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Chapter 1: Vision and Goals
The region abounds with forests, grasslands, and scenic water
bodies that provide a panoramic view of nature. This wealth of
natural resources has drawn residential and commercial growth and
intrigue creating opportunities for recreational enjoyment and
conservation challenges.

Photo by Joe Sulik

The goal of the Rum River Recreation and Resources (RRRR) Board
is to create an interconnected trail and greenway system of open
space, waterways, trails, parks, and common destinations in the
region to preserve lands before the path of unplanned development
sets its course. Unique resources such as the Rum River, Sand
Dunes State Forest, Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge, historical
downtown Princeton, and scenic beauty make this area an
attractive destination for outdoor recreation and preservation.
This Plan will serve as a step by step tool for the Board and local
jurisdictions to identify priority projects for trail routes, greenways,
blue trails, significant natural open space areas, parks, public
participation opportunities, and funding sources with the goal of
developing trails and acquiring and preserving key open space
lands for generations to come.
NEED FOR THIS PLAN
This region is unique in having so many attractive natural resources
that private residential development pressures continue to mark the
landscape and take advantage of the scenic lands and water
resources. With pending development, it is essential to have a
park, trail, and open space plan in place to share development,
provide recreational opportunities, and preserve habitats. By
guiding growth in a balanced manner now, these resources can be
enjoyed by all now and in the future.

The Rum River Recreation
and Resources Board was
inspired by a grass-roots,
citizen led initiative.

The Sherburne County area is projected to gain approximately 1520,000 people over the next ten years based on an assessment
prepared by Sherburne County in 20071. Sherburne County is
projected to be one of the fastest growing communities in
Minnesota between 2000 and 2020. From 2004 to 2006 the
County added over 6,000 new residents. As of 2011, population
growth has subsided a great deal yet the recent rural sprawl of
Sherburne County has created significant planning challenges. The
current housing market stall gives area jurisdictions the opportunity
to fix past issues and ensure that future growth is sustainable and
causes minimal impact to the wealth of natural resources in the
RRRR Board area.

1

Sherburne County, Growth Pressures on Sensitive Natural Areas in DNR's Central
Region, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, 2007
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BACKGROUND
The creation of the Rum River Recreation and Resources Board was
inspired by a grass-roots, citizen led initiative. The idea came from
the Princeton Area Visionary Committee (PAVC). The PAVC is a
non-profit organization which consists of many people,
representing area
Townships, the City of
Princeton, three
counties, citizens, the
Princeton School District
#477, Rum River Health
Services, the Civic
Betterment Club,
Fairview Northland
Medical Center and area business owners. One of PAVC’s main
goals is to bring together the community through a network of
existing and proposed parks and trail systems while providing safe
recreation for a healthier community. PAVC anticipates that the
development of a recreational amenity network will stimulate the
economic vitality of the area as a whole, stimulate
recreational/tourism revenue and connect attractive destinations
for recreational opportunities throughout the region.
Discussions about the need for a regional planning entity began in
2006. The PAVC prepared draft enhancement plans for trails,
Riverside Park, and Downtown Princeton Master Plan as well as
drafting a Joint Planning Agreement (JPA). The plans and the JPA
were presented to the City of Princeton, surrounding townships,
and the school district. However, the initial efforts to create a
regional board did not succeed. Regardless, the PAVC has
continued to move forward with implementing plans for Riverside
Park.
The discussion was revived in 2008 when the City of Princeton
received grant funds from the 1000 Friends of Minnesota through
its Community Growth Options (CGO) Program
http://www.communitygrowthoptions.org. The multi-year CGO
program is designed to help small, growing communities develop
long-term land use strategies to balance economic development
and natural resources while enhancing local quality of life. 1000
Friends of Minnesota’s program goal is to connect communities
with resources, promote citizen involvement and build capacity for
informed planning.
The goal of the first CGO funded project in the City of Princeton
was to build capacity for informed planning through the creation of
a regional planning entity. The funds from 1000 Friends of
Minnesota were used to hire a neutral facilitator from Bonestroo,
Inc. to work with the PAVC to determine the appropriate civic
engagement strategy to bring the creation of a regional planning
entity to fruition.
During the spring/summer of 2009, the facilitator went before the
Princeton City Council and the six Town Boards in the region during
their regularly scheduled meetings to gauge their interest in
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creating a regional planning entity. At the meetings, the facilitator
provided a brief history of the PAVC and project funding before
leading the elected officials and citizens attending the meeting
through a discussion of the opportunities provided by and
perceived threats posed by the creation of a regional planning
entity for parks and trails. The early input regarding opportunities
and threats helped inform the development of the Rum River
Recreation and Resources Board’s mission, vision, goals, and Joint
Planning Agreement.

The Board was officially
formed in May 2010 among
the Towns of Baldwin,
Greenbush, Livonia,
Princeton, the City of
Princeton, and the
Princeton School District.

The facilitator also asked each jurisdiction about their level of
interest in participating on the board (e.g., help create the Board,
have a seat on the board, not participate, or other). Initially, all but
one of the Townships was interested in continuing the conversation
about creating a regional planning board.
The facilitator was also charged with engaging the Princeton School
District and Mille Lacs, Sherburne and Isanti Counties. The
Princeton School District signed the previous JPA and was still
interested in participating. All three counties determined that they
would like to stay informed about the board’s activities and
partnering opportunities, but they did not want a seat on the board
at this time.
On October 29, 2009, all the jurisdictions were invited to attend a
meeting held at Princeton Town Hall to collectively discuss moving
forward with creating a regional park and trail board and/or
creating a regional park and trail plan. Participants from Towns of
Greenbush, Baldwin, and Princeton, and the City of Princeton
attended and determined to form a “working group” to create the
regional planning entity.
The working group rolled up their sleeves and met monthly from
November 2009 until April 2010 to create a JPA as well as a draft
mission, vision and goals. In early 2010, the working group
extended an invitation to Livonia Township and the City of
Zimmerman to participate.

In a Wilder Research
survey published in 2010,
81% of Princeton residents
felt that the "community
[should] work to preserve
working agricultural lands."
However, less than half felt
that this was actually
occurring.

By May 2010, the JPA was finalized and signed by representatives
from the Towns of Greenbush, Baldwin, Princeton and Livonia, the
City of Princeton, and the Princeton School District. The JPA can be
found in Appendix A. The working group, now named the Rum
River Recreation and Resources Board, held its first meeting on
May 26, 2010.
The Board created a work plan and the first major initiative is the
creation of this regional plan to guide the efforts of the Board to
establish trails, parks, and open space in support the region's
economic viability and environmental health.
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MISSION, VISION, & GOALS
One of the first tasks the Board embarked upon was to create a
unified mission and vision statement. Following this, the members
created Goals and Objective statements to guide the activity of
their planning initiative. The statements below identify the Board's
purpose:

Mission:
The Rum River Recreation and Resources Board shall work together
to serve the region by planning for and coordinating the
implementation of trail networks, protected open space, and unique
recreational opportunities that support environmentally healthy and
economically viable communities.

Vision:
The vision for the region is to encourage an extensive network of
appropriately maintained parks, interconnected non-motorized
trails, and protected open spaces for betterment of recreation for
residents and visitors as well as natural resource enhancements.

Goals & Objectives:
1. Work together to build productive inter-governmental
relationships and prioritize regional park, trail, and open
space improvements.


Identify a consistent Board meeting schedule and
communicate expectations among the Board members.



Review the Board's Joint Planning Agreement no less
than every two years to ensure it remains relevant.



Seek partnerships with surrounding jurisdictions, the
Department of Natural Resources, and civic
organizations to maximize opportunity and support.



Develop and maintain a work plan that includes priority
projects and plan updates.

2. Develop an accessible and interconnected trail system
that ties into surrounding local, regional, and state trails
and significant parkland, public lands, and open spaces.


Create a regional park and trail plan that identifies
proposed park, trail, and open spaces within the region
and includes strategies for implementation.
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Create a trail connection to the Great Northern
Regional Trail that originates in Elk River in
coordination with the jurisdictions within the trail
corridor (Sherburne County, City of Zimmerman, and
Livonia and Baldwin Townships) as well as continuing
the trail through the region to the north.



Create a trail connection to the St. Cloud region's trail
network in coordination with jurisdictions in the trail
corridor.



Create trail connections to existing or planned trails in
Isanti County



Encourage off road trails when feasible. Work to
create a vegetated buffer between roads and adjacent
roadside trails.



Create a trail connection from Greenbush Township to
the City of Princeton

3. Offer a variety of active and passive recreational facilities
throughout the region that meet resident needs.


Identify existing and future facility needs in the area.



Work to distribute future facilities evenly throughout
the region.



Identify and pursue highly desirable land for public
beaches and water access.



Incorporate active living principles into community
comprehensive plans

4. Identify and protect open space lands with high ecological
value and/or connectivity.


Enhance the state designated canoe route along the
Rum River. Partner with local organizations to clean up
the river corridor and educate adjacent landowners.



Identify high quality natural resource areas based on
existing data.



Identify land protection tools and educate the public
about land protection options.



Encourage open space preservation along Battle Brook.
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Provide education to landowners who are adjacent to
potential high quality water resources such as Silver
Lake in order to improve water quality.



Provide public access to Goose Lake. Work with
Sherburne County and local landowners to explore this
opportunity.

5. Create unique park and trail destinations that attract
visitors to the area.


Invest in and strategically locate park and trail
amenities as an economic development tool.



Create a riverwalk trail loop from downtown Princeton
to Baldwin Township that includes canoe access to the
Rum River.



Work with existing business owners to discuss plans.



Market recreational assets and recognize that parks,
trails, and natural environments attract new residents
and investment in the region.



Partner with the Mille Lacs County Historical Society to
make a trail connection to the Historic Depot and
downtown Princeton.

6. Utilize a variety of techniques to inform, involve, and
partner with the public.


Identify and engage key stakeholders.



Solicit public input during the planning process.

7. Develop financing & implementation strategies to achieve
goals.


Create a plan to pursue funding for land acquisition
and park and trail development.



Utilize a variety of funding sources (private and public).
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Chapter 2: Inventory & Mapping
INVENTORY OF EXISTING RESOURCES
The region is home to significant natural resource based parks that
are one of a kind in the state of Minnesota and have several
thousand visitors each year. Several Wildlife Management Areas
are dispersed through the region preserving hundreds of aces of
open space and wildlife habitat. The Wild and Scenic Rum River,
pristine lakes, community parks, and historic sites are other
valuable resources making this region an unique destination.
These resources are described in this chapter and mapped on the
Preliminary Regional Recreation and Open Space Corridor Plan.

The region has many
unique destinations and
hundreds of acres of high
quality open space and
wildlife habitat.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Nestled in the southwest corner of the planning region is the
Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge. The refuge protects 30,700
acres of habitat for migratory birds and other wildlife. The area
contains a 7.3 mile loop road and two hiking trails that total 8 miles
of scenic walking. Both trails are open for cross-country skiing in
the winter. Environmental education programs are available to
groups to learn about the refuge.
SAND DUNES STATE FOREST

Just south of the Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge is the Sand
Dunes State Forest off of County Rd 4 three miles west of
Zimmerman. This state forest is home to 2,700 acres of oak
savanna forest, a pine tree plantation, prairie, a horse back riding
camp, hunting, swimming, fishing, bird watching, and many types
of trails. Winter activities include cross country skiing,
snowmobiling, and horse back riding.
Sand Dunes State Forest, Photo
by STTA Consulting Inc.

THE WILD AND SCENIC RUM RIVER

One of six designated Wild and Scenic Rivers in the state of
Minnesota, the Rum River is a jewel in the planning region. The
river is free-flowing and much of its banks are undeveloped like
those in Riverside Park located near downtown Princeton. A
regional study reported approximately 3,700 acres of high quality
silver maple, green ash and cottonwood floodplain forest is located
along the Rum River.
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Currently the river is listed by the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA) as an impaired water due to mercury. Mercury is a
poisonous substance that can destroy the nervous system in
humans and wildlife if consumed in high enough levels. Sediment
dwelling bacteria in water bodies produce methylmercury using
mercury deposited from the air. Fish consume microscopic animals
that ingest the methylmercury which remain in the tissue of fish
and can cause harm to humans when digested.

Overall the ecological
health of the Rum River is
good, but the conversion of
the landscape from
agricultural and forests to
suburban land use can
have negative effects due
to increased runoff and
forest fragmentation.

In addition to high mercury levels, the river is sometimes negatively
affected by adjacent land practices, sediment erosion, and litter.
Efforts to work with private landowners adjacent to the Rum River
should be made in order to improve the riparian corridor's health.
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

The preservation of open space has already begun in the form of
Wildlife Management Areas (WMA) managed by the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources. The following WMAs are located
within the planning region:
Benlacs WMA
 This area hosts a variety of lowland brush and mixed forest
among 569 acres.
 Hiking, cross-country skiing, snow shoeing, and wildlife
viewing.
Bolger WMA
 A unique wet prairie plant community is located in the
northeast corner of the WMA. Box elder, silver maple, and
elm trees run along the river set in among rolling upland
hills in 79 acres.
 Recreational opportunities include hunting and wildlife
viewing. There is a canoe access to a primitive campsite
available.
Freemont WMA
 Two parcels make up 170 acres of oak forest community
with a sedge/cattail wetland along the border. An original
prairie resides in the southern portion of the WMA.
 Recreational opportunities include hunting and wildlife
viewing.
Crooked Road WMA
 This WMA of 381 acres is made up of several wetlands,
prairie grasslands, and oak woodlots. A type 5 wetland
also known as Mud Lake hosts a variety of bird species.
 Recreational opportunities include hunting and wildlife
viewing.
Kunkel WMA
 Restored native prairie, oak savanna, and wetlands make
up this diverse WMA of 2,635 acres.
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Recreational opportunities include hunting and wildlife
viewing. An unpaved hiking trail runs through the
property.

Spectacle WMA
 This WMA is almost 400 acres and contains floodplain
forest along Green Lake Brook and Rum River interspersed
with upland forest and prairie grasslands.
 Recreational opportunities include hunting and wildlife
viewing.

WMA's are a great place for
snowshoeing and cross-country
skiing too!

Vietnam Veterans WMA
 This 80 acre area contains hardwood forest, brushlands,
and wetlands. A diverse mix of wildlife species calls this
area home.
 Recreational opportunities include hunting and wildlife
viewing.
PUBLIC ACCESS LAKES

The region is sprinkled with scenic natural lakes. Many lakes are
surrounded by private residential land but some still contain
undeveloped open space that could be used for public access and
outdoor recreation. Grams Regional Park hosts 1,000 feet of
lakeshore frontage on Fremont Lake near Zimmerman along Hwy
169. Public boat launches are currently located on Silver Lake,
Sandy Lake, Elk Lake, Green Lake, Spectacle Lake, Freemont Lake,
and Stanchfield Lake. A new public beach has been established at
Sandy Lake.

In addition to ice fishing, ponds
and lakes can be good places
for ice skating.

PARKS

Parks play a key role in preserving high quality natural resources
and providing an essential identity and appeal. Utilizing existing
parks and planning for strategic park space along the proposed trail
corridors will provide an attractive quality for visitors, residents,
and prospective developers. Civic pride can result from a wellmaintained, diverse park, trail, and open space system. Open
space and park preservation also promotes communities to grow in
a sustainable manner that limits unplanned and wide-spread
growth.
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Recent Park Land Acquisitions
In 2002, Sherburne County acquired approximately 114 acres of
parkland with 1,000 feet of lakeshore property along Fremont Lake.
This parkland was named Grams Regional Park after the previous
landowners. The park will be further developed in the future but
currently serves visitors with opportunities for picnicking and
hiking.

Grams Regional Park is a
developing park in Livonia
Township offering over
1,000 feet of lakeshore
property.

The inner trail loop in Sugarbush
Park is .55 mile and the outer trail
loop is .61 mile allowing visitors to
enjoy a retreat into high canopy
woodlands.

Young Park in Baldwin Township is located at the intersection of
305th Avenue and 108th Street. A task force has adopted the
development of this 80 acre park and has already hosted multiple
community events on site. The park currently has mowed trails,
parking, and signage.

Sugarbush Park is located on 239th Ave in Livonia Township. This
40 acre park is the last remaining old growth forest of sugar maple,
basswood, red oak, and American elm in Sherburne County. A
variety of wildflowers and ferns grow in the understory of the
magnificent mature trees, supported by unique glacial till soil that
retains moisture. In addition, many bird and animal species are
found in the forest. Hiking trails allow the visitor an opportunity to
enjoy this beautiful park.
While planning for the trail corridor and possible pedestrian/bicycle
connections to area destinations such as parks, NWR, WMAs, local
trails, businesses, and schools, it is important to review the
distribution of park types and what amenities may be lacking.
Following is an inventory of existing parks in the region:
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Rum River Recreation & Resources Board Park Inventory 2011
Park Name

Riebe Park
Riverside Park

6

x

x

x

Benches Only

x

x
x

x

x

20
5

Dog Park

x

Tennis Courts

x
x

Volleyball Courts

x

Splash Park

x

Frisbee Golf

x

Camping

Softball/Baseball Fields

x

Water Access

40

Rainbow

x

Trails

Pioneer Park

x

Basketball Court

x

Playground

Mark Park

x

Horsehoes Pits

x
x

Ice Skating

x
x

Grams Regional Park

All Purpose Sports Fields

3
114
27

Civic Center Park

Restrooms

Picnic Shelters

Picnic Area/ BBqs

Approximate Size (Acres)

Facility

x
x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

Senior Citizen's Park
Sugarbush Park

x

Town Hall Park

40
1

x

Veteran's Park/Triangle Park

1/4

x

Young Park

x
x

x
x

80

TRAILS

National and State Natural Resource Park Trails
Existing unpaved hiking trails run through the Sherburne National
Wildlife Refuge and Sand Dunes State Forest. The Refuge has a
total of 8.3 miles of hiking/cross country trails and the State Forest
has 65 miles of multi-use trails that include the following:
 5 Miles Hiking/Cross Country Skiing
 4 Miles Hiking
 29 Miles Horseback
 4 Miles Mountain Biking
 23 Miles Snowmobiling

Sherburne and Isanti
County are working to
develop several proposed
trails in the region.

Existing and Planned County Trails
The Great Northern Trail is currently installed and paved through
the City of Elk River. Sherburne County has been successful in
solidifying land for the extension of this trail from Elk River to
Zimmerman. The County will continue to work on converting the
old railroad corridor into a paved trail up to the City of Princeton.
Two east/west roadside trails to and through the Sherburne
National Wildlife Refuge have also been identified by Sherburne
County stemming from the Great Northern Trail corridor
connecting to 184th Street. The County has also identified a trail
corridor around Lake Fremont running through Grams Park. The
Board can partner with the County to accelerate the planning
process and offer volunteer time for the promotion of these trails.
Isanti County currently does not have existing paved trails in the
planning region. The County has identified future trails in their
2008 County Parks and Bike Path Master Plan which are shown on
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the Preliminary Regional Trail and Open Space Corridor Map. The
north/south corridor has been identified as a highly suitable route
because it has minimal traffic on the road with no shoulder. The
County has also identified two connections to the City of
Zimmerman along 261st Ave and to the Sherburne National Wildlife
Refuge along 293rd Ave.
Existing and Planned City/Township Trails
As indicated on the Preliminary Regional Trail and Open Space
Corridor Map, there are few existing trails in the region. Baldwin
Township and the City of Princeton have placed sidewalks along
specific portions of residential development. The City of Princeton
has a walking trail from Rum River Drive to 313th on the old
railroad bed. This will eventually be part of the Great Northern
Trail. A bike route trail is shown along the shoulder of County Hwy
5 in Baldwin Township.
The City of Princeton owns a small water treatment facility located
immediately south of Rum River Drive (within the former railroad
bed) that can be used as a future trailhead. The City installed
bathrooms and a drinking fountain in for future trail users. There is
also a small parking lot that has room for expansion. Town Hall
Park can also serve as a rest area with bathroom facilities along the
railroad bed in Baldwin Township.
Proposed trails in the region make key connections to parks,
schools, natural resource areas, lakes, and future County trails to
provide an interconnected system. Residents and visitors have the
option to recreate along a short loop or connect to a more
regionally significant trail for greater distance. City and Township
trails also provide users the option to bike or walk to local
destinations providing the opportunity for healthy activity. Users
also will have a choice to use their automobile less and save money
on the ever increasing cost of gas.

Proposed trails in the
region are designed to
create an interconnected
system linking together
parks, schools, natural
resource areas,
businesses, and existing
trails.

The proposed trails are mostly along roadsides on a paved shoulder
in the existing right of way or within a potential easement. Proper
signage should be implemented to designate bike routes and
educated drivers to use caution and share the road.
Board Potential Regional Trail Projects
The Board will work to partner with the County agencies in
developing their identified trails. In addition, the Board has
identified six projects that would be regionally significant:
1. An east/west trail within the easement of Hwy 95 would
connect east to Cambridge and west to St. Cloud.
2. A north trail connection to Milaca along Hwy 169. The
corridor could potentially utilize the old railroad bed that
runs parallel to Hwy 169.
3. A riverwalk loop from downtown Princeton to "Roger E.
Smith" Park in Baldwin Township. This loop would provide
canoe access to the Rum River and encourage economic
activity with its close relationship to the downtown
business district.
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4. A short north/south trail along 184th St would connect
from Hwy 95 to the proposed Sherburne County trail at
the County limits. This connection would provide users
along the proposed Hwy 95 trail corridor access into
Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge. This corridor would
also connect Greenbush Township to Blue Hill Township
and offer residents in the Wild Run Development access to
a larger trail system.
5. An east/west connection in Baldwin Township would run
along 293rd Avenue connecting from the proposed Isanti
County trail to a proposed Sherburne County Trail that
would give users access to Sherburne National Wildlife
Refuge. The Board identified trail portion would also
connect into the proposed Baldwin Township trail system.
The Board can partner with Baldwin Township to
encourage the development of the trail.
6. An east/west connection in Livonia Township would run
along 261st Ave connecting proposed trail corridors in
Isanti County to proposed trails in Sherburne County. This
local connection provides access to Hunter Lake and Grams
Regional Park within Livonia Township. The Sherburne
County portion of trail along this corridor would connect
into the Sand Dunes State Park trail system.
The Board will strive to create the identified trail connections as off
road trails either as a stand alone project or in conjunction with a
road reconstruction project. In the meantime, the Board can
explore options to develop these trail corridors as on road bike
routes until off road accommodations can be developed if feasible.
The proposed projects will eventually link the participating
jurisdictions into one interconnected system. In order to
accomplish this plan, the Board can partner with MnDOT, MnDNR,
Counties, Cities, Townships, School Districts, Historical Societies,
and local landowners to gain connections among the region.
Snowmobile Trails
Multiple area snowmobile clubs maintain over hundreds of miles of
snowmobile trails throughout the Rum River region. By state law
snowmobiles with metal traction devices (a.k.a. "studs") are
banned from paved public trails, except as otherwise provided by
the government with jurisdiction over a trail. Wherever possible,
parallel trails adjacent to the paved surface can be developed to
accommodate snowmobiles with studs. As future planning
continues, the Board should collaborate with local snowmobile
clubs.
HISTORICAL STRUCTURES

Along the Great Northern Railway line in Princeton lies the Great
Northern Depot. This 1902 sandstone building is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. James J. Hill, a railroad
executive, worked with local business owners to build a line from
Elk River to Duluth passing through Princeton.

Regional Trail and Open Space Corridor Plan 15

Historic Depot in Princeton, MN
Photo by: Historic Mille Lacs
County Historical Society

The depot is now the home of the Mille Lacs County Historical
Society Depot Museum. Five period railroad cars from 1924-1963
are placed adjacent to the building for visitors to explore. The first
schoolhouse in Mille Lacs County of 1856 is located next to the
depot. In 2010, the Depot was listed as one of the ten most
endangered historic places in the state by the Preservation Alliance
of Minnesota. The structure needs a new roof, new electrical
system and other renovations to stay open. The Historical Society
hopes that the publicity on the endangered list will help in
fundraising efforts.
Local citizens worked on developing an historic walking tour of
downtown Princeton in 2007. This walking tour map can be found
in Appendix B. Over fifty points of interest have been mapped in a
7 x 7 block area showcasing an array of historic churches,
residences, and businesses.
In Spencer Brook Township, an historic country school remains.
The first schoolhouse in the county was built between 1874-1877.
The county received a preservation grant in 2009 from the
Minnesota Historical Society to renovate the school in addition to
funds from Isanti County and private donations to restore the
foundation, hardwood floors, roof, plaster, paint, insulation and
electrical work.

Spencer Brook School Photo
by: Isanti County Historical
Society

Enhancing and planning for
water resources and
natural communities is
equally as important as
considering roadways,
utilities, and pipelines in a
community.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Green infrastructure is the network of water resources (rivers,
lakes, wetlands), upland natural communities (forest, prairies,
grasslands) and the corridors that connect these resources.
Maintaining and enhancing these ecological resources is equally
important when communities consider land use changes such as
"Grey Infrastructure," which is the network of roadways, pipelines,
power lines, storm sewers, and utility lines in a community. Many
benefits can result for a region that is proactive in planning for its
green infrastructure.
First of all, there is an improved focus by partner and non-profit
organizations (MnDNR, MnDOT, Cities, Townships, and Counties) to
intentionally plan for land use change and transportation
investments that result in a sustainable development pattern. The
Board is striving to create a more informed planning process
among these groups in order to achieve parkland acquisitions, open
space protection, and trail alignments that fit into a bigger system
of interconnected open space, transportation corridors, and
development. In a Wilder Research survey published in 2010, 97%
of Princeton residents felt that it was essential to preserve natural
spaces and critical environmental areas. Only two thirds of
residents felt this was actually occurring however.
Planning for Green Infrastructure also protects ecosystem functions
such as water quality, wildlife habitat, carbon sequestration, air
quality, and stormwater infiltration. This Plan serves as a guide for
open space protection and preservation in the region's jurisdictions.
Because open space preservation is generally pursued over a
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long period of time, through many successive administrations, it is
imperative that a comprehensive plan like this one be in place to
assure continuity and policy consistency.

Other benefits of proactively planning for green infrastructure
include enhanced property values and the protection of viewsheds
that increase the attractiveness and character of the community. 2
The MnDNR has mapped out outstanding quality natural resources
areas and interconnected corridors. These results have been
included on the Preliminary Regional Trail and Open Space Plan.
The Board will work with the MnDNR to designate trail connections
with natural resource connections that are mutually beneficial.
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT PROCESS
Planning for a trail, park, and open space system presents a vision
for the region and an opportunity for community members to come
together for a common purpose. Early public involvement can be a
key success factor for implementation as greater ownership is
obtained by local residents and business owners. With this in
mind, the process for creating this Plan was heavily influenced by
public participation through the following steps:
Establishment of a Diversified Planning Board
The formation of the Board was the first step of bringing
community members to one place for the development and
implementation of this Plan. Initial meetings were held with the
City of Princeton and the townships of Wyanett, Blue Hill, Spencer
Brook, Greenbush, Baldwin, Princeton, and Livonia. The feedback
given at these meetings informed the foundation of the mission,
vision, and goals the Board agreed upon.

2

Effects of Off-Street Bike Trails on Home Values in Hennepin County, Minnesota,
University of Minnesota, Jennifer Shillcox, April 28, 2003
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The Board has utilized
many public participation
techniques to create
awareness and support of
their efforts.

The Board currently consists of representatives from the Townships
of Greenbush, Baldwin, Princeton, and Livonia, the City of
Princeton, and the Princeton School District #477. The Board is
supported by the Princeton Area Visionary Committee (PAVC) which
is also made up of volunteer residents and businesses. As the
Board has gained momentum fellow businesses and organizations
have become involved in the planning process such as the
Princeton Chamber of Commerce, Rum River Health Services, the
Civic Betterment Club, and Fairview Northland Medical Center. The
Board has taken measures to invite the public to participate and
become involved in their efforts.
Press Release
The Board sent out a press release announcing its official formation
and invited the local public to attend its monthly meetings. The
Board also encouraged the community to participate in National Get
Outdoors Day.
Website
Once the Board was officially formed, member Dave Patten worked
to create a webpage with the latest information, joint planning
agreement, meeting dates, and maps to keep interested public
informed. In the age of social networking, sites such as Facebook,
Twitter, and other social media websites may be used to build
support for the group's efforts or a specific building project of a
trail segment. http://www.pa-vc.org/4RBoard.html
Solicit Feedback at Public Events
The Board hosted a booth in partnership with the Princeton Area
Visionary Committee (PAVC) at two local events including the Mille
Lacs County Fair and the Princeton Chilifest. The booth displayed a
preliminary draft map of the Park, Trail, and Open Space inventory
for public comment as well as promotional material visitors could
take home. The Board will continue to attend fairs, farmer
markets, and community events that provide opportunity for public
outreach and input.

The Board went to
participating jurisdiction
community meetings to
obtain public feedback on
their goals and mission in
Fall 2010.

Short Presentations and Promotional Materials
Once the Board had completed their inventory of existing
resources, members solicited public input. During the Fall of 2010,
the Board went to the following groups to obtain public feedback
reaching approximately 120 citizens:
 Greenbush Township Board (Oct. 11, 2010)
 Princeton Chamber of Commerce (Oct. 12, 2010)
 Baldwin Township Park Board (Oct. 19, 2010)
 Livonia Township Park & Town Board (Oct. 25, 2010)
 Princeton Township Planning Commission (Nov. 1, 2010)
 City of Princeton Economic Development Authority (Nov. 18,
2010)
 ISD #477 School Board (Nov. 23, 2010)
Promotional material was distributed to inform the public of the
group's goals, mission, and project timeline. A mapping exercise
utilizing Geographic Information Systems (GIS) was used to discuss
trail routes and open space preservation lands in each community.
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This gave the public a close up view of areas of interest and a big
picture perspective of the regional system.
The draft Plan will be presented to these groups to obtain
feedback and solidify the trail and open space system map. In the
future, a more detailed design of trail alignments will require public
open houses, workshops, and meetings with individual landowners.
Feedback received at these public presentations can be found in
Appendix C.
PRELIMINARY REGIONAL TRAIL AND OPEN SPACE
CORRIDOR MAP
The overall map presents a "big picture" interconnected concept of
trails, parks, and open space. The system connects to important
destinations such as public parkland, schools, lakes, historic
structures, Princeton's Downtown, workplaces, and open spaces.
The more types of land uses the corridor connects, the greater
interest and recreational opportunity exists for residents,
businesses, and visitors.

Having a well defined vision
in place creates a useful
planning tool for the
region.

Open space located within the potential greenway corridors
identified on the map should be considered for conservation and
restoration. The focus of these lands should be for protecting
ecological resources and providing ecologically sensitive trail
corridors. The protection of open space also adds to the character
and appeal of the region. Communities can encourage a
development pattern that emphasizes orderly growth and allows
for harmony with the natural environment, as well as protecting
property values well beyond the open space itself.

The first step to preserving open space and building a greenway
system is to have a well defined plan in place. A trail and open
space plan is the tool that will enable the region's local units of
government to pursue open space preservation and trail
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development in a systematic, cost-effective manner that best meets
its social needs and protects natural resources. It is also a “wish
list” that articulates the community’s vision of its future. The
following map can be used as a guide to finalize a regional plan
with all participating jurisdictions and interested parties.
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Chapter 3: Design Considerations
ADDRESSING PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS
Throughout the public outreach process questions were raised by
community members from the area. Addressing and mitigating
these concerns and perceived negative impacts of this plan is a
high priority throughout the planning and design process. The
sections below describe the concern along with ways to positively
address the challenge.
OBTAINING LAND FOR A TRAIL CORRIDOR

Trail easements allow
private landowners to keep
their property but allow
scenic enjoyment of the
region.

One question raised was if a government entity had the ability to
take land for the development of a trail. During the planning
stages, private landowners will be consulted to determine if they
are willing to providing a trail easement on their property. The
landowner will still own this land but will allow the use of a public
trail and keep the corridor free from development. The trail corridor
remains the property of the owner and can be sold or disposed of
but the trail easement is in perpetuity. The easement agreement
can be donated or sold for its appraised value to a trail group, city,
or public agency. Donations of land or development rights are
typically tax deductible.
Landowners should be consulted in the early stages of planning a
specific trail alignment. Landowners must have a place to express
themselves and be heard as common fears and concerns are
present and prohibit the development of a corridor in some cases.
By actively listening to landowners and striving to provide solutions
corridors can be established.
Charles Ruen, a farmer and landowner, initially petitioned against
the Root River Trail near Lanesboro, MN that crossed his property.
He later came around to the idea and is now making profit through
a bed and breakfast he opened due to the trail's success. He
encourages other landowners by stating; "I'd reassure them. It's
been good-I'll have to say that. It's brought a lot of benefit to this
part of southeastern Minnesota. It far exceeded what I thought
would happen around here."3
Landowners may also express concern over being liable for a
recreational injury on their land. The good news for landowners is
that Minnesota has enacted the Recreational Land Use Immunity
Statue that provides private landowners with a general shield on
liability for injuries that occur where an owner allows written or oral
use of the land without charge for recreational purposes. First, the
landowner is not responsible for keeping the land safe for
recreational use or warning recreational users of any dangerous

3

Trails Mean Business, Ed Hensley, Rails to Trails Summer 2004, p.16-19
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condition on the land. Second, the owner owes no duty of care
toward persons using the land for such purposes except to willfully
cause injury.
PRIVACY

Whenever possible the regional trail will be located on public
property that will potentially include state/city/county road right-ofway, city/county/township park land, and other publicly owned
parcels. When a trail segment runs adjacent to or through a private
property, the Board will work with property owners during the
design development phase to determine the most appropriate
method for preserving privacy along the trail. Many techniques
have been used to create privacy such as planting a vegetative
screen, or installing a fence to increase privacy of adjacent
properties.
SAFETY

When new trails are proposed, a common concern of adjacent
property owners is the potential effect on their safety. Some
landowners may view the trail as a new public access to their
property which could allow "undesirable" visitors. Taking these
landowners on a tour of a similar trail project could comfort these
fears as many times crime or trespassing is not an issue.

Parks and trails are among
the safest places to be.

In general, some landowners also fear that trail users will trespass
on their property to find phones, restrooms, or trail exits. Proper
planning can reduce the potential for these problems. Locating
maps along the trail corridor showing parking lots, trailheads,
emergency telephones, restrooms, and drinking fountains help trail
users to plan accordingly.
According to national crime statistics, parks and trails are among
the safest places to be - people are two to three times safer on a
trail than in a parking lot, on the street, or even inside their own
homes. Further, the study reproduced letters from twelve law
enforcement agencies that have had positive experiences with the
trails in their jurisdictions.4
There have not been any reports of personal or serious crimes
along many Minnesota regional trails and proactive measures are in
place to maintain this level of public safety. Trail users effectively
form a defacto citizen patrol that is willing and ready to call 911
and report any suspicious activity. Research shows that criminals
are aware of trail user’s willingness to report suspicious activity,
and therefore, avoid areas with popular trails.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

In all aspects of planning and operations, the construction
documents should demonstrate energy conservation, implementing
sustainable design and construction practices, and employing

4

Rails-To-Trails Conservancy, Rail Trails and Safe Communities (Washington, DC:
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, 1998)
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environmentally responsible operational practices. The following
discussion describes measures that can be taken to minimize or
avoid environmental impacts.

Red-shouldered Hawks used to
be the most common hawk in
North America but they are
now considered a rare and
declining species.
Unfragmented forests
associated with streams are
critical habitat for these hawks.
Photo by Dan Helgeson.

Strategic measures can be
taken to minimize the
impact of trail development
on local ecosystems.

Wildlife and Fisheries
Potential impacts to wildlife and fisheries could be minimized or
possibly avoided by:
 Locating the trail in areas that provide minimal habitat
value such as lawns, landscape areas, and impervious
surfaces.
 Types that provide habitat value (forest, prairies,
wetlands).
 Minimizing the number of trail crossings over water
resources (wetlands, creeks, rivers) and maximizing the
distance (buffer) between the trail and the resource to
minimize habitat fragmentation.
 Managing surface water run off volumes and rates and
implementing best management practices in accordance
with applicable rules and regulations to minimize impacts to
water quality.
Woodlands
Woods/forest areas within the region provide many benefits such
as sequestration, and improved air and water quality. The impact
to woods/forest would be minimized by:
 Placing the final trail alignment to avoid individual trees to
the greatest extent practical.
 Protect preserved trees located in the immediate vicinity of
trail construction with tree protection fencing around the
root protection zone (approximately 5 feet beyond the
identified drip line of the tree).
 Replacing individual trees that are removed by planting
new trees in the immediate vicinity of the tree removal
location.
Wetlands
Should wetland impacts be unavoidable, wetland replacement in
the area, watershed, or wetland banking options must be explored.
Replacement location sequencing should meet local standards
(following these principles in descending order: avoiding,
minimizing, rectifying, reducing, and replacing the wetland) as
discussed below:
 Wetland impacts can be largely avoided by selecting trail
alignment alternatives that do not impact wetlands or
constructing the trail on an elevated boardwalk through
wetland areas.
 Wetland impacts can be minimized by locating the trail
along the upland edge of wetland areas, minimizing the
length of the trail through wetland areas, and minimizing
the width of the trail through wetland areas.
 Wetland impacts due to construction (i.e., not the final trail
surface and shoulder area) can be restored.
 Generally, wetland replacement should replace, at
minimum, the impacted wetland(s) lost functions, values,
and community type.
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Additionally, indirect impacts to wetlands should be
minimized by focusing on the following strategies:
protection of recharge areas, maintain drainage area for
wetlands, promote infiltration and/or filtration of surface
runoff prior to reaching wetlands, and establish and
maintain buffers of native vegetation that meet or exceed
the local standards.

Floodplains
Trail compliance with floodplain regulations are largely dependent
on the trail type chosen. An at-grade or boardwalk trail would be
consistent with MnDNR requirements and not involve creation of
compensatory flood storage. The concern with an at-grade trail is
with the potential for frequent flooding and maintenance. A raised
trail would require fill in the floodplain which in turn would require
a No Rise Certification from the MnDNR and extensive modeling of
the proposed fill area. Communities will have to judge the added
value and maintenance capacity of developing any trails within
floodplain areas.

Boardwalks can be inspiring
places to recreate and to view
birds and wetland organisms
first-hand.

If trail routes within floodplains are considered such as areas along
the Rum River and Battle Brook, these segments should be
designed and constructed in conjunction with stream restoration
work to minimize potential construction impacts to water and
natural resources in the floodplain.
Erosion and Sediment Control
Because construction of the anticipated projects would likely disturb
more than one acre of land, an application for a National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for
Construction Activities would be submitted to the MPCA. This
permit requires the applicant to develop a Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) which includes both temporary and
permanent erosion and sediment control plans; the NPDES permit
also requires the applicant to perform inspections and maintain
inspection records. Erosion and sediment control plans would also
be submitted to the City, Township, and/or County for review and
approval.
Erosion control measures to be used during construction are
expected to include rock construction entrances, floating silt
curtain, silt fence, rock ditch checks, temporary sediment traps,
biorolls, riprap, inlet protection, temporary seeding and mulch.
Initially, these erosion control devices would be placed at the
downstream end of the construction limits; the devices would be
installed prior to the start of any land disturbing activity. Additional
devices as noted on the construction drawings may be added as
construction progresses. The devices would be maintained as
directed under permit requirements to maintain their effectiveness.
Within the timeframes stipulated in approved plans, graded areas
would be paved; seeded and mulched; or covered with fiber
blankets, stabilization mats, or sod. Erosion control devices would
remain in place until site stabilization has been achieved and
vegetation has been reestablished.
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Surface Water Runoff
Permanent strategies to control erosion and manage stormwater
would include the direction of runoff to grassy swales, ponds, and,
if supported by onsite soils, stormwater infiltration areas where the
water can infiltrate.

Best Management Practices
(BMPs) can be utilized in
conjunction with trail
development to manage
and treat stormwater
runoff.

A variety of Best Management Practices (BMPs) can be utilized. The
potential permanent controls to manage and treat the runoff from
proposed trails may include:
 Raised boardwalk trail which greatly minimizes the
impervious surfaces for trail sections adjacent to water
resources
 Grass filter strips and other vegetated buffers
 Mulching
 Erosion control blanket
 Expansion/modifications to existing regional facilities
 Pervious/porous pavement
 Depressed infiltration and bioretention areas
Litter
Trash receptacles will be located at several locations along the trail,
typically at access points and rest stops. Dog waste pick-up
stations should be considered at these same locations. The
managing entity will need to consider a management program to
empty and dispose of litter once a week or as needed.
NOISE

For all the planned trails shown on the Map that are potential Board
projects, no motorized use of the trail is allowed thus significantly
decreasing noise emissions. Trail uses that are allowed include
walking, running/jogging, bicycle riding, skateboarding,
rollerblading, cross-country skiing, bird watching, and dog walking.
Snowmobiling is a popular recreational activity in the region.
Snowmobile routes have been designated on a separate map. The
Board can work with the local snowmobilers club to identify
corridors that could allow for snowmobiling uses while still
preserving the character of non-motorized trails.
MAINTENANCE

A volunteer maintenance
program is currently active
for the Livonia Township
Park System.

Who will maintain the trail and will my taxes be raised to maintain
it? This question was posed a few times by the public. Depending
on the category of trail (federal, state, local) the managing
authority will defer. For example the completed portion of the
Great Northern Trail in Elk River is managed and maintained locally
by the City of Elk River. Each year the City approves their
operating budget and trail maintenance is included in that budget.
This is a relatively minimal expense for the City compared to other
operations. In some cases, if the trail is regionally significant it
can qualify for a state trail designation and funding. Thus, the
Minnesota DNR may oversee and maintain the trail.
Livonia Township has utilized a volunteer system to maintain its
parks. Local park board members divide up maintenance tasks and
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rotate once a month. Members check in on park facilities and
complete tasks as needed such as raking leaves, painting, and
mowing. Local residents can become involved in caring for their
communities by participating in a volunteer maintenance program
for nearby trail, park, and open space facilities.
TRAIL BENEFITS
Addressing public concerns is always part of the planning process,
yet it is also important to educate the public on the many benefits
of trail development and open space preservation. Below are some
examples of other successful trail projects and quantified economic
benefits.
LOCAL ECONOMIC BENEFITS

The literature on the economic benefits of trails and greenways
shows substantial evidence that these facilities have a positive
impact on local economies. Communities across the U.S. are quickly
realizing the potential of local trails and their ability to stimulate
recreation and related industry spending and employment as well
as generating demand for day-of-use expenditures. The proximity
of the trail to population, employment, and commercial centers will
maximize its ability to positively impact the local economy and may
cause growth activity in a variety of industries such as:









Many businesses have
realized a significant
financial benefit from trail
development in their
communities.

Downtown Lanesboro, MN has
become a popular tourist
destination

Lodging
Bike Sales/Rentals
Restaurants/Cafes
Outdoor Equipment Retailers
Clothing Stores
Tourist and Souvenir Shops
Travel Industry
Food/Grocery Stores

People who use trails will expend personal income to purchase
bicycles, buy running shoes, acquire related clothing and
equipment, obtain food and drinks for their excursions, and stay in
local lodging for overnight visits. Examples of US trails and
greenways that have jumpstarted a local economy are abundant
and a few are listed below:


The 60-mile Root River State Trail runs through Lanesboro,
MN southeast of Rochester, MN. As the trail was in the
works, community leaders began renovating the historic
downtown and offering incentives to business owners to
set up shop. Eateries, art museums, gift shops, and a
theater have transformed the downtown and catered to
trail visitors. For the town of only 788 people, Lanesboro is
now a popular tourist destination with the slogan of Bed
and Breakfast Capital of Minnesota and a premiere arts and
culture destination. The local Chamber of Commerce
representative, Julie Kiehne states "Before the trail
Lanesboro was nearly a ghost town." Visitor spending at
trailside businesses in Lanesboro alone totaled $1.5 million
in 2000. The community has also been proactive in
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marketing local art festivals and events such as the
Candlelit Cross Country Ski Event. The trail is also
benefiting neighboring towns.5

Bicycle shop that was
developed from the success of
the Little Miami Scenic Trail.



The Little Miami Scenic 78 mile Trail in Ohio is where
visitors spend an average of $13.54 per visit on food,
beverages, and transportation to the trail. An estimated
$227 per person is spent on other goods and services each
year. The regional area experiences approximately $2
million annually in revenue.6



The Mineral Belt Trail in Colorado consist of 11.6 miles that
saw a 19% increase in sales tax revenue within months of
the trail opening. Many local businesses have reported
that they are servicing visitors who are in the area
specifically to ride the trail.7



The Mispillion River Greenway in Delaware is a 1 mile
stretch along a downtown riverway of the Mispillion River.
Since the trailway has opened a net gain in new businesses
with more than 250 people are now working in a small
downtown setting that was nearly vacant 10 years prior.8

5

Trails Mean Business, Hensley, Ed, Rails to Trails Summer 2004, p.16-19
Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Governments, Trail Users Study, Little
Miami Scenic Trail, 1999 p. 15-32.
7
Enhancing America's Communities: A Guide to Transportation Enhancements,
National Transportation Enhancements Clearinghouse, November 2002, p.11
8
Ibid, p.14
6
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In Dallas, TX the 20 mile Mineral Wells to Weatherford RailTrail completion attracts over 300,000 people annually and
generates local revenues of $2 million.9

For additional resources on the economic impact of trails and open
space on communities see the below list:
 www.railstotrails.org
 www.americantrails.org/resources
 www.trailsandgreenways.org
 www.bikefed.org/clear.htm
PROPERTY VALUE BENEFITS

Multiple studies have been conducted to determine the positive or
negative effects of trails on property values. Shown below is one
national study that summarized twelve separate studies, and three
local area studies. In most cases trails combined with an open
space greenway increased the value of properties.


Trails in conjunction with
open space can have
positive effects on home
property values and
saleability.



Another local study completed for Hennepin County stated

"The findings of this study suggest that trails alone do not
increase home sale prices, and in fact may decrease them.
However, trails integrated with open space, which
positively impacts home value, seems to increase the value
of trails and subsequently homes located close to them.
While the results of this study seem to call for the creation
of bike trails only if integrated with open space, and
actually implies that open space with trails adds less value
than open space without, I would argue that they are too
inconclusive make such a claim. This is largely due to the
limitations of this study."10
A 2003 study of home sales in proximity to trails in
Indianapolis indicated an increased premium of 3.8% to
10.5% for homes located within ½ mile of a greenway
trail.11

9

A Guide to Transportation Enhancements, National Transportation Enhancements
Clearinghouse, 1999, p.11
10
Shillcox, J. (2003) Effects of Off-Street Bike Trails on Home Values in Hennepin
County, Minnesota
11
Public Choices and Property Values: Evidence from Greenways in Indianapolis,
The Center for Urban Policy and the Environment, Lindsey, Greg, Seth Payton, Joyce
Man, and John Ottensmann, 2003.
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In Indianapolis/Marion County, home values within one half
mile of the 10.5 mile Monon Greenway Trail were 11.4
percent above the mean for the area. Home values along
the other trails in the study area were found to be -0.1
percent below the mean.12



In southwest Ohio, researchers found that residential
properties located within one mile of a trail entrance to the
Little Miami Scenic Trail, a 70+ mile multi-use rail-trail, saw
an increase in sale prices of $7.05 for each linear foot
closer to the trail.13



A 1998 study of property values along the Mountain Bay
Trail in Wisconsin found that lots adjacent to the trail sold
faster and for an average of 9 percent more than similar
property not located next to the trail.14

HEALTH BENEFITS

Lack of physical activity contributes to health-related problems such
as obesity, cardiovascular disease, stroke, hypertension, type 2
diabetes, osteoporosis, colon cancer, breast cancer, anxiety and
depression. Trails provide access to open space, wildlife viewing,
and exploration of our natural systems which has proven to provide
many mental and stress relieving benefits.

12

Ibid
The Impact of the Little Miami Scenic Trail on Single Family Residential Property
Values. Unpublished master's thesis, University of Cincinnati, Karadeniz, D., 2008
14
Economic Benefits of Trails and Greenways, Rails to Trails Conservancy, 2004
http://www.railstotrails.org/resources/documents/resource_docs/tg
c_economic.pdf
13
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Improved access and
availability to trails can
increase physical activity.

The obesity challenges continues to rise here in Minnesota as 1 in 4
Minnesotans are obese with 23% of children ages 10-17 now
overweight or obese.15 Improved access and availability to trails
can increase physical activity and provide fiscal rewards to the
entire community through a reduction in health care costs and lost
days of work.
Currently, there are very limited recreational resources and
continuous trails in the region. The built environment has a strong
effect on whether or not members of a community walk or bike.16
The Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) is an integral
part of Minnesota's health reform law that works to implement
policies and practices that create active communities by increasing
opportunities for walking and bicycling, and access to community
recreation facilities. Partnering with programs like SHIP and local
health industry professionals in the community may be beneficial in
trail development and marketing. SHIP has many resources for
promoting active communities and can assist the Board with
planning tools. Hosting run/walk events on the trail in conjunction
with community celebrations can also boost community
participation in physical activity.
COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Park and trail facilities promote healthy lifestyles for people of all
ages by providing easy free access, the ability to recreate, and
open space for mental relief. Recreation events can be offered
utilizing trails and parks that build self-esteem, team building skills,
reduce stress through exercise, and improve overall wellness.
Trails and open space give communities an essential identify and
appeal. Well-maintained and accessible systems are key elements
of strong, safe, family-friendly communities. Having park and trail
facilities brings people together on a common ground, kids and
adults alike which encourages social interaction which inevitably
strengthens the safety of our neighborhoods.

Trails provide recreational
opportunities, safe routes
to school, and an attractive
identity for communities.

Parks and open space play a key role in preserving water and air
quality, assisting in surface water control, providing visual relief and
scenic beauty, and protecting wildlife. People have the opportunity
to connect with nature and learn about ecological processes and
interrelationships firsthand in public natural resource lands. Parks,
trails, and open space also offer an attractive quality for new
residents, visitors, and prospective developers. Open space
preservation promotes communities to grow in a sustainable
manner that limits unplanned growth adding to the attractiveness
of a community. Civic identity and pride result from a diverse wellplanned system.

15
Minnesota Ranks 31st in Adult Obesity, by Madeleine Baran: Minnesota Public
Radio, July 2009
16
Public Health Law and Policy. Zoning for Healthy Places Talking Points. Planning
for Healthy Places. http://www.phlpnet.org/healthy-planning/products/
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Local schools can also benefit from having access to parks, trails,
and open space lands. Athletic groups such as cross country teams
can utilize the system for practice and potential competition events.
Teachers can conduct outdoor classrooms in natural resource areas
to give students an up close and personal experience with
ecological processes and wildlife observation. Trails can also
provide a safe place for students to walk or bike to and from their
residences, playing fields, and school.

Regional Trail and Open Space Corridor Plan 32

REGIONAL TRAIL AND OPEN SPACE CORRIDOR PLAN

Chapter 4: Funding Opportunities
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
This section identifies potential federal, state, regional, and local
funding sources giving a brief description and timeline of each
grant source.
The maximization of funding is achieved by:
 Identifying all potential federal, regional, state, and local
funding sources
 Coordinating projects with program cycles
 Aligning specific project elements with eligible funding
sources
A combination of funding sources can provide both the major
funding and matching sources needed to minimize the amount of
local funds required to move projects forward within the area.
Below is a listing of potential funding sources the Board can pursue
when feasible. Also included in this section is a chart of these
funding sources for quick reference.
FEDERAL FUNDING SOURCES
SAFETEA-LU

The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act:
A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) was signed into law on August
10, 2005. There are a number of programs identified within
SAFETEA-LU that provide for the funding of bicycle and pedestrian
projects. This 1,700-page federal funding law guarantees funding
totaling $244.1 billion.
SAFETEA-LU addresses many challenges facing our transportation
system today – challenges such as improving safety, reducing
traffic congestion, improving efficiency in freight movement,
increasing intermodal connectivity, and protecting the environment.
It should be noted that SAFETEA-LU expires in September 2011. A
new generation of transportation funding will be passed at or
around the time SAFETEA-LU expires. This new generation of
funding will likely include many of the programs that exist under
SAFETEA-LU.
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

This program authorized in SAFETEA-LU enables and encourages
primary and secondary school children to walk and bicycle to
school. Both infrastructure-related and behavioral projects are
geared toward providing a safe, appealing environment for walking
and biking that will improve the quality of children's lives and
support national health objectives both by encouraging exercise,
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and by reducing traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the
vicinity of schools.
Federal funds under the Safe Routes Program are administered by
MnDOT. The grants can be used to identify and reduce barriers
and hazards to children walking or bicycling to school (70 to 90
percent of funds), or for non-infrastructure encouragement and
education programs (10 to 30 percent). Eligible projects are fully
funded with no local match requirement.
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM

The Surface Transportation Program (STP) provides states with
flexible funds which may be used for a wide variety of projects on
any Federal-aid Highway including the National Highway System,
bridges on any public road, and transit facilities.
Bicycle and pedestrian improvements are eligible activities under
the STP. This covers a wide variety of projects such as on-street
facilities, off-road trails, sidewalks, crosswalks, bicycle and
pedestrian signals, bike parking, and other ancillary facilities.
SAFETEA-LU also specifically clarifies that the modification of
sidewalks to comply with Americans with Disabilities Act
requirements is an eligible activity.
As an exception to the general rule described above, STP-funded
bicycle and pedestrian facilities may be located on local and
collector roads which are not part of the Federal-aid Highway
System. In addition, bicycle-related non-construction projects,
such as maps, coordinator positions, and encouragement
programs, are eligible for STP funds.
TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM

Administered by MnDOT, this program is funded by a set-aside
portion of STP funds. Ten percent of STP funds are designated for
Transportation Enhancement (TE), which include "safety and
educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists,” and the
“preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the
conversion and use thereof for pedestrian and bicycle trails.” (23
USC Section 190 (a)(35)). The Transportation Enhancement (TE)
Program provides funding for community-based projects that
“expand travel choices and enhance the transportation experience
by improving the cultural, historic, aesthetic and environmental
aspects of our transportation infrastructure.”
TE funding provides 80 percent reimbursement for project
construction costs. The projects must provide a mode of
transportation or make a facility more accommodating for
pedestrians or bicyclists, be included in a local, regional or
statewide plan, and include signing in bikeway projects for
directions, permitted users and rules. These funds can be used to
build a variety of pedestrian, bicycle, streetscape and other
improvements that enhance the cultural, aesthetic, or
environmental value of transportation systems. Projects must have
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a local government or state agency sponsor, and the statewide
grant process is competitive.
RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM

The Recreational Trails Program of the Federal Transportation Bill
provides funds to states to develop and maintain recreational trails
and trail-related facilities for both non-motorized and motorized
recreational trail uses. Example trail uses include hiking, bicycling,
in-line skating, and equestrian use. These funds are available for
both paved and unpaved trails, but may not be used to improve
roads for general passenger vehicle use or to provide shoulders or
sidewalks along roads. Projects that involve urban youth corps
workers such as the Minnesota Conservation Corps will be given
special consideration.

A unit of government must sponsor the project. A 50% match is
required with a maximum of $150,000 available to any one project.
Federal funds can be used as a match in some circumstances. The
application for this program is due annually on February 28th and is
administered through the MnDNR.
Recreational Trails Program funds may be used for:
 Maintenance and restoration of existing trails
 Purchase and lease of trail construction and maintenance
equipment
 Construction of new trails, including unpaved trails
 Acquisition or easements of property for trails
 State administrative costs related to this program (limited
to seven percent of a State's funds)
 Operation of educational programs to promote safety and
environmental protection related to trails (limited to five
percent of a State's funds)

RIVERS, TRAILS AND CONSERVATION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

The Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program (RTCA) is a
National Parks Service annual program providing technical
assistance via direct staff involvement to establish and restore
greenways, rivers, trails, watersheds and open space. The RTCA
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program provides only for planning assistance—there are no
implementation monies available. Projects are prioritized for
assistance based on criteria that include conserving significant
community resources, fostering cooperation between agencies,
serving a large number of users, encouraging public involvement in
planning and implementation, and focusing on lasting
accomplishments. The Board submitted for this grant in August
2010 and is waiting to hear a response.
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is a Federallyfunded program, providing grants for planning and acquiring
outdoor recreation areas and facilities, including trails. Funds can
be used for right-of-way acquisition and construction. These funds
are administered by the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources. Half of the funds are distributed for MnDNR state
projects while the other half are divided up in three grants
programs: Outdoor Recreation, Regional Parks, and Natural and
Scenic Areas.
TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNITY AND SYSTEM
PRESERVATION PROGRAM (TCSP)

The Transportation, Community and System Preservation Program
provides Federal funding for transit-oriented development, traffic
calming and other projects that improve the efficiency of the
transportation system, reduce the impact on the environment, and
provide efficient access to jobs, services and trade centers. The
program is intended to provide communities with the resources to
explore the integration of their transportation system with
community preservation and environmental activities. The
Transportation, Community and System Preservation Program
funds require a 20 percent match.
LANDOWNER INCENTIVE PROGRAM (LIP)

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service has distributed funds to
the MnDNR provides technical and financial assistance to eligible,
private landowners within LIP project areas, who are interested in
enhancing habitat on their land for target species. A list of targeted
species can be found on the DNR's website. Contact local LIP
representatives to determine eligibility.
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lip/index.html
STATE FUNDING SOURCES
The MnDNR has several grants available through their general, trail
match to federal funding or a contribution to a project with other
funding sources. The following programs are available to local
agencies:
REGIONAL TRAIL LEGACY GRANT PROGRAM

This program is intended for acquisition, development, and
maintenance of trail facilities that are considered regionally or
statewide significant. Considerations are given to trails that
provide connectivity, enhance opportunities for commuting,
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enhance safety, trail length, amount and type of expected use, and
resource quality and attractiveness. The maximum amount
available per project is $500,000. Grants are reimbursement based
up to 75 percent of the total eligible project costs, and recipients
must provide a non-state cash match of at least 25 percent. The
program was open to applicants for the first time in November
2009. Grants are due annually in March. Projects funded must be
completed within 1-3 years of award.
REGIONAL PARK LEGACY GRANT PROGRAM

Similar to the above trail program this effort is for the
development and/or redevelopment and acquisition of regional park
outdoor recreation park facilities. As defined by the MnDNR, a
regional park should be 100+ acres with some exceptions, serve a
regional clientele and provide outdoor recreation facilities and
activities that are primarily natural resource based. A 40% match
is required with a minimum grant amount of $20,000. Grants are
due annually in March.
OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL GRANT PROGRAM

This program is intended to increase and enhance outdoor
recreation facilities. Eligible projects include park acquisition and/or
development/redevelopment; includes among others, picnic
shelters, playgrounds, athletic facilities, trails, boat accesses,
fishing piers, swimming beaches and campgrounds. Cities,
counties, and townships are eligible to apply for the funding. No
maximum amount is listed but a 50% match is required. The
application for this program is due annually in March. A minimum
grant amount of $5,000 is required.
LOCAL TRAIL CONNECTIONS GRANT PROGRAM

This program is intended to promote relatively short trail
connections between where people live and desirable locations, not
to develop significant new trails. Cities, counties, and townships are
eligible to apply for the funding. Priority is given to projects with
residential connections to state and regional facilities. The
maximum grant amount is $100,000 with a 50% cash match
required. The application for this program is due annually in March.
NATURAL AND SCENIC AREA

This grant is for fee title acquisition and/or permanent easement
acquisition of natural and scenic areas. The goal is to increase,
protect, and enhance natural scenic areas. Minimal betterment
projects are also eligible as part of the proposed acquisition and
include activities such as interpretive, educational, or boundary
signage and protective fencing. A maximum amount of $500,000
per project is available with a 50% match. Grants are due annually
in March.
COMMUNITY CONVSERVATION GRANT

The Community Conservation Assistance (CCA) program funded
through the MnDNR assists local governments in narrowing the gap
between conservation and development planning by providing
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information, financial assistance and other support. The City of
Princeton was awarded $10,000 in 2010 through this program for
the support of the Board and its efforts. At least a 25% match with
non-state cash or in-kind support to the proposed project is
required. To verify the continuation of this program, check the
MnDNR website.
SHORELAND HABITAT RESTORATION GRANT

Shoreland Habitat Block Grants are administered through the
MnDNR to provide cost share funding to counties, cities, watershed
districts, other local units of government, conservation groups and
lake associations to conduct shoreline restoration projects with
native plants, to improve fish and wildlife habitat. Projects on
private properties will have at least 75% of the frontage restored
with an adjacent buffer zone that is at least 25 ft deep/wide.
Funding for up to $100,000 is available and grant applications are
due annually in October.
NATIVE PRAIRIE BANK PROGRAM AND TAX EXEMPT
PROGRAM

This program is focused on the protection of native prairie through
the purchase of conservation easements, that allows the land to
remain in private ownership. Private landowners may apply.
Permanent Native Prairie Bank easements pay the landowner 65%
of the Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) Permanent Marginal Agricultural
Land payment rate. Private landowners can also apply for the
Native Prairie Tax Exempt Program that exempts native prairie
lands from property taxes.
REINVEST IN MINNESOTA (RIM) CRITICAL HABITAT
MATCH PROGRAM

To encourage private citizens and organizations to help fund the
acquisition and development of critical fish and wildlife habitat by
having their donations of land or cash matched from a special state
fund. First priority is given to the maintenance or enhancement of
endangered or threatened populations of native plant, fish and
wildlife species. Second priority is given to the protection or
enhancement of native ecological communities that are now
uncommon or diminishing. Contact the website for more
information: http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/land/rim.html
SOLAR ENERGY LEGACY GRANTS

This grant could be considered for the development of trail facilities
such as restroom buildings. Eligible projects would be able to
purchase and install solar energy in forms of solar electric, hot
water, and space heating within parks and on trails of regional
significance. All solar energy projects must meet solar energy
requirements from the Minnesota Department of Commerce Office
of Energy Security. A 25% match is required with a maximum
project amount of $150,000. Grant applications are due annually in
January.
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LEGISLATIVE CITIZEN COMMISSION ON MINNESOTA
RESOURCES (LCCMR)

The LCCMR makes funding recommendations to the Minnesota
Legislature each year for special natural resource projects. These
projects help maintain and enhance Minnesota’s natural resources.
These projects include recreational parks, trails and history; fish
and wildlife habitat; water resources; and environmental education.
The LCCMR process is open to all provided there is a demonstrated
public benefit. Recipients include state agencies, private nonprofits, academic institutions, local government units, federal
government, tribal governments and private corporations.
Proposals are due around April of each year or every other year.
The LCCMR processes these proposals for presentation to the
Legislature the following January. If selected, funding becomes
available the following July and is available for a two year period.
STATEWIDE HEALTH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (SHIP)

SHIP grants are available to reduce obesity and support physical
activity into daily routines such as walking or biking or using
recreation facilities. Some grants are limited to community health
boards and tribal governments. For more information and funding
availability go to
http://www.health.state.mn.us/healthreform/ship/rfp/index.html#F
unding_Allocation
LOCAL/REGIONAL FUNDING SOURCES
LOCAL/REGIONAL BOND MEASURES

Local and regional units of government have the authority to issue
bonds to support capital construction programs. These local bond
measures, or levies, are usually initiated by voter-approved general
obligation bonds for specific projects. In effect, using bonding to
finance public infrastructure improvements results in the cost of an
improvement to be spread over the expected life of the
improvement, rather than up front as the improvement is actually
made. The total amount of debt local governments are authorized
to issue is limited by their own debt financing policies. Usually,
local officials are very reluctant to issue bonds which would require
debt service levels that may jeopardize or threaten a city’s bond
rating. Funding from bond measures can be used for right-of-way
acquisition, engineering, design and construction of park and
pedestrian/bicycle facilities.
PARK & TRAIL DEDICATION FEES

Park dedication ordinances are common in many developing
communities. They are enacted to ensure that a new development
will contain enough space for parks, trails, open space and
recreational areas. Municipalities, counties, and townships can
require parkland dedication or fees or a combination of both from
developers. These fees are paid by developers as part of the
permitting process for new construction or redevelopment.
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"Cash payments received must be used only for the acquisition and
development or improvement of parks, recreational facilities,
playgrounds, trails, wetlands, or open space based on the approved
park systems plan. Cash payments must not be used for ongoing
operation or maintenance of parks, recreational facilities,
playgrounds, trails, wetlands, or open space. " Minnesota Statues
462.358 Subd. 2(b).
Land and/or cash for trails is authorized by this statute. Trail
dedication can be a part of park dedication or in some cases in
addition to park dedication. Each jurisdiction can asses their needs
to determine what is appropriate.
A local jurisdiction must have an adopted park, trail, and open
space plan to exact fees from developers. The fee must be rational
and based on the cost of the park and trail elements. Having an
adopted park, open space, and trail plan in place can also inspire
developers to consider these amenities in their planning process
rethinking the traditional suburban auto-oriented development
model. Research shows that emphasizing a pedestrian scale and
trails in new or re-development creates more attractive places to
dwell and visit.

A jurisdiction must have an
adopted park, trail, and
open space plan in place to
exact fees from developers.

It is recommended that each jurisdiction in the planning region
should evaluate their current park dedication fees and start
preparing for future development now. Residential Park Dedication
Fees were either non-existent in some townships or minimal
compared to today's standards. Commercial/Industrial Park
Dedication Fees were mostly non-existent in all but the City of
Princeton. This is a missed opportunity and should again be
assessed and seriously considered by each jurisdiction.
Park dedication fees that are clear and accessible in a city, county,
or township ordinance can greatly benefit the development of a
park, trail, and open space system. A comparison of metro and
neighboring communities was completed as part of this planning
process and can be viewed on the following page. Board Members
should review this summary with their government entity and
discuss updated fees in 2011.
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Princeton Area Park Dedication Comparison
September 2010

Jurisdiction
Greenbush Township
Princeton Township
Baldwin Township
Livonia Township
City of Princeton

Single-family Fee Permit Unit
$300
$300
$800
$1,200
$2,400/2,000(R-3)

Commercial/Industrial
none
none
none
none
$1000/acre

Nearby Jurisdiction
City of Sauk Rapids
City of St. Cloud
City of Cambridge
City of Zimmerman
Metro Average (HKGi July
2010)

Single-family Fee Permit Unit
$1,000
$1,196
$1,600
$2,500

Commercial/Industrial
$2.00/SF
none
$2940/acre
$2500/acre

City of Elk River
South Metro
Jurisdiction
City of Savage
City of Prior Lake
City of Shakopee
City of Eden Prairie

$3,400
$3,639

Single-family Fee Permit Unit
$3,230
$3,750
$5,340
$6,000

or 10%
gross area

yes
yes

or 10%
gross area
yes/ 5%
610 SF/unit
yes

6,041/acre & $5,607/acre
$7,298/acre &
$2,436/acre

Commercial/Industrial
$7,800/acre
$6,400/acre
$6,930/acre
$11,000/acre

or 10%
gross area

OTHER FUNDING SOURCES
1,000 FRIENDS OF MINNESOTA

The Board developed its origins with support of the 1,000 Friends
of Minnesota Community Growth Options program. This
organization strives to educate communities on smart growth
development techniques and connect them with planning
resources. Their mission is "to promote development that creates
healthy communities while conserving natural areas, family farms,
woodlands and water. Our programs and strategies have been
designed to promote “smart” or “balanced” growth and the
conservation of water and land." Currently, Phil Hunsicker
(phunsicker@1000fom.org) is the liaison for two Community
Growth Options communities: Princeton and Livonia Township and
should be contacted about opportunities for continual support.
http://www.1000fom.org/
LAURA JANE MUSSER FUND

The Laura Jane Musser Fund proposes to assist public or not-forprofit entities to initiate or implement projects in rural areas to
undertake consensus-based activities in environmental stewardship
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or dispute resolution. Emphasis is placed on programs that work to
manage resources with a broad range of community members and
stakeholders that are involved in both planning and implementation
of the program. Projects that strive for a hands-on grass-roots
approach to stewardship and develop a common vision for the
future are given special attention.
This program has two categories that can be applied for at
separate times. A planning assistance grant of $5,000 is available
as well as an implementation grant of $25,000 can be applied for
and must be used in an 18 month period. Grants are due annually
in November. The Board was successful in securing the $5,000
planning grant in February 2011.
INITIATIVE FOUNDATION

This program funded by the McKnight Foundation empowers
citizens in the north central area of Minnesota towards stewardship
of locally-valued open spaces and natural resources that maintain
and enhance the quality of life in their communities Baldwin
Township is currently participating in the program. For interest in
educational workshops or one of three planning programs that
provide training and resources to non-profit organizations contact
Don Hickman at 320.632.9255 or check the website at:
http://www.ifound.org/enviromental_index.phporganizations.
BIKES BELONG GRANT PROGRAM

The Bikes Belong Coalition of bicycle suppliers and retailers has
awarded $1.2 million and leveraged an additional $470 million since
its inception in 1999. The program funds corridor improvements,
mountain bike trails, BMX parks, trails, and park access. It is
funded by the Bikes Belong Employee Pro Purchase Program.
http://www.bikesbelong.org/grants/
CARGILL FOUNDATION

The Margaret A. Cargill Foundation will be releasing funding for
environmental and education projects beginning in 2012. Priority
for Minnesota projects will be given to those that connect youth
with the outdoors.
VOLUNTEERS

Residents and other community members are excellent resources
for garnering support and enthusiasm for a bicycle and pedestrian
facility, and communities should work with volunteers to
substantially reduce implementation and maintenance costs. Local
schools, community groups, or a group of dedicated neighbors may
use the project as a project for the year, possibly working with a
local designer or engineer. Work parties can be formed to help
clear the right-of-way for a new path or maintain existing facilities
where needed. A local construction company could donate or
discount services. Other opportunities for implementation will
appear over time, such as grants and private funds. Communities
should look to its residents for additional funding ideas to expedite
completion of the bicycle and pedestrian system.
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Rum River Recreation and Resources Board Funding Source List 2011
Administering
Agency

Program

Project Eligibility

Maximum Funds/
Project

Local Match
Required

Application
Deadline

Contact Information

FEDERAL FUNDING SOURCES

Recreational Trail Program

Federal Highway Trust
Fund

Motorized and non-motorized trail projects;
maintenance/restoration of existing recreational
trails; development/ rehabilitation of recreational
trail linkages

$150,000

50%

28-Feb

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/recr
eation/trails_federal.html

Surface Transportation
Program (STP)

Metropolitan Council

Bicycle and pedestrian facilities that are on local
and collector roads

$5 million

20%

August, odd
numbered year

Kevin Roggenbuck, Metro Council (651)
602-1728

Highway Safety
Improvement Program
(HSIP)

Mn/DOT State Aid for
Local Transportation

Significant reduction in serious injury on public
roads, bikeways and trails

20%

August, odd
numbered year

MnDOT State Aid
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/

Federal Transportation
Enhancements (TE)

Metropolitan Council

Bike and pedestrian facilities, scenic and historic
amenities

$5 million

20%

August, odd
numbered year

Kevin Roggenbuck, Metro Council (651)
602-1728

Rivers, Trails, and
Conservation Assistance
Program

National Parks Service

Planning assistance for the establishment or
preservation of greenways, rivers, trails,
watersheds, and open space

Staff Time

No Local Match
Required

1-Aug

Transportation, Community
and System Preservation
Program

Mn/DOT/ Federal
Highway Trust Fund

Transit-oriented development, traffic calming,
improve transportation efficiencies and reduce
the impact on the environment

Safe Routes to School

Mn/DOT Office of
Transit

Bike and Ped facilities serving schools K-8

$175,000

No Local Match
Required

15-Nov

Kristie Billiar - Mn/DOT Safe Routes to
School program director (651) 366-4164

$150,000

25%

31-Jan

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants

variable

50%

31-Jan

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants

$250,000

50%

28-Feb

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants

Holly Larson, NPS (651) 290-3003

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tcsp/links.htm
l

20%

STATE FUNDING SOURCES
Solar Energy Legacy Grants

MN DNR

Solar powered trail and park facilities

Outdoor Recreational Trail
Program

MN DNR

Trails and facilities

Regional Trail Grant Program MN DNR

Regionally significant trails

Local Trail Connections Grant
MN DNR
Program

Promotes relatively short trail connections
between destinations

$50,000

50%

28-Feb

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants

Regional Park Legacy Grant
Program

MN DNR

Regionally significant parks 100+ acres

variable

40%

31-Mar

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants

Natural and Scenic Area
Grant Program

MN DNR

Fee title acquisition/ permanent easement
acquisition of natural and scenic areas.

$500,000

50%

31-Mar

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants

Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM)
MN DNR
Critical Habitat Match

Promotes private citizens/organizations to help
fund the acquisition and development of critical
fish and wildlife habitat

variable

none

per request

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants

Native Prairie Bank Program MN DNR

Protects native prairie through the purchase of
conservation easements

variable

none

per request

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants

Native Prairie Tax Exemption MN DNR

Provides property tax exemptions on eligible
native prairie lands.

variable

none

per request

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants

Shoreland Habitat
Restoration

MN DNR

Provides cost share funding to conduct shoreline
restoration projects with native plants and
improve fish and wildlife habitat.

$100,000

3:01

October

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants

Community Conservation
Assistance

MN DNR

Promotes local conservation-focused activities in
developing communities

$35,000

25%

July

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants

Legislative Commission on
Minnesota Resources
LCCMR
(LCCMR)

Makes funding recommendations to the state
legislature for enhancing Minnesota's natural
resources

variable

April

http://www.lccmr.leg.mn/

SHIP - Statewide Health
Improvement Program

Projects that help reduce obesity and support
physical activity in daily routines such as walking,
biking, or using recreation facilities

variable

per request

1,000 Friends of
Minnesota

Promotes smart or balanced growth of
communities and the conservation water and
land

variable

Rural Initiative Program

Laura Jane Musser
Fund

Planning and Implementation grants for
consensus based activities in environmental
stewardship in rural areas

$5,000-$25,000

McKnight Initiative
Foundation

McKnight Foundation

North central area of Minnesota stewardship of locally-valued open spaces

variable

Bikes Belong Grant
Program

Bikes Belong

Corridor improvements, trails

variable

State Health
Department

http://www.health.state.mn.us/healthre
form/ship

PRIVATE FUNDING SOURCES

Community Growth
Options

Phil Hunsicker (218) 824-5095
No Local
Match
Required

November

http://www.musserfund.org/index.asp
?page_seq=6
http://www.ifound.org/enviromental_ind
ex.php

April, August,
November

http://www.bikesbelong.org/grants
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Chapter 5: Implementation
NEXT STEPS - PLAN ADOPTION
The Board approved the Plan on February 23, 2011. The Board can
annually review and update the Plan based on feedback from the
general public and local jurisdictions. Local jurisdictions and other
partners can chose to review and support the Plan so this region
can move forward in partnership on developing a trail and open
space system.
NEXT STEPS - REGULATORY LAND USE CONTROLS

A key role in managing
future development are
land use guidelines and
adopted ordinances.

Land use guidelines and zoning coupled with standard land use
policies and ordinances will continue to play a key role in managing
development, including protecting open space and trail corridors.
Each jurisdiction or the governing county has adopted ordinances
to regulate land use and development. Jurisdictions should
consider adapting ordinances that include the following types of
provisions:
 Land Use Zoning Ordinance - establishes densities and land
uses that are based, in part, on their compatibility with the
Regional Trail and Open Space System Plan
 Subdivision and Platting Ordinances - among other
provisions, establishes setbacks and protection mechanisms
for preserving natural areas and providing sidewalks and/or
trails. Provisions can include:
o Wetland protection, which defines setback and
buffering requirements.
o Tree preservation, which defines protection
requirements for trees.
o Shoreland management, which defines protection
requirements for certain lakeshores and rivers.
o Floodplain management, which defines building
limitations within a floodplain.
o Grading, which puts certain provisions on site
grading.
o Sidewalks, which defines sidewalk placement and
requirements.
o Setback requirements, which establishes certain
distances between built features and natural
landscape features.
The ordinances and land use controls provide the regulatory
strength behind the county, city, or township's management of
development. Ordinances can also provide incentives for the
development community to collaborate with the county, city, or
township to maximize the public values (open space, trails, parks,
wildlife habitat, etc.) from a private development in an
economically viable way.
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NEXT STEPS - FUNDRAISING
In Chapter 4, an array of funding opportunities have been listed.
The Board should work together to identify potential grants for the
current stage of the project. The Board should continually review
application deadlines and determine the likelihood of grant success.
Developed trail projects have combined private sector funds with
federal, state, and local sources.
The Board can also identify any service clubs or local business
owners that could be potential trail sponsors. These
representatives could hold community fund raisers or make
donations on behalf of their club or business.
ORGANIZE A DAY-TRIP TO A SUCCESSFUL TRAIL TOWN

In efforts to build support among a community or skeptical
landowners a day trip to another successful trail project can be
arranged. Interviews with representatives from the local city
government, Chamber of Commerce, or business owners can be
arranged to discuss benefits and challenges of their trail project.
Lanesboro, MN is approximately 3 hours one way and could be
explored as well as other state trails connecting rural communities
such as The Paul Bunyan Trail that goes through Baxter, MN 60
miles north of St. Cloud.
BUILD STRATEGIC PARNTERSHIPS

Creative partnerships in the
tourism and health
industries can assist in the
development of the
Regional Trail and Open
Space Corridor Plan.

Two of the most powerful new partners supporting bicycle friendly
communities are health practitioners and the tourism industry.
Both industries have the potential to offer time or money as a trail
effort also supports their agenda.
As the battle to fight adult and child obesity continues, the need to
provide affordable and accessible recreational opportunities
increases. Public health officials are advocating for Americans to
increase their levels of physical activity. Contacting local public
health workers to partner with the trail development effort can help
get the word out and gain community support.
Minnesota is well known as a national destination to recreate
among the many lakes and trails the state offers. Making contacts
with local and state tourism bureaus can also be beneficial in
building momentum for trail development. The Parks and Trails
Council of Minnesota sponsors a quarterly magazine called
Minnesota Trails. Belonging to this organization could be beneficial
in marketing a built section of trail or gaining ideas from other
communities who have implemented successful trail segments.
This trail corridor through Sherburne County will inevitably make a
connection to the NorthStar Commuter Rail Line operated by Metro
Transit which could potentially boost ridership. The expansion of
the NorthStar line is planned to connect Big Lake to St. Cloud. The
Board could reach out to local law makers to spread awareness of
the opportunity for trail transit connections. Working with Metro
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Transit and other organizations that support alternative
transportation modes could be beneficial in identifying available
funds.
MONITOR TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

The Board is made up of a wide array of township and city
representatives and this can be used to the group's advantage.
Each member should periodically inquire with their respective
jurisdiction about roadway widening projects, paving projects,
bridge construction or repair, or impending land development. Any
planning project is an opportunity to accommodate bicycles or
pedestrians in some fashion. Board members should challenge
local governing authorities and the public to incorporate pedestrian
and bicycle amenities in future planning projects.
INVOLVE LOCAL YOUTH

Utilize local groups such as the Boy Scouts to help with clean up
efforts of the Rum River or trail implementation projects.
Partnering with the local high school for special class projects could
also prove to be beneficial for the Plan development.

One model for getting young people involved in advocating for
better bicycling conditions is YBEN, or the Youth Bicycle Education
Network. Following the model established by YBEN, one middle
school in Hampton, Virginia achieved all of the following in just six
months’ time.17
• Established a bicycle club for over 20 at-risk
middle school students.
• Received grant awards of more than $13,000.
• Learned simple bicycle mechanics and maintenance.
• Attended a statewide bicycle education conference.

17

Trails from the Twenty-First Century Second Edition, Planning, Design, and
Management Manual for Multi-Use Trails by Flink, Olka, and Searns, Rails to Trails
Conservancy, 2001.

Regional Trail and Open Space Corridor Plan 46

• Worked with local planning officials to update
bike route maps for the city.
• Transported the bike maps to city hall.
• Learned about bicycle safety, rules of the road, safe
bike handling, and wearing a bicycle helmet.
• Taught other students about bicycle safety at an
elementary school.
• Participated in established bicycle events within
the region.
• Hosted a bicycle rodeo.
• Made a presentation at the local Kiwanis club.
• Received endorsement from the local school board.
• Received mayor’s proclamation of national bike
month.
• Made a presentation at a state transportation
conference.
• Received recognition in a local newspaper.
• Received recognition in a national bicycle magazine.
• Collaborated with 41 different agencies and
volunteers.
NEXT STEPS - OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION

Several strategies and tools
can be used to preserve
open space and provide
incentives to private
landowners.

Board members will need to work with local entities to conserve
specific priority open space parcels with high ecological value. The
Board can partner with Sherburne County, Isanti County, Mille Lacs
County, MnDNR, MnDOT, and Minnesota Land Trust to coordinate
efforts. Landowners should be individually contacted to discuss
their level of acceptance and potential easement agreements.
There are a number of strategies and tools that can be used to
preserve open space depending on the circumstances. These
include, but are not necessarily limited to, the following:
Direct Purchase/Fee Simple Acquisition: Relates to
purchasing the property when the parcel meets the long-term
preservation objectives of the community and the parcel can be
integrated into the larger parks, open space, and trail system.
Priority is typically given to larger parcels. With limited fiscal
resources, direct purchase is typically considered only after other
protection methods have proven to be unsuccessful.
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Conservation Easement: Restricts development of land while
permitting the landowner to retain ownership of the property. It is
filed in the public records of the property and binds current and
future property owners. The landowner may sell or donate the
easement to a conservation organization, but it is not required.
Where the easement is donated to a qualified charitable
organization, a tax benefit may occur to the property owner.
Purchase of Transfer of Development Rights: A city, land
trust, or other developer purchase the development rights to a
property, while the landowner continues to maintain ownership.
Once the rights are purchased, the land could only be used for a
specified purpose other than development. The land would
typically be protected under a subsequent conservation easement
or other protection program. Transfer of development rights refers
to protecting the natural values of one property by transferring or
selling the right to develop that property to other properties within
the jurisdiction under strict guidelines. Both of these approaches
ensure that there is no economic harm to the landowner or
developer and that the city retains its desired development density.
Overlay Zoning: Refers to a type of resource protection zoning
that is superimposed over traditional zoning to protect defined
natural resource areas while still allowing the underlying use in an
appropriate form. A flood plain zoning district is an example of
overlay zoning.
Bonus/Incentive Zoning: This is similar to transferring
development rights except that the landowner or developer rights
are used by the developer on the same property rather than
purchased by another developer for some other property. This
could allow a developer to develop at a higher density than
normally allowed if the developer sets aside land in a conservation
easement or greenway.
Clustering: Allows developers to cluster development of smaller
lots to allow for the provision of conservation easements and
greenways.
Natural Resource Protection Zones: Allows the city to impose a
buffer along sensitive environmental areas. The buffer width varies
depending on the situation, and these can be fixed or flexible.
Land Trusts: Property owners can donate their property or a
conservation easement to a conservation program. A number of
these programs exist at the local, state, and national level.
However, because of participation requirements (particularly with
regards to parcel size), land trusts are sometimes of limited use for
small parcels.
Deed Restrictions/Mutual Covenants: Establish legally defined
limits on the use of a property. They are put in place by the
property owner or land developer and are carried forward by the
owner or a legally established association. Typically, they do not
endure for more than 30 years unless renewed.
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Stewardship Program: Land management practices may be
voluntarily undertaken by a landowner to preserve open space. In
some instances, a landowner may "register" their property with a
conservation organization, thereby entering into a non-binding
agreement to follow good land management practices. A
landowner may also enter into a management agreement with a
conservation organization, specifying how land will be managed.
NEXT STEPS - DETERMINE ALIGMENT, ACQUIRE LAND &
EASEMENTS
Board members will need to work with local entities to determine a
specific trail alignment and identify potential parcels that the trail
will cross. The Board should partner with Sherburne County, Isanti
County, Mille Lacs County, MnDNR, and MnDOT to coordinate
planning efforts. Landowners should be individually contacted to
discuss their level of acceptance and potential easement
agreements and desired incentives.
Once Board members have been able to meet with individual land
owners along a preferred alignment, the group will have a good
idea of the properties needed for purchase. Identify which
properties need to be acquired through a trail easement or
purchase. Work with local agencies to identify right-of-way that
can be used and have a good understanding of the approvals
process to obtain right-of-way permission. Next, list the permits
and approvals needed from the appropriate jurisdictions. Contact
the local cities, city attorney, townships, counties, MnDOT and DNR
to create a work plan and complete list of paperwork needed.

Phasing plans are useful to
organize acquired land and
prioritize trail segments.

Next, a phasing plan should be developed to organize the acquired
land and analyze segments that will make sense to construct first.
With the Elk River to Princeton Great Northern Trail corridor
covering over 20 miles it will be necessary to break down
achievable segments as funds become available, land is secured,
and right-of-way is acquired. Trail amenities such as restrooms,
drinking fountains, signage should be considered as each trail
segment is phased.
In selecting the first segment to be constructed, it can be beneficial
to locate the trail in an area of high visibility and potential high use.
This may be in a downtown area, along Hwy 169, Grams Regional
Park, or in the City of Princeton connecting parks or other area
attractions. This allows the public, private donors, and area
officials to see dollars at work and strengthen community support
to develop remaining trail segments.
NEXT STEPS - DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION
It is important to identify who will be in charge of overseeing the
trail development process. This can be a time consuming task that
takes commitment and organization. The Board may decide to
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designate a member that can make the time commitment, work
with officials or staff from the city, township, or county.
Once the trail alignment has been finalized, detailed preliminary
design can begin for trail segments. Below is a list of resources to
serve as a guide for selecting trail width, location, how to retrofit
roadways, and design bicycle facilities. Special consideration will
need to be made for assessing environmental impact and
mitigation. Tips are also included in the following guides for
sustainable trail construction.


Trail Planning, Design, and Development Guidelines
($20, 306-page report) prepared for the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources provides years of
research for creating both motorized and non-motorized
trails. This is a best practice guide for a local, county,
regional government, or private organization. It is the
most comprehensive trail how-to design guide available
today.
www.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/trails_waterways/index.
html



Mn/DOT Bikeway Facility Design Manual (free, 74page report) prepared for the Minnesota Department of
Transportation, provides design factors and maintenance,
on-road designs, bridge and grade separations, and traffic
control guidelines.Contact MnDOT, or view the document
online at:
www.dot.state.mn.us/bike/bikewaysdesignmanual.html



Mn/DOT Bicycle Modal Plan (free, 135-page report)
prepared for the Minnesota Department of Transportation,
provides a concise review of State and Federal laws and
policies related to bicycle transportation, the role of bicycle
in Minnesota's transportation system, recent trends,
current bicycle mode share, safety, societal, and
environmental challenges related to bicycling and walking.
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/peds/modal_plan.pdf



Selecting Roadway Design Treatments to
Accommodate Bicycles (free, 60-page report), prepared
for the Federal Highway Administration, provides guidance
for transportation agencies in planning accommodations for
bicycling. Contact the FHWA Bicycle and Pedestrian
Information Center, or view the document online at:
www.bikefed.org/library.html



Guide to the Development of Bicycle Facilities ($35,
78-page guide), from the American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), is the
most-referenced bicycle facility document in the U.S.
Contact the AASHTO Information Center at (800) 2313475, or order online at www.aashto.org.
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Final design, construction document preparation, bidding, and
construction can follow once the preliminary design has been
approved. Prepare cost estimates for the design and construction
along with a schedule that ends with a grand opening of the trail
segment.
Construction documents can be prepared by a registered landscape
architect or engineer and contain specific instructions for the
contractor in building the trail. The appropriate local agencies,
which can include but are not limited to public works, utility
companies, watersheds, counties, DNR, MnDOT, and local
governments will need to review the plans and specifications before
final approval.
Bidding will most likely be administered through a responsible
public agency. An advertisement for bid will be published,
construction documents will be available for prospective
contractors, and sealed bids submitted by a set date. The bids are
opened and read aloud then tabulated to select the winning
contractor.

In a Wilder Research
survey published in 2010,
97% of Princeton
residents felt that it was
essential to preserve
natural spaces and critical
environmental areas. Only
two thirds of residents felt
this was actually occurring
however.
Implementing the visions
and strategies within this
plan will assist area
residents in achieving this
goal.

The bid administrator will ensure the low bidder is qualified to do
the work by reviewing the appropriate bonding and licenses, and is
capable to accept the award and construct the trail in the specified
schedule. Once all materials are in place, the responsible party
(City or Township) will approve the award of contract and grant a
Notice to Proceed.
During construction, an appointed person should oversee the work.
This stage of work will include shop drawing review, change orders,
modifications, and processing invoices. This phase is critical to
ensure quality workmanship and all design instructions are
completed successfully.
CONCLUSION
As the Board seeks to reach its goals, this Plan can serve as a
toolbox for the development of the trail and open space system.
Partnering with local and state organizations will enhance the
Board's efforts to accomplish its objectives. This Plan will serve as
a framework to prioritize projects, seek public outreach and
education opportunities, and pursue funding resources in order to
preserve trail and open space corridors for generations to come.
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REGIONAL TRAIL AND OPEN SPACE CORRIDOR PLAN
APPENDIX A
JOINT PLANNING AGREEMENT

JOINT PLANNING AGREEMENT FOR THE
PROVISION OF PARKS, TRAILS, AND OPEN SPACE
THIS JOINT PLANNING AGREEMENT made and entered into by and between the City of Princeton, a
Municipal Corporation under the laws of the State of Minnesota, hereinafter referred to as the City, the
Princeton School District #477, and the Townships of Princeton and Greenbush in Mille Lacs County,
Baldwin and Blue Hill in Sherburne County and Wyanett in Isanti County, Municipal Corporations under
the laws of the State of Minnesota, hereinafter referred to as the City, School District, and Townships,
pursuant to the authority conferred upon the parties by Minnesota Statutes Chapters 471, 462, 414, and
366. The purpose of this Joint Planning Agreement is to promote efficient and effective delivery of trails,
parks and open space opportunities for the use of residents in the region. This agreement supersedes
any previous Joint Planning Agreements signed by the City, School District, and Townships.
WITNESSETH:
WHEREAS, pursuant to Minnesota Statues, Chapters 103F and 462, the City of Princeton exercises trail
and parks and recreation planning authority within the City; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Chapters 366, 368, and 462, Princeton, Greenbush,
Baldwin, Blue Hill, and Wyanett Townships (hereinafter the Townships) exercise similar trails, parks and
recreation authority within the Townships; and
WHEREAS, the City and Townships recognize the value in developing one plan encompassing all
jurisdictions; and that such planning is the most logical strategy for providing recreational services to City
and Township residents; and
WHEREAS, this Joint Planning Agreement is contingent upon the simultaneous passage of a Resolution
by each participating jurisdiction adopting this Joint Planning Agreement; and
WHEREAS, this Joint Planning Agreement is intended to ensure that all participating local units of
government remain viable and thriving through the comprehensive and cooperative planning for, parks,
trails and open space.
NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority granted by Minnesota Statues above described, and in
consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein, the parties agree as follows:
I.

Authorization; Effective Date.
The City, Townships, and School District each hereby certify that authority to enter into this
Agreement has been established by a duly passed resolution of the Princeton City Council,
Princeton School District Board, , Princeton, Greenbush, Baldwin, Blue Hill, and Wyanett, Town
Boards. This Agreement shall become effective upon the signature of the authorized
representatives of the parties, and shall continue in force until such time as it is terminated or
modified as provided herein.

II.

General Purpose.
Under the enabling provisions of Minnesota law, the City and Townships have conducted trails
development activities in their respective jurisdictions. Growth in the greater area has required
these activities to help preserve the quality of life of the area’s residents. All jurisdictions
acknowledge the need for the entire community to adopt a common vision.
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III.

Joint Planning Board.
There is hereby created the Rum River Recreation and Resources Board. It shall be composed of
one (1) member appointed by each participating jurisdiction. Each participating jurisdiction shall
appoint an alternate. All appointments (members and alternates) shall be made within thirty (30)
days of the execution of this Agreement. The Rum River Recreation and Resources Board
members shall all be designated representatives from each jurisdiction that is a party to this
agreement. In the event that an even number of participants agrees to the formation of the
Board, the Board may recommend a member at large to be approved by the respective
governing bodies. The City Council, Township and School District appointees shall be named by
the respective governing bodies. The re-appointments, either at the time of expiration of term or
resignation, shall be the responsibility of each governing body as indicated by the original
appointments. Both original and successive appointees shall serve until their successors are
appointed and qualified. Board Members shall serve without compensation from the Board. This
shall not prevent a participating jurisdiction from providing compensation to its own Board
Members for serving on the Board.
The Chair and Vice Chair shall be selected by the Rum River Recreation and Resources Board.
The Board shall meet at least quarterly at such times and at such places as the Board shall
designate by resolution or bylaw. The meeting location shall rotate between participating
jurisdictions. Special meetings shall be held from time to time upon the call of the Chairperson, or
any two other members of the Board. Meetings shall be at a public location and must meet the
requirements of State Statutes for special meeting notification. The Board shall keep minutes of
all proceedings. A seventy-five percent (75%) majority of voting Board members shall constitute
a quorum. A simple majority vote of the Board members present at a meeting with a valid
quorum shall be required for the Board to take action, unless otherwise provided in this
Agreement or by law. Each participating jurisdiction and any member at large on the Rum River
Recreation and Resources Board shall have one (1) vote.

IV.

Powers of the Board.
The powers of the Rum River Recreation and Resources Board include, but are not limited to, the
following:
a) The preparation of plans that address the location of regional trails, parks, and open space
areas.
b) The creation of bylaws that govern the operations and procedures of the Board.
c) To recommend joint efforts for capital improvements in the area upon mutual agreement and
recommend the funding for such improvements.
d) The Board shall not have taxing authority.
e) Other activities that are necessary to fulfill the purpose of the Board.
f) Nothing in this agreement shall preclude a member entity from developing parks, trails, and
open space plans within their own jurisdiction.

V.

Initial Plan Approval.
The approval of the first regional parks, trails, and open space plan by the Rum River Recreation
and Resources Board shall occur only after such plan has been approved by the governing boards
of each of the jurisdictions that are a party to this Joint Planning Agreement.
Approval of subsequent amendments to the plan shall also occur only after they are approved by
the governing board of each jurisdiction.
In the event that a party to this Joint Planning Agreement does not approve the initial plan, or
subsequent amendments to the plan, the Rum River Recreation and Resources Board will only
approve and implement the plan within the jurisdictions that approved the plan. The plan will
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acknowledge the jurisdictions that approved the plan and the jurisdictions that did not approve
the plan.
VI.

Reports.
The Board as soon as possible after the end of each fiscal year, but no later than February 1st of
each year, shall prepare and present to the City Council, Township Boards, and School District
Board a comprehensive annual report of its activities.
The Board shall also prepare and present to federal and state officials such reports and audits as
may be required by law, regulation, or contract that relate to projects that include Board
involvement.

VII.

Finances.
The Rum River Recreation and Resources Board shall determine whether it needs to create its
own financial policies, if any, and if it decides in the affirmative, what those policies shall be and
shall recommend said policies to their respective governing boards. The Board shall not have
taxing authority.

VIII.

Duration, Amendment & Termination.
The Governing Board of any participating jurisdiction may withdraw from this agreement upon 90
days notice in writing to the Board.
This Joint Agreement also may be amended or changed at any time by all the parties in writing in
the same manner in which this Joint Agreement was adopted. Other jurisdictions may be added
to this Joint Agreement upon mutual written agreement of the parties.

IX.

Liability.
Each participating jurisdiction shall maintain liability insurance in at least an amount equal to the
limits of municipal liability set forth in Minn. Stat. § 466.04. Each participating jurisdiction shall
defend and indemnify every other participating jurisdiction from liability for damage claimed by
third parties, which claims arise out of the operations of the Joint Planning Board, its employees
or agents, pursuant to this Joint Planning Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by authority of the
respective governing bodies.

_______________________________________
Attest:

_______________________________________
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REGIONAL TRAIL AND OPEN SPACE CORRIDOR PLAN
APPENDIX B
DOWNTOWN PRINCETON HISTORIC WALKING TOUR MAP

REGIONAL TRAIL AND OPEN SPACE CORRIDOR PLAN
APPENDIX C
PUBLIC PRESENTATION INPUT SUMMARY

Meeting Summaries
Rum River Recreation and Resources Board
Public Input Meetings: Fall 2010 Inventory

1. Greenbush Township Town Board (Oct. 11, 2010 - 8 attended): The

group was happy with the results of the presentation and looks forward to
reviewing the plan.
Is supportive of a trail connection to & through the Kunkel
Would like to see off- road trails developed or provide a significant
buffer along a roadside.
A trail connection to the City of Princeton would be well-used.

2. Princeton Chamber of Commerce (Oct. 12, 2010 -approx. 30

attended): The group was receptive to a park, trail, and open space plan.
Several representatives from the health care industry, fitness industry, and
the Sherburne Wildlife Refuge were in attendance.
Many supportive of efforts to improve canoe access to the Rum River.
Agreed this corridor needs to be cleaned of debris/garbage.
Questions on economic development - do businesses really profit?
Yes, passed along a short report produced by the National Park Service
- included this information in future presentations.
The Sherburne N. Wildlife Refuge reported $1.4 million in local revenue
from events and visitors at the Refuge.
Lanesboro, MN was shared as a great example of how trails positively
impact area businesses.
Would like to see a connection to the lakes in Baldwin Township.
Would like to see a connection to the historic depot - is there grant
funding for improving/maintaining the depot?
Will tax dollars be utilized or increased for the maintenance of trails?
Off-road trails are preferred especially for family recreation and safety.

3. Baldwin Township Park Board & Town Board Members (Oct. 19th,

2010 -approx. 10 attended): The group was excited about the Board's
progress.
County Roads 2,19,4 have wide easements, would like to see "Share
the Road" signs to create an on road bicycle route.
County Road 45 has been widened south of CR 9, north of CR 9 will be
widened someday
Trail to Young Park
County Road 87/285th Ave offers access to Goose Lake
2002 Park Plan - connects the four Baldwin Township quadrants
New Beach at Sandy lake
Considering adding land to Vietnam Veterans WMA

Would like to create a riverwalk from Princeton to "Roger E. Smith"
Park
Have you contacted snowmobilers group? Add snowmobile trails to
the map - get from bar.
DNR - future state trail status to leverage more grant funding for the
Great Northern Trail?
BattleBrook - would like to preserve open space and protect
viewsheds.
Contact Sherburne Soil and Water Conservation District.
4. Livonia Township Park & Town Board (Oct. 25th, 2010 - approx. 15

attended): The group was pleased with the Board's progress.
Reported that land has been acquired for the Great Northern Trail from
Elk River to Zimmerman. The Sugarbush Park will connect to this new
Trail. A consultant, HKGI, has been hired to create a plan for this
segment.
Sherburne County hired Bruce Anderson as a consultant to achieve
landowner agreement for the Great Northern Trail project. Holly Reid
will follow-up with him to partner with RRRR Board's efforts.
Amy Bauer from Sherburne County has worked on obtaining SHIP
grants for the trail.
The 4 members of the Park Board are the maintenance plan for the
upkeep of the Township's Parks. They rotate once a month to care for
the parks.
MnDOT is considering an overpass across 169 connecting 245th Ave to
243rd Ave. There is potential for a pedestrian path on the bridge that
would connect planned trails on the East side of the Township to Mills
Park to the West side of the Township near the Wildlife Refuge.
Potential for connecting to the school site near 169 in Zimmerman.
The Park Board is working on getting a connection along the peninsula
on Hunter Lake.
Would open space areas be improved with native vegetation?
A member of the public who is a developer would like to get involved
in the project - may attend Oct. 27th meeting.
In support of access to the Rum River.
5. Princeton Township Planning Commission (Nov. 1st, 2010 - approx.

12 attended)
Are you looking for private or public land for the park, trail, & open
space system? Looking at both existing public land and interested
property owners.
Will the recommended policies affect the township? These are just
tools the township can choose to adopt.
ATV trails- DNR is providing, not RRRRB - this board promotes nonmotorized trails, if township wants ATV trails then they can pursue it.
Is the RRRRB the same as visionary committee? No, but came out of
the PAVC effort.
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Sherburne County is working on railroad trail - hired consultant Bruce
Anderson to get easements and acquisitions
Silver Lake - use to be great for fishing needs improvement due to up
stream land use practices which have affected water quality
Boat launch symbol on map is shown on the wrong side of Silver Lake
Make sure trail goes pass Silver Lake/connection. Silver lake is a
natural lake - property owner education is needed to improve land use
practices.
Township owns public land in a small lot on Silver Lake
VFW use to host a Canoe Derby on the Rum River - Spencer Brook was
the launching spot, moved state canoe derby due to water quality
issues in the Rum River
How will rural township get economic benefits - trail users spend
money
6. City of Princeton - (Nov. 18th, 2010)

Supportive of Great Northern Trail
Trailhead with water/park at Water Treatment Plant
Westside Rum River Drive - ped connections under TH 169; ped
overpass TH 169 continue RR bed to the North
Poppy's pizza
Luckily south canoe rental operator - Jay is working on it
New park and amphitheater - new canoe access point
Ped crossing to Riebe Park
Need good plans/CIP to ID areas so you can obtain them in the future
Baldwin/Downtown Board

7. ISD #477 School Board -(Nov. 23rd, 2010 -approx 30-40 attended of

those 8 were school board members, Rick Lahn (superintendent), lots of
kids, Jim Oliver)
Wild and Scenic Rivers - land takings? Explained the project would
work with landowners, provide education to landowners, and utilize
agreed upon easements. This would be similar to open space/green
infrastructure corridors.
No mapping exercise. Provided an overview of the work the RRRR
Board is doing and potential opportunities in working with the School
District.
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