. Please bring your child to the
Farmer’s Market and receive a $2 PICK Buck that can be used to purchase FRESH
Fruits and Vegetables. Children need to be present to receive the PICK Buck.
Princeton Farmer’s Market:
Saturday’s
June 22-Sept. 28th
8:30 a.m. – Noon

Milaca Farmer’s Market:
Wednesday’s
June 19- Sept. 25th
2 p.m.- 5 p.m.

Isle Farmer’s Market:
Saturday’s
July 6th- August 31st
9 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Thank you, Delta Dental Foundation of Minnesota
In February, 2019, a partnership between Mille Lacs County
Community Health and Mille Lacs Health Systems secured a
grant from Delta Dental of Minnesota Foundation for $50,000 to
increase access to dental care within our community. This funding
will support mobile dental clinics throughout Mille Lacs County
in Princeton, Milaca, Onamia and Isle. These clinics will serve
any patients ages birth through 18 years of age and pregnant
women to age 26. To schedule an appointment please call
(612) 746-1530.
Disclaimer: This grant will serve anyone within the age
guidelines regardless of insurance status. If you have insurance, it
will be billed first and any remaining costs will be covered by the
grant funding.

Just Need Someone To Talk To?
Mille Lacs County is proud to offer a safe and supportive place for people to call and
speak with peers who are there to listen and support adults experiencing emotional
distress. Peers support each other by understanding struggles, sharing life experiences,
building natural relationships and being empathetic.
The peer-to-peer telephone support line is run by Minnesota individuals who have
all lived and are surviving life by understanding and managing their mental
health. The support line has recently expanded to serving the residents of Mille
Lacs County and the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe. They strive to show people that
there is no need to live in the shadows and that life can be lived to the fullest even
with mental health challenges.
The Peer Support Connection is available every day from 5pm to 9am. You can reach
them by calling 1-844-739-6369. The Peer Support Connection is provided by Wellness
in the Woods and funded in part by the Region 7E Adult Mental Health Initiative that
includes the counties of Mille Lacs, Chisago, Isanti, Kanabec, and Pine.
Image courtesy of Edee Conner.
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MLC Family Home Visiting Program:

Encouraging Families

The Family Home Visiting Program at Mille Lacs County has exciting news to share! This past December, official accreditation as a
high quality evidenced based home visiting program through Healthy Families America (HFA) was obtained! Based on over 30 years
of research, HFA is a signature program of Prevent Child Abuse America whose belief is that child abuse and neglect is preventable.
Indeed, Mille Lacs County Healthy Families recognizes that all parents want the best for their children and that being a parent is one of
the most challenging and fulfilling jobs that exist. Our goal is to provide support and encouragement through building respectful and
trusting partnerships with parents.
The family home visiting nurses at Mille Lacs County help monitor children’s growth and development, while also assisting with
connecting families to community resources, all while doing and making fun activities! Visits generally last about an hour and can
occur weekly or every other week based on a family’s needs. The Family Home Visiting Nurses are able to meet at any location that is
convenient for the family.
All Mille Lacs Healthy Families Home Visiting Nurses have received extensive training in a variety of topics that pertain to families
including everything from managing everyday stressors to school readiness. They also are Certified Lactation Counselors by which
they have received more than 40 hours of intensive training in breastfeeding. The home visiting program targets expectant parent(s) but
encourages any caregiver who has a child under the age of 3 to consider having a home visiting nurse, regardless of age or experience.
Mille Lacs County Healthy Families is completely grant funded; this program is offered free of charge for all participants and is 100%
voluntary. Mille Lacs County was recently awarded additional grant funds to expand their program to now partner with the Mille Lacs
Band of Ojibwe and Pine County. The additional funding allows the family home visiting team the ability to offer their services to more
families. Due to this, we are currently seeking more interested families!
If you or someone you know is wanting to find out more information about our program, we encourage you to contact Lachelle Brinks,
Family Home Visiting Coordinator, at Mille Lacs County Community and Veterans Services (320) 983-8208.

Focus on Lightning
By Julie Peterson, Emergency Manager
Lightning is one of the most underrated severe weather hazards, yet ranks as one of the top weather killers in the United States.
Lightning strikes in America kill about 54 people and injure hundreds of others each year. 64% of lightning fatalities result from
outdoor recreation. A large portion of these are from water activities and sports.
Monitor the weather closely when you are outdoors or planning outdoor activities. Sign up for the free CodeRED Emergency
Communication Network to receive weather bulletins from the National Weather Service when severe weather is in your area.
Register online now: https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/BFBEA151120D. For more information contact Mille Lacs
County Central Dispatch: 320-983-8288.
Lightning Quick Facts:
• All thunderstorms produce lightning and are dangerous.
• Lightning often strikes outside the area of heavy rain and may strike as far as 10 miles from any rainfall.
• Lightning often strikes the same place repeatedly if it is a tall, isolated object.
• Most lightning victims are in open areas or near a tree.
When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors - Don’t Get Caught Outside:
• The safest place to be when lightning threatens is in a substantial structure with electricity and plumbing. However, when inside
during a thunderstorm, avoid contact with anything that could conduct a lightning strike to you, including anything that plugs into a
wall outlet, corded phones, plumbing, metal doors and metal window frames.
• Generally, enclosed metal vehicles (not convertibles), with the windows rolled up, provide good shelter from lightning.
• If a storm is approaching, get inside immediately. Gazebos, rain or picnic shelters, sheds, baseball dugouts, tents, covered porches,
convertible vehicles and golf carts do not provide protection from lightning.
• When lightning can be seen or thunder is heard, the danger is already present.
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Mille Lacs County
Towards Zero
Deaths Safe
Roads Coalition

he Mille Lacs County Toward Zero
Deaths Safe Roads Coalition is working
on keeping the public up to date with
regards to the new “hands-free” legislation
which was recently signed into law by Governor
Walz. This new law goes into effect on August 1,
2019.
There has been some confusion on what you can do
under the new law. The new law allows drivers to use
their cell phone to make calls, send text messages and
even play music and use GPS, but this must all be
done by voice commands or by a single touch or “one
touch” meaning you can touch your cell phone one
time while driving and that is it, no further contact
with your cell phone.

Minnesota Hands-Free Law
Effective August 1, 2019

What you can’t do with your phone under
the new law.
You may not hold your phone in your hand. Also, a
driver may not use their phone at any time for video
calling, video live-streaming, Snapchat, gaming,
looking at video or photos stored on the phone, using
non-navigation apps, reading texts and scrolling or
typing on the phone.
Can you ever hold your phone?
Yes. Hand-held phone use is allowed to obtain
emergency assistance, if there is an immediate threat
to life and safety, or when in an authorized emergency
vehicle while performing official duties.
GPS device and other systems that can only be used
navigation are exempt from the hands-free law. In car
screens and systems are also exempt and are typically
locked while the car is in motion or in gear.
Basically what this boils down to is that you cannot
drive and hold your phone unless it is under
emergency circumstances such as an immediate
threat to life and safety. You must use your cell phone
through a hands free mode or integrated into your
vehicles speaker system either through the use of
auxiliary cable(s) or through the built in blue tooth
system inside your vehicle so that you can make voice
activated hands free calls/text messages. If you’re
still using a flip type phone you may need to visit
your cell phone provider to find out if your phone is
compatible in some way to your vehicle. Some older
flip style phones may not work at all and you may be
unable to use your cell phone in your vehicle unless
it is an emergency such as an immediate threat to life
and safety.
If your phone is capable of voice commands, but
you do not have a vehicle capable of integrating your
phone to the vehicle, you may want to utilize a phone
holder so that you can place your phone in the holder
and still use the phone through voice commands.
Apple, Samsung and Google phones all have voice
command systems that you can use as do many
others. For those who would like to continue to use

their cell phone while they drive may want to use this opportunity
to upgrade to a cell phone that does use voice commands.
In 12 of 15 states with hands-free laws, traffic fatalities have
decreased by an average of 15 percent [Source: National Safety
Council and Insurance Federation based on National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration data].
This law will also help law enforcement keep Minnesotans safe.
Because drivers aren’t allowed to have a phone in their hand, it’ll be
easier for law enforcement to see violations and take more effective
action. Through public awareness and education, the goal is for
Minnesotans to comply with the new law without enforcement
action.
The bottom line is that the Mille Lacs County Toward Zero Deaths
Safe Roads Coalition is trying to help get the word out on the new
hands-free law and make the public aware that this new law can
help us all be safer on our roadways.
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Slow Internet? Let Us Know!

By Mike Wimmer, Economic Development Manager
As a part of Mille Lacs County’s on-going efforts to ensure residents and businesses have access
to broadband speeds that meet or exceed state broadband standards, Mille Lacs County is
asking residents and businesses who do not receive their promised internet speeds to share this
information with Minnesota’s Office of Broadband Development. Providing this information
to the Office of Broadband Development will assist in efforts to improve broadband access and
speed, by providing the state with accurate data about the quality of internet access in Mille Lacs
County.
Residents and businesses concerned with their internet speeds are asked to visit www.speed.
measurementlab.net and www.checkspeedminnesota.com using a wired (not Wi-Fi) internet
connection. Both of these websites will provide you with easy-to-follow directions on how
to run an internet speed test, with the testing data being sent to the Office of Broadband
Development. If your internet speed tests on a wired connection are less than what your
provider has promised you, you can provide your home or business address at
www.millelacs.mn.gov/2662 and those addresses will be sent to the Office of Broadband
Development for further investigation.

County Maintenance Updates

By Noelan Lange, Facilities Operations Manager
With the changing seasons each year, the Maintenance Department at Mille Lacs County
faces many of the same challenges as years prior and some new ones. The end of spring and
beginning of summer means preventative maintenance is being performed on the many roof
top air handling units. Ongoing filter replacements and inspections on the air conditioning
side of these essential units, ensures a climate-controlled environment inside for the visitors
and employees who visit and work in the Mille Lacs County buildings. Inspections of the roof
top units help the Maintenance Department become aware of cooling issues prior to the peak
cooling season in July and August. Recently, during one of these preventative maintenance
inspections, it was discovered a set of compressors were exhausted and required replacement.
As the lawn begins to green, the mowers are tuned and their blades sharpened.Maintenance
team members and STS workers (Sentence to Serve) unite to complete a weekly manicure on
the encompassing green space of the Mille Lacs County campus. The diminished dead zone
of lawn approaching the edge of sidewalks will be leveled with fresh dirt and seeded for new
growth. Bollards will be repaired. Several signs have been reset. Along with trimming of the tree
limbs, dead bushes and trees will be removed. As the summer progresses, concrete work will
begin in order to repair or replace many sidewalk areas where age and the cold temperature of
winter have taken its toll.

Help Shape the Mille Lacs Scenic Byway

By Mike Wimmer, Economic Development Manager
On July 16th, 2018 the Minnesota Scenic Byways Commission officially designated Lake Mille
Lacs as the state’s newest byway. The Minnesota Scenic Byways Commission is made up of the
Minnesota Departments of Transportation and Natural Resources, the Minnesota Historical
Society, and Explore Minnesota. The official designation from the Minnesota Scenic Byways
Commission, capped off two years of work from a variety of organizations, all working on the
shared goal of preserving and highlighting the region’s outstanding scenic, natural, recreational,
cultural, historic, and archaeological attributes.
In the year following the scenic byway designation, a grassroots team of business leaders,
community members, and local government officials have continued work on shaping the
future of the Lake Mille Lacs Scenic Byway. Lake Mille Lacs Scenic Byway steering committee
members have participated in the National Scenic Byways Leadership Training course and are
currently hard at work on developing the Lake Mille Lacs Scenic Byway Corridor Management
Plan. The creation of this Corridor Management Plan is an opportunity for residents to share
their vision for the Lake Mille Lacs Scenic Byway and to help shape the future of the byway. To
learn more about how you can have your voice heard, contact Steve Dubbs at 612-805-4738.
Image Credit (Top to Bottom): Image 1 courtesy of Edee Conner. Images 2 & 3 courtesy of Laura Slaughter.

Mille Lacs County Roads:

Paved or Gravel?
By Bruce Cochran, County Engineer

People sometimes question why some roads are gravel and others are paved. To answer the question is not
always simple, it requires an analysis and investigation costs and how the roadway is used. For the most part
paved roads are preferred, but that isn’t always practical. Common sense suggests high speed, high volume
roadways are paved and low volume roadways are gravel, but how is a decision made between these two
extremes? Costs and funding sources play a role in the analysis.

How are roads funded?

Roads of all types, bridges, water systems, sewer systems, airports, traffic systems and transit systems are
public infrastructure that are funded with taxes and fees in some form or other. The intent is for those taxes
and fees to cover the cost to build and operate a particular system. The county road system is no different.

Where do the funds come from?

Counties in Minnesota receive tax and fee revenue for roads and bridges from a number of sources, in various
amounts, based on a number of factors. The majority of funding for the County State Aid System is distributed
by the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) and collected from gas taxes, license plate fees and
motor vehicle sales taxes. This funding is dedicated to the State Aid system and cannot be diverted. The County
Road system is not eligible for distribution from MnDOT and is funded with local revenue.

Reducing Road Maintenance Costs

The charge of the Mille Lacs County Public Works Department is to use all revenue as efficiently as possible.
This is especially true with the local revenue. One of the cost saving activities in 2019 is to pave higher traveled
gravel County Roads. The cost of paving is offset by reduced long term maintenance costs.
The cost of maintaining a gravel road is strongly influenced by weather and traffic volume. Higher traveled
gravel roads need to be graded or bladed, at least once a week, sometimes twice per week. The lower traveled
gravel roads may go up to two weeks between grading. When the weather is excessively wet, gravel roads
tend to ‘pothole’, requiring grading when the moisture subsides. Grading when the weather is excessively dry
is ineffective, the gravel segregates and does not compact. In addition to routine grading there is a need for
occasional maintenance gravel. More traffic equates to the need for more grading and gravel.
A common solution to minimize maintenance costs of higher traveled gravel roads is to pave the surface.
Several studies have been conducted across the country to determine the traffic volume and economic threshold
for paving. Each study is slightly different but all come to the same general conclusion, the threshold to pave
a gravel road in the neighborhood of 200 to 250 vehicles per day. Studies consider factors such as; gravel road
maintenance cost, paved road maintenance costs and construction costs. Other factors such as dust, noise, type
of traffic, housing density and housing proximity, future growth and development and changing traffic patterns
are contributing factors to the pave/no pave decision; these are difficult to quantify and often the subject of
debate.
Traffic volume was the primary consideration to determine which of the County Roads to pave in 2019. The
investment made today is intended to provide long term maintenance cost savings. This will benefit the County
by reducing the life cycle costs.

Our Goal

Reducing costs and providing improved surface roadways efficiently uses your tax dollars and benefits all the
citizens of Mille Lacs County. All taxpayers have a vested interest in creating and maintaining an efficient
roadway system.
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Readers may recall that April’s edition of this newsletter carried the article, “Why does it matter if the Mille Lacs Reservation still
exists?” And, while April was a while ago and my writing style has been politely described as “lawyerly,” readers might also recall that
article addressed some of the potential implications of the long-running disagreement between the County and the Mille Lacs Band
concerning the existence of the 1855 Mille Lacs Reservation.
That article prompted the Band to respond in local papers and online with both denunciations of the County’s actions as well as the
assertion that the Band is not seeking any rights or powers outside of law enforcement authority. While I regret the need to inflict more
of my lawyerly writing on the readers’ sensibilities, some of the Band’s comments require a response.
Before I turn to those matters, however, let me first take note of a positive development: the Band has expressed a willingness to
participate “in negotiations with the County to confirm the limits on its jurisdiction over non-Indians within its Reservation.” While
there are significant qualifiers within that statement, it is wholly positive that the Band has opened the door to negotiations on an issue
of fundamental concern to the County and its residents.

What’s Said…And What’s Not
The Band used lots of ink to assure readers that it is not pursuing actions “in its lawsuit” beyond confirmation of its law enforcement
authority. This phrasing matters: it’s carefully constructed to be narrowly accurate while actually saying little. Not seeking to expand its
authority “in this lawsuit” is not the same as a commitment to never take such a step – or many of them – in the future. The statement

Recent News
on Tribal Related
Litigation
seems to offer reassurance but in fact leaves the Band’s options fully open.
Even so, the assertion lacks even a narrow sense of accuracy. The plain language of the lawsuit seeks to establish the 1855 Mille Lacs
Reservation as encompassing 61,000 acres and all of Kathio, South Harbor and Isle Harbor townships. All land within that area,
including roadways and lands owned by non-members, would become “Indian country” if the Band prevails in its claims.

A Selective Remembering of Important Facts
The Band’s commentary is silent on the important question of why the County revoked the Cooperative Law Enforcement agreement
in 2016. Simply, revocation is the only mechanism available to either party to amend the agreement. In 2007, the Band revoked the
Cooperative Agreement for that reason. Nine years later, revocation remained the only remedy available to the County when it too
wanted to amend the terms of the agreement.
In 2016, the Band refused for six months to negotiate on a new agreement. After the election that year, the Band asked Governor
Dayton to facilitate a mediation between the parties, which was took place in the spring of 2017. The Band suddenly walked out of that
mediation even as it denied that it had done so. The Band went back to Governor Dayton, who remained supportive of their position,
but he also met with County officials in September 2017, where he came to understand that the County had taken reasonable and
responsible actions. Governor Dayton urged the parties to return to a new mediation, but the day before that second mediation, the
Band, again without warning, filed a lawsuit against the County. Despite this tactic, the County remained committed to the mediation,
which resulted in a new agreement that remains in place today.
Similarly, the idea that the County is somehow requiring the Band to continue the lawsuit is inaccurate: It is the Band that has the
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sole power to decide whether or not to pursue its lawsuit. Thus, this lawyer will leave it to the readers to judge the sincerity of the
statements of concern about how much money the County is spending defending the lawsuit when they are made by the Band, the very
party forcing the County to defend itself.

Closing Thoughts
From the founding of the United States, the citizens have had a healthy skepticism about granting the awesome powers of criminal
arrest to a distant federal government. For this reason, there is no general federal police authority in the United States. Instead, citizens
reserve that power to locally elected officials like the Mille Lacs County Sheriff. This is a direct grant of authority from the citizens,
by election, to their local Sheriff. For this reason, the Minnesota Supreme Court has described the relationship under a Cooperative
Agreement between a Band and the local Sheriff as the Sheriff sharing his or her law enforcement authority with the Band.
The Band, however, wants to claim that it has state law enforcement authority independent of the Sheriff. If that claim is successful,
it would make residents of Mille Lacs County subject to law enforcement authority by a tribal government in which they cannot
participate and over which they have no electoral control.
A recent federal court decision from Wisconsin, in which the Oneida Nation claimed that all land within its original reservation
boundaries constituted Indian country, a case with striking parallels to the claims of the Mille Lacs Band, had this to say:
In truth, the implications of the [Oneida] Nation’s argument are quite breathtaking. To hold in its favor would mean that the Nation
has primary jurisdiction over land largely populated by people who have no say in its governing body. Because the Oneida Reservation
has been diminished, however, and does not include land held in fee, the Nation’s argument fails.
Mille Lacs County believes that the Mille Lacs Reservation was disestablished or, at a minimum, diminished to the current trust lands.
This also has been the longstanding position of the State of Minnesota. The County’s goal is to resolve the reservation boundary issue so
that these jurisdictional disputes will end. The County wants no obstacles to a positive, cooperative working relationship between the
County and the Band for the benefit of all citizens of Mille Lacs County, Band member and non-member alike.
By: Randy V. Thompson, Esq.
NOLAN, THOMPSON, LEIGHTON & TATARYN, PLC
5001 American Blvd. W., Suite 595
Bloomington, MN 55437
Telephone No. 952-405-7171
E-mail: rthompson@nmtlaw.com

2020 County Budget
By Pat Oman, County Administrator
The Mille Lacs County Administrative Services Office is responsible for developing the County budget, recommending a proposed
budget, and tax levy to the County Board for consideration. This formal budget process exists to ensure a public process for approving a
balanced, fiscally responsible, sustainable budget, and the timely certification of the county levy.
Each department head is responsible for preparing their preliminary annual department budgets within the general budget framework.
The budget is revised throughout the course of the following months through multiple departmental meetings, and County Board
review. In early December, the County Board will hold a Truth in Taxation (TNT) public hearing to gather feedback from the Public on
the proposed budget. Adjustments are made based on feedback from the County Board and the Public. The final 2020 budget and levy
will be certified before the end of the year 2019. Below is the Mille Lacs County tentative budget schedule.
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

June 23 - Email cover letter, budget documents to
Department Heads/Managers
July 1 - 19 - First round of budget meetings with
Department Heads/Managers
July 15 - 26 - Budget amounts entered in IFS
July 22 – August 2 - Additional Department/Manager
meetings on budget review
August 6 & August 20 - Proposed budget reviewed
during County Board Work Session
August 26 - 30 - Department/Manager Meetings on
Budget Adjustments

•
•
•
•
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September 3 or September 17 - County Board approves
preliminary budget; set max levy, TNT hearing
October – November - Finalize Department/Management
budgets
December 3 - Truth in Taxation public hearing
December 10 - Special County Board Meeting to
Revise the 2020 Budget
December 17 - County Board Resolution to Certify 2020
Levy and Budget

Presidential Nominating Primary Coming

March 2020
By Phil Thompson, County Auditor-Treasurer
Legislation that was passed in 2016 will re-establish a presidential nomination primary in Minnesota for the fifth time in state history
and the first since 1992. There will be some definite differences between this nominating primary election held in March and the statewide primary usually held in August. We have seen other states holding presidential primaries earlier and have seen TV coverage of
voters lining up on “Super Tuesday” and other election days in that time frame to vote on their preferences for candidates to receive the
party nominations. This does not come without some controversy, especially to Minnesota voters who have been able to make party
choices in the privacy of casting their own ballot. Recently Minnesota citizens participated in party caucuses where delegates for the
presidential nomination have been determined. Some of the major provisions as legislation stands before the end of the 2019 Session
are that this will be a full-blown election with all polling places open for voting and a full absentee
voting period administered by the County Auditor’s offices.
Ballots will be printed for each party’s list of candidates and voters will have to request a specific party’s
ballot. This choice must be recorded in the roster and the auditor’s offices must post party choice with

“Please remember that the counties
and election judges

did not make these rules, we simply
have to administer them as required by Minnesota Statutes.”
voter history and party choice will be on a public information list. Absentee voters will be required to indicate a party or they will not
receive a ballot for this presidential nominating primary. Mail ballot precinct voters will also have to indicate a party choice or their
ballots will not be accepted.
Since the writing of this article there was legislation introduced during the 2019 Session to make some changes to this process.
Proposed changes included removing the party choice of voters from the public information list and printing all major parties on the
same ballot (but you can still only choose candidates of one party) which passed. Another proposal was to mail ballots to all registered
voters to vote by mail instead of deploying election judges and equipment at all of the polling places which failed, meaning there will be
polling places just like any normal election in your area.
Please remember that the counties and the election judges didn’t make these rules, we simply have to administer them as required by
Minnesota Statutes. Much of the concern to Mille Lacs County is that we are a smaller county that doesn’t have a separate Election
Department, and the burden that this will place on the Auditor-Treasurer’s office is substantial. This comes at an already very busy
time with year-end reporting, tax calculation, preparation, and mailing of the New Year’s tax statements. Mille Lacs County will be in
demand for election judges during this time frame. Please reach out to your city or township if you are interested. Stay tuned as more
information will be available as we get closer to the PNP.
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Backyard Composting Tips

Local Recycling Options

By Stephanie Reynolds, Solid Waste Coordinator

Are you wondering where you can bring items for
recycling? Mille Lacs County offers five recycling drop
sites.

Composting is a great way to turn old food scraps
into a nutrient-rich organic matter to use on gardens
and flower beds. Not only will compost benefit your
plants, but composting also helps reduce the amount
of methane produced by landfills. That said, many of
us have experienced a stagnant backyard compost pile
that seems to have stopped decomposing. Here are a
few tips and tricks to get your compost decomposing
faster:

Accepted materials include:
• brown and clear glass
• paperboard, cardboard
• paper, newspaper

• magazines
• plastics #1 - #7
• aluminum cans,
steel cans

Recycling Drop Site Hours and Locations:

1. Moisture: A compost pile is a living system;
Microorganisms and bacteria need water to survive. The
compost pile should have a moisture level similar to a
wrung-out sponge. Placing the compost pile in a shaded
area or placing a tarp over the pile can help retain
moisture.

Milaca: 205 2nd Avenue NE
Monday and Wednesday: 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Friday and Saturday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Princeton: 10039 55th Street (Princeton Town Hall)
Wednesday: 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Friday and Saturday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

2. Turn the compost pile: Turn your compost pile once
every seven (7) to ten (10) days. Turning your compost
will allow oxygen to enter the pile so microorganisms
and bacteria can survive. Furthermore, over time
material will decompose and the compost pile will
shrink in size. Decomposition may slow at this point,
but turning the compost will expose more surface
area for microorganism to feed on and continue the
decomposition process.

Kathio: 44364 Timber Trail Road (Kathio Town Hall)
1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month:
9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Onamia: 35617 125th Avenue
Every Monday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Isle: 465 Isle Street West
2nd and 4th Saturday of each month:
9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

3. Balanced mix of brown and green: A good balance
of carbon (brown) and nitrogen (green) provides the
nutrition that microorganism need to survive. Examples
of “green” materials include food waste, aged chicken
manure, coffee grounds, grass clippings, and fresh
weeds. Examples of “brown” materials include leaves,
straw, hay, sawdust, woody chips, twigs, and shredded
newspaper. Carbon materials are sugar rich and provide
energy for microorganisms and nitrogen provides the
protein. A good rule of thumb is two-parts green to onepart brown.

Seeking Volunteers:
Mille Lacs County Adjustment
& Planning Commission

In order to get a good mix of carbon and nitrogen, layer
the compost pile. Start with a carbon material to allow
for drainage, then add a green material, and then add a
layer of carbon, and so on. This will provide a good mix
of carbon and nitrogen.

The County Board is seeking to expand the pool of
applicants willing to serve on the Board of Adjustment
and Planning Commission. The Board of Adjustment
reviews and approves variances to the requirements
of the Development Ordinance while the Planning
Commission reviews and makes recommendations on
applications for conditional use permits, subdivisions,
zoning district changes, and text/language changes to
the Development Ordinance.

4. Shred Material: Smaller material means more surface
area, which allows more bacteria to feed. This means
that materials will compost at a higher rate.

Each committee meets once per month when
applications have been submitted and each member
receives a per diem and paid mileage. If you are
seeking to fill a desire to serve the community,
consider applying for appointment to the Board of
Adjustment or Planning Commission. Contact Michele
McPherson in the Land Services Office at 320-983-8308
with any questions.

5. Size: A compost pile should be between three (3)
and five (5) feet in height, width, and length. This will
allow you to easily turn the pile, but still have enough
microorganisms to quickly decompose the material.
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2019 Construction
Update
2019 Construction activity is up slightly over 2018 levels.
To date, 128 permits have been applied for versus 103 in
2018. New home starts are also up, with permits for 15 new
dwellings in 2019 versus only 9 over the same time period
in 2018. The map illustrates the location of and the total
estimated value of permits by Township.

Countdown to Census 2020
Time is inching ever closer to April 1, 2020 the date of the
next decennial census. Mille Lacs County is encouraging all
residents to participate in the census and would like to see
100% participation. In 2010, the State of Minnesota had the
second highest participation rate. Wisconsin came in first;
unacceptable!

Development
Ordinance
Spotlight

Why is the census important? First, the population numbers
are used to apportion the number of representatives in the
House of Representatives to each state. Currently, Minnesota
has eight (8) representatives; the last representative was given to
Minnesota in 2010 and there is the possibility that the number
could be reduced to seven after the 2020 census if an accurate
and complete count is not achieved.

Are you tired of working for corporate America? Thinking
about starting your own business? Recent changes to the
Mille Lacs County Development Ordinance make home
occupations and home-based businesses allowed uses easier
to establish. The standards for these types of uses are as
follows:
A. The home-based business or home occupation must be
registered with the Minnesota Secretary of State’s Office and
obtain any appropriate Federal and/or State permits prior
to commencement of the business or occupation. A copy of
the initial registration and Federal or State permits must be
provided to the Land Services Office and upon renewal as
applicable. The home-based business or occupation shall be
operated in compliance with all Federal and State regulations
and permit requirements.

Second, Federal and State funds are often distributed by
population. In fiscal year 2016, the State of Minnesota received
almost 15.5 billion dollars from over 55 different federal
programs. These programs include medical assistance, student
loans, highway construction, school lunch and breakfast
programs, transit, business loans and multiple others.
Other uses for census data can be found on the Census Bureau’s
website: www.census.gov. The site also includes easy to use
analytical tools that allow citizens and businesses to make
decisions using the data collected by the Census Bureau.

B. The home-based business or home occupation must be
conducted by the occupant of the dwelling and shall occur
within the dwelling, an attached accessory structure, or
detached accessory structure.
C. On parcels one-half (1/2) acre or less, the setback for
outdoor storage areas shall meet the structure setback for
the zoning district within which the home-based business or
home occupation is located. Storage areas located adjacent
to a public road shall be screened by vegetation, fencing,
structures or a combination thereof to a minimum height
of six (6) feet unless located beyond the required structure
setback.

Census 2020 is Hiring

D. Operators of a home-based business or home occupation
shall operate so that any noise generated between the hours of
10:00 pm and 6:00 am does not disturb adjacent residents.

The United States Census Bureau is still seeking applicants for a
variety of temporary jobs. Jobs include census takers, recruiting assistants, office and supervisory staff. Many jobs have
flexible hours to work with your current employment or other
activities. In order to apply, you must be at least 18 years of
age, have a valid social security number and be a United States
Citizen. Job assignments will be close to where you live and the
neighborhood you know. Starting hourly rates for Mille Lacs
County is $14.00 per hour and employees that travel will be
reimbursed for mileage at the current IRS rate. To apply online,
visit www.2020Census.gov/jobs.

E. For day care centers and beauty salons, the operator shall
provide proof that the septic system is designed for that use.
Simply complete and submit a no-cost application along
with a site plan and your Secretary of State registration to the
Land Services Office and a Certificate of Allowed Use will be
issued. The application can be found on the Applications and
Forms page of the Land Services Office page on the Mille Lacs
County Website at www.millelacs.mn.gov/1288.
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What Does An Assessor Do?
By Al Heim, County Assessor, and Amisa Pollard, Property & Records Clerk
The Mille Lacs County assessors are required by law to view
each parcel in the county at least once every five years (The
Quintile) in order to help determine the estimated market
value and proper classification i.e. residential, agricultural, and
commercial. The actual assessment date is January 2nd each
year. As of this date every year an estimated market value is
determined based on a current market as well as a property
classification based the property’s current use.

a letter to the county assessor. If the assessor is denied access
to view a property, the assessor is authorized to estimate the
property’s estimated market value by making assumptions
believed appropriate concerning the property’s finish and
condition. In addition, if an inspection is refused by a taxpayer,
they cannot receive a favorable appeal by a board of appeal and
equalization.” (Primary Statutory Reference: 273.20)

In addition to meeting the quintile requirements, the assessor
must also inspect properties where physical changes have
occurred since the last inspection such as new construction,
demolition, or a changes to the land breakdown. Inspections
could also be due to a change of use or classification of
a property as well. Other properties may be viewed more
frequently if there have been changes due to a sale, title transfer
or the filing of various applications. It is the assessor’s job to
consider all the factors affecting the value and classification of
each parcel.
The assessor’s estimated values are based on comparisons to
actual sales within the county. As the market changes, so do the
estimated values. So even though there may not have been any
physical changes to a property, the estimated value is subject to
change on an annual basis due to changes in the local market.

Another part of assessing properties includes the review of
sales properties in the area. Assessors review the area sales
and adjust the prices to reflect market trends. These sales are
then used to help estimate the market value of properties for
the next assessment year. For example, in order to determine
the 2020 estimated market value the assessor will review sales
from October 2018 thru September 2019. Assessors also look at
other information like supply and demand, marketing times and
vacancy rates. This helps to determine if the real estate market
in an area is increasing, stable or decreasing. Sales over time
can vary widely depending on the market and other factors. In
more recent years the sales of agricultural property has indicated
a relatively stable market while the residential market has shown
an increase. Even though the residential market has been
growing, this increase in values varies when making comparisons
between individual townships and cities.

Field Inspection

Classifying Property

The best way for an assessor to equitably value and classify a
property is with a thorough field inspection. Minnesota Statute
273.20 provides the assessor the authority to complete field
inspections necessary to determine an estimated value and
classification for tax purposes. The assessor is authorized by
Minnesota Statute to physically inspect any dwelling or building.
The assessor will not enter any home or building unless the
property owner is there. They will never review a property when
children are home alone or review the property with another
adult such as a friend, relative or neighbor unless previous
arrangements have been made with the owner.
The assessors will be wearing a yellow vest with reflective
tape and bold black lettering which reads “MILLE LACS
COUNTY ASSESSOR,” a Mille Lacs County photo ID badge
for identification and using a county vehicle displaying exempt
plates. They will also be carrying their personal Assessor’s
License issued by the Minnesota State Board of Assessors.

Estimating Value

Assessors classify all parcels according to their use as of
January 2nd of each year. Every classification such as a
residential, seasonal recreational, apartment, farm or commercial
carries its own classification rate percentage for taxation
purposes. This classification percentage is determined by our
Minnesota Legislature. The class rate is a significant part of how
your taxes are calculated and is also subject to change based on
decisions made by our legislatures’.
Even though the assessor does not determine the tax amount
for a property, the value and classification determined by the
assessor is used to establish the tax base. This tax base is then
used by the various taxing authorities to distribute their local
levies, i.e. county, school districts, city and township. For this
reason it is beneficial for everyone that the assessor is allowed
to complete the tasks necessary and to help insure a fair and
equitable assessment is accomplished.

2020 Quintile Assessment Schedule

If the owner is not there when the assessor visits the property,
the assessor will do an exterior inspection, verify dimensions
and update photos. They will also indicate they were there by
leaving a yellow appraisal notice sticker in a conspicuous place.
If the assessor has further questions, they will make note on this
sticker requesting the owner contact the assessor’s office.

County Assessors will be reviewing properties in the
following areas for this year.
•
•
•
•

If the owner is there, it is recommended that the assessor be
allowed to do an interior review. “A property owner may refuse
to allow an assessor to inspect their property. This refusal by
the property owner must be either verbal or expressly stated in

•
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Hayland Township
Milaca Township
Princeton Township
Review of Park Models Countywide
Review of Apartment Properties
Review of Commercial Properties

Improving Energy Efficiency in County Buildings
By Ben Lehman, GreenCorps Member
I’m Ben Lehman, the Minnesota GreenCorps member serving Mille Lacs County this year. Since joining last October,
I’ve been working to reduce Mille Lacs County’s energy use until my term ends in August. I’ve done energy assessment
on all county-owned buildings, focusing on the County Jail and Community and Veterans Services buildings as
prime targets for energy-saving retrofits. I brought in experts from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Retiree
Environmental Technical Assistance Program (RETAP) to assess the buildings’ lighting and HVAC systems. Based
on the preliminary assessment, just replacing the buildings’ fluorescent lights with high-efficiency LEDs will save
over $5700 per year! I’ve also been researching the best way to add electric vehicles to the county’s fleet. These zeroemission vehicles meet or exceed gas vehicles’ performance even though they are 75% cheaper to operate. Adding
these green vehicles to the fleet, along with the necessary charging stations, would save the county money and help
prepare it for the future of transportation. Please contact Ben Lehman with any questions or comments at
Ben.Lehman@millelacs.mn.gov.

Battling The Opioid Epidemic
The opioid epidemic isn’t just something that we see in the news, it’s impacting our community. Mille Lacs
County has seen a surge in drug overdoses and deaths in the last few years. The opioid epidemic affecting the
whole nation is now in our backyard. However, this problem does not plague Mille Lacs County alone. In 2016,
there were 64,000 drug overdose deaths in the United States. Of that, 395 Minnesotans lost their lives from opioid
overdose in that year alone, according to the Minnesota Department of Health.
Mille Lacs County deputies carry the opioid antidote Narcan (naloxone). Narcan has assisted in saving countless
lives. However, many victims have Narcan or naloxone administered to them prior to first responders arriving.
We can assume there are many incidences where people may be self-treating or using the “buddy system” to
administer Narcan, in order to avoid contact with law enforcement or first responders. It becomes hard to
determine the amount of overdoses that continue to happen without receiving a call-in.
For those seeking sobriety, Mille Lacs County offers Vivitrol (naltrexone) in our jail on a volunteer basis. Vivitrol
assists by blocking the “high” that opioids provide. This significantly reduces the risk of an individual relapsing.
Both Narcan and Vivitrol are great tools, but they are temporary solutions to a long-term problem.
It takes courage to seek help to fight addiction. If you are suffering with a substance abuse problem, please reach
out to the 24/7 Free Addiction Helpline at (888) 285-5884. This helpline will assist you with finding the best
resources available to help you achieve sobriety.
Our community needs to step up to combat the illicit drug use that plagues our County. As Sheriff, I have taken
the stance to make this a priority in Mille Lacs County. Aside from our deputies continuing their efforts, I will
be implementing additional deputies to combat these drugs on a full-time basis. Drug activities have been
responsible for approximately 80% of all crime.
Help combat the drug activity in our community. If you see any suspicious activity, please take note and let us
know. If you are able to get vehicle information such as license plate numbers, please pass it forward. Together we
can combat the opioid epidemic and also assist those seeking sobriety. Contact the Mille Lacs County Sheriff ’s
Office at 320-983-8250 with any information, or call 911 if immediate action is needed.
Sincerely,
Sheriff Don Lorge
As of 2019, Don Lorge has been
serving as your County Sheriff. Sheriff
Lorge's goal is "to perform all duties
mandated by the Constitution of the
United States of America and the State
of Minnesota in a professional, ethical,
and cost-efficient manner."
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On Life and Property
By Joe Walsh, County Attorney

A

t the County Attorney’s
Office, our primary
job is holding people
accountable for the crimes
they have committed. One
aspect of this accountability is
incarceration. Other possible
consequences include fines,
treatment, skills training,
and other various rules that
defendants must follow
while on probation, which is
typically a longer period of
time.

In the last newsletter, we talked about the
Sentencing Guidelines, a state-mandated
system of determining punishment.
These guidelines use a defendant’s
criminal history and the severity level
of the crime to provide a “grid” where a
defendant must generally be sentenced.
If there is one overarching theme in the
Sentencing Guidelines, it is that the State
of Minnesota values life more than it
values personal property. Most felony
thefts are only a severity level 2. They are
presumed not to go to prison until they
are a criminal history score of 6. Severity
level 1 and 2 offenses result in 1/2 of a
criminal history point.

Practically, the sentencing guidelines
require twelve felony theft convictions
or the equivalent before a defendant will
generally be sentenced to prison. Even
then, the maximum time in prison that
defendant can be sent for under the
guidelines is just a little over two years.
In contrast, probation periods can be up
to five years or more.
It is only when thefts involve amounts
exceeding $35,000 that serious prison
sentences up to six years are possible,
and then only for the defendants with the
most serious criminal history. However,
if crimes involve some danger to people,
such as burglary of an occupied home,
the punishment can quickly increase.
The law has a rich history of prioritizing
the punishment of person crimes over
and above property crimes. At its
root, these policies develop from an
understanding and an appreciation that
every member of our society deserves
to be treated humanely and a goal of the
criminal justice system is to repair and
restore the community, not just punish
people.
In the famous 1971 case of Katko
v. Briney, the Iowa Supreme Court
considered whether an owner could
protect personal property using a
spring-loaded gun. In that case, the
victims were thieves who intended to
steal antique bottles and fruit jars from
an unoccupied farmhouse. The thieves
survived, but sued for their injuries. The
Iowa Supreme Court ultimately decided
that using spring-loaded guns to defend
property is a violation of the law.
Even when prison sentences are ordered,
they are not what they seem. Minnesota
defines the “term of imprisonment”
as just two-thirds the amount of time
actually ordered in Court. The remaining
one-third is served on Supervised
Release, which is very much like
probation. Offenders may also qualify
for the Challenge Incarceration Program
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known as “boot camp.” This selective
program grants early release from
prison upon its completion no matter
what is ordered by the Court. Offenders
convicted of person crimes are not
eligible for this program.
As County Attorney, one of the most
concerning things I hear is when a
defendant is willing to execute a prison
sentence so that they do not have to
follow the rules of probation. That tells
me that the defendant most likely has no
intention of changing their behavior in
the future. Knowing that we are limited in
how long we can protect the community
from property crimes, this is often the
worst possible outcome.
Knowing all of these factors, each case
that we prosecute is considered in its
entirety to determine how best to protect
the community from future criminal
behavior. While prison is necessary for
some offenders, especially those who
endanger human life, it is not the solution
to every problem.
Joe Walsh has been
serving as your County
Attorney since 2015. Joe
states, "serving as Mille
Lacs County Attorney has
been the greatest privilege
of my career."

Image courtesy of Edee Conner.

Mille Lacs County Unites with Enterprise Fleet
By Noelan Lange, Facilities Operations Manager
Mille Lacs County is pleased to announce their decision to utilize the Enterprise Fleet Management program in order to assist in
managing the County’s fleet. Enterprise and its partners offer Mille Lacs County several benefits including fuel management, vehicle
monitoring, acquisition of vehicles, maintenance, and a reduced age of the vehicle fleet (newer and safer vehicles) resulting in overall
fleet cost savings. For real-time information on a vehicle’s location, Enterprise partners with Geotab Inc., a GPS telematics company.
The Geotab partnership allows Enterprise to determine a vehicles location and movement while assisting in fuel data collection on
each of the vehicles within the new fleet. Enterprise partners with WEX Inc., a telematics and analytics software company, for financial
management on fuel purchases, to provide data collected on fuel purchases, and to calculate fuel efficiency. For centralized maintenance
management over the new fleet, Enterprise partners with Auto Integrate LLC. Auto Integrate provides access to a “centralized portal”
for nearly 70,000 auto repair shops along with a standing offer to accept any ASE-certified shops Mille Lacs County currently uses. As
one can see, Enterprise offers experience and opportunities Mille Lacs County requires to operate a sustainable fleet efficiently and
effectively in this technological age.

Mille Lacs County ORV Area Park
By Dillon Hayes, Environmental Resources Manager
Mille Lacs County is a regional destination for Off-highway Vehicles (OHVs). The Soo Line Trail and other public facilities offer
opportunities for both All-terrain Vehicles (ATVs) and Off-highway motorcycles (OHMs), but public facilities for Off-road Vehicles
(ORVs) are limited. However, Mille Lacs County, in coordination with the Minnesota 4 Wheel Drive Association (MN4WDA) and the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, is working to construct a new ORV area and trails.
ORVs are motorized recreational vehicles capable of cross-country travel on natural terrain. These are often 4x4 vehicles that have been
modified to increase their ability to tackle extreme terrain. ORVs are often licensed for highway travel, but require DNR registration for
operation on DNR-designated or grant-in-aid trails.
The State of Minnesota is the sponsoring agency, with funds being provided through the Minnesota Trails Assistance Program (Grantsin-Aid) and the Federal Recreational Trail Program. Mille Lacs County serves as the fiscal agent, and County staff have been leading
the acquisition process. The MN4WDA is the ORV club sponsoring the project.
This project is of great importance to the State’s ORV community. Public ORV trails are currently limited to two locations, and the
construction of the ORV area and trails in Mille Lacs County will provide a high-quality year-round ORV facility that is in great
demand. The project will also serve to benefit Mille Lacs County residents and businesses, diversifying recreational and tourism
opportunities in the County, stimulating the local economy. Be sure to read future newsletters for more information as development of
the Mille Lacs ORV area and trails continues!
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Why You Should Care About

Rain Runoff

By Harmony Maslowski, SWCD Watershed Coordinator
Everyone enjoys a nice rain. It can be relaxing to listen to, have
a fresh pleasant smell, and the plants love it! A slow rain can
soak into the ground and be beneficial for plants. However,
too much rain too fast does not get the chance to be absorbed
into the ground and can result in runoff.

litter can prevent them from ending up in surface waters.
Using less fertilizer on your lawn means less nutrients in the
lakes and rivers.
Slow Down Runoff with Impervious Surface Alternatives
Impervious surfaces are any solid surface that prevents rain
water from entering the ground. Patio pavers are an excellent
alternative solution for your driveway, sidewalk and patio.

What is “runoff?”
“Runoff ” is water that travels across the land surface. Hard
surfaces that don’t allow that water to absorb into the ground
(impervious surfaces), such as a paved driveway, streets,
sidewalks or boat ramps, can increase the speed of the runoff
and even change the temperature of the water running across.
Now we have potentially warmer water that is picking up
speed and stuff along the way!

Allow it to Absorb
Rain gardens allow water to absorb and reduce the amount
of pollutants that reach lakes and rivers. A rain garden is
a landscaped area planted with wild flowers, shrubs and
other native vegetation that soaks up the rain. They can be
strategically placed to catch water coming off of a roof or
driveway.

What impact does runoff have?

Filter it
A native plant buffer can filter rain water, stabilize your
shoreline and protect the water!

Runoff water can carry off a variety of substances. The salt that
was on the road, the leak that was on the driveway, pet waste,
leaves, grass clippings, lawn fertilizer, nutrients and sediments,
this all can end up in our lakes and rivers!

Native Plants
Minnesota native plants have roots that go really deep. Where
normal turf grass roots are generally shallow, the roots of
native plants create a dense and strong system that will hold
soil in place, which helps the rain water soak into the soil and
prevent erosion. Natives provide habitat and are great food
source for bees, butterflies, birds and other wildlife.

What can we do?
Catch Rain Water
Use a rain barrel to catch water coming off of your roof, which
is an impervious surface. Recycle the water by watering your
lawn or plants in a slower fashion and at a later time. This
allows the water to soak in when the ground is less saturated.

For additional information on how to prevent runoff, contact
the Mille Lacs County Soil & Water Conservation District
(SWCD) at 320-983-2160 or visit www.MilleLacsSWCD.org.

Lawn Maintenance
Picking up yard waste like, pet waste, grass clippings and leaf
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Genny Reynolds

807 N 3rd St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4613
District 1:
City of Princeton

Timothy Wilhelm

10287 55th St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4449
District 2: Princeton,
Greenbush, and Milo
Townships. City of Pease.

Phil Peterson

13827 140th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)983-2462
District 3: Milaca
Township; Cities of
Foreston and Milaca.

Roger Tellinghuisen
8868 110th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)369-4273

District 4: Bogus Brook,
Borgholm, Dailey, Hayland,
Mudgett, Bradbury,Page,
Onamia and Lewis Townships;
City of Bock.

David Oslin

39635 State Hwy 47
PO Box 377
Isle, MN 56342
(320)676-8621
District 5: Kathio, South
Harbor, Isle Harbor and East
Side Townships. Cities of Isle,
Onamia and Wahkon.

City of Princeton

Meet Your County Commissioners.

Learn how your County Commissioner can help you.
Regular County Board Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9 A.M. in the Historic
Courthouse. The public is welcome to attend. If you have any questions regarding County Board Meetings, please
contact County Administrator, Pat Oman, at 320-983-8218.
Your County Commissioners have a vast array of responsibilities, including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish policies and procedures for administration of programs;
Review, adjust and adopt the annual county budget;
Authorize the levy and collection of property taxes throughout the county;
Monitor the overall fiscal health of the county;
Adopt a capital improvement plan covering major county expenditures over a series of years;
Adopt ordinances for enforcement of county-wide actions;
Approve county participation in joint powers agreements with other governmental units;
Represent the county on administrative/advisory boards and commissions.
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Contact The County

Have a question or comment? We are happy to help.
Department
Administrative
Services Office

Duties

Phone Number
320-983-8218

•

Marriage Licenses, Birth, and
Death Certificates.

•

Personnel Management

•

Technology Services

•

Facility Operations

•

Budget & Financial Management

•

Property Valuation & Classification

•

Administers homestead and other
property tax programs.

Attorney's Office

•

Prosecutes Crimes

320-983-8305

AuditorTreasurer's
Office

•

Administers Property Taxes &
Elections

320-983-8310

•

Issues Passports

•

Liquor, Tobacco, Auctioneer licenses

Community
& Veterans
Services

•

Social Services & Public Health

•

Financial Assistance & Child Support

•

Veterans Services

Court
Administration

•

Collects Court Fees & Fines

•

Jury Duty

•

Hearing Dates

•

County Ditches

320-983-8232

•

Solid Waste

•

Environmental Regulations

320-983-8458
SSTS Septic Systems

•

Land Management

•

Parks & Trails

•

Recorded Land Records

•

Land Use Regulation

•

Building Permits

Probation Office

•

Supervision of juvenile &
non-felony adult offenders.

320-983-8202

Public Works

•

Maintains Bridges, County Roads,
& County State Aid Highways

320-983-8201

Sheriff's Office

•

Law Enforcement

320-983-8250

•

Custodial care of inmates.

Assessor's Office

Environmental
Resources

Land Services
Office

Image courtesy of Mike Robokoff.

Register Online for the
Quarterly Newsletter

320-983-8311

Be the first to learn about the latest changes in
your government and community. Register online
to receive a digital copy of the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter, before it is even off the press!
Visit www.millelacs.mn.gov to register.

Land Ownership,
Escrows; Passports

320-983-8304
Property Tax

320-983-8208

Mille Lacs County Photographer Invitation

320-983-8313

Mille Lacs County is currently seeking photographers
to submit images in consideration for the Mille Lacs
County Quarterly Newsletter. All images selected for
use in the Mille Lacs County Quarterly Newsletter will
be properly credited to the submitting photographer.

320-983-8308

•

Court-Related Services

Soil & Water
Conservation
District

•

Water Quality & Soil Health
Resources

320-983-2160

U of M Extension

•

4-H Extension Office

320-983-8317

Mille Lacs County is specifically soliciting photos
taken within the county, by local photographers.
Digital image files must be in high resolution. Please
contact Kara Vatalaro
(kara.vatalaro@millelacs.mn.gov) and Jenna
Carlson ( jenna.carlson@millelacs.mn.gov) in the
Administrative Services Office with any additional
questions.

Image courtesy of John McPherson.

Access the latest Mille Lacs County news & announcements, permits, licenses, job listings, and more!

Stay Connected: Sign up to
receive the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter via
email! Register online at:

"Like" us on Facebook!
Stay up to date on the latest
county news, job opportunities,
and more.

www.millelacs.mn.gov/2617

www.facebook.com/
MilleLacsCounty
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Looking for a fresh career
path? Check out available job
opportunities at:
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/MilleLacs

Visit the new Mille Lacs
County website for local news
and announcements, online
access to permits, licenses,
job opportunities, and more.
www.millelacs.mn.gov

