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Background

As part of Mille Lacs Countyds Comprehensive Plan Project, a cc
from the county residents and property owners on a variety of topics.

This survey was prepared by County staff & planners from the East Central Regional Development Commission under the
guidance of the Mille Lacs County Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee. A copy of this survey is attached to this report.

This four-page survey was mailed out via the Unites States Postal Service, along with a stamped and addressed return
envelope, to 3,900 randomly selected Mille Lacs County residents and property owners on Wednesday, February 29th.

The return deadline date printed on the survey was March 16, but due to weather issues that caused the February 28, 2012
Mille Lacs County Comprehensive Plan Community Meeting at the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Government Center to be
rescheduled to Tuesday, March 20" at the same location, it was decided to extend the return date for the surveys to Monday,
April 2, 2012 so notice could be given to participants at all community meetings.

Concurrent to the paper survey being distributed, an identical electronic survey was made available online on the Mille Lacs
County Comprehensive Plan Project 6swyyvagnale-aas.mn.us &hisdectrdniesuiveycs Cour
was also made available for the same period of time as the paper survey: February 291 April 2

Both surveys were publicized by press releases sent out to the
posting on the Mille Lacs County website, email blast to members of the Mille Lacs County Comprehensive Plan project email

distribution list-serve, and mentioned at all nine community meetings held January i March, 2012, as part of the Mille Lacs

County Comprehensive Plan Project, a presentation to the Mille Lacs County Township Association, and a presentation to City

Council Meetings in Princeton, Pease, Bock, Foreston, Milaca, Onamia, Wahkon & Isle.

1,005 paper surveys were returned to Mille Lacs County by April 27 a response rate of 25.7%. Also, 124 electronic surveys
were completed online. These results were combined and tabulated by East Central Regional Development Commission staff,
for a total of 1,129 responses.

This document is a culmination of the survey process and is meant to be a usable resource for the data collected to provide
guidance to the Mille Lacs County Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee Members, the Mille Lacs County Comprehensive
Plan Ad-Hoc Task Force Members, the Mille Lacs County Planning Commission Members and the Mille Lacs County
Commissioners for use in crafting the Mille Lacs County Comprehensive Plan, as well as for guidance in decision making in
undertaking their duties.
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http://www.co.mille-lacs.mn.us/

Rank how you see Mille Lacs County today. (1-8) Ranking Score, with 8
being High, and 1 being Low.

Suburb of St. Cloud Bedroom County Farming Community

Suburb of the Regional center Tounst Destination Rural area
Twin Cities
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During the past few years, Mille Lacs County, generally...(check
only one response)

Has continued to be
e the type of County in
which | want to live.

Has changed to be less
B of the County in
which | want to live.

Has changed to be more
B of the County in
which | want to live.
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Natural Resources - Rate 1-5, 1 notimportant - 5 very important.

Future & Renawable anargy Recycling programs Wildlifa Habitat Air quality
developmeant (solar,
wind, cellulosic, etc.)

Mining Solid waste/collection Wetlands/Water quality Protect food supply Protect natural
programs resources (Lakes,
Rivers, Forests)

Mille Lacs County Comprehensive Plan
Community Survey ReportSpring 2012 4




Economic Development - Rate 1-5, 1 not important - 5 very important.

431

Regulation issues Programs and assistance Commercialindustral Being able to work
related to business from the County development lving wage job in
to assist businesses Mille Lacs County

No further Major Highway Comdor Promote economic Expanding locally
expansion/development {169/23/385) Developmeant development within owned business
the city boundanes
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Recreation and Tourism - Rate 1-5, 1 notimportant - 5 very important.

No additional
recreation or tourism

Create County Parks

Primitive sites/camping

Historical &
Cultural Assets

County trail system

Link recreational areas
within the County

Wild/Scenic Rum River

Recreational
Opportunities

Public Hunting and
Fishing Access

Promote Mille Lacs
County Tourism
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Land Use and Regulation - Rante 1-5, 1 not important - 5 very important.

Protect water quality 418

Agricultural
Land/Farming

Pollution and

: 362
nuisance problems

Maintain Open Spaces 356

Decrease regulations
on land use

Highway commercial
corridor zoning

Gravel deposits/usage 3.18

Increase regulations
on land use
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Transportation and Infrastructure - Rank 1-5, 1 not important - 5 very important.

415

Increase public Regionzl transportation Active transportation Presarve road Maintain existing
transit (bus, air) comidors {biking/walking) nght of ways county roads
Additional County Roads Pave existing Alternative County Ditches Repair Bndges
gravel roads commuter rasources
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Public Safety - Rank 1-5, 1 not important - 5 very important.

Trzil enforcement
{snowmobile, ATV)

Animal Control

Traffic viclations

Increased level of
emergency medical services

Emergency/disaster
planning

Motor vehicle crashes

Patrol presence
{county roads, ice,
water, rascua)

. Prevention

education pregrams

Response time

Juvenile crime

Abuse (Elder,
Child, Domestic)

Crime prosacution rates

Gang-related activity

Drug related issues
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Intergovernmental Relations and Communications - Rank 1-5, 1 not important - 5 being
very important.

County newsletter

Tribal/county relations

Public education about
County Government

Joint governmental/shared
programs

Quality of
County Services

Citizen participation
in all levels of
County decision-making

Better communications,
relations and cooperation
between government u. .

Mille Lacs County Comprehensive Plan
Community Survey ReportSpring 2012 10




Housing - What do you feel is the most important housing needed in Mille Lacs County? Rank 1-
5, 1 not important - 5 very important

Subsidized housing Nursing homes Single Family Housing
Manufactured homes Multi Family Housing Adult assisted lving
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Quality of life/social programs - Rank 1-5, 1 not important - & very important.
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Please rank how you see Mille Lacs County in the future? Rank 1-5, 1 notimportant -5
very important.

Suburb of the

Twin Cities

Suburb of St. Cloud

Regional center

Bedroom County

Farming Community

Rural area
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What is your zip code

145 7% (122)

3447 (289)
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10% (8)
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11.4 % (96)
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26.2 % (220)

6.6 % (55)
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K

. 56313
. 56330
56342
. 56353
. 56359
. 56363
. 55371
. 56326
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Do you own property or live in the county?

98.4 % (1030)
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1.7% (18)

N Yes
I No
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How long have you lived in Mille Lacs County?

94 7% (93

1-5 years
6-10 years
11-15 years
16-20 years
21-30 years
31-40 years
41-50 years

50+ years

12.2 % (120)

12.8 % (126)

140

14.8 % (146)

o

(138)

18.6 % (183)
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To pay for future PUBLIC improvements in Mille Lacs County, which of the following
alternatives would you prefer?

General property taxes 131 %

Property assessments

User fees

Bonds

Grants

Sales Tax

All of the above

None of the above

0 100 200 300 400 500
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