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Mille Lacs County:

Working Hard to Improve
Oral Health Disparities
Did you know that although cavities are largely preventable, they are the most common chronic
disease in children? Did you also know that Minnesota currently ranks 49th out of 50 states in the
nation for the lowest Medicaid reimbursement rates for pediatric dental care?
In 2016, Mille Lacs County partnered with the Initiative Foundation in efforts to help narrow the
oral health gap for our area children. Mille Lacs County Cavity Free Birth-5 and Pregnant Mothers
program was developed to increase education and awareness about the importance of good oral
health from a young age and the affects that oral health has on the overall health of the child.
Mille Lacs County Community Health Staff were active in and around the community to provide
student and parent oral health education, free dental varnishing, oral health kits to children,
and outreach to medical providers. In addition to education and outreach, funds were also used
to financially support mobile dental clinics throughout Mille Lacs County in Princeton, Milaca,
Onamia and Isle. These mobile dental clinics helped to remove or minimize the insurance and
transportation barriers to our families.
Over the last two years, Children’s Dental Services from Minneapolis has provided oral
preventative and restorative care to over 300 Mille Lacs County residents. While we celebrate
success, there is always more to do. Mille Lacs County Community Health is committed and will
continue to work hard to remove or limit health disparities in our communites. We would like to
send out a special thank you to the Mille Lacs County Board for their ongoing support. We would
also like to thank the Initiative Foundation, Otto Bremer Trust and Delta Dental for financially
supporting these efforts.
Remember, good oral hygiene can help prevent tooth decay:
•

Brush twice a day with a fluoride toothpaste

•

Clean between your teeth daily with floss or interdental cleaner

•

Eat nutritious and balanced meals and limit snacking

•

Visit your dentist regularly for professional cleanings and oral examination

•

Check with your dentist about use of supplemental fluoride, which strengthens your teeth,
and about use of dental sealants (a plastic protective coating) applied to the chewing surfaces
of the back teeth to protect them from decay.

https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/disease/dental_caries.html

Be a good role
model by taking
care of your own
teeth. Children
learn best by
imitating.

Have children brush
for 2 minutes. Use a
timer or hourglass
which can be helpful
and fun.

Schedule brushing
times and develop
a consistent time
of day for oral care
routine.
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Praise children
for their oral care
efforts.
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Make a Difference! Become a 4-H Volunteer
Are you looking for a way to give back, serve your community, and make a difference in the life of a young
person? Consider applying to be a 4-H volunteer! 4-H is always looking for adults (18+) that care about
local youth. Join the largest youth organization in Minnesota and get involved in 4-H! Volunteers play a
vital role and profound impact on the growth and development of those in the 4 H Youth Development
Program. With 300 youth in the Mille Lacs County 4-H program, volunteers help guide and lead youth
by providing learning opportunities and supportive mentorship to kids in areas that they are passionate
about.
The opportunities are endless for adults to be involved with the local 4-H program. From leading clubs to
teaching workshops, chaperoning an event or mentoring a member - you can help develop life skills and
share your expertise in one of the sixty project areas offered. There truly is something for everyone of all
ages! If you would like to learn more about becoming a Mille Lacs County 4-H volunteer, contact the Mille
Lacs County Extension at 320-983-8317 or visit https://extension.umn.edu/4-h-volunteers/volunteer-4-h.

Tri-CAP Public Transportation

Beginning January 2019, Tri-CAP transportation will be available in Mille Lacs County.
Beginning January 2019, Tri-CAP is the public transportation provider in Mille
Lacs County. Within a ten mile radius of Milaca, Tri-CAP will provide city bus
service between the hours of 9:00 A.M. to 2:45 P.M. Within the city limits of
Princeton, Tri-CAP will provide city bus service from 9:00 A.M. to 2:45 P.M.
Tri-CAP transportation service is available to everyone within the service
area with no eligibility or age requirements to ride. From preschool to senior
citizen, Tri-CAP public transportation offers safe and convenient public
transit. Tri-CAP buses are also wheelchair accessible.
Tri-CAP’s convenient service is offered in a curb-to-curb format. To make a
ride reservation, simply call Tri-CAP’s friendly dispatch operator at
888-765-5597 and tell them where you need to go. Rides may be scheduled
up to two weeks ahead. Advance reservations are recommended as rides are
scheduled based on availability.
The cost to ride is $1.25 in city per boarding and $3.00 between communities
per boarding with at least a 24 hour advance reservation. Same day
reservations are $2.00 and $3.75 per boarding respectively. Tri-CAP bus tokens
are available for purchase at Teal's in Milaca and Coborn's in Princeton.
For more information contact Tri-CAP at 888-765-5597 or 320-251-1612 or
www.tricap.org.
How to Ride video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5peQnMPt6eI

GreenCorps in Mille Lacs County

Saving the environment while saving money.
I’m Ben Lehman, the GreenCorps service member serving
Mille Lacs County this year. GreenCorps is a Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency program, funded by the national
AmeriCorps program, for recent environmental grads to work on
environmental projects.
I’m originally from Minneapolis and got a degree in sustainability
from the University of Oklahoma. I’m working to improve the
quality of Mille Lacs County’s environment while also saving
taxpayers money. A few of the projects I’m working on include:
•

Reducing energy waste in county buildings, which has the
potential to save tens of thousands of dollars annually.

•

Using road salt more efficiently to protect our aquatic
ecosystems.

•

Investigating the use of electric vehicles that are cheaper to
run than gasoline vehicles and produce no tailpipe emissions.
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Ben Lehman,
GreenCorps
Service Member,
serving Mille Lacs
County.
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Living Snow Fence & Windbreaks
By Susan Shaw, Soil & Water Conservation District
Have you noticed a big snowdrift near your property?
Did you know something could be done to help limit the size of the snowdrift?
You can plant a living snow fence!
A living snow fence utilizes trees, shrubs, native grasses, and wildflowers planted strategically
(approximately 100 feet away from house) creating a barrier for drifting snow. Snow fences not only help
with drifting snow, they provide wildlife habitat, improve landscapes and could reduce the cost of snow
removal.
You should plant a variety of:
• Shrubs (Dogwood, Highbush Cranberry)
• Small Trees (American Plum, Black Chokeberry)
• Deciduous Trees (Silver Maple, Paper Birch, Bur Oak)
• Conifer Trees (White Cedar, Red Pine, White Spruce)
The Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) can assist you with designing your living snow fence and
choosing the best trees for your soil type. Each year the SWCD sells Minnesota native bare root shrubs and
trees in bundles of 25, the tree season kicks off in January. If you would like more information call us at
320-983-2160 or visit our website at www.MilleLacsSWCD.org or Like Us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/MilleLacsSoilandWaterConservationDistrict
For additional information on the SWCD 2019 tree sale, please visit: www.MilleLacsSWCD.org/Trees.
Common Name:

Mature Height:

Seedling Size: Soil Type:

Growth Rate: Sunlight:

Price:

4-6 ft.

12-18"

moist

slow

full

$37.00

Highbush Cranberry 8-12 ft.

12-18"

moist

medium

full/part

$37.00

Redosier Dogwood

7-10 ft

12-18"

medium

medium

full/part

$37.00

False Indigo

8-12 ft.

12-18"

wet

fast

full/part

$37.00

Serviceberry/
Juneberry

6-12 ft.

12-18"

moist/dry

medium

full/part

$37.00

Ninebark

5-10 ft.

12-18"

medium

fast

full/part

$37.00

American Plum

8-10 ft.

12-18"

variety

fast

full/part

$37.00

Paper Birch

30-55 ft.

12-18"

moist

fast

full

$37.00

Sugar Maple

40-70 ft.

12-18"

moist

slow

full/part

$37.00

Silver Maple

60-80 ft.

12-18"

moist

fast

full/part

$37.00

Bur Oak

40-80 ft.

12-18"

variety

slow

full

$37.00

Hackberry

40-60 ft.

12-18"

variety

medium

full

$37.00

Black Walnut

70-90 ft.

12-18"

rich

medium

full

$37.00

Balsam Fir

50-75 ft.

8-14"

moist

slow

full/part

$37.00

White Cedar

30-60 ft.

8-14"

moist

slow

full/part

$37.00

Norway (Red) Pine

50-80 ft.

8-14"

dry

medium

full

$37.00

White Pine

50-80 ft.

8-14"

variety

fast

full

$37.00

White Spruce

30-60 ft.

12-18"

variety

medium

sun/part

$37.00

Tamarack

30-60 ft.

10-16"

moist

fast

full

$37.00

Shrubs (deciduous)
Black Choke-Berry

Tall Trees (deciduous)

Evergreens (conifers)
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New Sheriff for Mille Lacs County
By Don Lorge, Mille Lacs County Sheriff
I would like to introduce myself, I am Don Lorge, and I am your During my 16 years of employment with the Mille Lacs County
new Mille Lacs County Sheriff.
Sheriff’s Office I have seen many changes as we have grown into
the Office that we have become today. As criminal activities
I have been a Peace Officer since July 2002, when I was first
have changed, the Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office has also
hired as a part-time Police Officer for the City of Isle. At that
changed to keep up with this activity.
time, I also worked as a volunteer for Mille Lacs County Search
and Rescue.
When I started my career, we used to do everything by pen and
paper and now we rely on computers and electronics. We used
In February 2003, I was hired by Mille Lacs County Sheriff,
to take statements using cassette recorders and now rely on cell
Brent Lindgren, as a Mille Lacs County Deputy. I patrolled Mille phones to take our pictures, record our statements, and video
Lacs County for approximately 4 ½ years before being promoted record our scenes.
to Criminal Investigator, a position I held until you elected me
as your Mille Lacs County Sheriff.
Our communication changed with the addition of the
800-megahertz radio system, which allows us to communicate
I want to thank the people of Mille Lacs County who have
throughout all of Mille Lacs County and the surrounding
supported me in my venture to become the Mille Lacs County
agencies. All these things would not have been possible if not
Sheriff. I want to thank Sheriff Brent Lindgren for hiring me as for the hard work and dedication of Sheriff Brent Lindgren.
a Mille Lacs County Deputy and supporting and teaching me the
knowledge needed to run the Sheriff’s Office. I want to thank
Moving forward, I promise due diligence to meet the needs
Sheriff Lindgren for making Mille Lacs County Sheriff’s Office
of the residents of Mille Lacs County, to continue to learn and
what it is today.
grow to assure the safety of every individual, making sure that
Mille Lacs County remains a desirable place to call home.
I look forward to going to Sheriff’s Orientation School so that
I am sure to have all the tools and resources needed to keep
the Office of Sheriff moving forward. I will continue to grow
relationships throughout the county, as I understand that
combating criminal activity takes an entire community of
support. I will welcome new ideas and will maintain an
open-door policy to hear any of those ideas and/or concerns.
I have recognized the issues with the use and sales of illicit
drugs in our communities. I plan on working towards
re-establishing a drug task force dedicating officers in
positions to help combat these issues. I recognize that the
drug activity is a spillway to most all other crimes that we face.
Combating these issues head on will help to alleviate many of
these other crimes.
I recognize the need to support individuals who are struggling
with domestic abuse and drug addictions. We will continue
strong monitoring of domestic abuse suspects while
supporting victims of domestic abuse. I will help support the
continuation of the Domestic Violence Court and support
the implementation of Drug Court. We need to help these
people to not re-offend and live a more productive life in our
communities.
I look forward to growing with you and engaging in
partnerships to maintain a safe environment for all the
citizens of Mille Lacs County.
Your Sheriff,
Don Lorge
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Your Property
Valuation and Classification
By Al Heim, County Assessor

The assessor is required to make a physical review of every
taxable property at least once every five years. This is known
as a quintile reassessment. Based on the information gathered
during the quintile review and by using the applicable
schedules, the assessor determines an estimated market
valuation (EMV) for each property. The property classification
is determined based on the actual use of the property. These
two items, the EMV and classification, are subject to change
every year as of the January 2nd assessment date. As the real
estate market changes so will the EMV; if the use of a property
changes it is likely the classification will change as well.

year’s annual sales study and has recently reviewed sales from
October 1, 2017 to September 30, 2018. These sale prices are
adjusted for market trends and will be used to estimate the
market value of your property on the next assessment date
(January 2, 2019). Based on this year’s residential market trend
analysis the growth has been fairly consistent at approximately
8%.
The assessor values property using a mass appraisal process.
Mass appraisal is the process of valuing a group of properties
as of a given date by using common data, standardized
methods, and allows for statistical testing. Some of the
common data used is the information gathered during the
property reviews and includes land breakdowns or property
dimensions, building dimensions, quality of construction, the
condition of improvements and the location of the property
being appraised. The standardized methods would involve
creating or adjusting value tables and cost schedules to a level
that would best represent the current real estate market. Some
of the statistical testing includes comparing the assessors
EMV to actual sales with sales studies and determining what
changes may be needed to current tables and schedules in
order to achieve an acceptable and equitable assessment.

"How Is My Estimated Market Value (EMV) Determined?"
This EMV represents what your property would sell for in an
“arms-length” sale on the open market (where buyer and seller
are not related and both are educated about the property).
The statutory definition of market value is found in Minnesota
Statutes, Section 272.03, Subdivision 8, which states that:
“‘Market value’ means the usual selling price at the place
where the property to which the term is applied shall be at the
time of assessment; being the price which could be obtained
at a private sale or an auction sale, if it is determined by the
assessor that the price from the auction sale represents an
arm’s-length transaction. The price obtained at a forced sale
shall not be considered.”

"How Is My Property Classification Determined?"
In Minnesota, property is classified according to its actual use
on the annual assessment date of January 2nd. If a property is
improved with a structure, the use of the property is typically
quite clear – residential, commercial, industrial, etc. If there is
not a structure, the use of the property may be less evident.

The Department of Revenue and assessors do a “sales ratio
study” each year to see how assessors’ values compare to
actual market sales. A separate study is completed for every
classification of property within a defined area that has a
sufficient number of sales (six or more). A sales ratio is the
assessor’s EMV of a property divided by its actual sales price:

There is an exception for property that may be classified as
2b rural vacant land, unimproved property for which there
is no identifiable current use must be classified according to
its highest and best use as permitted under the local zoning
ordinance.

Assessor EMV/Actual Sales Price = Sales Ratio
Example: If a property had an EMV of $190,000 and sold for
$200,000 the resulting ratio would be 95%

• If the ordinance permits more than one use, the land must
be classified according to the highest and best use permitted
under the ordinance.

$190,000/$200,000 = 95%
The sales ratio of a defined area is the result of individual sales
ratios arrayed from highest to lowest. The median or middle
of this array provides the sales ratio for the defined area or
sample. The median ratio of all sales samples containing an
adequate number of sales needs be within 90 to 105% of the
actual market. If the current level of assessment is not within
this range, the assessor needs to adjust the schedules and
tables and then apply them to all properties so the resulting
ratios of properties sold is within this range. If this level
of valuation is not achieved, the Department of Revenue
may order the assessor to make an aggregate adjustment
to property values. This would mean a blanket increase or
decrease to the assessors EMV in order to reach a level between
90 to 105%.

• If no such ordinance exists, the assessor shall consider the
most likely potential use of the unimproved land based upon
the use of the surrounding land or land in proximity to the
unimproved land.
There are five basic classifications of property but there
are numerous subclasses of property within these basis
classifications.
Local zoning may help in determining a property classification
but the property classification can be different than zoning.
Property classification is based on actual use whereas zoning
identifies the permitted use. For example, you may have a
fix-it shop which would be classified as commercial within a
residential zone.

The Assessor’s Office is in the process of completing this
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Protecting Vulnerable Adults
By Joe Walsh, County Attorney
As a County Attorney, my primary job is to protect the
public and stand up to those who would do harm to
others. In doing so, we pay particular attention to those
not able to protect themselves, such as children and
vulnerable adults. But what is a vulnerable adult?
A vulnerable adult can be anyone over age 18 who:

Property Valuation and Classification in Relation to
Property Tax
The assessor determines the EMV and classification, but does
not determine the tax. A calculation applied to your EMV from
the classification rate table, based on property classification,
results in a taxable value. This taxable value becomes part of
the tax base. A calculation completed in the Auditor’s Office uses
this tax base along with levies submitted by the various taxing
districts (e.g. county board, school districts, township boards or
city councils) to calculate the property tax for the following year.
If you have questions or need more information about property
valuation or classification, please contact the Mille Lacs County
Assessor’s Office at 320-983-8311.

Questions about Your Property's Estimated Market Value?
Minnesota Statues also requires property owners to be notified
of their estimated market value and property classification on
an annual basis. This is done in the spring of each year with the
Property Valuation and Classification Notice. In an attempt to
reduce postage costs to the county, this notice has been sent along
with your tax statement for the past two years with plans to do the
same this next year.
If you have any questions or concerns about either your property’s
estimated market value or classification this notice includes
information on how to present an appeal. Also included is the
date, time, and locations of your Local Board of Appeal and
Equalization or Open Book Meeting depending on which appeal
process is used by your township or city. The Local Boards of
Appeal and Equalization are held during the last two weeks of
April and the County Board of Appeal and Equalization is held in
Mid-June. There will be additional information on the appeals
process included in the April edition of the Mille Lacs County
Newsletter.

•

Has a physical, mental, or emotional disorder
that makes it difficult for the person to care for
themselves without help and to protect themselves
from maltreatment.

•

Is in a hospital, nursing home, transitional care
unit, assisted living, housing with services, board
and care, foster care, or other licensed care facility.

•

Receives services such as home care, day services,
personal care assistance or other licensed services.

Minnesota has a statewide system for reporting
maltreatment of vulnerable adults known as the
Minnesota Adult Abuse Reporting Center. MAARC relies
on tips from the public to detect when maltreatment is
taking place.
Maltreatment includes:
•

Abuse, including physical, emotional and sexual
abuse, use of restraints, involuntary seclusion, or
punishment.

•

Neglect, including failure to provide necessary food,
shelter, clothing, health care or supervision because
of neglect by a caregiver or because the vulnerable
adult cannot meet their own needs.

•

Financial exploitation, including theft or
withholding of money or property, and/or use of
money or property not for the vulnerable adult's
benefit.

The MAARC toll-free phone number is 844-880-1574
and is available 24/7 to accept reports from the general
public. Mandated reporters including law enforcement,
educators, doctors, nurses, social workers and other
licensed professionals can use a web-based reporting
tool available at mn.gov/dhs/reportadultabuse/.
Reports from either will be promptly submitted to the
appropriate investigative agencies, such as the Mille
Lacs County Sheriff’s Office, local police departments,
and more.
It is often said that none of us is as smart as all of us. In
the same way, public safety cannot be achieved without
assistance from the public. If you are aware of any
potential maltreatment of a vulnerable adult, please use
the processes in place to allow us to help and protect the
most vulnerable people in our community.
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"Do Not Call that Number!"
How to Avoid Tech Support Scams

By Casey Hamill, Network Support Specialist
The latest trend scammers are using to gain access to computers is to display an image on the screen
saying something like: "Microsoft Warning Alert!" with an error message and a number to call. DO NOT
CALL THE NUMBER. Microsoft will never try to contact you this way. In fact, no legitimate company or
government entity will try to contact you this way. This is a scam!
It works like this: the image is displayed to scare you into calling these people. When you call them, they
will then trick you into letting
them have remote access to
your computer. They might
tell you that they need to have
control of your computer to do
a scan or to fix some
non-existent software problem.
What they are actually doing
while connected is taking
copies of files or installing
software allowing them to
access your machine later
without your knowledge. It
will look real. It might even
look like they know what they
are doing. They do and it's not
good!
Let's back up. How did we
even get into this position? Unfortunately, the answer is it could have been any number of ways. One
of the most common is through an infected ad on a website. Those ads you see come from a kind of ad
"clearinghouse." Websites get paid by these clearinghouses to have ads hosted on their websites. The
vast majority of these ads are legitimate, but every once and a while, a hacker gets the clearinghouse to
publish an ad specially designed to be malicious. In this example, a scary image is used to create panic
and compel the user to expose sensitive information.
The example I used is a Microsoft Alert, but it can say anything. The FBI is another big one that they use.
It will change to something different as people catch on. It doesn't matter what it says. DO NOT CALL
THE NUMBER. Simply restart your computer. You can do this by clicking on the start button, clicking
the restart option. The other option, to be used if nothing else works, is to hold the power button on your
computer for 10-15 seconds. It’s not great to use this procedure often, but your computer will turn off
immediately.
With tax season coming up, there is another scam to be aware of. This one works a little differently. In
this scam, you will receive the phone call from someone claiming to be from the IRS. The IRS does not
cold call people in this way. Hang up!
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PIPELINE Program Works To
Address Labor Force Concerns

Voter Registration and
Voter Turnout

The Minnesota Department of Employment and
Economic Development (DEED) recently released updated
unemployment rate statistics for Mille Lacs County.
October’s unemployment rate was 2.7% in Mille Lacs
County, the lowest October rate going back as far as 1990
– even lower than at the end of the 1990’s and early 2000’s.
Mille Lacs County’s unemployment rate has been near
record lows since May of 2018. This is excellent news that
highlights the strength of our local and state economy.
However, some area businesses have voiced concerns about
attracting and retaining the skilled employees needed to
maintain and grow their business in a tight labor market.

Now that the 2018 Election has come to a close, we would
like to share how Mille County voting has increased and
changed over the past 4 years. This year (2018) the number
of registered voters in Mille Lacs County was 14,972, up
from 14,300 in 2014 representing a 9.5% increase in voter
registration. From that 14,972 voters a total of 10,816 voted
in the 2018 State General Election. That number represents
a 9.08% increase from 2014 when 9,032 voters voted in the
2014 State General Election.

By Mike Wimmer, Economic Development Manager

By Diana Klages, Property & Records Clerk

Since 2014, the State of Minnesota has allowed, “No excuse
absentee voting,” which allows any registered or persons
eligible to register to vote, the ability to vote starting 46
days prior to any election. Here at Mille Lacs County, we
are seeing the law change has affected how the citizens
of our county are voting. From 2014 to 2018 we saw an
86% increase in the number of Absentee Ballots that were
processed at the County. That relates to 12% of our county
voting prior to Election Day.

The Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry (DLI) has
a program designed to help employers address workforce
concerns. The Minnesota PIPELINE (Private Investment,
Public Education, Labor and Industry Experience) Program
works with employers to change the conversation from,
“How do we find workers with the skills we need?” to “How
do we GIVE workers the skills we need?”

Minnesota also allows for Election Day Registration (EDR)
for voters who are eligible or who have moved after the
cut-off date for pre-registration. Additionally, the use of
the PollPad technology, instituted in our county in 2018,
has helped with the increase in EDR transactions and it has
helped create a smooth transition from paper to electronic
files, saving the county both time and resources.

PIPELINE supports employers in creating or enhancing a
competency based dual-training approach where workers
receive a combination of related instruction strategically
paired with on-the-job training. Dual-training grants
through the Minnesota Office of Higher Education provides
funding for employers to create new and to expand existing
dual-training initiatives.

With the change in the law and the awareness brought by
political parties demonstrating ways to vote, we see that
county residents are getting out and voting. This is evident
in Mille Lacs County with the notable increases in voter
turnout during Absentee Voting and on Election Day.

To be eligible to participate in the PIPELINE program,
businesses must be in one of the following sectors:
Agriculture, Advanced Manufacturing, Health Care
Services, or Information Technology. If you would like to
learn more about the PIPELINE program and if it might be a
fit for your business, please visit
www.dli.mn.gov/pipeline or contact the Mille Lacs County
Economic Development Office at 320-983-8239.

Marriage System Update

Apply for a Marriage License Online
As of Wednesday, November 14, 2018, you may apply for a marriage license online on the MOMS® Minnesota Office Marriage
System website (moms.mn.gov). To apply for a marriage license, complete and submit the online application. Within 90 days,
both applicants need to appear in person at the Mille Lacs County Administrative Services Office to sign the application, show ID,
and pay the license fee.
Persons may also apply for a marriage license at the Administrative Services Office. The requirements for applying for a marriage
license are:
• Both parties must appear in person.
• Marriage license fee: $115.00; Marriage license fee with certificate of premarital education: $40.00
• A marriage license is valid for 6 months.
•

Both parties must be 18 years of age or older. Persons who are at least 16 years of age, but not yet 18, must have the consent
of the applicants' parents or legal custodians, or court consent with the application approved by a District Court Judge (MN
Statues 517).

Persons may also request a certified copy of their marriage certificate by using the MOMS® link. MOMS® is the statewide
database, and allows persons to request their marriage certificate regardless of the county of marriage. For additional
information on obtaining a marriage license or certificate, please call the Administrative Services Office at 320-983-8218.
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2019 Mille Lacs County Legislative Platform
By Pat Oman, County Administrator
Secure Financial Assistance for Unfunded Mandates:

Secure Legislation for Mille Lacs County to Appoint County
Auditor

• Fully fund mechanisms to reimburse and/or completely
fund Out of Home Placement Costs of Indian Children: MLC
is scheduled to receive $430,000. (MLC’s costs are about $2.3
million/year for Indian children alone, currently have 128+
Indian children in OOH)

• This has been an ongoing initiative on the County’s
legislative platform, and has been also detailed in Minnesota
Association of County Officers (MACO) and Association
of Minnesota Counties (AMC) legislative platforms. The
neighboring counties of Crow Wing and Pine County currently
have appointed Auditors through past County legislation.
Association of Minnesota Counties has sent out a survey to
Counties to consider omnibus appointment legislation for a
large number of Counties to participate.

• Continue to fund METS system in order to improve
functionality thereby reducing county costs of increased
staffing needs and overtime costs. The County continues to
support improving the existing METS system vs. moving to an
alternant system.

Funding for Establishment of Drug Court

• Fully fund the increased costs to county child protection
mandates handed down through the Governor’s Task Force
(24/7 screening, social worker: client ratio, Supervisor:
social worker ratio, etc.) Fully fund the increased county
costs associated with the MN Choice Assessment tool and
technology system.

• It is without dispute that a large portion of criminal activity
in Mille Lacs County is fueled by the use of illegal controlled
substances, including shootings, violent assaults, burglaries,
thefts, and possession of controlled substances. It is common
in Mille Lacs County for one individual with a controlled
substances problem to commit multiple felonies before the
first crime can even be addressed in court. Some defendants
addicted to controlled substances have upwards of 10–20 files
pending before they reach a resolution in the criminal justice
system.

• Fully fund the increased county costs associated with the MN
Choice Assessment tool and technology system.
• Continued funding for Family Home Visiting (FHV). Last
legislative session, the State of Minnesota supported the Family
Home Visiting (FHV) Program by increasing the MA funding
amount to $140/visit. Child Protection and the FHV nurses
collaborate and work together to promote holistic health and
wellness along with providing superior service to those needy
families in Mille Lacs County.

• Drug Court is a well-established specialty court concept
that has been proven effective across the United States when
evidence-based practices are used. Drug court works best
when a dedicated team of professionals work together to
identify the high risk/high needs population best-suited to
the high level of surveillance drug court provides. A team of
professional—including law enforcement, prosecution, defense
counsel, judges, probation, and treatment professionals—
attended the National Drug Court Planning Initiative recently,
and is ready to begin Drug Court here in Mille Lacs County.
The only piece that we are missing is funding. The funding
would primarily be used to supervise participants (A
Department of Corrections probation agent and a surveillance
officer) and to provide low-cost/free drug tests to participants.
These are requirements to run an evidence-based drug court
that studies have shown to be effective.

• Eliminate cost shifting to counties State Operated Services.
• Increase psychiatric beds availability and mental health
community services
• Funding for transporting citizens. The county requests
that the legislature look at the volunteer driver program and
requirements and eliminate the tax burden volunteer drivers
must pay out of their IRS mileage reimbursement amount.
• Eliminated licensed alcohol and drug counselors (LADC)
requirements. Current law requires persons conducting
comprehensive assessments to be licensed alcohol and drug
counselors (LADC) by 2020. Many counties currently employ
staff who are not LADCs to conduct chemical use assessments.
Due to the significant shortage of LADCs, counties are very
concerned about access to services if individuals are not able
to have an assessment completed.

• The drug court would be a voluntary opportunity to
participate in a 12–15 month program that would require a
significant amount of supervision and drug testing to ensure
that offenders are enrolled in appropriate drug treatment,
improving their lives, and working to end their cycle of
addiction. Ultimately, this has the potential to significantly
reduce the crime rate in Mille Lacs County by reducing not
just the drug possession crimes, but all of the crimes related to
drug use and abuse.

Replace Lost Revenue from Land Transferred into Federal
Trust:
• Based on 2018 estimates 65 parcels totaling approximately
$184,431,400 in property value has been transferred into
federal trust. This is a loss of $4,714,823 in revenue to local
tax levying authorities. There is an application for trust on
two additional parcels totaling $2,404,100 in land value, and
an estimated $38,072 in tax value. This loss of revenue is
born by the existing taxpayers of the County on the property
that remains taxable, while County government services are
still being provided to trust lands. A legislative solution for
reimburse the County for these losses is essential.

• Moreover, one of the most significant cost-drivers for the
county is the cost of out-of-home placements for children
in need of protection. Most of the children in out-of-home
placement are related to drug use and abuse by parents.
Helping drug users rehabilitate themselves could reunite
children with their biological parents, improve the lives of
children, and reduce the burden on county taxpayers for outof-home placement.

10

Mille Lacs County Quarterly - January 2019

Update on the Lawsuit Filed
by the Mille Lacs Band
Against the County
In November 2017, the Mille Lacs Band sued the County, the County
Attorney, and the County Sheriff in federal court. While the lawsuit
is superficially about where the Band can exercise law enforcement
authority, the case is actually the latest tactic in the Band’s long-running
effort – 30 years in the making – to promote the idea that the 1855 Mille
Lacs Reservation was never disestablished.
The County, on the other hand, has consistently maintained that the
Reservation was, in fact, disestablished by a 1913 Supreme Court ruling.
The Band’s original reservation was approximately 61,000 acres
wrapped around the southern and western edges of Lake Mille Lacs
from approximately Isle on the east to just north of Vineland on the
west. Today, these acres are the Townships of Kathio, South Harbor, and
Isle Harbor and include the towns of Wahkon, Onamia, and Isle.
The County believes that the Band’s lands consist of approximately 3,500
acres currently held in trust for its benefit and that conceding that the
three townships are part of Indian Country would cause a diminishment
of the civil regulatory power of the County and would expand the claims
by the Mille Lacs Band to jurisdiction over all persons and property
within Indian country.
Given this underlying issue, the County believes it must contest the
claims in the Band’s lawsuit.

Timetable for the Litigation
Based on the most recent order from the Court, this lawsuit looks to be
nearing its halfway point: Discovery – the process of gathering facts and
information needed for the case – will run through September 30, 2019.
Expert discovery – another form of information gathering – will last
until May 1, 2020, the same deadline for dispositive motions, and the
cases are to be ready for trial on September 1, 2020.
With this guidance from the Court, it’s clear that 2019 will be a busy
year in preparing for trial. In addition to the law enforcement issues,
the case will turn on the retrieval and analysis of historical documents
and on the interpretation of those materials by experts in a number of
fields.
The County did not seek out this lawsuit, but continues to believe that
it is important to resolve the Band’s claim that the reservation still
exists. The persistence of this issue creates needless and distracting
tension between the County and the Band as the two governments
work cooperatively to create the best possible future for all residents of
northern Mille Lacs County.

By: Randy V. Thompson, Esq.
NOLAN, THOMPSON & LEIGHTON, PLC
5001 American Blvd. W., Suite 595
Bloomington, MN 55437
Telephone No. 952-405-7171
E-mail: rthompson@nmtlaw.com
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2018 New Construction Report
By Michele McPherson, Land Services Office Director

The 2018 year to date building permit request levels are greater
than all of 2017. In 2017, a total of 407 permit were issued. As
of December 21, 2018, 445 permits had been issued. Of specific
note, the number of dwellings are up in 2018 over 2017. In 2017, 38
permits for stick built dwellings were issued; 51 new home permits
have been issued to date in 2018. In 2017, 6 new manufactured
home permits were issued; 16 have been issued to date in 2018. Of
the permits issued, 23 percent of the permits were issued in the
High Density Shoreland zoning district; properties that are located
within 1,000 feet of the shoreline.
East Side Township is a hotspot for construction this year, having a
similar number of permits pulled as the total for the southernmost
townships under the county’s jurisdiction. In addition to regular
building permits pulled, there are a number of Agricultural
buildings and smaller structures that are exempt from the State
Building Code and for which a building permit is not required.
These structures do require a Certificate of Use issued by the
county.

Obtain Your Property Deed and Property Information for Free
By Michele McPherson, Land Services Office Director
Have you received a solicitation offering to provide you your
property deed and associated information for a fee? Typically
the offer includes providing the deed, and a property “profile”
which contains the property identification number (PIN), the
market value, the sale amount, the second owner name and
other information that is available in the public record. Most
of the information is available through the County’s website and
property owners can obtain a copy of the last recorded deed from
the Recorder’s Office for no charge.
Lesson of the day – don’t pay those fees to obtain information
available on the county’s website or from a county office for
free. Need additional information? Call the Mille Lacs County
Land Services Office at 320-983-8308 or visit us online at
http://www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/lso

2018 Subsurface Sewage Treatment System Program
By Corrine Webb, Environmental Resources Technician

The 2018 construction season was a busy one which included many changes in the administration of the Subsurface Sewage
Treatment System (SSTS) program in Mille Lacs County. In March, responsibility for administration of the SSTS program was
shifted from the Land Services Office to Environmental Resources. At this time, staffing levels were reduced by one (1) full time
employee.
In June, a revised SSTS Ordinance was adopted by the Mille Lacs County Board of Commissioners. Content changes were limited,
but the entire ordinance was revised to a format that is consistent with other Mille Lacs County ordinances, and easier to read. The
accompanying forms and applications were also revised at this time.
During the construction season, the Mille Lacs County SSTS program staff reviews designs, issues permits, and inspects SSTS under
construction. In 2018, 169 SSTS permits were issued. This was a 21% increase from the previous year. Permits were issued for
multiple system types, the most popular systems being mounds (69%) and holding tanks (26%).
As the 2018 construction season draws to a close, staff will shift their focus to other SSTS program tasks. Examples include the
implementation of additional changes to increase efficiency in the permit intake and approval process, and the enforcement of
SSTS upgrade, inspection, and reporting requirements.
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2018 Construction: To Date
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Most Common Permits:
Type
Count
Re-Roof
92
Pressure Test
53
Dwelling
51
Pole Building
41
Garage, Stick Built
29
Plumbing
29
Screen Porch
17
Manufactured Home
16
Total Number of Permits Issued to Date: 445
All cities and Greenbush and
Princeton Townships do not
permit through the county and
therefore projects in these
areas do not appear on this map.
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Cold Weather and Septic Systems
Reasons an Onsite Septic System
Might Freeze
Lack of Snow Cover: Snow serves as an
insulating blanket over the septic tank(s)
and soil treatment area (trenches,
drainfield or mound). Snow helps keep
the heat of the sewage and the heat
created by the treatment of the sewage
in the soil. Lack of snow allows frost to
go deeper into the ground, potentially
freezing the system.
Compacted Snow: Compacted snow
will not insulate as well as uncompacted
snow. Driving any type of equipment
over the system compacts snow
and sends the frost down deeper.
Automobiles, snowmobiles, ATV’s,
people and large livestock should
stay off the system all year long, but
especially in the winter.
Compacted Soils: Areas that have
compacted soils, such as driveways,
paths or livestock enclosures, tend to
freeze deeper, affecting septic system
components that may be in the area.
Lack of Plant Cover: This often occurs
in new systems installed late in the
fall where a vegetative cover could
not be established before winter. The
vegetative cover insulates the system
and helps hold snow.
Irregular Use of System: When homes
or cabins are unoccupied for long
weekends or extended periods of time,
no sewage is entering the system to
keep it warm. This can also occur
when very low volumes of sewage are
being generated. Frequent use, warm
water temperatures and total volume
of sewage are all important in cold
temperature stress situations.
Leaking Plumbing Fixtures: When a
fixture such as a toilet or shower leaks,
it send a very small trickle of sewage
to the system. This trickle can freeze
within the pipe and eventually cause the
pipe to freeze solid. Appliances such as
high efficiency furnaces and humidifiers
can also cause water to freeze in the
pipes due to the small amount of
discharge.
Pipes Not Draining Properly: A
common cause of freeze-ups are sewer
pipes and pump lines that are not
installed with the proper fall (change
of elevation) or pipes that settle after
installation. Anytime a dip or low spot

occurs in a pipe, sewage can collect and
freeze. Pump lines can develop a dip
right next to or above the septic tank
as a result of backfilled soil settling
from the excavating during the tank
installation.
Cold Air Entering the System: Open
and uncapped riser or inspection pipes
and manhole covers allow cold air in
the system and can cause the system to
freeze.
Water Logged System: If a system
was hydraulically failing (e.g. water
coming to surface or seeping out the
side of a mound) in the fall, it is a prime
candidate to freeze. This effluent will
freeze and prevent further effluent from
entering the soil.

What Should You Do If Your
Onsite System Freezes?
If you septic system is frozen, your first
step is to call an onsite professional.
If you have a pump and hear water
constantly running in a pump tank (a
possible indication of a frozen system)
disconnect your pump and call and
onsite professional. This will likely be
a pumper or an installer who can help
determine the cause of the problem
and offer solutions. One place to
locate a professional - https://www.
pca.state.mn.us/water/ssts-businesslicensing-individual-certification-andenforcement
Many pumpers and installers have
devices called steamers and highpressure jetters to try to unfreeze
system piping. Unless the cause of
freezing is corrected the piping will
refreeze. Other methods used to help
fix a freezing problem include adding
heat tape and tank heaters. Cameras
can be set down the pipes to determine
where the freezing is occurring and if
repairs are needed. If the treatment
area is full of ice, or there is evidence
of leaking there is no need to thaw the
lines leading to the treatment area, as
it cannot accept liquid until the area is
thawed in spring.
If it is not feasible to correct the
problem or equipment is not available
in your area, the only other option is to
use the septic tank(s) in the system as
a holding tank until the system thaws
naturally. You will need to contact a
pumper who will empty out the tanks
when they are full on a regular basis.
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This can be very costly, especially with
normal volumes of water use.
There are many misconceptions about
how to deal with a frozen onsite system.
DO NOT add antifreeze, salt or a septic
system additive into the system.
DO NOT pump sewage onto the ground
surface.
DO NOT start a fire over the system to
attempt to thaw it out.
DO NOT run water continually to try to
unfreeze the system.

What Can You Do To Prevent Your
Onsite System From Freezing In
The Future?
Depending on your system, location,
and water use, you may never have a
freezing problem. However, there are
several steps that you can take if you
are concerned about your onsite system
freezing. Here are some precautions
if you have had a past problem or
are concerned about having a future
problem. It is not necessary for all of
these, but you may pick and choose
based on your situation:
1. Place a layer of mulch (8-12 inches)
over the pipes, tank and soil treatment
system to provide extra insulation.
This mulch could be straw, leaves, hay
or any other loose material that will
not compact and stay in place. If your
system is currently frozen ignore this
step, as it will delay thawing come
spring.
2. Let the grass in your lawn get a little
longer in the late summer/fall over the
tank and soil treatment area. This will
provide extra insulation and help hold
any snow that may fall.
3. Use water; the warmer the better!
The Onsite Sewage Treatment
Program is usually an advocate of
water conservation, but if freezing is a
concern, increasing low use to a normal
water use can help the system. This
includes spreading out your laundry
schedule to possible doing one warm/
hot load per day, using your dishwasher
and maybe even taking a hot bath. DO
NOT leave water running all the time
as this will hydraulically overload the
system.
4. If you know you are going to be
gone for an extended period, plan

Mille Lacs County Quarterly - January 2019

Solid Waste Disposal Interactive Map
accordingly. This could include having
someone use sufficient quantities
of water in the home regularly or
pumping out your tank before leaving.
If you live in an area with high water
table, you should only pump out the
tank if it was designed for high water
table conditions. If a tank is left full for
several winter months, the sewage will
get very cold in shallow tanks and can
even freeze. If you then return home
before temperatures start to rise, the
effluent leaving the tank will be cold.
By starting with an empty tank, you can
then start fresh with warm effluent.
If you use a cabin on a limited basis
during the winter months, this may be a
good idea as well.
5. Fix any leaky plumbing fixtures or
appliances in your home. This will
help prevent freezing problems and
help your system work well year round.
If you have appliances that generate
very low flows such as high efficiency
furnaces, you can put a heat tape in the
pie and while on vacation have someone
come by and run warm water for a
while.
6. Keep all types of vehicles and high
traffic people activities off the system.
This is a good rule to follow year round.
7. Make sure all risers; inspection pipes
and manholes have covers on them.
Sealing them and adding insulation is
a good idea. Insulation may be added
during construction particularly if the
top of the septic tank is within 2 feet of
the surface.
8. Keep an eye on your system. If any
seeping or ponding occurs contact an
onsite professional to help determine
the cause and remedy.
9. If these steps fail to solve a freezing
problem, you may need to dig up the
area where the system is freezing to
determine if there is a problem with the
slope of the pipe.
For more information please see the
University Of Minnesota website:
https://septic.umn.edu/

Check out the new user-friendly interactive map application that is an all in
one waste disposal guide. The new application includes:
• Landfill Locations
• Waste Hauler Services
• Roll-Off Services
• Recycling Hauler Services
• Mille Lacs County Recycling Drop Sites
• HHW (Household Hazardous Waste) Disposal Locations
• Light Bulbs, Oil, and Appliance Disposal Locations
• Pharmaceuticals, Scrap Metal, and Electronics Disposal Locations
• Furniture, Film, and Paint Disposal Locations
• Rechargeable Battery and Tire Disposal Locations
• Compost Site Locations
• Donation Site Locations
Within each tab, the user can click on the location (the colored circle) to view
business/location information such as:
• Name
• Address
• Phone number
• Hours of Operation
•

Website

The map application is located on the Solid Waste & Recycling webpage,
www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/solidwaste; operating instructions are located
within the application. If you need additional assistance with the application,
or have any questions, please contact Solid Waste Coordinator, Stephanie
Reynolds at (320) 983-8218 or stephanie.reynolds@co.mille-lacs.mn.us.

Local Recycling Options
Wondering where you can bring items for recycling? Mille Lacs County offers
five recycling drop-off locations. Please visit the
www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/solidwaste for a list of acceptable materials
Remember, no plastic bags or films!
Recycling Drop Sites Hours and Locations:
•

Milaca: 205 2nd Avenue NE
Monday and Wednesday: 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Friday and Saturday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

•

Princeton: 10039 55th Street (Princeton Town Hall)
Wednesday: 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Friday and Saturday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

•

Kathio: 44364 Timber Trail Road (Kathio Town Hall)
1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

•

Onamia: 35617 125th Avenue
Every Monday: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

•

Isle: 465 Isle Street West
2nd and 4th Saturday of each month: 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
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By Bruce Cochran,
County Engineer

Snow Plow Safety
It is no secret winter is in full force, snow has been on the ground
since November. Hopefully you are putting your winter driving
skills to good use. At the Public Works Departments, one of our
charges is to make your winter driving safer and less stressful.
This is done with a combination of snow and ice removal
techniques. Common to all snow/ice control is the snowplow
truck.

Don’t pass a plow truck even though plow truck is traveling much
slower than prevailing traffic. It is easy to become impatient
traveling slowly behind a plow truck, especially when you
have a schedule. Passing the plow truck puts you and the plow
truck at risk. It would be a travesty if you lost control of your
vehicle alongside of or immediately in front of a plow truck.
Please keep in mind a fully loaded plow truck weighs in excess
of 50,000 pounds (25 tons) and is about 20 feet wide with the
blades deployed. The sheer size and weight of the truck makes
it difficult to stop and maneuver.

Mille Lacs County removes snow from County State Aid
Highways (CSAHs) and County Roads (CRs). CSAHs generally are
through roadways that carry more traffic than local roads, but
less traffic than state and federal routes. An example of a CSAH
is 70th Street (CSAH 1) between Bock and Princeton. County
roads are usually lesser traveled and quite often have a gravel
surface, such as CR 131 or 395th Street south of Isle. The state
of Minnesota is responsible to maintain the state and federal
routes such as USTH 169 and MNTH 27. The local jurisdictions
are responsible for the city streets and township roads. This
can be confusing, but important to know if you need to report
a problem.

Trash pickup that occurs during a snow plow event creates
additional challenges. Plow trucks have many obstacles to work
around such as mailbox supports and signs, the addition of trash
cans (full or empty) can be dangerous. A danger is created when
the trash can is beyond the plow line. This forces the plow truck
to cross the centerline to avoid the trash can. When oncoming
traffic is simultaneous with a trash can, the driver in a position
to choose between a head-on collision and hitting the trash can.
Be assure the trash can will be hit every time. The solution is to
keep the trash can behind the plow line.

Mille Lacs County operates a fleet of 12 plow trucks (plus one
spare) to remove snow and ice from 410 centerline miles (820
lane miles) of CSAHs and CRs. Snow removal operation will
start on an as needed based on the amount of snow, wind,
time of year, temperature, day of the week and when the snow
accumulation is expected to stop. It is not uncommon for the
snow plow trucks to start before 5:00 A.M. and work a 12 hour
shift. Often the plow trucks will be working the day after a
snow fall, to remove drifts and push snow banks away from the
roadway.

Sometimes children like to play in snow banks or like the idea
of being sprayed by the plow discharge. This leads to potential
injury of the children. Plow truck drivers have no way of
knowing if a child is playing in a snow bank. Additionally, there
could be rocks or pieces of asphalt in the plow discharge. Both
situations can be hazardous to children. Keep children away
from roadside snow banks.
Mailbox supports are always a source of discussion. Mille Lacs
County requires crash tested swing away mailbox supports for
all new installations. When properly installed, the wing blade
passes under the mail box and if necessary the mailbox will
swing out of way of the snow discharge without damage. If the
plow blade sheers off a properly installed mail box support (on a
CSAH or CR), please let us know, it will be repaired or replaced
by the Public Works Department. All other mail box support
damage is subject to discussion.

Your actions can help the plow drivers complete their routes
in a safe and timely manner. First and foremost, give the
plow ample space. The ‘snow cloud’ behind the truck makes it
difficult to judge distances. MnDOT suggests staying back 10 car
lengths from a plow truck. Don’t be the next person to rear-end
a plow truck! Plow trucks may make unexpected maneuvers,
especially at intersections or to avoid an obstacle. Intersections
may require several passes to clear, requiring the truck to be in
reverse between passes.

Many times a mailbox support will fail if the snow discharge
from the plow is wet and heavy. This cannot be prevented.
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It’s been said more than once ‘the mail box has been there for 30
years until the plow drove by this morning’. When in reality, the
post is rotted at the ground line and heavy snow discharge broke
the post. If your mail box support is damaged (for any reason)
do not repair or replace it with anything other than an approved
swing away support. We’ll help you purchase and maintain
the support, but you’ll have to take the initiative and bear the
cost. Please don’t put anything other than an approved mail box
support next to the roadway, by doing so, you are potentially
creating a traffic hazard.

Tips to remember:

Many people in the rural area like to plow their driveway snow
across the road. While this makes sense to you, it creates a hazard
and is technically illegal. Plow personal driveways inward from
the roadway, don’t deposit snow from your driveway into the
road right-of-way. Each winter reminder letters are sent to those
who fail to follow the law. The goal is compliance and safety.
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•

Give the plow truck adequate space; don’t crowd the 		
plow

•

Stay behind the plow truck

•

Keep trash cans behind the plow line

•

Keep children from playing in snow banks

•

Check your mail box support, replace as needed

•

Don’t plow across the road

The winter snow removal tips are intended to make everybody’s
winter safer.
See the Mille Lacs County website:
http://www.millelacs.mn.gov/snowplowing or the MnDOT
website: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/workzone/winter.html for
further information.
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Public Works
Winter Activities

2018-2019 Road
Construction Update

By Kevin Schultz,
Highway Maintenance Superintendent

By Bruce Cochran, County Engineer
For most of us the thought of road construction is the
furthest thing from our mind in the middle of winter. As
your County Engineer, I am continually preparing for the
upcoming construction season or closing out projects from
the prior season. The flow of projects is continuous. During
the month of October, two projects were finished for the
winter; the Malone Island Bridge and CSAH 4 (85th Ave.).

Winter is here in full force, commencing our winter
activities for the Mille Lacs County Highway Maintenance
crews. These crews will be completing numerous
tasks to keep our roadways and right-of-ways safe. The
maintenance crews do more than just snow plowing;
crews also complete brushing and clearing operations. The
goal is to have two crews operating in different areas of the
county. These crews prioritize keeping the roads and
right-of-ways clear and free of obstructions. Such activities
help when vehicles unintentionally leave the roadway.

A ribbon cutting was held on October 29, 2018 to celebrate
the completion of the Malone Island Bridge. In addition to
building a bridge for cars, trucks and pedestrians, the water
and sewer pipes that were on the old bridge were routed
under the lake. Re-routing the water and sewer is a big step
forward in protecting the local environment. The contractor
for the bridge replacement was Redstone Construction from
Mora. Funding is shared between the City of Isle and the
State of Minnesota.

The removal of the trees and brush also helps with
preventing icing and drifting of the roadway. The brushing
operation is a hive of activity and should be approached
with caution by all motorists. There are often tractors,
backhoes, skid loaders, wood chippers, in addition to
several workers on the ground. The goal is to complete
these operations in as safe manner as possible for both the
crews and public traveling our roadways.

Improvements to CSAH 4 were suspended for the winter,
effective October 31, 2018. Work to finish the grading and
seeding will resume in the Spring of 2019. Work in the
spring will not require a detour, however, there may be
intermittent traffic delays. Contractor for the road work is
Wm. D. Scepaniak Inc. from Holdingford. Funding is shared
between the state aid and federal aid.

Other winter activities include pothole patching, ditch
mowing of areas only reachable when ground is frozen,
and the never ending battle of keeping equipment
serviced, repaired, and ready for work.
All of our crews work hard and take pride in keeping our
roadways safe for the residents of Mille Lacs County. They
often give up their nights, weekends, and holidays to take
care of our roads. Without these dedicated individuals,
the winter months would be a more severe burden for the
people of Mille Lacs County.

Construction of 2019 projects are expected to begin in May
or June of 2019. More details to follow as funding is finalized
and plans are finished.
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Mille Lacs Lake

East
Side

City of
Wahkon

Kathio

City of Isle

Veterans Amy Dow, Tim Wilhelm, Roger Tellinghuisen, and Mike Virnig.

Veteran Acknowledgement

"
)47
City of
Onamia

"
)27

Isle
Harbor

South
Harbor

Bradbury

®

We are so proud of our service men and women, and so grateful for their
service to our country as well as our community.

Mudgett

Meet Your County Commissioners.

County
Commissioner
Districts

t
u
169

January, 2013

Mille Lacs County invited employees who have served in the armed
forces to be recognized at a Board meeting in November, as a part of the
National Veterans and Military Families Month Proclamation.

Lewis

Onamia

Dailey

Thank you for your dedication, and all that you do!

Learn how your County Commissioner can help you.
Regular County Board Meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of
the month at 9 A.M. in the Historic Courthouse. The public is welcome
to attend. If you have any questions regarding County Board Meetings,
please contact County Administrator, Pat Oman, at 320-983-8218.
Your County Commissioners have a vast array of responsibilities,
including the following:

Mille Lacs County, Minnesota

Page
Hayland

Milaca

Borgholm
City of
Milaca

•
•
•

City of
Bock

23
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City of
Foreston

Board of Commissioners

Bogus
Brook

City of
Pease

District 1 Genny Reynolds
District 2 Timothy Wilhelm

Milo

District 3 Phil Peterson
District 4 Roger Tellinghuisen
District 5 David Oslin

•
•
•
•
•

Greenbush
Princeton

Establish policies and procedures for administration of programs;
Review, adjust and adopt the annual county budget;
Authorize the levy and collection of property taxes throughout the
county;
Monitor the overall fiscal health of the county;
Adopt a capital improvement plan covering major county
expenditures over a series of years;
Adopt ordinances for enforcement of county-wide actions;
Approve county participation in joint powers agreements with other
governmental units;
Represent the county on administrative/advisory boards and
commissions.

95
"
)

Lacs County Land Services Offices
ic Courthouse, Milaca, Minnesota

City of Princeton

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

Genny Reynolds

Timothy Wilhelm

807 N 3rd St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4613

10287 55th St
Princeton, MN 55371
(763)389-4449

Phil Peterson

13827 140th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)983-2462

Roger Tellinghuisen

District 1: City of Princeton

District 2: Princeton,
Greenbush, and Milo
Townships. City of Pease.

District 3: Milaca Township;
Cities of Foreston and Milaca.

District 4: Bogus Brook,
Borgholm, Dailey, Hayland,
Mudgett, Bradbury,Page,
Onamia and Lewis Townships;
City of Bock.
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8868 110th St
Milaca, MN 56353
(320)369-4273

District 5

David Oslin

39635 State Hwy 47
PO Box 377
Isle, MN 56342
(320)676-8621
District 5: Kathio, South
Harbor, Isle Harbor and East
Side Townships. Cities of Isle,
Onamia and Wahkon.
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Contact The County

Have a question or comment? We are happy to help.
Department
Administrative
Services Office

Duties

Phone Number
320-983-8218

•

Marriage Licenses, Birth, and
Death Certificates.

•

Personnel Management

•

Technology Services

•

Facility Operations

•

Budget & Financial Management

•

Property Valuation & Classification

•

Administers homestead and other
property tax programs.

Attorney's Office

•

Prosecutes Crimes

320-983-8305

AuditorTreasurer's
Office

•

Administers Property Taxes &
Elections

320-983-8310

Image Courtesy of Vanessa Matthews

•

Issues Passports

•

Liquor, Tobacco, Auctioneer licenses

320-983-8304

Mille Lacs County Photographer Invitation

Community
& Veterans
Services

•

Social Services & Public Health

320-983-8208

Court
Administration

Mille Lacs County is currently seeking photographers
to submit images in consideration for the Mille Lacs
County Quarterly Newsletter. All images selected for
use in the Mille Lacs County Quarterly Newsletter will
be properly credited to the submitting photographer.

Assessor's Office

Employee insurance;
recruitment process

320-983-8399

Image Courtesy of Katie Moller

Board agendas &
minutes

320-983-8311

Land Ownership,
Escrows; Passports
Property Tax

•

Financial Assistance & Child Support

•

Veterans Services

•

Collects Court Fees & Fines

•

Jury Duty

•

Hearing Dates

•

County Ditches

320-983-8232

•

Solid Waste

•

Environmental Regulations

320-983-8458
SSTS Septic Systems

•

Land Management

•

Parks & Trails

•

Recorded Land Records

•

Land Use Regulation

•

Building Permits

Probation Office

•

Supervision of juvenile &
non-felony adult offenders.

320-983-8202

Public Works

•

Maintains Bridges, County Roads,
& County State Aid Highways

320-983-8201

Sheriff's Office

•

Law Enforcement

320-983-8250

•

Custodial care of inmates.

•

Court-Related Services

Soil & Water
Conservation
District

•

Water Quality & Soil Health
Resources

320-983-2160

U of M Extension

•

4-H Extension Office

320-983-8317

Environmental
Resources

Land Services
Office

320-983-8313

320-983-8308

Mille Lacs County is specifically soliciting photos
taken within the county, by local photographers.
Digital image files must be in high resolution. Please
contact Kara Vatalaro
(kara.vatalaro@co.mille-lacs.mn.us) and Jenna
Carlson ( jenna.carlson@co.mille-lacs.mn.us) in the
Administrative Services Office with any additional
questions.

Image Courtesy of Katie Moller

Image Courtesy of Vanessa Matthews

Access the latest Mille Lacs County news & announcements, permits, licenses, job listings, and more!

Stay Connected: Sign up to
receive the Mille Lacs County
Quarterly Newsletter via
email! Register online at:

"Like" us on Facebook!
Stay up to date on the latest
county news, job opportunities,
and more.

www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/
QuarterlyNewsletter

www.facebook.com/
MilleLacsCounty
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Looking for a fresh career
path? Check out available job
opportunities at:
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/MilleLacs

Visit the Mille Lacs County
website for local news and
announcements, online
access to permits, licenses,
job opportunities, and more.
www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us

