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Upcoming Events

Country Road by Jake Callahan

County Board Meetings:
Tuesday, April 16, 2019
Tuesday, May 7, 2019
Tuesday, May 21, 2019
Tuesday, June 4, 2019
Tuesday, June 18, 2019

Household Hazardous
Waste, Electronics, &
Appliances Event

Milaca: Thursday, May 30, 2019
Wahkon: Thursday, June 6, 2019
For more information on the
Household Hazardous Waste
Event, see page 2.

County Board of Appeal &
Equalization Hearing
Milaca: Monday, June 17, 2019

For more information on the
Appeal & Equalization Hearing,
see page 7.

New Website for
Mille Lacs County
Mille Lacs County has
recently released a new,
easier to use, mobilefriendly website. Visit
www.millelacs.mn.gov
to explore the website.
More information on
page 3.

Appeal the Value
or Classification
of Your Property
The County Assessor's
Office explains the
process to appeal the
value or classification of
your property on page 6.

Who Maintains
My Road?
Learn about the
different roadways in
Mille Lacs County and
who is responsible for
maintenance on page 9.
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Spring Clean Up
Household Hazardous Waste,
Electronics, and Appliances Event

Image courtesy of Laura Slaughter

The 2019 Household Hazardous Waste event is near! Household Hazardous
Waste accepted at no charge includes agricultural pesticides, household
cleaners, paints, stains, automotive, lawn and garden chemicals, fluorescent
bulbs, rechargeable batteries, alkaline batteries, and related materials. Must
show driver’s license or tax statement indicating residency or land ownership
in Mille Lacs County to participate.
Mille Lacs County will advertise prices for electronics and appliance recycling
as information becomes available. The information will be available on the
County website, http://www.millelacs.mn.gov/solidwaste,
closer to the collection date.
Milaca
Thursday, May 30th
3 P.M. to 7 P.M.
Public Works Garage
565 8th Street NE, Milaca, MN 56353

Image courtesy of Laura Slaughter

Wahkon
Thursday, June 6th
3 P.M. to 7 P.M.
Public Works Maintenance Facility
6813 Highway 27, Wahkon, MN 56386

By Stephanie Reynolds, Solid Waste Coordinator

The Plastic Bag Problem

Local Recycling Options

By Stephanie Reynolds, Solid Waste Coordinator

Mille Lacs County Recycling Drop Sites

It is estimated that the United States uses 102 billion plastic
bags annually. Many of those plastic bags are reused as garbage
bags, while others end up in the trash or floating around
outside. As a result, many people ask, can you recycle plastic
bags?

Are you wondering where you can bring items for
recycling? Mille Lacs County offers five recycling drop
sites.
Accepted materials include:
• brown and clear glass
• paperboard, cardboard
• paper, newspaper

On most plastic bags there is a chasing arrow symbol with
a number in the middle; that number indicates the type of
plastic that was used to make the bag. Many people see the
chasing arrow symbol and think that plastic bags can be
recycled with other plastics; however, plastic bags can only be
recycled at retail stores that accept them for recycling. Plastic
bags deposited in single-sort drop sites and curbside recycling
containers are transported to material recovery facilities where
recyclables are separated. At the facility, the plastic bags, along
with other types of plastic films, get caught in the gears.

• magazines
• plastics #1 - #7
• aluminum cans, steel cans

Recycling Drop Site Hours and Locations:
Milaca: 205 2nd Avenue NE
Monday and Wednesday: 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Friday and Saturday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Princeton: 10039 55th Street (Princeton Town Hall)
Wednesday: 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Friday and Saturday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

Once the plastic bags are caught in the gears the entire
facility has to shut down for several hours to remove
them. This disrupts the operation of the material recovery
facility, contaminates other recyclables, and eliminates any
opportunity to recycle the plastic bags. In order to reduce
contamination at the material recovery facilities, and to ensure
that the plastic bags are being recycled, be sure to take the bags
to participating retail stores for recycling.

Kathio: 44364 Timber Trail Road (Kathio Town Hall)
1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Onamia: 35617 125th Avenue
Every Monday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Isle: 465 Isle Street West
2nd and 4th Saturday of each month: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

Photography Credit for Page 1: (left to right) Image "1" courtesy of Sue Koosman. Images "2" and "3" courtesy of Jake Callahan.
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New Website for
Mille Lacs County
Mille Lacs County has a new website!
In the fall of 2018, Mille Lacs County
partnered with CivicPlus to redesign
the County’s website. The new website
is easier to use, mobile-friendly, and
is ADA and WCAG compliant. Mille
Lacs County is looking to improve
citizen engagement by providing a
website as an excellent resource for
the community.
New features such as a “How Do I…”
section make it easier to find exactly
what you need. Whether you need
to make a payment, submit a form,
or find a document, you can now
accomplish all of these tasks with
ease. We encourage citizens to visit
and explore the new Mille Lacs County
website at www.millelacs.mn.gov

Quarterly Newsletter
Online Registration
Be the first to learn about the latest
changes in your government and
community. Register online to receive
a digital copy of the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter, before it is even
off the press! Visit
www.millelacs.mn.gov to register.

Mille Lacs County
Outreach Postcard
Mille Lacs County is working
hard to ensure that residents stay
informed on what is happening in
local government and community.
However, some residents expecting
to receive the quarterly newsletter via
mail did not receive it. This was due
to an error with the previous mailing
route system. Once the location of
the error was determined, residents
received an informative postcard
explaining their options on how to
receive the newsletter.

Produce Influencing Communities & Kids
In 2018, Mille Lacs County developed the "Produce Influencing Communities and Kids
('PICK') Bucks" Program to encourage and support healthy eating for kids. It is well
known that when kids have a choice in what will be served to them, they are more likely
to eat it!
We encouraged parents to let their kids pick healthy
fruits and vegetables from their Local Farmer’s Markets
by providing them with $2 PICK Buck. Community
and Veterans Services Staff distributed $2 PICK Bucks
at summer lunch programs, local farmer’s markets,
community events and from our Community and
Veterans Services location. From June through
September, over 3,700 PICK Bucks were distributed with
a 49% redemption rate.
Vendors from the Princeton, Milaca and Isle Farmer’s
Markets participated in this program. What a great
way to encourage healthy eating and to support our
local Farmer’s Markets. Look for us at upcoming 2019
community events and your local Farmer’s Markets this
summer! This program is a Mille Lacs County Healthy
Eating Initiative.

Image courtesy of Jayme
Winkelman Photography

Mental Health Crisis Resources
East Central Crisis Services (ECCS) provides 24/7 assistance to Mille Lacs County
residents who are experiencing a mental health crisis. Mental health crises and
emergencies can be behavioral, emotional, relational, or psychiatric situations needing
a timely intervention to reduce the possibility of harm to self, others, or property. ECCS
serves both children and adults.
When a person calls the East Central Crisis Services line, 1-800-523-3333, they may
receive crisis counseling, information or referrals, or a direct link to a mobile provider
who will come to where the caller is and provide a crisis assessment. These services are
offered to the caller in their home or in the community at any time of the day, night, on
weekends and on holidays. Meeting with a crisis provider offers an opportunity to discuss
the crisis, learn coping skills and create a safety plan. These services help a person in
crisis to know their resources and supports, while also receiving the help they need to
reduce the impact of their crisis situation.
East Central Crisis Services is a service funded by the Region 7E Adult Mental Health
Initiative (AMHI) and provided in collaboration with Canvas Health, First Call for Help,
Therapeutic Services Agency, Lighthouse Child & Family Services, and Avivo. To contact
ECCS, call 1-800-523-3333.

Mille Lacs County Welcomes New 4-H Coordinator
Mille Lacs County welcomes Amber Sixberry as the
new 4-H Program Coordinator! Amber graduated
from St. Cloud State with a focus in Business
Management. Most recently, Amber worked for
Central Minnesota Jobs and Training as a Youth
Employment Specialist where she was able to build
relationships and create parternships to benefit
youth. Amber looks forward to devoting her time and
energy to the 4-H youth program here.

The Mille Lacs County Quarterly
Newsletter is accessible online,
available at the County Offices, and
mailed out to residents. If you have
any questions regarding the Mille
Lacs County Quarterly Newsletter,
please contact the Administrative
Services Office at 320-983-8218.

Amber has jumped right in with planning upcoming
4-H events, including the Mille Lacs County Fair in
August. For 4-H questions, reach out to the Mille Lacs
County Extension Office at (320) 983-8317.

3

Mille Lacs County Quarterly - April 2019

Women's Business Alliance Conference Held in Princeton
By Mike Wimmer, Economic Development Manager
Mille Lacs County entrepreneurs are encouraged to attend the Women’s Business Alliance Conference,
which will be held on May 2nd, 2019 at the Princeton Civic Center. The theme for the conference is SOAR:
Seize Opportunity and Rise. Several inspiring women will share their personal stories, providing advice for
attendees for how they accomplished their goals. An excellent networking event will follow the presentations.
The Women’s Business Alliance offers one-on-one counseling, training, networking, workshops, technical
assistance, and mentoring to women entrepreneurs on numerous business development topics, including
business startup, financial management, marketing, and procurement. For more information on the Women’s
Business Alliance or the Women’s Business Alliance Conference, please contact Sandy Voigt, Women’s Business
Alliance Director, via sandyv@entrepreneurfund.org or 218-735-6033.
1

Property Owners Can Take Advantage of PACE Financing
By Mike Wimmer, Economic Development Manager

Commercial, industrial, nonprofit, place of worship and multi-housing property owners in Mille Lacs County can
take advantage of Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing. PACE financing is repaid as an assessment
on your property tax bill over a set period of time. The benefits of PACE financing include eliminating the burden
of upfront costs by providing low-cost, long-term financing. PACE financing is different from a traditional loan in
that there is less reliance on credit, the assessment stays with the property instead of the owners, and the funds
can generally be repaid over longer terms than a bank might allow.
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Examples of potential projects eligible for PACE financing include the installation of solar arrays, HVAC
upgrades, LED lighting, condensing boilers, digital controls, insulation, variable-frequency drive motors,
building automation systems, and other water and energy conservation measures. Throughout Minnesota, there
have been 170 PACE projects, with $57 million in project costs, and $4.3 million in annual savings. If you would
like to learn more about PACE financing please contact Melissa Birch via
melissa@cleanenergyresourceteams.org or 218-866-2338.

April: Child Abuse Prevention Month
Bringing Awareness to the Community
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month and Mille
Lacs County Child Protection is bringing awareness
to the harmful effects when a child has been
prenatally exposed to alcohol, marijuana, heroin,
methamphetamine or other controlled substances.
In 2018, Mille Lacs County Community and Veterans
Services received 43 reports of pregnant women
using alcohol, marijuana, heroin or other controlled
substances while pregnant. Mille Lacs County will
make attempts to meet with the pregnant woman and
offer services through chemical dependency services
or through Family Home Visiting.
The goal is to provide supports, education or chemical
dependency services to the pregnant woman so that
the mother and the unborn child are the healthiest
they can be. In 2018 MLC Child Protection received
28 reports of births where either the mother and/or
the infant tested positive for drugs. Child Protection
is mandated by MN Law to investigate these reports.
Child protection will safety plan with parents to
ensure the infant is safe.
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Infants who are prenatally exposed to drugs may have
life long lasting effects. Many of the long term effects
are not all known yet but below are some effects to
children prenatally exposed:
• NAS: Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome - baby goes
through withdrawal after birth
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Birth Defects
SUIDS - Sudden unexplained infant death
Low Birth Weight
Premature Birth
Increased risk for SIDS - Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome
Increase risk of brain bleeds
Developmental delays
Increased levels of aggression/behavior problems
Intellectual Impairment/cognitive delays

•

Likely increased risk of heart disease

If you are pregnant and struggling with drug use/
addiction please know there is help. Mille Lacs
County Community and Veterans Services has
services and supports to help you recover from
addiction and keep your children safe and healthy.
Please contact us at 320-983-8208.
Together we can keep children safe and healthy!

Photography Credit for Page 4:
Images "1" and "2" courtesy of Megan Van Buskirk;
Image "3" courtesy of Saigley's Photography.
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Why Does it Matter if the Mille Lacs Reservation Still Exists?
Update on the Tribal Related Litigation
Even occasional readers of this newsletter have likely noticed that a federal lawsuit – brought in November 2017 by
the Mille Lacs Band against the County, the Sheriff and the County Attorney - is a frequent topic in these pages. The
Band wants a judgment that the 61,000-acre Mille Lacs Reservation, an area established by the Treaty of 1855 that
includes the three northern townships of Kathio, South Harbor and Isle Harbor, still exists. It also seeks a declaration
that the County, the Sheriff and the County Attorney interfered with the Band’s law enforcement authority. The
County and the State disagree: the reservation was disestablished long ago.
What is less often discussed, though, is the “why” underpinning this dispute: Why does it matter if the reservation
still exists?
To answer that question, we need to first define some terms. An Indian reservation constitutes “Indian country”
under a federal criminal statute. Indian country, in turn, is defined in federal law as “all land within the limits of
any Indian reservation under the jurisdiction of the United States government, notwithstanding the issuance of any
patent, and including rights-of-way running through the reservation. . .”
Thus, if the 1855 boundaries are held to still exist, all the land, whether owned in trust or in fee, and all the roadways
in the three townships, would be considered Indian country. The area and its residents would potentially be subject to
both federal and tribal jurisdiction.
Under this scenario, the Band would almost certainly claim hunting and fishing privileges within the reservation
that would be separate from the 1837 Treaty hunting and fishing rights. It also would likely claim that the reservation
included the part of Lake Mille Lacs that is south and west of a line running roughly from Vineland on the west to
Isle in the southeast. The Band might claim jurisdiction over those waters, including authority over fishing and other
activities, similar, perhaps, to the claims by the Red Lake Band to a portion of Red Lake. That claim could impact the
rights of property owners in the area, including, perhaps, restrictions on docks.
Currently, the Band does not have hunting rights on privately owned lands, but private lands lying within a
reservation may be subject to such rights. The Band could not access private property without permission, but it
could nonetheless impact those properties if they were adjacent to members’ properties or other private lands that
could be hunted with permission under tribal regulation.
Should the reservation boundaries be restored, the federal government would assert regulatory authority within
Indian country, including federal law enforcement authority through the BIA, the FBI or other federal law
enforcement agencies to pursue all manner of crimes throughout the three townships.
The federal government would assert regulatory authority beyond law enforcement. The Environmental Protection
Agency would displace the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, in regulating environmental matters in the three
townships, meaning regulatory oversight would be conducted by the EPA’s Chicago Regional Office rather than the
Pollution Control Agency in St. Paul or – perhaps – delegated to the Band.
The Band would have the ability to require liquor licenses and regulate liquor sales within the 61,000 acres.
The Band could, if it met the requirements of the Violence Against Women Act, prosecute non-members in tribal
court for certain domestic violence crimes involving a tribal member.
As other tribes have done, the Band could assert business regulation, zoning regulation and broader criminal
jurisdiction over non-members and their lands within Indian country.
Simultaneously, the County and the State would see their civil regulatory powers curtailed. Traffic offenses by tribal
members, such as speeding and driving without insurance, anywhere within the reservation would (with a few
exceptions such as DUI violations) not be subject to state law enforcement authority. The County also would lose civil
regulatory authority over building permits from the Band and potentially Band members, on privately owned lands.
The foregoing is not intended to be comprehensive but is instead just some of the reasons why this dispute is
important and why its outcome matters to every County resident, band member and non-member alike. To the
contrary, it omits what is perhaps the biggest potential change of all: the possibility of future legislation or court
decisions that could extend the powers the Band could exercise in Indian country in new and as-yet-unimaginable
ways.
By: Randy V. Thompson, Esq.
NOLAN, THOMPSON, LEIGHTON & TATARYN, PLC
5001 American Blvd. W., Suite 595
Bloomington, MN 55437
Telephone No. 952-405-7171
E-mail: rthompson@nmtlaw.com
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Appeal the Value or Classification
of Your Property
By Al Heim and Amisa Pollard
Every year the assessor conducts a sales study to determine
how their estimated market value’s compare to the values
established by actual sales. On average the assessor’s estimated
market value must fall within 90% to 105% of what comparable
properties have sold for. If any changes have been identified
in the real estate market a new estimated value is determined
each year for properties whose value has been affected. If
the use of the property has changed since the last assessment
a new classification is also determined for the new year
assessment.

made by the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization, the
assessor’s office will make any changes to your parcel record.
Remember, the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization cannot
make any change favoring a taxpayer if the assessor was not
allowed to inspect the property.
If your township board or city council has chosen to
transfer their board powers to the County Board of Appeal &
Equalization, then your Notice of Valuation & Classification will
direct you to begin your appeal via the Open Book meetings.
The townships of Bradbury, Dailey, East Side, Greenbush,
Milaca, and the cities of Bock, Foreston, Isle, Milaca, Onamia,
Pease and Wahkon have transferred their local boards of
review. Open book meetings will be held for these districts on
Friday, April 19th and Friday, April 26th between 8:00 am and
4:00 pm.

Each spring the assessor sends property owners a Notice of
Valuation and Classification Statement. When you receive
your notice it will indicate the new year’s estimated market
value and classification of your property. Look at your notice
carefully. If you have any questions or concerns with the value
or classification of your property and wish to make an appeal,
please contact the assessor’s office.

Third, if the local board chooses to forward your appeal to
the County Board of Appeal & Equalization or you are not
satisfied with the decision made at the Local Board of Appeal
& Equalization you are then able to present your appeal to the
County Board of Appeal & Equalization. If your district does
have a Local Board of Appeal & Equalization, you must appeal
there before you can present an appeal at the County Board.
Here again the assessor will be there to answer questions and
the county board will make the decisions. The County Board of
Appeal and Equalization is your last opportunity to present an
appeal at the local level.

The appeals process can best be addressed by doing the
following:
First, contact the Mille Lacs County Assessor’s office and verify
the accuracy of the information for your property such as
building dimensions, age, and condition of the structures as
well as the land breakdown. Also, have the assessor explain
the criteria used to determine the value and classification of
your property. You can also schedule a time when the assessor
can inspect the interior and exterior of your property if it has
not been done recently. It is important to note that Minnesota
Statute does not allow the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization
to make a change favoring a taxpayer if the assessor was not
allowed to inspect the property.

Finally, if you are not satisfied with the decision of the County
Board of Appeal & Equalization you may also appeal to the
Minnesota Tax Court. To do this, you must complete and file
the Minnesota Tax Court Form 7, Real Property Tax Petition by
April 30th of the year the tax becomes payable. For example,
if you appealed your 2019 assessment at Local Board of Appeal
& Equalization in April, and the County Board of Appeal &
Equalization in June, you would need to file an appeal with the
Minnesota Tax Court no later than April 30th, 2020.

Second, if you and the assessor are not able to agree on the
property valuation or classification, you can make a formal
appeal. You can present your appeal to your Local Board
of Appeal & Equalization. Your scheduled meeting date,
time and location are found at the bottom of your Notice of
Valuation and Classification Statement. We ask that you call
the assessor’s office to schedule an appointment with the local
board of appeal.

More information on Minnesota Tax Court can be found online
at www.taxcourt.state.mn.us or by calling 651-296-2806.
For more information, contact the Mille Lacs County Assessor’s
office at 320-983-8311 or website at, www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/
assessor or go to the MN Department of Revenue website,
www.revenue.state.mn.us.

You can appeal your property’s market value and/or
classification if you think your property is:
• Classified improperly

NOTE: Your assessor is not responsible for the dollar amount
of property taxes you pay. Tax rates are determined by your
local taxing authorities (city, county, school districts, etc.)
which are based on levies. The Boards of Appeal are only
allowed to address the estimated market value and property
classification for the current year (not prior years). They are
not allowed to act on appeals concerning tax dollars or your tax
statement.

• Valued higher or lower than the market allows
• Valued differently from similar properties in your area
You have the ability to make your appeal by appearing in
person, by sending a letter or other written communication
or have someone else appear for you. You are encouraged to
bring documentation that supports your property’s value and
classification such as a recent appraisal of your property, real
estate listings or sales of similar properties that are located in
your area, photographs of your property, etc.

In November you will receive a Truth in Taxation notice. At
that time it is too late to present an appeal at the local level
regarding your property’s value or classification. The Truth in
Taxation notice is not part of the appeals process.

The assessor will be there to answer questions and the board
will make the decisions. If you are satisfied with the decision
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2019 Board of Appeal and Equalization Schedule
Monday, April 15th

10:00 a.m.

Kathio Township

Tuesday, April 16th

9:00 a.m.

Mudget Township

Tuesday, April 16th

10:30 a.m.

Onamia Township

Wednesday, April 17th

10:00 a.m.

South Harbor Township

Wednesday, April 17th

1:00 p.m.

Isle Harbor Township

Thursday, April 18th

10:00 a.m.

Borgholm Township

Thursday, April 18th

1:00 p.m.

Hayland Township

Thursday, April 18th

6:00 p.m.

Princeton Township

Tuesday, April 23rd

10:00 a.m.

Bogus Brook Township

Tuesday, April 23rd

1:00 p.m.

Milo Township

Wednesday, April 24th

10:00 a.m.

Page Township

Thursday, April 25th

10:00 a.m.

Lewis Township

Thursday, April 25th

7:00 p.m.

Princeton Township

County Board of Appeal and
Equalization Public Hearing
The County Board of Appeal and Equalization
Public Hearing will be held on Monday, June
17, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. Please note, the property
owner must first appeal to the local board of
appeal before appealing to the county board.
This meeting will occur on the upper level of
the Mille Lacs County Historic Courthouse in
the County Board Room.
County Board Room
Historic Courthouse
635 2nd Street Southeast
Milaca, MN 56353
Please contact the Mille Lacs County Assessor’s
Office at 320-983-8311 with any questions or to
set up an appointment.

Image courtesy of Megan Van Buskirk

Mille Lacs County Recognizes Reserves
The Mille Lacs County Reserves are the dedicated team of
volunteers who assist the Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office by
donating their time and effort to the county. Volunteers come from
a variety of backgrounds. Some individuals are interested in a
Law Enforcement career while others wish to provide worthwhile
community service that contributes to the safety and security of
Mille Lacs County.
This is a volunteer organization. All reserves go through extensive
training similar to the training that the sworn officers go through,
including defensive tactics, emergency vehicle operations, report
writing, traffic stop and scene security among other things.
Reserve deputies work a minimum of 120 hours each year serving
as scene and event security, routine patrol shifts conducting
property checks, prisoner transports to the jail as well as callouts
for major disasters, large scale accidents and or crime scenes.
The reserve program is a very rewarding opportunity for those
looking to serve their community. Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office
is always looking for men and women who have the desire to serve
and grow with us. Thank you Mille Lacs County Reserves!
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Development Ordinance Revisions
Lessen Land Use Regulations

Census 2020: A Year Until We are
All Counted!

By Michele McPherson, Land Services Director

By Michele McPherson, Land Services Director
Census 2020 will occur on April 1, 2020. As a lead-up to
the Census, there will be a series of articles on the history,
purpose, process and frequently asked questions regarding
the census. This article will provide a brief history of the
United States Census.

For landowners located outside of cities and Princeton and
Greenbush Townships, the revised Development Ordinance
lessens local requirements for land uses in Mille Lacs
County. The Development Ordinance revision is consistent
with the Comprehensive Plan’s goal of reducing regulation
for landowners, protecting property rights all while
protecting the County’s natural resources which attract
tourists all year round.

The United States Census is a decennial (every 10 years)
census mandated by Article 1, Section 2 of the United States
Constitution. That section states: “Representatives and
direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States
. . . according to their respective Numbers . . . .. The actual
Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the
first meeting of the Congress of the Unites States and within
every subsequent Term of ten Years.” In addition, Section
2 of the 14th Amendment states: “Representatives shall be
apportioned among the several States according to their
respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons
in each State, excluding Indians not taxed.”

The primary principal of the revised Development
Ordinance is not to add additional significant local
regulations if the use is already regulated by State
or Federal requirements. Examples of this include
campgrounds which are licensed by the State and
gravel pits which are regulated by a number of State
and Federal requirements relating to noise, dust and
mining safety. Many of the changes encourage local
business development by allowing home occupations/
business, craft retreat/vacation rental homes, and second
dwellings on a parcel as well as eliminating limits on
the amount of signage for business while allowing small
off-premise business signs with the landowner’s written
permission. Gravel mining is now an allowed use in most
locations. While allowed uses have no special permitting
requirements, most if not all, have performance standards
such as setback requirements or quiet hour requirements
to limit adverse impacts to adjacent neighbors.

The first Census was taken in 1790 and was conducted by
the US Marshals of the judicial districts and managed under
Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson. However, in the early
17th century, a census was taken in Virginia and people were
counted in the British colonies that eventually became the
United States. The 1790 contained six questions regarding
gender, race, relationship to the head of household, name
of the head of household, and the number of slaves, if any.
Some Marshals also collected data on occupation and the
number of dwellings in a city or town. There have been 22
census since 1790; the 2020 census will be the 23rd. If you
are interested in historical census records and information,
see this link: www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/
decennial_census_records/census_records_2.html

In conjunction with the overhaul of the Development
Ordinance, a companion Administrative Handbook has
been created to ensure the Land Offices staff interprets
and enforces the new ordinance consistently. The
Administrative Handbook outlines policies and procedures
and identifies various statutes that also regulate land uses.
New application forms and “how do I” handouts were
developed to assist landowners through the permitting
process. The Handbook and forms will be adjusted as
needed to accommodate the needs of landowners.

Census 2020 is Hiring

The revision to the Development Ordinance did not include
rescinding the local enforcement of the State Building
Code. Building permits are required for all structures
that exceed 200 square feet and do not qualify for an
Agricultural Building exemption under the State Building
Code.

The United States Census Bureau is seeking applicants for
a variety of temporary jobs. Jobs include census takers,
recruiting assistants, office and supervisory staff. Many jobs
have flexible hours to work with your current employment
or other activities. In order to apply, you must be at least
18 years of age, have a valid social security number and be
a United States Citizen. Starting hourly rates for Mille Lacs
County is $14.00 per hour and employees that travel will be
reimbursed for mileage at the current IRS rate. To apply
online, visit www.2020Census.gov/jobs.

For more information on the Development Ordinance,
visit www.millelacs.mn.gov/2332. For applications and
forms relating to the Development Ordinance, visit the
“Applications and Forms” page at
www.millelacs.mn.gov/1288.
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Who Maintains My Road?

By Bruce Cochran, County Engineer
Routinely, the Mille Lacs County Public Works Department receives telephone call
about roadways that are not maintained or cleared of snow. Many people assume
the county highway department is responsible for all roads in the county; seems
logical. Unfortunately it is not that simple. There are three tiers of roadways within
the county, these are state/federal, county and local. The three tiers are divided into
28 road authorities, each is responsible for roadway maintenance including snow
removal. So, how are you to know who is responsible to maintain your roadway? To
answer this question requires a little detective work. Listed below are clues to help
you.
State and Federal Routes
The state and federal routes are the first tier roadways within the County. These
are the higher volume/higher speed larger thoroughfares throughout the County.
Examples are: United States Trunk Highway 169 (the only federal route in the
County) Minnesota Trunk Highways 23, 47, 27, 95 and 18. The state and federal
routes are the responsibility of the Minnesota Department of Transportation
(MnDOT). The MnDOT district office is near Brainerd. Telephone (218) 828-5700.
Web address http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d3/index.html
County State Aid Highways and County Roads
Sometimes referred as CSAHs and CRs are the second tier of roadways within
the County. This group of roadways are generally lower speed and lower volume
roadways than the federal and state routes and fall under the jurisdiction of Mille
Lacs County. CSAHs and CRs exist in all the townships within the County and
several of the municipalities. Examples of CSAHs are: CSAH 11 (190th St) and CSAH
18 (145th Ave, going north out of Foreston). CSAHs have one digit and two digit
identifiers, examples, 1,3,19 and 23. County Roads generally have less traffic than
CSAHs and serve more as a local access road. Many of the CRs have a gravel surface.
Examples of CRs are CR 142 (75th Ave. entrance into Izaty’s) and CR 146 (90th St. in
Bogus Brook Township). CRs have three digit identifiers, examples, 101,157 and 155.
Local Roadways
Local roadways are the third tier of roadways. These roads that fall under the
jurisdiction of the townships and municipalities. Local roads generally provide local
access on low volume, low speed roadways. Many of the local roadways that fall
under township jurisdiction have a gravel surface. Whistle Road on the east side of
Mille Lacs Lakes is an example of a township road, as well as 40th St. in Greenbush
Township. Township roads are generally identified as a street or avenue, some
streets in rural subdivisions have names, such as Drum Rd. There 17 townships in
Mille Lacs County, each is their own road authority. Each township is unique with
respect to their equipment and staff to maintain roadways.
Each municipality is their own road authority for local streets within their boundary.
Examples of a city street are 8th St NE in Milaca and Dunn Ave in Onamia. If you live
on a low volume, low speed road inside a municipality, chances are you are on a city
street.
If your road does not get plowed in a timely manner after a snow event or the
roadway lacks general maintenance, use the information provided to do your
detective work. If you are unsure about who the road authority is for your roadway,
please contact the Mille Lacs County Public Works Department (320) 983-8201 or
publicworks@millelacs.mn.gov, we will gladly help you.
If you know you live on township road or city street, but are unsure who to contact,
visit the Mille Lacs County website http://www.millelacs.mn.gov/citytownshipinfo
If you are travel outside the immediate are and are interested in road conditions,
visit http://www.511mn.org/
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Veteran Services Updates
By Taylor Tollefson, Veterans Service Officer
Veteran Service Officers at Mille Lacs County Community
and Veteran Services are available to assist the veteran
and military communities’ access resources, benefits, and
information. Our Veteran Service Officers want to remind
those in the community and stakeholders of interest to
continue building rapport and maintain contact with the
unit. Please call, e-mail, or schedule an appointment with
our advocates, as we are here to assist in providing accurate
information to assist our veteran community navigate
application processes.

Updates with the Veterans Benefit Administration include
the policies of the VA Improved Pension program. This is
affected by net worth definitions which have now increased
to $123,600 as the allowable amount either single or married.
Other changes include more clear definitions of ‘assisted
daily living’ activities (ADL’s), and new qualifying ADL’s added
into the program i.e. assistance ambulating in the home
or residence. The new regulation excludes residential lot
areas and up to two acres as assets. Meaning any property
exceeding two acres will require the VA to further develop the
appraised value of the additional property in the net worth
calculations considered for VA purposes. Another notable
change is a new look back and penalty period (36 month
or 3 year period) for asset transfers and applicants who are
seeking benefits under the new pension program provisions.

Our Veteran Service Officers recommend you not be
discouraged or deterred from any previous information
or consultations you may have experienced with the
U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs. You may have been
unqualified for one program several years ago however,
many of these programs are changing rapidly with reformed
legislation and policy. These public policy changes set forth
by the government may also indirectly carry over into other
programs through intergovernmental operations. In other
words, National policy is continuously changing as we are
seeing wide revisions in the Veterans Benefit Administration
and Veterans Healthcare Administration.

We encourage those who may be influenced by this program
and these new policies, or those were previously denied
this benefit to reach the veterans service office with more
questions, concerns or information. This brief summary does
not encompass all of the new changes. As a reminder general
eligibility for the program includes;
• 90 days of active duty, including one day during a wartime
period.

Recent updates include but are not limited to; the VA Mission
Act of 2018, VA Pension updates (Final Rule 8320-01, RIN
2900-AO73), in addition to the Veteran Appeals Improvement
and Modernization Act of 2017 (Pub L. 115-55). These are all
very significant and affect adjudication procedures which
influence public policy as well as the criteria for eligibility
or, entitlement for each veteran, their kinship, or their
caregivers.

• If the active duty occurred after September 7, 1980, you must
have served at least 24 months or the full period that you were
called up (with some exceptions).
Other requisites include;
•Age 65 or older with limited or no income, OR totally and
permanently disabled, OR a patient in a nursing home
receiving skilled nursing care, OR receiving Social Security
Disability Insurance, OR receiving Supplemental Security
Income.

Notable changes with the Veterans Healthcare Administration
include the extension of Primary Family Caregivers to
pre- 9/11 Veterans, expanding to all Veteran eras. Meaning,
if criteria is established for a family member to be an
authorized caregiver including the spouse, parent, child etc.
of a veteran (who requires these certain types of assistance
in the home or residence) may be compensated in monetary
value for their services. Furthermore, they may qualify for
specific healthcare benefits under the Civilian Health and
Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs
(CHAMPVA). The Veterans Healthcare Administration is
currently still implementing these changes accordingly
although effectively part of the law however, if these changes
may apply to you, please contact your Veterans Service
Officers for more information.

Pension benefits are needs-based, and household or family
income must meet the annual thresholds established under
the law. The net worth calculations have changed in the new
criteria look back periods, new definitions and more.
For this information and more you may visit
https://www.benefits.va.gov/pension or contact Mille Lacs
County Veteran Service Officers.
Lastly, the Veteran Appeals Improvement and Modernization
Act of 2017 (Pub L. 115-55) has recently been implemented
effective February 19th, 2019. The new changes will have
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implications regarding the appellate processes to claimants who are denied
or receive unfavorable decisions from the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs. The new structure of the appellate processes allow for two lanes in
addition to the Board of Veterans Appeals still being an option, with three
distinct lanes within this track.

10

The first two lanes for appealing a decision with the VA would include
either a ‘supplemental-claim lane’ or a ‘higher-level review lane’. In the
supplemental claim lane, replaces former ‘reconsiderations’ or ‘reopening’
of claims with the new and material, or relevant evidence presented and
identified in which the VA still renders the duty to assist in development.
The higher-level review lane reviews the same evidence submitted
previously without the duty to assist in development, where a Decision
Review Officer or Senior VSR adjudicates your claim. In this track, the
authority of a full difference of opinion is authorized and they possess the
capacity to revise errors for correction.
9

The final lane is to appeal to the Board of Veterans Appeals, while the
new policy authorizes three tracks within this elected appellate process.
Allowing the appellant to select between an evidence only docket,
direct docket, or hearing docket. Evidence only docket allows for a new
submission of evidence within a 90 day period and assuming the proper
submission of a notice of disagreement, however no duty to assist is
rendered by the VA. The direct docket will issues a direct review by the
Board, considering the evidence of record before the VA in the decision
that is being appealed.
The hearing docket, allows the appellant to participate in a Board hearing
and permits the submission of evidence within a 90 day period after
the scheduled hearing. The duty to assist is not rendered by the VA.
Additionally, the Veterans Benefit Administration will no longer provide
forms to claimants in the notice or decision letters. The forms to opt-in to
one of these appellate lanes can be originated on VA.gov (forms page) or
by scheduling an appointment with your County Veteran Service Officer, or
power of attorney organization.
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Hungry Bear by Edee Conner

Young Raccoons at Play by Edee Conner
Woodpecker Awaiting Spring by Saigley's Photography

What is CodeRED Emergency Communication Network?
Emergency Manager Julie Peterson answers common questions about the CodeRED system.
What is the CodeRED® Emergency Communication Network?

If you cannot register online, you can contact Mille Lacs County
Central Dispatch at (320-983-8288).

CodeRED® is a high-speed mass notification system used
to alert the citizens of Mille Lacs County in the event of
an impending or actual emergency in Mille Lacs County.
CodeRED® is one of three systems used in Mille Lacs County to
alert citizens, the other two being the outdoor warning sirens
and the Emergency Alert System.

Can I arrange to have CodeRED® call my place of business?
Yes, please go to the CodeRED® Community Notification
Enrollment page. Click on the business button and complete
the form. Please note that emergency calls can only be
delivered to a direct dial number. Automated attendants will
disrupt the process and calls will not be delivered.

Can I receive a notification via text, email, VoIP or cellular
telephone?

Is there an app for CodeRED®?

Yes, the CodeRED® Emergency Communications Network can
email you, text you, call your VoIP phone, your landline and
your cell phone. Go to the CodeRED® Community Notification
Enrollment page and add the information under your personal
profile.

Yes. The CodeRED® Mobile Alert app can be downloaded for
free on Google Play and iTunes. It provides advanced, real-time,
hyperlocal alerts to subscribers within the reach of a given
location generated by public safety officials across the United
States and Canada.

Just remember though, if you change telephone numbers,
email address or telephone service providers you will need to
update your information.

Is this service available to only Mille Lacs County residents?
Yes, you must live in, or operate a business in Mille Lacs County
in order to receive emergency notifications through CodeRed®.

Does CodeRED® support TTY for the Hearing Impaired?
Yes, please go to the CodeRED® Community Notification
Enrollment page. When completing the online form you must
click on the TTY option.

Will I be contacted for all emergencies in the County?
The CodeRED® system is capable of contacting all county
residents or specific geographical areas. You may not be called
if an emergency is occurring in a specific area of the county
and is contained in that area.

Does this mean the County will be calling me constantly?
No, Mille Lacs County respects your privacy. CodeRED®
will only be used for time-sensitive general and emergency
notifications. Only authorized officials have access to the
CodeRED® system.

What is the purpose of the map on the right-hand side of the
Self-Registration Portal screen?
After you enter your address, a push pin will reflect your exact
location on the map. Questions should be directed to Mille Lacs
County Central Dispatch. For more information, please dial
(320) 983-8288.

Does Mille Lacs County CodeRED® Emergency
Communications Network already have my telephone
number or do I need to sign up to receive Mille Lacs County
notifications?

Register Online Now:

The CodeRED® database contains information received from
public databases, including regional phonebooks; however, no
resident should assume that their information is in the system.

https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/BFBEA151120D
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Emergency Preparedness News
By Julie Peterson, Emergency Manager
Are you ready for severe weather? Minnesota’s
Severe Weather Awareness Week is April 8 – 12, 2019.
This annual public education event is designed to
remind individuals, families, businesses, schools,
and institutions that it is essential to plan ahead for
Minnesota’s severe spring and summer weather.
Develop a family emergency plan so everyone knows
what to do in case of an emergency:
• Know where to go in case of severe weather
• Be sure everyone has up to date contact
information
Develop a family emergency kit (customize the kit
to your family). A partial list of items to consider
includes:
• Flashlight/Lantern with • Shoes for each family
extra batteries
member
• First Aid supplies
• Rain ponchos/rain gear
for each family member
• Water
• Whistle to signal for
• Food/Snacks (nonhelp
perishable)
• Sleeping bags/Blankets
• Battery/Crank operated
radio
• Medications you may
need
• Helmets for each family
member (if available)
During Severe Weather Awareness week, each day of
the week focuses on a different weather safety topic.

Monday: Alerts and Warnings
Subscribe to personal weather alerts on your phone,
such as the CodeRED notification system. Monitor
local media/internet for weather information
regularly. Know the difference between an Advisory,
a Watch and a Warning:
Advisory: Advisories are for less serious conditions
than warnings. An advisory is issued when weather
may cause significant inconvenience and may lead to
situations that threaten life or property if caution is
not exercised.
Watch: A watch means weather conditions are
favorable for dangerous weather to occur. In other
words, a "watch" means watch out for what the
weather could do, and be ready to act accordingly.
Warning: A warning means the severe weather
event is imminent or occurring somewhere in the
defined warning area. People need to take shelter
immediately and listen for updates on the severe
weather.

Tuesday: Severe Weather, Lightning and Hail
When a severe thunderstorm threatens, stay inside a
strong structure. Mobile home occupants should go
to a more permanent structure due to risk of severe
wind/hail. Every thunderstorm produces lightning.
No place outside is safe when thunderstorms are
in the area. If you hear thunder, lightning is close

enough to strike you. If you are outdoors, move to a
substantial building with electricity or plumbing or
an enclosed, metal-topped vehicle with the windows
up. Remain in the shelter at least 30 minutes after
you hear the last sound of thunder.

Minnesota
Severe
Weather
Awareness
Week
April 8-12th

Wednesday: Floods
Never walk or drive through flooded areas or
standing water. Turn around, don’t drown! Even
shallow, swiftly moving water can knock a person
off their feet or wash a vehicle off a roadway. The
ground may also have been washed away underneath
the water. Always be prepared to evacuate and move
to higher ground immediately.
Check your homeowner’s insurance policy to see
if sump pump failures, sewer backups, seepage,
etc. are covered. Consider purchasing Flood
Insurance whether or not you live in a designated
flood zone. Flood damage is typically not covered
by homeowner’s policies. Renters can also sign up
to protect their personal belongings. Check out
more information online about the National Flood
Insurance Program at: www.floodsmart.gov

Thursday: Tornadoes

(Statewide Tornado Drill – Thursday, April 11, 2019 at
1:45 pm and 6:45 pm)
Avoid windows. Go to the lowest floor (basement
if possible), small center room (like a bathroom or
closet), under a stairwell, or in an interior hallway
with no windows. Crouch as low as possible to
the floor, facing down; and cover your head with
your hands. A bathtub may offer a shell of partial
protection. Even in an interior room, you should
cover yourself with some sort of thick padding
(mattress, blankets, etc.), to protect against falling
debris in case the roof and ceiling fail. If you have a
helmet available, wear it. Helmets can help protect
your head from flying/falling debris.
Power loss during a tornado storm is common, so
avoid elevators. If you are in a mobile home, get
to a sturdy building or shelter immediately. Most
tornadoes can destroy even tied-down mobile
homes. If you are driving, avoid taking shelter under
bridges. Wind speeds are accelerated underneath
a bridge. Always keep a flashlight available. Wear
shoes if possible to avoid injury from debris
following the tornado.

Friday: Extreme Heat
Never leave people or pets in a closed/parked
vehicle. Stay indoors in an air-conditioned building if
possible. If you are outdoors, take frequent breaks to
rest in the shade. Protect yourself from the sun – hat,
sunscreen, etc. Stay hydrated – plenty of water/sports
drinks. Avoid caffeinated and alcoholic beverages.
Remember to check on loved ones and neighbors.
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Palmer Amaranth: Why the Concern?
By Shane Blair, Minnesota Department of Agriculture

Palmer amaranth is native plant to the southwestern United States and is in the pigweed
family. Because most pigweeds look similar, Palmer amaranth identification is
challenging. Of the pigweeds found in Minnesota, Palmer amaranth grows the fastest
averaging 2 – 3 inches per day and reaching 6 – 8 feet in height.
Palmer amaranth is also a prolific seed producer generating up to 500,000 seeds/plant
and can also develop resistance to herbicides with different modes of action in a very
short time period. Palmer amaranth would be detrimental to Minnesota’s row crops
if established and allowed to spread. Studies from southern states experiencing widespread Palmer amaranth populations estimated a reduction to corn and soybean yields
by 91% and 79% respectively. Palmer amaranth can germinate throughout the growing
season, after a typical herbicide treatment regimen, making it difficult to manage in row-crop
situations.
In the fall of 2016, Palmer amaranth was first documented in Minnesota. The Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA)
was able to determine that contaminated seed used to plant pollinator habitat was responsible for establishing populations in
Yellow Medicine and Lyon counties were from Iowa vendors. In 2017, Todd and Douglas counties were also documented to
have been infested with Palmer amaranth through contaminated seed used for conservation plantings.
Immediately after discovering the initial infestations in Yellow Medicine and Lyon Counties in 2016, MDA began implementing
management activities with the help of farmers and the Conservation Corps of Minnesota and Iowa. Their efforts were very
successful. As of 2018, no Palmer amaranth has been found in any known contaminated conservation plantings. In addition
to field management, MDA has significantly increased its testing program for seed throughout the state. A few conservation
mixes have tested positive for Palmer amaranth seed, but no plants have been found in the field where these mixes were
planted. In 2018, two separate grower’s rogueing their fields in Jackson and Redwood counties, discovered Palmer amaranth
plants and reported the locations to the MDA and University of Minnesota Extension. All plants were pulled before they were
able to produce seed and multiple pathways are being investigated to determine a possible source of infestation. The MDA has
intensively surveyed surrounding areas at both locations, but did not find additional plants. These are the first documented
cases of Palmer amaranth being found in row-crops within Minnesota.
If you feel that you have found a suspect Palmer amaranth plant, please notify your local crop consultant, county weed
inspector at the Mille Lacs Soil & Conservation District office or MDA’s Arrest the Pest at 888-545-6684 to report potential finds.
Please make sure that you record the exact location of where the plants are growing and do not destroy the plant material.
The MDA will not share the landowner’s name or location, but will need to visit the site to positively confirm the presence or
absence of Palmer amaranth.
How can you help prevent the establishment of Palmer amaranth? Familiarize yourself with Palmer amaranth and keep an eye
out for any suspicious weed that may resemble Palmer amaranth. Keep an eye out in crop fields, newly planted conservation
plantings, roadsides, and around cattle operations. If you would like to research more about Palmer amaranth and its
characteristics, the MDA and the University of Minnesota Extension have identification guides and other information on their
webpages and you can also consult your local crop consultant. Find links to information on the Mille Lacs SWCD web page
www.millelacsSWCD.org and to find MNDOT approved vendors visit:
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/environment/erosion/certifiedvendors.html

14

Mille Lacs County Quarterly - April 2019

1

3

2

4

County Ditch Systems
By Dillon Hayes, Environmental Resources Manager
Minnesota is often recognized for its water resources, it is the land of 10,000 lakes, home of the Mississippi River headwaters, and
host to the greatest of the great lakes. However, the abundance of water resources has also provided challenges for Minnesota’s
residents. So, in 1858, the same year Minnesota became a state, the first Minnesota drainage act was passed.
After establishing a foundation in 1858, Minnesota’s drainage law continued to evolve. The drainage act originally authorized
drainage corporations of multiple landowners, but over time that power transitioned to a justice of the peace and jury (1866),
township supervisors (1877), county commissioners (1879), a state drainage commission (1897), and district courts (1902).
However, current drainage law (Minnesota Statute 103E), only allows for county boards, joint county boards, and watershed
district boards to serve as drainage authorities.
While some watershed district boards serve as drainage authorities, in most cases the county board or a joint county board
serves as the drainage authority. As a result, these drainage systems are often referred to as “county ditches”; however, these are
not ditches along county roads. The ditches along county roads were constructed to prevent the accumulation of water on or
adjacent to the road; county ditches were constructed to make land more productive for agriculture, enable the construction of
roadways, and reduce public health risks associated with standing water.
The differences between county ditches and ditches along county roads don’t end there. There are a number of differences that
make county ditches unique.
• County ditches are established by landowner petitions submitted to the drainage authority.
• Landowners can petition the drainage authority to improve, expand, impound, redetermine, repair, and/or abandon drainage
systems.
• Benefited property owners own and pay for the system.
• Ditch viewers are appointed to determine who pays for the system, and how much.
Mille Lacs County currently has nine (9) county ditches and one (1) joint county ditch (shared with Isanti County). The ditches are
named according to when they were petitioned; for example, the first petitioned ditch is called “County Ditch 1”. Some petitioned
ditches were given a name but never formally established or constructed. The county ditches that exist today, and the year that
they were petitioned, are:
• County Ditch 1,
soon to be Joint Ditch 1A (1903)
• County Ditch 2 (1905)
• County Ditch 3 (1906)
• County Ditch 4 (1906)
• County Ditch 5 (1906)

• County Ditch 6 (1906)

Photography Credit on Page 15:

• County Ditch 7 (1907)

Image "1" is courtesy of Shelby Fussy.
Image "2" is courtesy of Saigley's Photography.
Image "3" is courtesty of Laura Slaughter.
Image "4" is courtesy of Edee Conner.
Image "5" is courtesy of Jayme Winkelman Photography.

• County Ditch 11 (1914)
• County Ditch 14 (1927)
• Joint Ditch 3 (1927)

To manage their county ditch systems most county boards appoint a “Ditch Inspector”. The duties vary, but this individual is
often responsible for managing petition processes, completing inspections, and providing for repairs. If you have questions or
concerns about county ditch systems contact Mille Lacs County Ditch Inspector Dillon Hayes at (320) 983-8232.
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Bridges of Mille Lacs County
By Bruce Cochran, County Engineer

Image courtesy of Laura Slaughter

I’m sure most of you have heard of the book and film Bridges
of Madison County, a romance novella. This is no romance
novella, but report on the condition of bridges inspected by the
Mille Lacs County Public Works Department.

specific sites. Each year about 1/3 of the bridges are inspected.
Annually, a copy of the inspection reports are shared with the
bridge owner (County Auditor, township supervisors and city
mayor), to effectively communicate the condition of bridges,
identify required maintenance and establish priorities for
repairs and replacement.

With few exceptions, bridges inspected by the Mille Lacs
County Public Works Department are structurally safe and are
performing well with little concern. Not to say there aren’t a
few bridges that are carefully watched. Bridges on the county
system that are of candidates for replacement have been
identified to the County Board and placed on a priority list for
replacement.

To qualify as a bridge inspector, credentials are needed from
MnDOT as required by the FHWA. There are several ways to
earn credentials, the most common method is to take a two
week training course (classroom) and the have documented
field experience. This process takes about five years. In
addition, each bridge inspector is required to participate in
continuing education provided by MnDOT. Qualified bridge
inspectors are employed by consultants as well as public
entities (counties, cities and the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources).

First off, let’s identify a bridge. As with all governmental
entities, each has their own definition. The Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) identifies a bridge as a structure more
than 20 feet long including supports, spanning and providing
passage over a depression, waterway, railroad, highway or
other obstacle. The Minnesota Department of Transportation
(MnDOT) has taken a more conservative approach and
reduced the 20 foot span requirement to 10 feet. Two or more
closely spaced culverts with a combined span of 10 feet could
qualify as a bridge, as well as a water course (stream) crossing
that requires a 10 foot span based on a hydraulic study. The
definition of bridge is only limited by its length, the definition
does not limit the material or type of construction to qualify.
In Minnesota, a bridge could be a 10 diameter (or span)
concrete or steel culvert, truss pedestrian bridge, railroad
trestle, or a typical steel beam bridge you see on the interstate
system. In the case of the local bridges, many are short spans
and are considered by some to be culverts.

When bridges are inspected, every element of the bridge
is visually evaluated, these include, but are not limited
to; the deck, curb, railing, abutments, piers, pier caps,
columns, exposed piles, erosion protection, the waterway
and the approach roadway. Each element is scored against
perfection to determine an overall rating or score for the
bridge. Historically, this score has been called the sufficiency
rating. A sufficiency rating has a hypothetical perfect score
of 100. A new bridge rarely has a sufficiency rating of 100,
though most all are in the high 90s. Inspections tell us where
a bridge is showing signs of fatigues, corrosion and weakness.
Deficiencies are noted on each inspection report as a reference
for future comparison.
You may hear the term structurally deficient or functionally
obsolete when referring to a bridge. These terms are being
phased out for their lack of understanding and cause of
anxiety. A structurally deficient bridge is not necessarily is
danger of collapse. There are many structurally deficient
bridges in use today, some on the interstate system. The term
structurally deficient simply means there is a deficiency in the
structure compared to today’s standards. A bridge could be
perfect in every aspect and still be structurally deficient. The
term functionally obsolete historically caused un-necessary
alarm. A functionally obsolete bridge could be simply too
narrow for the traffic it is carrying or not be high enough for
full height loads to pass underneath. Do not be alarmed by the
terms structurally deficient or functionally obsolete.

By law every bridge is required to be inspected on a schedule
that satisfies the FHWA. Bridges that are in good documented
condition and are a low risk of failure, are inspected less often
than their counterparts. The longest allowable time period
between inspections is 48 months. Generally the shorted
period between inspections is 12 months. Bridges with known
deficiencies can be given cursory inspections as often as
needed.
The Mille Lacs County Public Works Department inspects
bridges for Mille Lacs County bridges and all the townships
and small cities in the County. MnDOT inspects bridges on
the federal and state highway system. The County provides
the inspection services at no cost to the townships and cities.
In all, the County is responsible to inspect 112 bridges (62
county, 49 township and 1 city). The number of bridges has a
tendency to grow as hydraulic analyses are done to evaluate

Currently there are six bridges (less than 6%) on the local
system which are load posted. Posting signs limit the allowable
truck weights on the bridge. The weight limits are generally
above the weight of a passenger car or a loaded pick-up truck.
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Each bridge that is posted and the associated signage is unique to the bridge.
Commercial truck drivers are required to know the weight of their truck and
be able to interpret load posting signs.
While load posted bridges are not an immediate concern, the first bridge
on the Mille Lacs County Bridge Priority List is the series of culverts at the
intersection of 100th St and 160th Ave. At this location Estes Brook crosses
under the roadways. Design work to replace these structure will begin in
the spring of 2019. The anticipation is funding and regulatory permits will
be available in 2020 for construction. Costs for replacement is typically
shared between the state and county government, each providing an
equitable share.
Of the 112 bridges inspected by the Mille Lacs County Public Works
Department, two (less than 2%) have a sufficiency rating of 70 or less and
six of the 112 (less than 6%) are load rated. The average sufficiency rating
for Mille Lacs County bridges is 94 compared to a state average of 92. The
average age of the Mille Lacs County bridges is 29 years compared to a state
wide average of 34 years. In general Mille Lacs County bridges are safe
and provide the service they were intended to serve. The goal of the Public
Works Department is to continue to improve the overall bridge sufficiency
rating throughout the county.
There is not much romance describing the bridges of Mille Lacs County.
Just a number of facts to assure you your bridges are safe to cross.

Malone Island Bridge by Bruce Cochran

County Email Addresses Change

By Mike Virnig, Technology Services Manager
The Mille Lacs County’s Technology Services Department
has recently upgraded the email server system to
Microsoft’s Exchange version 2016. The upgrade will meet
necessary security upgrade requirements and attributes
along with mobile device management features and
sophisticated malware prevention capabilities. Another
noticeable change in this upgrade involves the email
addresses that you have been using over the years to
correspond with County staff.
County email addresses have used an address similar to
john.smith@co.mille-lacs.mn.us we are now excited to
announce that it is being replaced with
john.smith@millelacs.mn.gov. The original email address
will still be available through the end of the year to allow
everyone to update their email directory accordingly.

Mille Lacs County is Looking for Full-Time Correctional Officers
Complete Salary Range is $17.16-$22.91/hr

The Correctional Officer controls access in and out of
the jail facility and performs a variety of general and
specialized work within the jail facility. This position is
responsible for maintaining the safety and security of all
personnel and inmates while they are within the facility, or
in transit to court or a medical facility, as well as ensuring
the safety and security of the facility. This position is
covered under the Teamsters - Jail bargaining unit.
Requires a high school diploma and two years of
experience working in a role that requires interaction with
others and proficiency in computer skills, or an equivalent
combination of education and experience. A valid
driver’s license is required. Must successfully complete a
comprehensive background check.
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https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/millelacs
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Guidelines

By Joe Walsh, County Attorney
As a prosecutor, our role is to stand up to criminals and seek
justice for victims with an ultimate goal of reducing crime and
improving public safety. To do so, we work within the criminal
justice system that requires due process, a presumption of
innocence, and the right to a trial in criminal cases.

which requires the Court to assign it a rank from 1–11 before
sentencing. For each crime, the criminal history score and the
severity level assign a presumptive sentence according to the
Sentencing Guidelines grid. This grid tells you the amount of
prison time that should be ordered and whether the defendant
should get an opportunity on probation before that prison
sentence is executed. The guidelines and grid are publicly
available at mn.gov/sentencing-guidelines/

However, there is one thing that effects the resolution of
criminal cases more than anything else: the Minnesota
Sentencing Guidelines. Created in 1980, the Sentencing
Guidelines limit the discretion of prosecutors and judges by
creating presumptive sentences for particular crimes that
can only be changed in certain exceptional circumstances.
While attorneys understand the importance of the Sentencing
Guidelines, their importance is not widely understood by the
public.

Prosecutors may request an “upward” or “aggravated” departure
in certain, limited circumstances including particular
vulnerability of a victim, particular cruelty of an offender,
major economic offenses, major controlled substance offenses,
offenses with a high degree of sophistication of planning and
criminals who meet “career offender” criteria. If this request is
approved by the court, judges once again have discretion up to
the maximum punishment for each crime.

Before 1980, judges had full discretion to sentence a defendant
up to the maximum punishment that could be imposed under
the law. For all misdemeanors, that means 90 days and a $1,000
fine. For all gross misdemeanors, 365 days and a $3,000 fine.
For a felony, it could be anywhere from 2–40 years or more
depending on the severity of the crime with fines potentially
totaling up to tens of thousands of dollars. These maximum
punishments were meant to cover the worst possible cases to
each crime, and it was up to each individual judge find the right
punishment through this wide range. This discretion resulted
in tremendous differences in sentences issued from judge to
judge, with defendants receiving different sentences for similar
crimes throughout the state. We refer to these differences
as “sentencing disparity,” and they were seen as unfair by
many. Under these old rules, the parole board also had broad
discretion to grant prisoners early release without any review by
the courts.

If a judge wishes to give any sentence that does not match the
appropriate box in the guidelines grid, they must make written
findings of fact as to the reasons for the departure from the
Sentencing Guidelines. A departure may be durational (how
many months of prison?) or dispositional (does an offender get
an opportunity on probation?). Durational departures must be
based on facts related to the offense: was this offense more or
less severe than the typical crime? Dispositional departures
must be based on facts related to the offender: is this offender
more or less amenable to supervision by a probation officer?
The next time you see someone talk about the “maximum
punishment” for a particular offense, know that this is basically
irrelevant. Rather, the information you want to know is: what’s
the criminal history score? What’s the severity level? This will
give you enough information to determine the presumptive
sentence that all attorneys and judges are required to follow.

In 1980, the Legislature set out to solve the problem of
sentencing disparities and created the Minnesota Sentencing
Guidelines Commission. The purpose of this Commission was
to make uniform sentencing rules to achieve the following goals:

Upward Durational Departure:
An increase in the months in prison served because the offense
is more severe than a typical offense of that type

1. Reduce sentencing disparities

Downward Durational Departure:
A decrease in the months in prison served because the offense is
less severe than a typical offense of that type

2. Promote more rational and informed sentencing policy by
collecting data and monitoring sentences statewide

Upward Dispositional Departure:
Sentencing an offender to serve time in prison instead of
having an opportunity on probation because that offender is
particularly not amenable to being supervised on probation.

3. Coordinate sentencing policy with available correctional
resources including space in prisons and jails
4. Ensure neutrality as to race, gender, social and economic
status of offenders

Downward Dispositional Departure:
Sentencing an offender to probation instead of serving time in
prison because that offender is particularly amenable to being
supervised on probation.

The Sentencing Guidelines that the Commission drafts are
binding on courts, judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys, and
defendants. This new system eliminated parole boards and
allows defendants and, in some circumstances, prosecutors to
appeal sentences issued by judges, increasing accountability for
the justice system and decreasing judicial discretion.

Joe Walsh has been serving as your County
Attorney since 2015. The County Attorney
is the chief prosecutor for the County;
seven full-time Assistant County Attorneys
aid in carrying out the duties of the office.
Joe states, "serving as Mille Lacs County
Attorney has been the greatest privilege of
my career."

Each year on August 1, the Commission releases its annual
version of the Sentencing Guidelines that covers felony crimes
that occur from that date to the following July 31. Because
criminal history is a predictor of the risk of future criminal
behavior, the Guidelines set forth how to calculate a criminal
history score (from 1–7+) that increases the punishment for
each crime. Most crimes are given a severity level from 1—for
lesser offenses such as Altering a Livestock Certificate—all the
way up to 11 for intentional murder. Some crimes are unranked,
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Meet Your County Commissioners.

County
Commissioner
Districts

Learn how your County Commissioner can help you.
Regular County Board Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of
the month at 9 A.M. in the Historic Courthouse. The public is welcome
to attend. If you have any questions regarding County Board Meetings,
please contact County Administrator, Pat Oman, at 320-983-8218.
Your County Commissioners have a vast array of responsibilities,
including the following:

Mille Lacs County, Minnesota

Page
Hayland

Borgholm
Milaca

•
•
•

City of
Bock

23
"
)

City of
Milaca
City of
Foreston

Board of Commissioners

Bogus
Brook

City of
Pease

District 1 Genny Reynolds

•
•

District 2 Timothy Wilhelm

Milo

District 3 Phil Peterson
District 4 Roger Tellinghuisen

•
•

District 5 David Oslin

•

Greenbush
Princeton

Establish policies and procedures for administration of programs;
Review, adjust and adopt the annual county budget;
Authorize the levy and collection of property taxes throughout the
county;
Monitor the overall fiscal health of the county;
Adopt a capital improvement plan covering major county
expenditures over a series of years;
Adopt ordinances for enforcement of county-wide actions;
Approve county participation in joint powers agreements with other
governmental units;
Represent the county on administrative/advisory boards and
commissions.

95
"
)

City of Princeton

Lacs County Land Services Offices
ic Courthouse, Milaca, Minnesota

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

Genny Reynolds

Timothy Wilhelm

807 N 3rd St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4613

10287 55th St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4449

Phil Peterson

13827 140th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)983-2462

Roger Tellinghuisen

District 1: City of Princeton

District 2: Princeton,
Greenbush, and Milo
Townships. City of Pease.

District 3: Milaca Township;
Cities of Foreston and Milaca.

District 4: Bogus Brook,
Borgholm, Dailey, Hayland,
Mudgett, Bradbury,Page,
Onamia and Lewis Townships;
City of Bock.
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8868 110th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)369-4273

District 5

David Oslin

39635 State Hwy 47
PO Box 377
Isle, MN 56342
(320)676-8621
District 5: Kathio, South
Harbor, Isle Harbor and East
Side Townships. Cities of Isle,
Onamia and Wahkon.
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Contact The County

Have a question or comment? We are happy to help.
Department
Administrative
Services Office

Duties

Phone Number
320-983-8218

•

Marriage Licenses, Birth, and
Death Certificates.

•

Personnel Management

•

Technology Services

•

Facility Operations

•

Budget & Financial Management

•

Property Valuation & Classification

•

Administers homestead and other
property tax programs.

Attorney's Office

•

Prosecutes Crimes

320-983-8305

AuditorTreasurer's
Office

•

Administers Property Taxes &
Elections

320-983-8310

•

Issues Passports

•

Liquor, Tobacco, Auctioneer licenses

Community
& Veterans
Services

•

Social Services & Public Health

Court
Administration

Assessor's Office

320-983-8399

Register Online for the
Quarterly Newsletter

Board agendas &
minutes

Be the first to learn about the latest changes in
your government and community. Register online
to receive a digital copy of the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter, before it is even off the press!
Visit www.millelacs.mn.gov to register.

320-983-8311

Land Ownership,
Escrows; Passports

320-983-8304

Mille Lacs County Photographer Invitation

320-983-8208

Mille Lacs County is currently seeking photographers
to submit images in consideration for the Mille Lacs
County Quarterly Newsletter. All images selected for
use in the Mille Lacs County Quarterly Newsletter will
be properly credited to the submitting photographer.

Property Tax

•

Financial Assistance & Child Support

•

Veterans Services

•

Collects Court Fees & Fines

•

Jury Duty

•

Hearing Dates

•

County Ditches

320-983-8232

•

Solid Waste

•

Environmental Regulations

320-983-8458
SSTS Septic Systems

•

Land Management

•

Parks & Trails

•

Recorded Land Records

•

Land Use Regulation

•

Building Permits

Probation Office

•

Supervision of juvenile &
non-felony adult offenders.

320-983-8202

Public Works

•

Maintains Bridges, County Roads,
& County State Aid Highways

320-983-8201

Sheriff's Office

•

Law Enforcement

320-983-8250

•

Custodial care of inmates.

•

Court-Related Services

Soil & Water
Conservation
District

•

Water Quality & Soil Health
Resources

320-983-2160

U of M Extension

•

4-H Extension Office

320-983-8317

Environmental
Resources

Land Services
Office

Sunset on the Farm by Jake Callahan

Employee insurance;
recruitment process

320-983-8313

320-983-8308

Mille Lacs County is specifically soliciting photos
taken within the county, by local photographers.
Digital image files must be in high resolution. Please
contact Kara Vatalaro
(kara.vatalaro@millelacs.mn.gov) and Jenna
Carlson ( jenna.carlson@millelacs.mn.gov) in the
Administrative Services Office with any additional
questions.

Spring Duckling by Megan Van Buskirk

Happy Kids by Jayme Winkelman

Access the latest Mille Lacs County news & announcements, permits, licenses, job listings, and more!

Stay Connected: Sign up to
receive the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter via
email! Register online at:

"Like" us on Facebook!
Stay up to date on the latest
county news, job opportunities,
and more.

www.millelacs.mn.gov/2617

www.facebook.com/
MilleLacsCounty
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Looking for a fresh career
path? Check out available job
opportunities at:
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/MilleLacs

Visit the new Mille Lacs
County website for local news
and announcements, online
access to permits, licenses,
job opportunities, and more.
www.millelacs.mn.gov

