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Upcoming Events
Upcoming County Board Meetings:
Tuesday, July 3, 2018
Tuesday, July 17, 2018

Mille Lacs County Sunset by Jayme Winkelman Photography

“The Moving Wall” Memorial Event
Opening Ceremony:
Wednesday, July 4, 2018
Time: 12:00 PM - 9:15 PM
Location: Mille Lacs County
Fairgrounds
Thursday, July 5, 2018
Time: 6:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Location: Mille Lacs County
Fairgrounds
Friday, July 6, 2018
Time: 6:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Location: Mille Lacs County
Fairgrounds
The Moving Wall is available to
the public 24 hours a day, from
12:00 PM on Wednesday, July
4th until 6:00 PM on Friday, July
6th. Please see Page 3 for more
information.

Mille Lacs County
Fair

Public Works
Roadway Projects

Learn about the most
recent news on the
Mille Lacs County Fair
and other upcoming
community events on
Page 2.

"The 2018 county
construction season has
started off with a flurry
of activity!" Review
recent Mille Lacs County
roadway projects with
County Engineer Bruce
Cochran on Page 10.

New Sheriff in
Town
Sheriff Brent Lindgren
reminisces over his
years as Mille Lacs
County Sheriff and
thanks residents for the
opportunity to serve Mille
Lacs County on Page 12.
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Mille Lacs County 4-H is Growing True Leaders
“Learning by Doing to Make the Best Better”

By Danielle Ganje, Mille Lacs County 4-H Program Coordinator

4-H Grows Here
4-H is available throughout Minnesota
in urban, suburban, tribal, and rural
communities. In 4-H, young people
build the skills they need for a lifetime;
they learn and lead with the support of
caring adults. In 2016-17, over 300 Mille
Lacs County youth and nearly 100 adult
volunteers took part in 4-H.

True Leaders
4-H empowers young people to be true
leaders. True leaders have confidence.
They know how to work well with others,
can endure through challenges, and will
stick to a job until it gets done. In 4-H, we
believe true leaders aren’t born – they are
grown.
The summer months are a key time for
youth to learn and lead in 4-H. In Mille
Lacs County, 4-H youth have opportunities
to showcase their learning, use science
and engineering to solve problems, and
become more confident mentors and
leaders.
In 4-H, youth are building the skills they
need to lead for a lifetime.

Youth in 4-H Find Solutions to
Problems

Camp counselors learn important
leadership skills like persistence and
teamwork. Last year, over 50 youth in
Mille Lacs County participated in the
various 4-H camps that are available.
There are a variety of camps to choose
from locally, and throughout Northeast
Minnesota – from Horse Camp to Wildlife
Camp, PICCKM Summer Sleepaway
Camp in the St. Croix State Park, Wildlife
Family Camp at Kathio State Park, and
even themed day camps throughout
the county. Older youth leaders serve
as camp counselors and volunteers that
support younger youth in their learning
and help them have an affirming and fun
experience.
All youth are welcome at 4-H camps
(grade requirements and activities vary).
4-H camp participants must enroll in
4-H—we'll tell you about that when you
sign up for camp. Enrolling in 4-H opens
up lots of learning opportunities!

Want to Learn More?
This summer, local 4-H’ers are busy
participating in:

Join the Club

•

Horse Clinics

Do you want to know more about what
you can do in 4-H? The opportunities are
endless. 4-H'ers can design their own
activities or take part in a structured
one. Youth learn by doing. This learning
model teaches them life skills.

•

Dog Training

•

Engineering Design Team

•

Outdoor Explorer Day Camps

•

Outdoor Education/Recreation

•

Community Service

•

Summer Camp

•

Volunteering at the 4-H Food Stand

•

Archery, Air Rifle, Trapshooting

•

Wildlife Education

•

Leadership Training

•

And so much more!

4-H youth show leadership when they
find solutions to community challenges.
Science and engineering programs
allow youth the opportunity to practice
important problem-solving skills. Mille
Lacs County 4-H offers 4-H Afterschool
STEM enrichment programs through
partnerships with local school districts.
Additionally, this is the third year Mille
Lacs County 4-H has an Engineering
Design team, where youth develop,
design, and build a Rube Goldberg
machine. These 3-8th grade youth work
as a team throughout the summer and
will showcase their learning at the state
event this August.

Most 4-H'ers join a local club at some
point. Clubs are fun, regular gatherings
where 4-H'ers:
• Make friends
• Find help with their 4-H projects
• Find leadership opportunities
• Take part in club-specific activities
and events

Youth Mentor Other Youth

4-H welcomes any young person in
kindergarten through one year past high
school interested in any project area.
Youngsters in kindergarten through

Serving as a camp counselor is a key
leadership activity for many 4-H youth.

second grade join as Cloverbuds. Clubs
may meet after school or in the evening.
Some clubs are project-specific. You may
meet people you already know or a whole
new set of friends.

Most clubs offer small-group learning
opportunities, caring adult volunteer
leaders who are screened, trained,
and guided by local University of
Minnesota staff, and are grounded in
research-backed curriculum and best
practices for nonformal learning.
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To see what opportunities are available
in Mille Lacs County 4-H currently,
please visit our website at:
www.extension.umn.edu/local/millelacs/4-h
You can also follow Mille Lacs County
4-H on Facebook @MilleLacs4H.
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Mille Lacs County Fair

Showcasing Local Talents and the Heritage of Mille Lacs County
It’s Fair season! Time for carnivals, 4-H displays, cheese curds
and grandstand events. The Mille Lacs County Fair is August
8th through 12th in Princeton. Enter your project (baked goods,
textiles, photography, wine-making, and lots of other categories)
in Open Class and see if you can win a blue ribbon! Watch 4-H
demonstrations and enter your kids - or grandkids - in the Kids
Tractor Pull on Thursday. Highlights of the 2018 Fair include:
Wednesday – KBEK’s “Happy Trucker Show” live from 6 to 10
PM.
Thursday – Grandstand Event: Tractor Pull at 6:00 PM;
Chopper, The World’s Nuttiest DJ, in the band shell from 7:30 to
11:00 PM.

"The Mille Lacs County Fair has
become a family tradition. Fantastic
food, entertainment, and great
friends make this an event you do not
want to miss!"

Friday – Grandstand Event: Princeton Speedway Racing
Northstar IMCA Mod Tour, Blackout Band in the band shell from
7:00 to 11:00 PM.
Saturday – Grandstand Event: Demolition Derby, The Red Letter
Band in the band shell from 7:30 to 11:30 PM.
Plus strolling entertainment, food vendors, businesses in the
commercial building, and a mini machinery hill. And animals
- lots of animals! Stipe Shows will be on the grounds providing
rides and games of chance – with special armband hours on
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. For details, watch for the Fair’s
colorful brochure to be delivered at the end of July, or visit the
Fair’s website at www.millelacscountyfair.com. Remember:
veterans and active military members get in free!

“The Moving Wall” Memorial Event
July 4th-6th at the County Fairgrounds

"Comrades forever…"

“The Moving Wall” is the half-size replica of the Washington,
D.C. Vietnam Veterans Memorial and has been touring the
country for over thirty years. The wall has the names of
58,479 men and women who died in the Vietnam War. When
John Devitt attended the 1982 dedication in Washington, he
felt the positive power of “The Wall.” He vowed to share that
experience with those who did not have the opportunity to go
to Washington D.C.

Daily Schedule:
Wednesday, July 4, 2018
12:00 PM - Opening Ceremony & Welcome Home
12:00-8:00 PM - Displays & Exhibits Open
6:00 PM - Taps
7:00-9:00 PM - The Shane Martin Band Concert
9:00 PM - Illuminate The Moving Wall and Flags
9:15 PM - Fireworks

John, Norris Shears, Gerry Haver,
and other Vietnam veteran
volunteers built "The Moving
Wall." It went on display for
the first time in Tyler, Texas, in
October of 1984. Two structures
of The Moving Wall now travel
the U.S.A. from April through
November, spending about a week
at each site.
The Moving Wall will be at the
Mille Lacs County Fairgrounds
July 4-6, 2018. Opening Ceremony
is at noon July 4th. There will
also be a free concert by Shane
Martin at 7:00 PM, with fireworks
to follow. For more information,
go to the Princeton Chamber of
Commerce website at
www.princetonmnchamber.org
and visit the calendar page.

Thursday, July 5, 2018
6:00 AM - Morning Ceremony
8:00 AM-8:00 PM - Displays & Exhibits Open
8:00 AM-9:00 PM - Lighting Luminaries & Reading Names
10:00 AM-4:00 PM - MACV Stand Down
6:00 PM - Taps
9:00 PM - Illuminate The Moving Wall & Flags
Friday, July 6, 2018
6:00 AM - Morning Ceremony
8:00 AM-4:00 PM - Displays & Exhibits Open
4:00-5:00 PM - American Legion Post 806 & VFW Units 216
5:00-6:00 PM - Closing Ceremony
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“So…What is the Deal with Wetlands?”
By Susan Shaw, SWCD Director

Pop Quiz: What does a wetland look like?
A) Open Water		

B) Reed Canary		

C) Farmed

D) Forested

Answer: All of the above!
There are many different types of wetlands. Most people guess right by choosing the Photo A, but it's more challenging when open
water isn’t visible. In fact, there are eight different wetland types in Minnesota! Some wetlands have no visible water, only soil
saturation just below the surface. Some wetlands only hold water for a few weeks during the rainy part of the growing season, and
they may be farmable. Other wetlands could be completely forested.
In general, it’s safe to say you could find wetlands between areas of deep, open water and upland, such as along the banks of
streams, around the perimeter of lakes, in dips and low spots in the field and the yard. Did you know that about 90% of Mille
Lacs County has seasonally saturated soil within 1.81 inches of the soil surface? It might be a safe bet that everyone in Mille Lacs
County can look out a window and see a wetland somewhere in the distance…or right at your feet!
Right now some of you reading this might have a nostalgic feeling, invoking images of the wildlife that can be found in and
about wetlands. But others may have tried to build, farm, or landscape that wetland. It may have felt more like an obstacle than
an opportunity. The State of Minnesota created the Wetland Conservation Act in 1991; you may have heard of it called WCA
(pronounced “wack-uh”). This law was made in response to a rapid loss of wetlands statewide, and the general intent was to
achieve “no net loss” of wetland into the future.
The wetland law recognizes eight “types” of wetlands: Type 1 - seasonally flooded basins or floodplains; Type 2 - wet meadows,
Type 3 - shallow marshes; Type 4 - deep marshes; Type 5 - shallow open water wetlands; Type 6 - shrub swamps; Type 7 - wooded
swamps; and Type 8 - bogs. Each type of wetland may have somewhat different protection levels, based upon how common or rare
that type of wetland is statewide.
Regardless of wetland type, the Wetland Conservation Act requires that everyone (individuals, business and governments) must
try to avoid filling, draining, or excavating wetlands. If a proposed activity cannot be accomplished without avoidance, then the
expectation is that the impacts must be minimized. Replacement of wetlands is required for any unavoidable impacts (drainage,
fill or excavation). Some exemptions apply, but the rule is complex. It is important to check with the trained wetland staff at the
Soil & Water Conservation District or Mille Lacs County Environmental Resources for rule requirements.
The old adage “It’s easier to ask forgiveness than permission,” really does not apply well to the Wetland Conservation Act. The law
requires restoration to the same condition prior to filling, draining, or excavation. If restoration is not possible, replacement of
that wetland’s function and value through the purchase of wetland bank credits is required. That can get expensive. Please take
the time to make a call before altering wetlands.
The Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is here to help you with any question you may have regarding wetland alteration.
The SWCD coordinates with Mille Lacs County Environmental Resources to help citizens understand WCA.
Please find more information on our website www.millelacsSWCD.org/wetlands or on our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/MilleLacsSoilandWaterConservationDistrict or call us at 320-983-2160.

"The old adage 'It’s easier to ask forgiveness than permission,'
really does not apply...The law requires restoration to the
same condition prior to filling, draining, or excavation. If
restoration is not possible, replacement of that wetland’s
function and value through the purchase of wetland bank
credits is required."
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Private Forest Management

Lawn & Garden Soil Testing

By Dillon Hayes, Environmental Resource
Manager

Soil tests evaluate soil fertility, pH level, and/or problems due to
excessive salts or fertilizer materials. Based on the test results
and type of plants to be grown, you will be sent the appropriate
fertilizer recommendation for good plant growth without
adverse effects on the environment.

How to Submit Samples for Analysis

Forests are a valuable resource in Mille Lacs County, and across
the State of Minnesota. Forest land has a significant impact on
a number of qualities we cherish in our natural surroundings,
such as wildlife habitat and landscape aesthetics. They also
provide important economic benefits, supporting both the forest
products economy and outdoor recreation. More importantly,
forest lands provide environmental benefits, conserving soil
and providing clean air and clean water. In fact, the U.S. Forest
Service notes that the largest single source of water in the U.S.
is from forests.

•

DNR Cost Share Program
www.dnr.state.mn.us/woodlands/cost-share.html

•

Sustainable Forest Incentive Act (SFIA) - www.dnr.state.
mn.us/foreststewardship/sfia/index.html

•

MFA Call Before You Cut - www.minnesotaforestry.org/
Home/call-before-you-cut

•

Follow the instructions for collecting Lawn/Garden Soil
Samples

•

Place sample in a tightly sealed container or bag (like a
clean, disposable container or bag)

•

Enclose a check payable to the University of Minnesota for
all services requested. The cost is $17 per sample. Do NOT
send cash.

•

Send the soil sample(s), money, and information sheet to
us at:

Results have a 7-10 day turnaround.

Farm Information Line
When you call the Farm Information Line, you'll get
reliable, research-based answers from Extension
agriculture and natural resources experts. It's a statewide
service backed by a network of local educators, so you'll get
information to meet your specific needs. Oh, and did we
mention it's free?
Call: 1-800-232-9077
Hours: 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM, Monday through Friday.
Anytime: Email us at fil@umn.edu.

Thankfully, there are an increasing number of resources and
programs available for private forest management in Minnesota.
Some examples include:
DNR Woodland Stewardship Program
www.mndnr.gov/foreststewardship

Pick up a soil sample packet from the Mille Lacs County
Extension Office

Soil Testing Laboratory,
University of Minnesota, Room 135, Crops Research
Building
1902 Dudley Ave
St. Paul, MN 55108

With the vast quantities of publicly-owned forest land in
northern Minnesota it may seem as though private forest
management has only a minuscule role to play in protecting
this important resource. However, non-industrial private
landowners are actually the largest forest landowner group in
Minnesota, accounting for 40% of forests, or 6.8 million acres
according to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.
While Mille Lacs County has a slightly lower percentage of nonindustrial private forest landowners, around 35% according
to the U.S. Forest Service, private forest management is still
critically important. In fact, forests within the Rum River
watershed alone provide drinking water for more than 60,000
consumers.

•

•

AnswerLine
Are you looking for reliable, research-based answers to
your everyday questions? Then AnswerLine is for you!
The AnswerLine staff have been answering consumer’s
questions for over 30 years.
Contact AnswerLine to get information about:
• Safely cooking, canning, and freezing foods.
• Cleaning stains and mildew from homes and clothes.
•

Dealing with floods and other household issues.

Call AnswerLine at: 1-800-854-1678; Monday through Friday
between 9 AM–12:00 PM and 1–4 PM. You can also send
an email to answer@iastate.edu.

Private forest properties with a qualifying forest management
plan may also be eligible to apply for 2c Managed Forest Land
classification, which provides for a reduced property tax class
rate of 0.65 percent. For more information on the 2c Managed
Forest Land classification contact the Mille Lacs County
Assessor’s Office at (320) 983-8311 or
assessor@co.mille-lacs.mn.us, and online at
www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/specprogs.

AnswerLine is brought to you by University of Minnesota
Extension and Iowa State University Extension, with
support from USDA, the State of Minnesota, county
governments, and grants.
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Local Recycling Options

Household Hazardous Waste

Wondering where you can bring items for recycling? Mille
Lacs County contracts for the operation of five recycling
drop-off locations. Please call Stephanie Reynolds, Solid
Waste Coordinator at (320) 983-8325 if you have any
questions regarding acceptable materials. Remember, no
plastic bags or films!

If you missed the household hazardous waste event,
that’s not a problem! You can drop off household
hazardous waste at the Stearns County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility all year. Mille Lacs County
contracts with Stearns County to provide collection
services to Mille Lacs County residents. The Stearns
County Household Hazardous Waste Facility is located
at 3601 5th Street S, Waite Park, MN 56387. Accepted
household hazardous wastes include: agricultural
pesticides, paints, stains, automotive, lawn and garden
chemicals, bathroom chemicals, fluorescent light bulbs,
and related materials.

Keeping Our Community Clean

Hazardous Waste Drop Off Locations

Recycling Drop Sites Hours and Locations:
Milaca: 205 2nd Avenue NE
Monday and Wednesday: 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM
Friday and Saturday: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Princeton: 10039 55th Street (Princeton Town Hall)
Wednesday: 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Friday and Saturday: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Stearns County Household Hazardous Waste Facility
Hours of Operation:
Monday: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Tuesday: 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Wednesday: 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Thursday: 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Friday: 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
3rd Saturday of each month: 8 AM to 12:00 PM

Kathio: 44364 Timber Trail Road (Kathio Town Hall)
1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Onamia: 35617 125th Avenue
Every Monday: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Isle: 465 Isle Street West
2nd and 4th Saturday of each month: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Tri-CAP Public Transportation in Mille Lacs County
Beginning January 2019, Tri-CAP is the new rural public
transportation provider in Mille Lacs County.

Tri-CAP transportation helps families solve some of their
transportation dilemmas. Many bus riders are preschool
children going to and from preschool. Youth also use
Tri-CAP’s service for a ride home following afterschool sports
and activities. All summer
long Tri-CAP takes children
to their summer programs
and lessons. Many residents
without a car or a driver’s
license rely on Tri-CAP to get
them where they need to go.
Route and service area details
for Mille Lac’s County will be
available November 2018.

Tri-CAP transportation service is available to everyone within
the service area, with no eligibility or age requirements to ride.
From preschool to senior citizen, Tri-CAP public transportation
offers a safe and convenient public transit way to get around.
Tri-CAP buses are also wheelchair accessible.
Tri-CAP’s convenient service is offered in a curb-to-curb
format. The pick-up and drop-off locations are requested by
the rider at the time the ride reservation is made. Tri-CAP has
friendly dispatch operators available Monday through Saturday
to help passengers make their ride reservations. Making a
ride reservation is easy, all it takes is a phone call to Tri-CAP’s
Dispatch Operators.
Tri-CAP takes people to all kinds of places. From work to
medical appointments, and shopping to activities, Tri-CAP
provides in-city rides for $1.25 and between community rides
for $3.00 per boarding, with a 24 hour advance reservation.

Beginning January 2019,
Tri-CAP will be offering public transportation service in Mille
Lacs County. For more information contact Lori Schultz,
Executive Director at 888-765-5597 or 320-251-1612.
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Nearly 70 Minnesota County Officials, Staff
Attend Private White House Briefing and Tour
Nearly 70 county commissioners, officials, staff and guests traveled to
Washington D.C. to attend a private briefing and tour at the White House on May
31, 2018.

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs has organized similar
events for county officials in each state to visit the White House and attend a
personalized briefing from federal officials, including Vice President Mike Pence,
who spoke to the Minnesota group about the importance of the partnership
between local and federal government officials when he stopped into the
meeting.
“I was happy to connect directly with officials from seven federal agencies, as
well the White House. I built relationships that will serve our county well in the
coming years,” said Mille Lacs County Commissioner, Genny Reynolds.
Other speakers at the White House briefing included:
• Britt Carter, Associate Director, White House Office of Intergovernmental
Affairs
• Ryan Fisher, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Intergovernmental Affairs,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
• Jim Carroll, Deputy Director & Acting Director, Office of National Drug Control
Policy
• Jamie Clover Adams, Chief of Staff for Farm Production & Conservations, U.S.
Department of Agriculture
• Preston Cory, Intergovernmental Relations, Environmental Protection Agency
• Stephanie Fila, Deputy Assistant Secretary, U.S. Department of Urban Housing &
Development
• Chris Syrek, Director of State & Local Affairs, U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs
• Anthony Bedell, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Intergovernmental Affairs, U.S.
Department of Transportation
• Joyce Meyer, Deputy Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs & Deputy
Director, White House Office of Legislative Affairs
• Billy Kirkland, Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director, White
House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
The group also attended a briefing at the National Association of Counties’
(NACo) headquarters while in Washington, D.C., where they heard updates on
important issues facing counties, including mental health resources for county
jails and pending legislation to address the opioid epidemic.
“This was a unique opportunity to connect with our federal partners. We were
able to ask questions about issues that are specific to Minnesota and our county,”
said Mille Lacs County Commissioner, Dave Oslin.
AMC has been serving Minnesota’s 87 counties since 1909. AMC is a voluntary
statewide organization that assists the state’s 87 counties in providing effective
county governance to the people of Minnesota. The association works closely
with the legislative and administrative branches of government in seeing
that legislation and policies favorable to counties are enacted. In addition,
the association provides educational programs, training, research and
communications for county officials.
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Mille Lacs County 2019 Budget Planning
By Jess Olson, Administrative Financial Manager
The formal budget process exists to ensure that Mille Lacs County has a balanced, fiscally responsible, and sustainable budget. The
budget is developed through County Board direction, Department Head input, Public feedback, and legislative changes.
The budget calendar is developed by the Administrative Services Office in order to meet the expected timelines of the County Board.
The County Board is required to certify the 2019 preliminary tax levy and adopt the preliminary budget on or before September 25,
2018. In early December, the County Board will hold a Truth in Taxation Public Hearing to gather feedback from the Public on the
budget. The final 2019 levy and budget will be certified on or before December 18, 2018.

Mille Lacs County 2019 Budget Schedule
June 20, 2018
July 2-13
July 16-27
July 31–Aug. 3
August -TBD
August 27 - 31
Sept. - TBD
Oct. – Nov.
Dec. 4		
On or Before
Dec. 18, 2018

Cover Letter with Department Budgets Sent to Department Heads
First Round of Budget Meeting with all Departments
Budget Amounts Entered into Accounting System
Additional Department Meetings on Budget Review
Proposed Budget Reviewed During Work Session
Department Meetings on Budget Adjustments
County Board approves the Preliminary Budget and Levy
Finalize Department Budgets
Truth in Taxation Public Hearing
Certify 2019 Levy and Budget

New DEED Pilot Program Offers Interest-Free Loans for Startups

Minnesota Innovation Loans for Entrepreneurs accepting loan applications through July 16
The Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic
Development (DEED) is accepting loan applications through
a new program designed to help early-stage businesses that
are developing high-tech products or services in Minnesota.

plan to relocate here. They must have been in business for
five years or less, completed a recent business plan, and
have debt or equity investments not exceeding $1 million.
Eligible businesses include but are not limited to the following:
aerospace, agricultural and food processing, biotechnology,
energy efficiency and conservation, information technology,
materials science, medical devices, pharmaceuticals,
process control, telecommunications or similar sectors.

The Minnesota Innovation Loans for Entrepreneurs
(MILE),
is
a
pilot
program
that
will
provide
interest-free loans ranging from $20,000 to $50,000. Businesses
approved for loans under the program must have a 1-to-1
match from another funder and repay the loan within four
years, with no payments required in the first year. The
program is an initiative of the Minnesota Investment Fund.

Businesses whose primary activity is brick-and-mortar
retail sales, professional or consulting services, direct
financial or insurance services, medical or legal services,
or real estate sales or development are not eligible.

“MILE will encourage the growth and sustainability of startups
throughout the state,” said DEED Commissioner Shawntera
Hardy. “The program will assist startups through the next
‘mile’ of their evolution, which is critical to the creation of
quality jobs and sometimes the survival of the business.”

The loan application period is June 4 to July 16. Late applications
will not be accepted. The DEED website has more details about
the Minnesota Innovation Loans for Entrepreneurs program,
including application materials.

MILE funding may be used for working capital, intellectual
property development, proof of concept activities,
commercialization planning, prototype design, market
feasibility studies and other startup activities as approved by
DEED.

DEED is the state’s principal economic development agency,
promoting business recruitment, expansion and retention,
workforce development, international trade and community
development. For more details about the agency and its services,
visit the DEED website or follow DEED on Twitter.

Businesses applying for loans must employ no more than
five people and have their headquarters in Minnesota or
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By Al Heim & Amisa Pollard

The Mille Lacs County Assessors are required by law
to view each parcel in the county at least once every
five years (the "Quintile") in order to help determine
the estimated market value and proper classification
i.e. residential, agricultural, and commercial. The
actual assessment date is January 2nd each year. As
of this date, every year, an estimated market value
is determined based on the current market. The
property classification is also determined at this time,
based on the current property use.

denied access.
The assessors will be wearing a Mille Lacs
County photo badge for identification and be
using a Mille Lacs County vehicle. They will
also be carrying their Assessor’s License issued
by the Minnesota State Board of Assessors.

Estimating Value

Another part of assessing properties includes the
review of sales properties in the area. Assessors
review the area sales and adjust the prices to reflect
market trends. These sales are then used to help
estimate the market value of properties for the next
assessment year. For example, in order to determine
the 2019 estimated market value the assessor will
review sales from October 2017 through September
2018. Assessors also look at other information like
supply and demand, marketing times, and vacancy
rates. This helps to determine if the real estate market
in an area is increasing, stable, or decreasing. Sales
over time can vary widely depending on
The assessors estimated values are based
the market and other factors. In more
on comparisons to actual sales within
recent years, the sales of agricultural
"The assessors
the county. As the market changes,
property has indicated a relatively
so do the estimated values. So even
estimated values are
stable market, while the residential
though there may not have been
based
on
comparisons
market has shown an increase.
any physical changes to a property,
Even though the residential
to actual sales within the
the estimated value is subject to
market has been growing, the
change on an annual basis due
county. As the market
increase in values varies when
to changes in the local market.
changes so do the
making
comparisons
between
individual townships and cities.
estimated values."
To meet the quintile requirements, the assessor must
also inspect properties where physical changes have
occurred since the last inspection. Changes include:
new construction, demolition, or any changes to the
land breakdown. Inspections could also be due to a
change of use or classification of the property as well.
Other properties may be viewed more frequently if
there have been changes due to a sale, title transfer,
or the filing of various applications. It is the assessor’s
job to consider all the factors affecting the value and
classification of each parcel.

Field Inspection

The best way for an assessor to
equitably value and classify a property is
with a thorough field inspection. Minnesota Statute
provides the assessor the authority to complete field
inspections necessary to determine an estimated
value and classification for tax purposes. Even though
the assessor is authorized by Minnesota Statute
to physically inspect any dwelling or building, the
standard practice is that the assessor will not enter
any home or building unless the property owner
is there. They will never review a property when
children are home alone, or review the property with
another adult such as a friend, relative, or neighbor,
unless previous arrangements have been made.
If the owner is not there when the assessor visits the
property, the assessors will do an exterior inspection,
verify dimensions and update photos. They will also
indicate they were there by leaving a yellow appraisal
notice sticker in a conspicuous place. If the assessor
has further questions, they will make note on this
sticker requesting the owner to call the assessor’s
office.
If the owner is there, it is recommended that the
assessor be allowed to do an interior review. By not
allowing the interior review, the assessment may not
be complete or accurate, which could possibly result
in an inaccurate valuation or classification. The owner
will also lose the right to appeal the assessment to the
Local Board of Appeal & Equalization if the assessor is

Classifying Property
Assessors’ classify all parcels according to their
use as of January 2nd of each year. Every classification
such as a residential, seasonal recreational,
apartment, farm, or commercial carries its own
classification rate percentage for taxation purposes.
This classification percentage is determined by our
Minnesota Legislature. The class rate is a significant
part of how your taxes are calculated and is also
subject to change based on decisions made by our
legislatures.
Even though the assessor does not determine the tax
amount for a property, the value and classification
determined by the assessor is used to establish the tax
base. This tax base is then used by the various taxing
authorities to distribute their local levies, i.e. county,
school districts, city and township. For this reason,
it is beneficial for all that the assessor is allowed to
complete the tasks necessary and to help insure a fair
and equitable assessment is accomplished.
Minnesota Statutes require the assessor to
physically inspect properties at least once in every
five year interval. This re-inspection process is
called the “quintile” assessment process. This
year’s quintile includes the districts of: Bradbury,
Dailey, Lewis, Mudgett, Kathio, Isle Harbor and
the City of Princeton.
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Public Works Roadway Projects
By Bruce Cochran, County Engineer
The 2018 county construction season has started off with a
flurry of activity! This year we have been blessed with good
weather and fortunate to have several new projects ready for
construction. In addition, there is one carry-over project from
2017 that has added to the early construction activity.
Projects that were bid in the winter, 2017 and spring, 2018 are:
County Roads 103 and 107 paving (one mile south of Onamia),
roundabout construction on Trunk Highway 95 at County Road
157 (west of Princeton), replacement of the Malone Island Bridge
(City of Isle), grading and paving of County State Aid Highway
4 (2 ½ miles east of Pease) and pavement markings. The
carry-over project from 2017 is the final grading and paving of
County State Aid Highway 22 (2 ½ miles SE of Onamia).
Project Status:
• County Roads 103 and 107 paving is complete. This the first
in a series of roadway projects funded with Local Option Sales
Tax revenue. Paving contractor: Anderson Bros. Construction of
Brainerd.
• Roundabout construction west of Princeton is progressing
very well with few delays. Work is expected to be complete by
the middle of July. Please honor the detour and traffic control
devices. This is for your safety and the safety of the workers.
Contractor: Knife River Corporation, Sauk Rapids.
• The long awaited replacement of the Malone Island Bridge is
well underway. The first major activity was to remove the water
and sewer pipes from the existing bridge and bury them under
Mille Lacs Lake. This was accomplished using a trenchless
method of horizontal directional drilling, a technology that
was not available when the original bridge was built. Toward
the end of June, a temporary bridge and by-pass roadway will
be constructed. The by-pass will allow for access to the Island
during bridge construction. The new bridge is expected to be
open to traffic in October. Contractor: Redstone Construction,
Mora.

Malone Island Bridge Groundbreaking

Services, Inc., Maple Lake and Century Fence, Forest Lake.
• Paving of County State Aid Highway 22 (Quail Road) is complete.
Paving the roadway was initially planned for last fall, but was
delayed until this spring due to weather. Contractor: Hardrives
Inc., Rogers.

Public Works Summer Operations

By Kevin Schultz, Highway Maintenance
Superintendent

The Public Works maintenance crews will continue with
summer activities, which include: gravel road grading, hauling
maintenance gravel, culvert replacement, and roadside
mowing. Summer maintenance activities are spread throughout
the county. Please use caution when maintenance vehicles are
present.
Crack sealing operations will be completed by the beginning
of July, while gravel operations will soon be underway. Public
Works will be pushing to keep the four belly dump trucks
hauling as well as getting the shouldering truck out there too.

• Work is underway to grade and pave the northern 5 miles of
County State Aid Highway 4 (85th Avenue). The project limits
are between 90th Street (CSAH 12) and 140th Street (CSAH 2).
Work will consist of shoulder widening, culvert replacement,
and pavement rehabilitation. Local traffic will be maintained,
and through traffic will be detoured. Work will be complete in

Our mowing tractors have already been out taking care of the
first pass (i.e. top cut), as they continue to knock down the leafy
spurge north of Highway 23. The first cut will be completed by
the end of July. The county hired contractor will be handling
the spraying of noxious weeds south of Highway 23. As the
mowing season gets rolling, there will be tractors out battling
the vegetation on all county right-of-ways.
The striping contractor has been out and about, freshening
up our roadways. In the meantime, grading of the
gravel roads is a continuous cycle for the three motor
graders. Our efforts to keep and maintain our roadways
in the safest manner possible is always our goal. Please
contact the Highway Maintenance Superintendent at
320-983-8201 if you see any imminent safety issues.

Progress on the Princeton Roundabout by John Roxbury

October. Contractor: Wm. D. Scepaniak, Inc., Holdingford.
• All the paved county roads will receive a centerline stripe. This
year the county roads in the northern third of the county will
also receive fresh edge lines. Contractors: Pavement Marking
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To Beat Addiction, We Need Connection
By Joe Walsh, County Attorney
Addiction is a real and present problem in Mille Lacs County.
As County Attorney, I have a front-row seat to a variety of
unwanted and illegal behaviors that all have addiction as their
root cause. Sometimes this behavior is violent, resulting in
assaults and injuries. Other times it results in burglaries,
break-ins, and thefts that are the result of desperate people
looking for their next high. Parents lose their children
because they can no longer manage their drug habit. Opiates
are sometimes the cause, but it could just as easily be
methamphetamine or even alcohol. Sometimes it is all of the
above, mixing alcohol with pills and other drugs. And this is
not just a problem that occurs in one area of Mille Lacs County.
As the County Attorney, my job is to enforce the laws of
the State of Minnesota and hold everyone accountable for
violations of that law. Possessing drugs in any amount is a
crime, usually a felony offense. We prosecute people for
possessing drugs on a near-daily basis, and that’s not counting
the other crimes caused by drug addiction. For most
non-violent drug offenders, they have an opportunity while on
probation to try to treat their drug addiction without significant
jail time. When they demonstrate they are unwilling to do so,
we hold these offenders accountable. Many drug offenders
end up serving prison sentences for failing to meet with their
probation agent, continuing to test positive for drugs, or for
committing new offenses. While sending someone to prison
does keep the community safer for a limited period of time,
it does not necessarily solve the problem of addiction that
continues to harm our communities.
Make no mistake: there are people that belong in prison, and
that is where they go:
• Jordon Kelley was charged with Manufacturing
Methamphetamine and sent to prison on other charges for 60
months in December 2015.
• Travis Lopez was charged with Second Degree Drug
Possession and sent to prison for 108 months in May 2016.
• Kurt Sandberg was charged with Manufacturing
Methamphetamine in 2015 and sent to prison on other charges
for 57 months in July 2016.
• Lauren Day was charged with First Degree Drug Sales and sent
to prison for 58 months in April 2017.
• David Jacobs was charged with Second Degree Drug
Possession and sent to prison for 88 months in September 2017.
• Paul Goodin was charged with Second Degree Drug Possession
and sentenced to probation with a potential prison term of
48 months in November 2017. He is currently awaiting a
probation revocation hearing.
• Kimberly White was charged with First Degree Drug
Possession and sent to prison for 117 months in May 2018.
• Kyle Aune was charged with Second Degree Drug Possession
and sent to prison for 48 months in June 2018.
• And, currently, 14 more First or Second Degree Drug
Possession cases being prosecuted by my office are still
pending.

In the 1970s,
scientists put
rats in solitary
confinement with
two bottles—one
with water and one
laced with cocaine
or heroin—to study
addiction. For these
rats, their overdose fatality
rate was 100%. Once they
had tried the drugs, they simply
couldn’t beat the addiction. And the
lesson that we learned was that (1) drugs make
us
feel good for a short time, and (2) people with addiction will
continue to go back to drugs to replicate that feeling until their
lives are lost.
But that is not the whole story. Dr. Bruce K. Alexander
conducted a study with the same choice of water bottles, but
he changed the cage to a “Rat Park” that provided many social
opportunities including climbing platforms, running wheels
for exercise, and many other rats to interact with. In virtually
every experiment, Dr. Alexander found that rats in solitary
confinement consumed far more drugs than the rats in Rat
Park.
The importance of these results was recently rediscovered and
applied to the psychology of addiction treatment in humans.
You can watch a short video from Author Johann Hari about the
lessons we’ve learned here:
www.ted.com/talks/johann_hari_everything_you_think_you_
know_about_addiction_is_wrong.
This is part of why Mille Lacs County’s Drug Court Team spent
a great deal of time last month finishing our application for
Federal grant funding to start a new Drug Treatment Court
in Mille Lacs County in 2019. While grant funds are never
guaranteed, we are optimistic because the investment from the
Federal government was a historic high of $95 million, almost
double the previous year, and focused on jurisdictions starting
a new drug court in rural areas—such as Mille Lacs County. If
awarded, this grant funding will be $500,000 to fund Mille Lacs
County’s Drug Treatment Court for four years. The Mille Lacs
County Board of Commissioners has also pledged a $125,000
local investment that will assist us in obtaining these grant
funds.
We must renew our focus on finding connections for addicted
individuals to make with friends, families, and coworkers.
That is why our drug treatment court will require “pro-social”
activities as people progress in our 14-24 month program. Our
destiny is not determined solely by microscopic chemical
reactions, but also by the environment in which we live, the
people we love, and the opportunities we have. Investments
in law enforcement are important, but we must also invest in
improving our schools, churches, and communities to help us
create bonds and connections that people want to be present
for. As Mr. Hari says at the end of his speech: “The opposite
of addiction is not sobriety. The opposite of addiction is
connection.”

But I expect more from my office than just continuing to put
people in prison. We must start the conversation about what
a Mille Lacs County without addiction might look like. There
is a notion that we can police our way out of the problem of
addiction—that if only we could catch more users and put them
in jail that our drug problem would be solved. This is not true.
There are too many sources for drugs and too many different
ways to obtain them to stop them all. We must think of new
ways to beat addiction and the problems it causes.

Joe Walsh has been serving as your County
Attorney since 2015. The County Attorney is
the chief prosecutor for the County; seven
full-time Assistant County Attorneys aid
in carrying out the duties of the office. Joe
states, "serving as Mille Lacs County Attorney
has been the greatest privilege of my career."
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New Sheriff in Town by Sheriff Brent Lindgren

I began my law enforcement career with the
Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office over thirty
years ago, as a Deputy Sheriff assigned to the
Patrol Division. In 1989, I began teaching the
D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education)
Program in both the Onamia and Isle Schools.
In 1995, I transferred to Civil Defense/911
Addressing and Welfare Fraud Investigations.
In 1996, I transferred to General Criminal
Investigations. Finally, in 2002, you elected
me as your Sheriff and I have served you in
that office and capacity ever since.
I am now serving you in a fourth, four-year
term as Sheriff. Being Sheriff becomes a
way of life that consumes your time, energy,
and commitment, and leaves very little for
anything or anyone else. It takes a unique
individual to place service first when you work
in a changing and demanding environment
where you are working with some of the most
talented and professional individuals, yet
dealing with the most difficult and troubled
cliental. Dedication to the profession, the
office, and to the men and women that work
for the sheriff is challenging. On any given
day, anything can happen and the community
needs to know that there is a prepared
response team ready to deal with whatever
comes their way. Preparing everyone in the
Sheriff’s Office for the "unknown" can be
challenging. Dealing with the events that
present themselves is challenging, since
the work you are called upon to deal with is
dictated by the actions of others.
Over the years, I have taken a hot air balloon
ride across a frozen Lake Mille Lacs. I have
piloted my plane across Mille Lacs County,
and walked the grounds, witnessing firsthand
the tranquil fall colors of our county. I have
dove the depths of Lake Mille Lacs to be
eye-to-eye with our native walleye. I have
prayed curbside with grieving families. I
have arrested many for heinous crimes
committed upon others. I have been face-to-face with murderers, then shook their hand prior to them going to prison.
I have walked the streets of every community, celebrating with them their pride of self, community, and heritage. I have
celebrated life at births, weddings, and funerals. It is fair to say, I have seen all that human beings are capable of doing,
to and for one another. I have experienced yet another privilege few others will ever get, the chance to meet and get to
know many of you.
I take this opportunity to announce that my family and I have decided that I will not be seeking another consecutive term
as sheriff this fall. I make this announcement at this time so you may begin to get to know the individual that is prepared
for the challenges that lie ahead: for themselves, the office they seek, and for the County and people of Mille Lacs.
My family and I have decided that moving forward my future commitments and protection efforts need now center upon
our extended family, grandchildren, and continued health. The time, energy, and commitment it takes to be sheriff, will
now be transferred to someone who can commit to continue to move the office forward just as I, and the sheriffs before
me, have done over the years.
The office of sheriff is elected by and for the people of Mille Lacs County. Please know that while sheriff I have prepared
many people for future challenges and that has always included preparing a replacement for myself. All of you can take
comfort in knowing the office of sheriff has prepared for this transition and you may now begin the process of getting to
know, and electing, your next sheriff.
Thank you all for allowing me to have served you, it has been a great privilege and honor and I am a better person for
having the opportunities I have had, in knowing and serving all of you over the years.
Brent Lindgren
Mille Lacs County Sheriff
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Living on the Edge

Walk a Mile in the Shoes of Those Living in Poverty
What is Poverty?

By definition, poverty is the state of being extremely poor.
Minnesota has a poverty rate of 10.2 %, Mille Lacs County’s rate
is 11.8%. Many individuals and families have never experienced
the challenges and barriers that come from living in poverty.
Lakes and Pines, along with Mille Lacs County and the Milaca
Evangelical Free Church, formed a partnership providing
community partners an opportunity to gain insight into the
life of those living in poverty through a Poverty Simulation.
The simulation included about forty participants and twenty
volunteers.

"Only about 1% of the Federal budget goes
toward the welfare programs and the majority
of people living in poverty do not receive
government welfare assistance."

Each participant of the simulation was assigned an identity and
background. Each participant was to plan, budget, and provide
for their family for one month. Some individuals were required
to maintain or seek employment, some went to school, while
others had to navigate through the many layers of governmental
assistance to provide for themselves and their families. In
addition to providing the means to support themselves and their
family, participants had to pay their bills, purchase groceries
and basic necessities, as well as all the other things that come
with daily life.
In order to complete these daily and weekly tasks, the participant
needed to have transportation and money to do so. Each week
was filled with chaos, frustration, and fear of the unexpected,
while trying to meet their family’s needs throughout the month.
Those participating in the simulation completed evaluations
before and after the event. Some comments made by participants
included:
• "I didn’t realize the additional emotional costs associated with
being poor in America."
• "This event was very eye-opening; there was much stress,
pressure, anxiety, fear, frustration and this was just a simulation.
There were tough decisions to make."
• "This simulation will help me be more patient, understanding,
sensitive and compassionate towards those I serve."

There are many myths about those living in poverty such as:
• “People who are poor are unmotivated and have weak work
ethics.” However, 2/3 of people living in poverty work an average
of 1.7 jobs; 83% of children from low-income families have at
least one employed parent, and close to 60% of children have at
least one parent who works full-time, year-round.
• “A huge chunk of my tax dollars supports welfare recipients.”
Actually only about 1% of the Federal budget goes toward the
welfare programs and the majority of people living in poverty
do not receive government welfare assistance.
• "Those who get on welfare stay on welfare." Statistics show that
more than half stop receiving assistance after one year.
• “Poor parents are uninvolved in their children’s learning,
largely because they do not value education.” Although
low-income parents may be less likely to attend school functions
or volunteer in school, their reasons are due to havnig less
access. These individuals are more likely to work multiple jobs,
work evenings, have jobs without paid leave, unable to afford
child care and transportation. It is not because they value
education less than wealthy parents.

"Many times we encounter those that may
be facing the barriers of living in poverty,
perhaps through our employment, the
school, grocery store or maybe the park."
Many times we encounter those that may be facing the barriers
of living in poverty, perhaps through our employment, the
school, grocery store or maybe the park.

Although this was just a simulation, each identity and
circumstances used during the month were based off a real
individual or family that went through similar events. Our goal
was to give community partners better insight as to why those
faced with poverty may sometimes miss their appointments,
fail to call ahead, or not be focused during a discussion. The
increased stress faced by those living in poverty dramatically
increases the likelihood of developing serious health conditions,
such as hypertension, heart disease and a variety of mental
health conditions.
Hopefully, through this brief simulation, members of our
community will be better equipped when working with or
interacting with those living in poverty.
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"If an

offer or sudden
communication seems
suspicious and too
good to be true, it
most likely is."

Protecting Yourself From Fraud
Learn How to Protect Yourself from Popular Scams
The Internet, and technology as a whole, have been a great
benefit to our society when used honestly. Examples of this
range from medical professionals on demand to keeping in
contact with family around the world. Unfortunately, there are
dishonest people who combine technology and old tricks to take
advantage of unsuspecting people.

education agencies, will not
initiate contact to gather your
personal information. If you
receive an unexpected phone call
from a company, hang up immediately.
If you
suspect the call was authentic, call the company back using
their official telephone number. Never send money or give out
personal information to any unexpected requests.

Some scams are timeless and will never go away, like the Nigerian
Prince (419) Scam. Other scams come and go with popularity or
calendar events, such as the "Tech Support Scam," the "Can You
Hear Me? Scam," or the "IRS Scam." For example, the IRS Scam
generally happens during tax time. This scam involves a phone
call or voicemail from someone claiming that you owe the IRS
money and legal action will be taken if you don’t pay. The IRS
will only contact you through the mail service and will never
initiate a phone call with you. The IRS Scam and many others
can be avoided by following three simple rules.

Three. If you get a pop-up on your computer or an email from
companies such as Microsoft, Dell, or Amazon, ignore the
communication and restart your computer immediately. If the
pop-up continues after restarting, immediately stop using your
device and contact a local reputable computer professional for
help. Never allow anyone you have not met to remotely access
your computer and never pay for remote computer support
services. If possible, always consider using a local reputable
computer specialist.

One. Don’t trust Caller ID and hang up on robocalls. Use your
voicemail to screen calls, if the call was important, the caller
will leave a voicemail. Scam artists and robocallers know that
most people will answer any phone call. Once you’ve answered
the call, they begin using their rehearsed tactics to earn a false
trust or even scare tactics to intimidate you. This false trust or
intimidation is then used to gather your personal or credit card
information.
Two.

Reputable

companies,

including

government

If an offer or sudden communication seems suspicious and
too good to be true, it most likely is. Remain vigilant and
remember these three rules to protect yourself. If you are
still unsure, ask a friend or perform a quick internet search
to find more information. Search for the phone number,
website or email address and include the word complaint
or scam. Above all, keep yourself educated. To learn more
about scams, visit the Federal Trade Commission’s website at
www.ftc.gov/scams.

and

Wireless Broadband Opportunity

Local Option Sales Tax Update

Mille Lacs County is considering a broadband strategy for a fixed
fiber wireless broadband service that will serve the citizens and
businesses throughout Mille Lacs County, including the rural
areas. Through an investment from the Blandin Foundation,
Mille Lacs County has partnered with Advantenon, a rural
broadband wireless service provider, to complete a community
outreach, education, and take rate survey and a tower study for
Mille Lacs County. This included surveys and public forums,
which allowed Mille Lacs County citizens to document necessary
bandwidth and price point requirements. Information can be
found at www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/wireless.

The Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) program began on January 1,
2017. This program implements a 0.5% increase in transit sales
and usage tax within the county. A total of $1,329,772 has been
collected to date. According to a third-party review done by the
U of M Extension Office, 42% of the LOST Revenue is coming
from non-county residences.

By Pat Oman, County Administrator

This information was reviewed at a County Board meeting
in 2017, with the County Board authorizing application to
secure funding from the State of Minnesota Border to Border
Broadband grant program, which provides funding for 50%
of the project cost. The Mille Lacs County application was
competitive, but did not receive an award for 2017. In 2018,
the County Board has authorized applying for three different
funding mechanisms: the State of Minnesota Border to Border
Broadband grant, the Rural Broadband Access Loan program,
and a Federal EDA grant.

By Jess Olson, Administrative Financial Manager

The first project completed was the paving of County Roads 103
and 107. This project was exclusively funded by LOST revenue.
The County has proposed through Capital Improvement Bonds
the bundling of four LOST roadway projects to be completed
in 2019. The proposed roadway projects to be completed are
County Roads 101, 106, 112, and 151. The cost to complete the
work is $9.3 million. The Capital Improvement Bonds will be
paid by the LOST revenue. The LOST program is making a
positive impact by improving the roadways of Mille Lacs County
by using funding sources other than property taxes.

In order to succesfully complete the broadband grant
applications, please provide your feedback regarding wireless
broadband needs at: HR@co.mille-lacs.mn.us.
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Arabella, Aurora, and Athena enjoying a Minnesota State Park by Jayme Winkelman Photography

Meet Your County Commissioners.

Learn how your County Commissioner can help you.
Regular County Board Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays
of the month at 9 a.m. in the Historic Courthouse. The public is
welcome to attend. If you have any questions regarding County
Board Meetings, please contact County Administrator, Pat Oman, at
320-983-8218.
Your County Commissioners have a vast array of responsibilities,
including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish policies and procedures for administration of
programs;
Review, adjust and adopt the annual county budget;
Authorize the levy and collection of property taxes throughout
the county;
Monitor the overall fiscal health of the county;
Adopt a capital improvement plan covering major county
expenditures over a series of years;
Adopt ordinances for enforcement of county-wide actions;
Approve county participation in joint powers agreements with
other governmental units;
Represent the county on administrative/advisory boards and
commissions.

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

Genny Reynolds

Timothy Wilhelm

807 N 3rd St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4613

10287 55th St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4449

Phil Peterson

13827 140th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)983-2462

Roger Tellinghuisen

District 1: City of Princeton

District 2: Princeton,
Greenbush, and Milo
Townships. City of Pease.

District 3: Milaca Township;
Cities of Foreston and Milaca.

District 4: Bogus Brook,
Borgholm, Dailey, Hayland,
Mudgett, Bradbury,Page,
Onamia and Lewis Townships;
City of Bock.
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8868 110th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)369-4273

District 5

David Oslin

39635 State Hwy 47
PO Box 377
Isle, MN 56342
(320)676-8621
District 5: Kathio, South
Harbor, Isle Harbor and East
Side Townships. Cities of Isle,
Onamia and Wahkon.
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Contact The County

Have a question or comment? We are happy to help.
Department
Administrative
Services Office

Duties

Phone Number
320-983-8218

•

Marriage Licenses, Birth, and
Death Certificates.

•

Personnel Management

•

Technology Services

•

Facility Operations

•

Budget & Financial Management

•

Property Valuation & Classification

•

Administers homestead and other
property tax programs.

Attorney's Office

•

Prosecutes Crimes

320-983-8305

AuditorTreasurer's
Office

•

Administers Property Taxes &
Elections

320-983-8310

•

Issues Passports

•

Liquor, Tobacco, Auctioneer licenses

Community
& Veterans
Services

•

Social Services & Public Health

•

Financial Assistance & Child Support

•

Veterans Services

Court
Administration

•

Collects Court Fees & Fines

•

Jury Duty

•

Hearing Dates

•

County Ditches

320-983-8232

•

Solid Waste

•

Environmental Regulations

320-983-8458
SSTS Septic Systems

•

Land Management

•

Parks & Trails

•

Recorded Land Records

•

Land Use Regulation

•

Building Permits

Probation Office

•

Supervision of juvenile &
non-felony adult offenders.

320-983-8202

Public Works

•

Maintains Bridges, County Roads,
& County State Aid Highways

320-983-8201

Sheriff's Office

•

Law Enforcement

320-983-8250

•

Custodial care of inmates.

•

Court-Related Services

Soil & Water
Conservation
District

•

Water Quality & Soil Health
Resources

320-983-2160

U of M Extension

•

4-H Extension Office

320-983-8317

Assessor's Office

Environmental
Resources

Land Services
Office

Employee insurance;
recruitment process

320-983-8399

Board agendas &
minutes

Photography Acknowledgements

320-983-8311

Thank you to Jayme Winkleman Photography for
providing the images on pages 1, 15, and 16.
Thank you to John Roxbury for providing the image
on page 10.

Land Ownership,
Escrows; Passports

320-983-8304
Property Tax

Mille Lacs County Photographer Invitation

320-983-8208

Mille Lacs County is currently seeking photographers
to submit images in consideration for the Mille Lacs
County Quarterly Newsletter.

320-983-8313

320-983-8308

All images selected for use in the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter will be properly credited to
the submitting photographer. As such, Mille Lacs
County requests that all images submitted feature a
watermark-style signature in the lower right corner of
each image. Images shall be provided to the county at
no cost.
Mille Lacs County is specifically soliciting photos
taken within the county, by local photographers.
Digital image files must consist of 300 DPI or higher.
Please contact Kara Vatalaro in the
Administrative Services Office via email at
kara.vatalaro@co.mille-lacs.mn.us
with any questions, or for additional information.

Access the latest Mille Lacs County news & announcements, permits, licenses, job listings, and more!

Stay Connected: Sign up to
receive the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter via
email! Register online at:

"Like" us on Facebook!
Stay up to date on the latest
county news, job opportunities,
and more.

www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/
QuarterlyNewsletter

www.facebook.com/
MilleLacsCounty
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Looking for a fresh career
path? Check out available job
opportunities at:
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/MilleLacs

Visit the Mille Lacs County
website for local news and
announcements, online
access to permits, licenses,
job opportunities, and more.
www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us

