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Upcoming Events
Upcoming County Board Meetings:
Tuesday, May 15, 2018
Tuesday, June 5, 2018
Mille Lacs County Property Tax
Due: May 15, 2018
Mille Lacs County Household
Hazardous Waste, Electronics, and
Appliance Recycling Events:
Thursday, May 31, 2018
Time: 3:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M.
Location: Milaca – Mille Lacs
County Public Works Building

Making a Difference
in the Community

Thursday, June 7, 2018
Time: 3:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M.
Location: Wahkon – Mille Lacs
County Public Works Building

Every day, the Mille Lacs
County Attorney’s Office
works to keep the community
safe. Learn about the work
that they do on Page 2.

Test well water for nitrates at both
events. For accepted household
hazardous waste products, please visit
the Solid Waste & Recycling webpage
or call:
Stephanie Reynolds
Solid Waste Coordinator
(320) 983-8325
http://www.co.mille-lacs. mn.us/solidwaste

Opioid & Alcohol
Release Program

Go over the Mille Lacs County
Jail Opioid and Alcohol
Release Re-entry Program
with Mille Lacs County
Sheriff Brent Lindgren.
Sheriff Lindgren explains
how the program works
and how it will benefit our
community.

Updates on
Mille Lacs Band
Developments

There have been significant
changes in the relationship
between Mille Lacs County
and the Mille Lacs Band of
Ojibwe. That relationship
affects every resident of our
area and can be reviewed
more in depth on Page 4.
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Making a Difference in the
Community

"As public servants and ministers of justice,
we have a calling to always do what is right,
and we strive to make the right decisions for
the right reasons while upholding the highest
ethical standards each and every
day - without exception."

By Joe Walsh, County Attorney

Allow me to introduce you to the Mille Lacs County Attorney’s
Office. I am Joe Walsh, and serving as your County Attorney
since 2015 has been the greatest privilege of my career.
Together with the other 7 attorneys in the office, our sole
purpose is to bring justice to the people of Mille Lacs County
without fear of those who deserve consequence for their
actions and without favor to any person based on reputation,
compensation, influence, position, or any other factors other
than the laws of the State of Minnesota and all of the facts
available to us.

punishment that fits the crime—retribution.
In many cases, we consider whether it is just to avoid lengthy
incarceration in order to give the offender the tools to be a
successful member of our community—rehabilitation.

Giving Victims a Voice

We give a voice to victims of crime. In the last two years,
the office secured grant funding for not one, but two Victim
Assistance Coordinators to communicate with victims in
Mille Lacs County and walk them through the criminal justice
system. No one asks to be a victim of crime, and it is important
that victims receive timely communication and access to all
avenues of support. Victims should have as little inconvenience
as possible. Victims need to be heard. Most importantly,
victims need to feel safe. We work hard to provide this service
in Mille Lacs County.

Drug Court

One of our current projects that we are focusing on is Drug
Court. The purpose of Drug Court is to create a holistic process
where those addicted to controlled substances can get the
support that they need to get clean. With special attention
from probation, law enforcement, treatment professionals,
attorneys, and the court, these drug offenders will have no
space to slip through the cracks. Offenders will either graduate
this 12–15+ month long program drug free or pay the criminal
consequence for their original offense. If we are successful in
giving people the tools to beat their addiction, we will reduce
future crime rates. Drug abuse drives many other crimes
including theft, burglary, identity theft, damage to property,
assaults, etc.
The only thing holding us back from formally starting Drug
Court is funding for additional probation staff, court staff, and
law enforcement to provide surveillance to these offenders.
Unfortunately, the legislature chose to fund only existing drug
courts last session and did not provide any funding for starting
new ones. Hopefully, this error is corrected in 2018. However,
that lack of funding is not stopping us from doing what we can
to give offenders the tools to address their addictions now. One
of these tools is a voluntary program to provide Vivitrol—a drug
that reduces cravings for opiates—to inmates at the Mille Lacs
County Jail.

Law enforcement gathers facts and represents the eyes and
ears of our office. When law enforcement discovers that a
crime may have been committed, the case is submitted to
our office for review. In 2017, our office reviewed 1,656 adult
criminal cases and charged 1,144 of them.

Additional Duties

While criminal prosecution is our primary function, we also
have many other duties. We represent all of the county officers
and departments, including Community and Veterans Services,
who is responsible for all child protection matters in Mille Lacs
County. We must provide legal advice to the County Board, who
has the sole responsibility to make the political decisions on
behalf of the County.

The process of reviewing criminal cases is so important that
there is a special rule that applies only to prosecutors. In
determining which cases to prosecute, we must consider that
all offenders are innocent until proven guilty. We do not have
the luxury of considering only the facts favorable to us to
advocate for our client; we have a responsibility to carefully
weigh the evidence before taking action. We must work to
make sure that no one’s rights are violated. We must ensure the
right to a fair trial to both the defendant and the State.

As public servants and ministers of justice,
we have a calling to always do what is right,
and we strive to make the right decisions
for the right reasons while upholding
the highest ethical standards each and
every day - without exception. There are
startlingly few jobs in the legal profession
that give attorneys this freedom from
outside influence, and it is an honor and a
privilege to give this public service to the
people of Mille Lacs County.

We also have the responsibility of making sure that criminals
are accountable for their actions. We do this for 4 primary
purposes. We advocate to punish offenders to make sure that
they do not commit crimes in the future—specific deterrence.
We advocate to punish offenders to set an example for others
not to commit the same crime—general deterrence. With
particularly heinous crimes, we advocate for a serious
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Mille Lacs County Opioid & Alcohol
Release Program

Treating Addiction Through Behavioral Therapy and Medication
Sheriff Brent Lindgren has implemented the Mille Lacs County Jail Opioid and
Alcohol Release Re-entry Program. This program has several partners including
Mille Lacs County Jail, Recovering Hope Treatment Center, Freedom Center and
Mille Lacs Health Systems. The program is a partnership between the entities to
incorporate a relapse prevention, re-entry program. This program is designed
to assist inmates by providing them tools through medicine and counseling to
manage and treat their opioid and/or alcohol dependence through MedicationAssisted Treatment (MAT). MAT combines behavioral therapy and medications to
treat substance use disorders.
Vivitrol is a blocking medicine that blocks the ‘high’ that alcohol and
opiates/heroin provide therefore extending the sobriety and aiding in recovery
to provide a chemical free re-entry into the community upon release. This
medication is utilized in combination with chemical dependency assessment,
inpatient/outpatient chemical dependency treatment if appropriate as well as
psychiatric medication management if warranted. Vivitrol is different than
suboxone or methadone in that there is no risk for diversion, resale or misuse.

“

We can continue to
arrest and incarcerate
individuals who choose
to use illegal drugs and
watch the revolving doors
of the Jail and Justice
System, or...provide the
needed medicine and
supportive treatment,
accompanied with
counseling, to try to end
the destructive path they
may have put themselves
on. ”

Sheriff Lindgren stated “We have all heard that recovery is a long road and we
are trying to extend participants recovery past the exit doors of the Jail. Sadly,
there are many inmates in the Mille Lacs County Jail that have dependence on
either alcohol or opioids, and they do not want to return to jail or continue on
their destructive paths which could eventually cost them their life if not treated or
helped.”
Mille Lacs County Sheriff Lindgren and Jail Administration are seeking to
implement a new voluntary path for individuals to maintain sobriety upon release
from jail by entering into counseling with medicine and medication assisted
treatment by all partnering entities.
Sheriff Lindgren explains how their program works. “Upon intake into the Mille
Lacs County Jail, Detention Staff will gather appropriate information from
volunteering participants about their drug usage history. During their sobering
stay, insurance eligibility will be determined and a chemical dependency
assessment will be performed at the Jail. Qualifying individuals will be eligible
to receive a Vivitrol injection free of charge as sponsored by ALKERMES, the
drug manufacturer. Upon release from jail and re-entry into the community, the
volunteering participant will be transported to Freedom Center by Mille Lacs
County Sheriff’s Office for an initial assessment and to discuss the importance of
continued participation in outpatient Chemical Dependency.”
“Within two weeks there is a behavioral health diagnostic assessment with
Recovery Hope Treatment Center at Holy Cross Center in Onamia, which is in
collaboration with Freedom Center. Psychiatric and medical providers from
Recovering Hope Treatment Center will manage their aftercare, psychiatric and
relapse prevention, along with medication assisted therapy. Every 28 days Vivitrol
will be made available to the volunteering participant(s) who desires to use this
program to fight their opioid and/or alcohol dependency.”
Sheriff Lindgren says “We can continue to arrest and incarcerate individuals who
choose to use illegal drugs and watch the cycle repeat itself over and over again by
entering the revolving doors of the Jail and Justice System, or we can look to enter
into new partnerships with community stakeholders and supportive partners who
can provide the needed medicine and supportive treatment, accompanied with
counseling, to try to end the destructive path they may have put themselves on.
At the Sheriff’s office, we have decided the latter is a positive option to pursue with
the individual seeking help and volunteering to save their own life with some help
from others.”
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Finding Help with
Chemical Dependency
Mille Lacs County Community and
Veterans Services can complete a
chemical dependency evaluation,
also known as a Rule 25, if someone
does not have insurance, if they
have straight Medical Assistance,
or if they are on Medicare. If you
have private insurance or UCare,
Medica or Blue Cross (through the
County), you will need to call your
insurance company to complete the
chemical dependency evaluation.
Contact Mille Lacs County regarding
the Rule 25 Chemical Dependency
Evaluation at 320-983-8208.
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Update on Mille Lacs Band Developments
By Randy Thompson, Mille Lacs County Tribal Attorney
Over the past two years, there have been
significant changes in the relationship
between Mille Lacs County and the
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe. Because
that relationship affects every resident
of our area, it’s worth reviewing what’s
happened during this period, areas
where the relationship is working well,
where it’s not and issues that we are
working to address going forward.

A (Brief) History of Our Cooperative
Law Enforcement Agreements
In 1991, Mille Lacs became the first
Minnesota county to enter into
a Cooperative Law Enforcement
Agreement with a Native American Tribe
when the County and the Mille Lacs Band
worked together to support the passage
of Minn. Stat. § 626.90. The statute
allowed the Band to exercise state law
enforcement authority within Mille Lacs
County under a Mutual Aid/Cooperative
Agreement with the Mille Lacs County
Sheriff. The agreement remained in
place for 16 years, until 2007, when the
Band cancelled the agreement. A new
agreement was negotiated and signed in
January 2008 and remained in place until
it was revoked by the County on June 21,
2016.
Among the reasons cited for the County’s
action was concern that the Band was
improperly citing the 1991 statute as
confirming the existence of the original
1855 Mille Lacs Reservation; concern
about whether the Band was willing
to follow Minnesota law regarding the
exercise of law enforcement authority;
and concern that the relationship
between the County and the Band
regarding law enforcement authority
was no longer cooperative. The County
Resolution revoking the agreement
further stated that the criminal justice
system should not be used as a tool to
address boundary issues between the
Mille Lacs Band and Mille Lacs County.
Despite these concerns, however, the
County stated its desire to negotiate a
new Cooperative Agreement with the
Mille Lacs Band.
Since then, the County and the Band
have, at the urging of Governor
Dayton, been engaged in a mediation
process to settle their differences and
to – hopefully – lay the foundation for a
new Cooperative Agreement. The first
mediation sessions were facilitated by
the Minnesota Bureau of Mediation
Services, but ended without a new
cooperative agreement in June 2017.

Governor Dayton, in the fall of 2017,
again strongly urged the parties to
return to mediation, this time before
retired Judge Arthur Boylan who has
helped mediate numerous matters since
stepping down from the federal bench.
Several mediation sessions have been
held with Judge Boylan since November
2017, and while no additional sessions
are currently scheduled, those mediation
efforts are continuing.

Tribal Law Enforcement
Act/Assumption of Federal
Concurrent Criminal Jurisdiction
In 2013, the Mille Lacs Band applied to
the federal government for the right
to assume federal concurrent criminal
law enforcement jurisdiction in Indian
country in Mille Lacs County. Because
Minnesota is what’s known as a “Public
Law 280 State,” meaning the state is
authorized to assume criminal, as
well as civil, jurisdiction in matters
involving Native Americans and others
in Indian country, Mille Lacs County
opposed the Band’s request, believing
it was unnecessary from a public safety
perspective. In addition, the County
argued, a grant of federal concurrent
criminal jurisdiction would likely trigger
a reservation boundary dispute.
In January 2016, however, the federal
government announced that it was
approving the Band’s request for federal
concurrent criminal jurisdiction effective
January 1, 2017. The assumption of
federal concurrent criminal jurisdiction
was granted throughout the original 1855
Reservation boundaries, which comprise
the three Mille Lacs townships of Isle
Harbor, South Harbor and Kathio, the
three northern townships that wrap
around the southern half of Lake Mille
Lacs.
For reasons that remain unclear, the
opinion by the Department of Interior’s
Solicitor General – known as the
“M-Opinion” – was dated November 20,
2015, but was not shared with Mille Lacs
County for approximately five months
by the Mille Lacs Band and the U.S.
Attorney’s office. Even so, the process of
implementing the decision continued
and in December 2016, the Mille Lacs
Band and the federal Bureau of Indian
Affairs entered into an agreement giving
Mille Lacs Band police officers the right
to exercise federal law enforcement
authority within Indian country in Mille
Lacs County.
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In addition to the underlying
disagreement on the need for and
the appropriateness of a concurrent
criminal jurisdiction, the Band and the
County also disagree on the question
of what constitutes Indian country in
Mille Lacs County: The Band claims that
it is the entire 61,000-acre reservation
established by the 1855 treaty that
created the Mille Lacs reservation. The
County and the State of Minnesota have
long held that the 1855 Reservation was
disestablished and that Indian country
in Mille Lacs County is the land held in
trust by the United States for the benefit
of the Mille Lacs Band or its members.
The total trust land is approximately
3,500 acres.

The Mille Lacs Band Sues
Mille Lacs County
In November 2017, the Mille Lacs Band
filed a lawsuit in United States District
Court seeking a ruling on the extent of
the Mille Lacs Band’s criminal authority
as well as a request for the determination
of the reservation boundary issues.
This is only the latest in a series of legal
actions on this topic reaching back
more than a century to the U.S. Supreme
Court, which ruled in 1913 that the Band
had “relinquished” the Reservation
established in 1855.
Among the Band’s requests in the current
lawsuit is the ability to conduct tribal and
federal criminal investigations of nonIndians on public right-of-ways and land
privately owned by non-Indians within
the three townships of Isle Harbor, South
Harbor and Kathio. The Band’s current
lawsuit is in its preliminary stages and
will likely take several years before a
final determination is made, following
any appeals. The County, in turn, has
filed a counterclaim asking the court
to affirm that the 1855 Reservation was
disestablished.
Despite the legal proceedings by the
parties, the County and the Band
continue to look for areas of shared
interest. The County remains committed
to the current mediation process and to
continue good-faith efforts to negotiate a
new cooperative state law enforcement
agreement with the Mille Lacs Band.
By: Randy V. Thompson, Esq.
NOLAN, THOMPSON & LEIGHTON, PLC
5001 American Blvd. W., Suite 595
Bloomington, MN 55437
Telephone No. 952-405-7171
E-mail: rthompson@nmtlaw.com
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Three Simple Recycling Rules

By Stephanie Reynolds, Solid Waste Coordinator
Did you know that recycling 50 plastic bottles saves
enough electricity to power a laptop for 127.1 hours?
Recycling helps reduce our need for virgin resources,
but recycling properly is key or all our efforts are lost.
Remember these three simple rules when preparing to
recycle:
1. Rinse. Make sure to rinse all plastics, aluminum, tin
and glass.
2. Check. Check with the County to see what materials
are accepted at the drop site locations. Some products,
such as those with a plastic or wax liner (e.g. frozen
food boxes) are not recyclable.
3. No plastic bags! Plastic bags are the number one
contaminant at sorting facilities - Material Recovery
Facilities (MRF’s). If you carry your recyclables in plastic
bags, make sure to empty the recyclables from the
plastic bags. Plastic bags can be recycled at many local
businesses, such as Coborn’s in Princeton.

The Wide-Ranging Benefits of Trees
By Jake Janski, SWCD Supervisor; District 3.

www.MilleLacsSWCD.org
Mille Lacs County is a historically forested county with areas
of the economy rooted in the timber industry. Over time,
forests across our landscape have been lost or fragmented.
Many of our neighbors counter these losses by adding trees
back onto their landscapes, yards, farms and woodlands.
Planting trees has a wide array of benefits and is an important
investment in our future.

Remember, rinse your recyclables, check to see what
materials are accepted, and no plastic bags!
Recycling Drop Sites Hours and Locations:
Milaca: 205 2nd Ave NE
Monday and Wednesday: 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Friday and Saturday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

The Mille Lacs Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
provides annual sales of affordable trees (and shrubs) to
residents. With spring approaching, the 2018 SWCD annual
tree sale is in full swing. If you’ve considered adding trees to
your own property, or tried to convince your neighbors to do
so, here are some benefits of trees that may inspire action.

Princeton: 10039 55th Street (Princeton Town Hall)
Wednesday: 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Friday and Saturday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Kathio: 44364 Timber Trail Road (Kathio Town Hall)
1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00
P.M.

Native Trees: There are countless varieties of trees available,
but native trees provide the widest range of benefits to our
community. They can adapt to our broad range of soil types
and withstand our cold winters. All trees sold by the SWCD
are carefully selected for Mille Lacs County and are native to
Minnesota.

Onamia: 35617 125th Ave
Every Monday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Isle: 465 Isle Street West
2nd and 4th Saturday of each month: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00
P.M.

Diversity: Adding a variety of trees and shrubs to the
landscape can replicate the historic mix of trees in the
county and allows for the highest rate of success. Planting
an assortment of trees can help deter pests and disease, like
emerald ash borer, larch beetles and oak wilt.
Habitat: Many trees are an essential food source for numerous
birds and mammals. The fruits, cones, nuts and seeds they
produce are used year-round to sustain wildlife. Beyond that,
trees are also a vital food source for pollinators. Many trees,
like basswood, maples, aspens, and willow, produce tiny
flowers early in the spring. They are an excellent early food
source that bees and other beneficial insects need.
Absorption: Trees reduce many negative environmental
impacts simply by their presence. Actively growing trees
reduce flooding by absorbing immense quantities of water,
up to 100 gallons per day. They also absorb excess fertilizer
and nutrients, keeping them out of surface and ground water
systems. Trees have extensive root systems that stabilize soils
to prevent erosion caused by water or wind.
And there are so many more great reasons to plant trees.
Shade, timber products, nesting sites, filtering the air,
supporting a tree house (or deer stand!), and the list goes on.
Every single tree improves the overall health of our county.
Contact the Mille Lacs SWCD at (320) 983-2160 for more
information on native trees and become a part of the
county-wide tree planting effort!
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2018 Road Construction Projects
By Bruce Cochran, County Engineer

Spring is in the air, meaning winter is over and road
construction season is just around the corner. Road
construction season is more than orange barrels and detours,
it’s a chance to address maintenance and safety activities to
assure you get home at end of the day.
County and local roadway construction and maintenance
activities are funded from a combination of local, state and
federal sources. In some cases revenue is generated and spent
locally, in other cases funds collected by the state and federal
government are distributed to the County, townships and small
cities.

Federal aid, trunk highway funds, state grant funds, and local
revenue will be used to construct a roundabout on MNTH
95 at the intersection with County Road 157. This is located
just north of Walmart on the west side of Princeton. Work is
expected to start in April and be complete at the end of June.
Mille Lacs County is acting as the fiscal agent.

The primary function of the Mille Lacs County Public Works
Department is to facilitate construction and maintenance
activities on County State Aid Highways and County Roads. The
County also acts as a fiscal agent for the townships and small
cities. As the fiscal agent, the County receives and distributes
state aid and federal aid funds for specific projects.

State bridge funds and local funds will be used to replace the
Malone Island Bridge. The bridge is located in the City of Isle.
Work is expected to start in June and be complete in October.
A temporary bridge will provide access to the island during
construction. Mille Lacs County is acting as the fiscal agent.

Listed below are the major construction projects scheduled for
2018:
Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) revenue is being used to
improve high volume gravel roads that do not qualify for state
aid funds. The first roads to be improved with LOST funds
are County Roads 103 and 107. This segment of roadway
is located just south of Onamia and west of USTH 169. The
grading (earthwork) was done in the fall of 2017. The paving is
scheduled for early summer 2018.

In addition to construction activities, Mille Lacs County
provides routine maintenance activities on county state aid
highways and county roads such as: roadside mowing, gravel
road grading, crackfilling, culvert maintenance, pothole
patching, sign maintenance and pavement markings. Routine
maintenance activities will continue into the autumn of the
year until the weather is no longer cooperative.

County state aid revenue is funding improvement on County
State Aid Highway 22 (Quail Road). CSAH 22 intersects USTH
169 about a mile south of Onamia. Work on CSAH 22 began
in 2017 and includes a revised alignment, which eliminates
two curves that did not meet design standards. CSAH 22 is
scheduled to be paved in early summer of 2018.

When traveling through a work zone or in the vicinity of a
maintenance activity, remember these safety tips:
• Stay alert
• Obey posted speed limits
• Expect work zones to constantly change
• Never enter a road blocked with barriers or cones
• Stay off cell phones and mobile devices
• Be patient. Expect delays, especially during peak travel
times

County state aid funds and federal aid funds will be used
to improve a 5-mile segment of CSAH 4 (85th Avenue). The
project will start at CSAH 2 (140th Street) and end at CSAH 12E
(90th Street). The scope of work includes new culverts, a wider
pavement and shoulders, and gentler ditch slopes to meet
safety requirements. Construction will start in mid-summer
and be complete in September.

Safety is our number one priority, please make it yours.
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Building Construction:

Historic Court House Upgrades

By Michele McPherson, Land Services Director

Mille Lacs County Facility Operations is currently working on
multiple projects to increase energy efficiency. We have begun
by replacing the boiler controls for the Historic Court House
boilers. This vital upgrade allows us to run a more efficient
system, therefore saving more money.

What You Need to Know Before You Start

By Joe Ahner, Facility Operations Manager

Spring has arrived and thoughts of new additions, pole barns,
garages or even a new house might be foremost in your mind.
Mille Lacs County requires permits prior to construction,
so here are some things to consider as you prepare to start
construction:

In addition, we are currently writing bid specifications for the
replacement of all storm windows in the Historic Court House.
Updated windows will increase energy efficiency and reduce
drafts. Both projects are being funded with grants awarded
through the Minnesota Historical Society’s State Capital
Grants-in-Aid program. We are excited for these projects and
the benefits they will provide for Mille Lacs County.

For most projects, both a Building Permit and Certificate
of Allowed Use application must be completed. There are
exceptions, but all projects, at a minimum, require completion
of a Certificate of Allowed Use application. Some projects that
are exempt from a building permit are: accessory (storage)
buildings less than 200 square feet, decks less than 30 inches
high and not attached, and storage buildings of any size used
for agricultural purposes on land classified for tax purposes
as agriculture. Your project may also require a septic permit
application or a 911 address application if the parcel does not
have an address.

Verizon Vehicle Transponders
By Michael Virnig,
Technology Services Manager

Building Permit applications must include two sets of
construction plans which show how the project will be
constructed. For residential projects, you do not need to hire
an architect or contractor to draw your plans, but they need
to be dimensioned and readable. Certificates of Allowed Use
applications must include a site plan showing the property
boundaries, all buildings and the distances to property lines,
other buildings, the road centerline, and the well/septic
system. A survey is not required, but the site plan should be
dimensioned and readable.

Mille Lacs County has recently installed the Verizon
NetworkFleet fleet management program in all County and
Public Works vehicles including autos, pickups, plow trucks
and heavy equipment. This program provides data to better
manage the fleet.
There are many benefits to this program, beginning with staff
safety. Each vehicle in this program is enrolled in Roadside
Assistance; this package provides services such as towing, tire
repair, locked doors, gas delivery and other services for staff in
distress. An additional safety feature is vehicle tracking; this
provides vehicle location in near real-time. We can now locate
a vehicle in trouble quickly.

Septic compliance inspections are required for projects located
in Shoreland zoning districts (within 1,000 feet of a lake) and in
the Wild and Scenic River zoning district, or for projects which
include a bedroom.

Cost saving benefits provided by this program include reduced
fuel consumption through monitoring vehicle speeds and idle
times (time a vehicle spends parked with the engine running).
Another cost benefit is realized using vehicle speed alerts
leading to improved driving habits and reduced accident risks.

Permits for maintenance activities such as a new roof, siding,
or to replace doors and windows (with no change to the
opening) cost $47.50 and can be issued over the counter while
you wait. Permits for other projects require review and take
anywhere from seven to 14 business days depending on the
workload.

Vehicle maintenance is another benefit that directs diagnostic
information alerts and scheduled maintenance reminders
directly to the vehicle managers and mechanics. This will also
provide data to assist in identifying vehicles to be replaced with
more efficient models.

In-house staff, including a building official, are available
to answer your questions about obtaining permits for your
project. Applications are available online by visiting the Land
Services Office page on the County’s website.
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How to Appeal the Value or
Classification of Your Property

Every year the assessor conducts a sales study to determine
how their estimated market values compare to the values
established by actual sales. On average the assessor’s
estimated market value must fall within 90% to 105% of what
comparable properties have sold for. If any changes have
been identified in the real estate market, a new estimated
value is determined each year for properties whose value has
been affected. If the use of the property has changed since the
last assessment, a new classification is also determined for the
new year assessment.
Each spring the assessor sends property owners a Notice of
Valuation and Classification Statement. When you receive
your notice it will indicate the new year’s estimated market
value and classification of your property. Read your notice
carefully. If you have any questions or concerns with the value
or classification of your property and wish to make an appeal,
please contact the assessor’s office.
The appeals process can best be addressed by doing the
following:
First, contact the Mille Lacs County Assessor’s office and verify
the accuracy of the information for your property such as
building dimensions, age, and condition of the structures as
well as the land breakdown. Also, have the assessor explain
the criteria used to determine the value and classification
of your property. You can also schedule a time when the
assessor can inspect the interior and exterior of your property
if it has not been done recently. It is important to note that
Minnesota Statute does not allow the Local Board of Appeal
& Equalization to make a change favoring a taxpayer if the
assessor was not allowed to inspect the property.

If your township board or city council has chosen to
transfer their board powers to the County Board of Appeal &
Equalization, then your Notice of Valuation & Classification
will direct you to begin your appeal via the open book
meetings. The townships of Bradbury, East Side, Greenbush,
Milaca, and the cities of Bock, Foreston, Isle, Milaca, Onamia,
Pease and Wahkon have transferred their local boards of
review. Open book meetings will be held for these districts on
Friday, April 20th and Friday, April 27th between 8:00 am and
4:00 pm.
Third, if the local board chooses to forward your appeal to
the County Board of Appeal & Equalization or you are not
satisfied with the decision made at the Local Board of Appeal
& Equalization you are then able to present your appeal to
the County Board of Appeal & Equalization which will be
held on Monday, June 11th at 6:00 pm. Please call for an
appointment. It is necessary to appeal to your Local Board of
Appeal & Equalization if your district has one before you can
appeal at the County Board. Here again the assessor will be
there to answer questions and the county board will make the
decisions.

Second, if you and the assessor are not able to agree on the
property valuation or classification, you can make a formal
appeal. You can present your appeal to your Local Board
of Appeal & Equalization. Your scheduled meeting date,
time and location are found at the bottom of your Notice of
Valuation and Classification Statement. We ask that you call
the assessor’s office to schedule an appointment with the local
board of appeal.

If you are not satisfied with the decision of the County
Board of Appeal & Equalization you may also appeal to the
Minnesota Tax Court. To do this, you must complete and file
the Minnesota Tax Court Form 7, Real Property Tax Petition by
April 30th of the year the tax becomes payable. For example,
if you appealed your 2018 assessment at Local Board of Appeal
& Equalization in April, and the County Board of Appeal &
Equalization in June, you would need to file an appeal with the
Minnesota Tax Court no later than April 30th, 2019.

You can appeal your property’s market value and/or
classification if you think your property is:

More information on Minnesota Tax Court can be found online at
www.taxcourt.state.mn.us or by calling 651-296-2806.

•

Classified improperly

•

Valued higher or lower than the market allows

•

Valued differently from similar properties in your area

For additional information, contact the Mille Lacs County Assessor’s
office or the MN Department of Revenue.
(website: www.revenue.state.mn.us)
Mille Lacs County Assessor's Office
Phone: 320-983-8311 · Website: www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/assessor

You have the ability to make your appeal by appearing in
person, by sending a letter or other written communication
or have someone else appear for you. You are encouraged to
bring documentation that supports your property’s value and
classification such as a recent appraisal of your property, real
estate listings or sales of similar properties that are located in
your area, photographs of your property, etc.

NOTE: Your assessor is not responsible for the dollar amount of
property taxes you pay. Tax rates are determined by your local
taxing authorities (city, county, school districts, etc.) which are
based on levies. The Boards of Appeal are only allowed to address
the estimated market value and property classification for the
current year (not prior years). They are not allowed to act on appeals
concerning tax dollars or your tax statement.

The assessor will be there to answer questions and the board
will make the decision. If you are satisfied with the decision
made by the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization, the
assessor’s office will make any changes to your parcel record.
Remember, the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization cannot
make any change favoring a taxpayer if the assessor was not
allowed to inspect the property.

Minnesota Statutes require the assessor to physically inspect
properties at least once in every five year interval.
This re-inspection process is called the “quintile” assessment
process. This year’s quintile includes the districts of:
Bradbury, Dailey, Lewis, Mudgett, Kathio, Isle Harbor and
the City of Princeton.
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Auditor-Treasurer News

Duties of the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office

The Auditor-Treasurer is designated by the Secretary of State
as Registrar of Voters, and chief custodian of official voter
registration and election records. The Auditor-Treasurer is
responsible for conducting the primary and general elections
during the even numbered years, as well as any special
county-wide elections. The Auditor-Treasurer is responsible
for training election judges and officials, printing ballots,
acting as filing officer for county races, distributing absentee
ballots to those who will be unable to vote on Election Day,
and tabulating the election results from the 25 precincts in the
county.

New Electronic Poll Book Equipment

This year we are planning on using grant money provided by
the 2017 State Legislature to purchase electronic poll book
equipment. This would change the process slightly when
checking in at the polling place on Election Day. Instead of
paging through the paper roster to find names and signing on
the line in the roster, voter names can be either entered into a
tablet or swipe your driver’s license and your information would
appear on the screen. You can then sign with a stylus, a voter
receipt will be printed and then proceed to get your ballot to
vote. This system will be a great help with the gaining popularity
of absentee voting, as the old rosters needed to be updated to
reflect the early voting so the election judges out at the polling
place could determine which voters have already voted. With
the electronic poll books, the update for absentee voting is
almost instantaneous and will help streamline the process. New
registrations on Election Day can also be easily handled with the
same equipment and voter records will be instantly uploaded
into the Statewide Voter Registration System.

Public Works Projects

By Kevin Schultz, Highway Maintenance
Superintendent
Spring is a busy time of year for maintenance for the
Public Works Department, as Public Works crews are busy
cleaning up the final traces of winter. Steaming culverts,
while clearing ice and snow dams from ditches, allows
both culverts and ditches to flow correctly. Our crews have
already started crack-sealing county roads, with high hopes
of completing this project by June. Brushing operations are
tailing off for the season and will restart as conditions allow.
Public Works will also be out washing bridges to remove salt
and debris from the winter months.
When the road restrictions are off and warmer weather
hits, Public Works operations will turn to graveling and
shouldering on various roadways. As we step into noxious
weed season, we will be spraying weeds south of Highway 23
and mowing weeds to the north of Highway 23. Right-of-way
mowing will also be done throughout the county as needed.
The Mille Lacs County Public Works will have many crews
at various locations throughout the county. Keeping both
you and our crews safe is our first priority, so please be alert
and use great caution when coming across Public Works
crews and their operations. We look forward to a safe and
productive summer.
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Child Care Assistance Program
Daycare is expensive. We can help.

Minnesota Child Supervision
Guidelines*
*DISCLAIMER: As a parent, you must assess your child’s
maturity and responsibility level. While your child may meet
the age requirements, they may not possess the appropriate
capacity to care for themselves or others and manage
emergency situations without adult supervision.
This information can be found on page 49 of the Minnesota
Child Maltreatment Screening Guidelines.
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-5144-ENG
Age of Child

Supervision Time
Restrictions

7 & Under

Cannot be left home alone
under any circumstances

8-10

Up to 3 hours

11-13

Up to 12 hours

The Child Care Assistance program is a wonderful resource to
help families pay daycare costs to be able to work. Each county
in Minnesota receives an allocation from the state to fund the
Child Care Assistance program. If the amount paid out for Child
Care Assistance in a county exceeds the funding allocation, the
county will put a waiting list in place and no longer be able to
approve new Child Care Assistance applications, until funding
again becomes available.

14-15

Up to 24 hours

16-17

May be unsupervised in
excess of 24 hours with a plan
in place concerning (1) How
to respond to an emergency
and (2) How basic needs of
child will be met.

During 2016 and several months of 2017, Mille Lacs County had
a Waiting List in place. At that time, many families were denied
Child Care Assistance due to a lack of available funding and
placed on a Waiting List.

Age of Child

Childcare Time Restrictions

10 & Under

Cannot provide childcare
under any circumstances

11-13

Up to 12 hours

14-15

Up to 24 hours

16-17

May provide childcare in
excess of 24 hours with
adequate adult back up
supervision.

Mille Lacs County has since lifted the Child Care Assistance
Waiting List and has funding available for eligible families.
Many families that had previously requested Child Care
Assistance, and were placed on the Waiting List, did not
complete an application after the Waiting List was lifted and
many of those families that did submit an application, did
not follow through by submitting required verifications to
determine eligibility.
If our yearly county allocation is not used, those funds are
returned to the state to be redistributed to other counties
for their Child Care Assistance programs, and the funding
allocation in subsequent years will be reduced, which will then
result in a future need for another Child Care Assistance Waiting
List being put in place.
If you, or another Mille Lacs County family you are aware of,
would benefit from receiving help paying daycare costs, please
contact Mille Lacs County to request an application.
Income limits for Child Care Assistance are based on family
size. For a housing size of two, the annual income entrance
limit for Child Care Assistance is $30,730; household size of
three, $37,961; four, $45,192; five, $52,422; six, $59,653; etc.
Each parent applying for Child Care Assistance must be in an
approved activity to be eligible, such as employment of at least
20 hours per week.
For more information or to request an application for Child Care
Assistance, Mille Lacs County residents, please call
320-983-8208.

Foster Care & Adoptive Families:
You give hope to the future.

Mille Lacs County Community and Veterans Services would like
to take a moment to recognize all of our licensed foster care
providers in May’s celebration of Child Foster Care Appreciation
Month.
Our foster families go above and beyond to help Mille Lacs
County kids in need. They keep their hearts and homes available
during all hours of the day and night, ready to rock babies, kiss
boo boos and help a child feel safe.
Foster care comes with its own unique set of challenges. We
ask our foster families to love children as if they are their own
until a child can be reunited with their parents or family. Foster
care placements are a guarantee that your heart will experience
happiness and joy by fostering children who need them.
Mille Lacs County is constantly searching for new child foster
care providers. We are currently in need of homes willing to
provide respite placements for children. We are searching for
families willing and able to take teens into their home. We also
frequently need homes for sibling groups of three or more.
If you feel your heart drawing you to this opportunity, please
contact Mille Lacs County Community and Veterans Services at
320-983-8208 or visit our foster care webpage at:
www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/childfostercare
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National Child Abuse Prevention Month

Mille Lacs County Community and Veterans Services encourages you to stand up for children and help make
children’s lives safe and healthy.
April has been designated as National Child Abuse Prevention
Month. Below are guidelines that may be useful in preventing
child abuse. Children depend on adults to care and nurture
them and together as a community we can work towards
eliminating child abuse.
Child Abuse Prevention Guidelines
•

Never discipline your child when your anger is out of control.

•

Participate in your child’s activities and get to know your child’s
friends.

•

Never leave your child unattended, especially in the car.

•

Teach your child to use their voice to allow them to prevent abuse
in their own life.

•

Ask questions; for example, when your child tells you he or she
doesn’t want to be with someone, this could be a red flag.

•

Listen to them and believe what they say.

•

Be aware of changes in your child’s behavior or attitude and
inquire into it.

•

Teach your child what to do if you and your child become
separated while away from home.

•

Teach your child the correct names of his/her private body parts.

•

Be alert for any talk that reveals premature sexual understanding.

•

Pay attention when someone shows greater than normal interest
in your child.

•

Make certain your child’s school or day care center will release
him/her only to you or someone you officially designate.

To learn more about child abuse prevention, call the Childhelp
National Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-4-A-CHILD®
(1-800-422-4453). The 24/7 hotline is staffed with professional
counselors who offer information about child abuse prevention
as well as crisis intervention, literature and referrals to
thousands of emergency, social service and support resources.
If you become aware of a situation where you believe a child
may be abused or neglected please contact your local law
enforcement agency or Mille Lacs County Child Protection
Intake at 320-983-8246.

Meet Your County Commissioners.

Learn how your County Commissioner can help you.

Regular County Board Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9 a.m. in the Historic Courthouse. The public is
welcome to attend. If you have any questions regarding County Board Meetings, please contact County Administrator, Pat Oman, at
320-983-8218.
Your County Commissioners have a vast array of responsibilities, including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish policies and procedures for administration of programs;
Review, adjust and adopt the annual county budget;
Authorize the levy and collection of property taxes throughout the county;
Monitor the overall fiscal health of the county;
Adopt a capital improvement plan covering major county expenditures over a series of years;
Adopt ordinances for enforcement of county-wide actions;
Approve county participation in joint powers agreements with other governmental units;
Represent the county on administrative/advisory boards and commissions.

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

Genny Reynolds

Timothy Wilhelm

807 N 3rd St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4613

10287 55th St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4449

Phil Peterson

13827 140th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)983-2462

Roger Tellinghuisen

District 1: City of Princeton

District 2: Princeton,
Greenbush, and Milo
Townships. City of Pease.

District 3: Milaca Township;
Cities of Foreston and Milaca.

District 4: Bogus Brook,
Borgholm, Dailey, Hayland,
Mudgett, Bradbury,Page,
Onamia and Lewis Townships;
City of Bock.

11

8868 110th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)369-4273

District 5

David Oslin

39635 State Hwy 47
PO Box 377
Isle, MN 56342
(320)676-8621
District 5: Kathio, South
Harbor, Isle Harbor and East
Side Townships. Cities of Isle,
Onamia and Wahkon.
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Contact The County

Have a question or comment? We are happy to help.
Department
Administrative
Services Office

Duties

Phone Number
320-983-8218

•

Marriage Licenses, Birth, and
Death Certificates.

•

Personnel Management

•

Technology Services

•

Facility Operations

•

Budget & Financial Management

•

Property Valuation & Classification

•

Administers homestead and other
property tax programs.

Attorney's Office

•

Prosecutes Crimes

320-983-8305

AuditorTreasurer's
Office

•

Administers Property Taxes &
Elections

320-983-8310

•

Issues Passports

•

Liquor, Tobacco, Auctioneer licenses

Community
& Veterans
Services

•

Social Services

•

Financial Assistance & Child Support

•

Veterans Services & Public Health

Court
Administration

•

Collects Court Fees & Fines

•

Jury Duty

•

Hearing Dates

•

County Ditches

•

Solid Waste

•

Environmental Regulations

•

Land Management

•

Parks & Trails

•

Recorded Land Records

•

Land Use Regulation

•

Building Permits

Probation Office

•

Supervision of juvenile &
non-felony adult offenders.

320-983-8202

Public Works

•

Maintains Bridges, County Roads,
& County State Aid Highways

320-983-8201

Assessor's Office

Environmental
Resources

Land Services
Office

Sheriff's Office

18
"
)

Employee insurance;
recruitment process

Mille Lacs Lake

East
Side

320-983-8399

Board agendas &
minutes

City of
Wahkon

Kathio

City of Isle

320-983-8311

"
)47
City of
Onamia

"
)27

Land Ownership,
Escrows; Passports

Isle
Harbor

South
Harbor

Bradbury

Lewis

Onamia

320-983-8304
Property Tax

320-983-8208

®

320-983-8313

Dailey

Mudgett

t
u
169

January, 2013

320-983-8232

County
Commissioner
Districts
Mille Lacs County, Minnesota

Page
Hayland

320-983-8458
SSTS Septic Systems

320-983-8308

Milaca

Borgholm
City of
Milaca

City of
Bock

23
"
)

City of
Foreston

City of
Pease

Law Enforcement

•

Custodial care of inmates.

•

Court-Related Services

Soil & Water
Conservation
District

•

Water Quality & Soil Health
Resources

U of M Extension

•

Board of Commissioners
District 1 Genny Reynolds
District 2 Timothy Wilhelm

Milo

320-983-8250

•

Bogus
Brook

District 3 Phil Peterson
District 4 Roger Tellinghuisen
District 5 David Oslin

Greenbush

320-983-2160

Princeton
95
"
)

4-H Extension Office

320-983-8317
Mille Lacs County Land Services Offices
Historic Courthouse, Milaca, Minnesota

City of Princeton

Access the latest Mille Lacs County news & announcements, permits, licenses, job listings, and more!

Stay Connected: Sign up to
receive the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter via
email! Register online at:

"Like" us on Facebook!
Stay up to date on the latest
county news, job opportunities,
and more.

www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/
QuarterlyNewsletter

www.facebook.com/
MilleLacsCounty
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Looking for a fresh career
path? Check out available job
opportunities at:
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/MilleLacs

Visit the Mille Lacs County
website for local news and
announcements, online
access to permits, licenses,
job opportunities, and more.
www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us

