APPROVED MINUTES
Milaca Township – Monday, February 10, 2020
Regular Board Meeting Minutes
Time: 7:00 PM

Location: Town hall

Board Members Present: Chairman Dan Hufstedler, Supervisor Rob Droogsma, Supervisor Harold
Bauer, Tami James, Treasurer, Clerk Sadie Ash and equipment operator, Dave Fransen.
Dan Hufstedler called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and the flag was pledged.
Dan Hufstedler made a motion to approve the agenda, Harold second. Motion carried unanimously.
Approval and review of January regular board meeting minutes was tabled until March meeting.
Dan Hufstedler made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and cash control statement for
February, as presented, second by Harold Bauer. Motion carried unanimously.
Rob Droogsma made a motion to approve claims and gross payroll, as presented, to be paid in
February, for January wages, seconded by Harold Bauer. Motion carried unanimously.
Old Business
Dan updated the Board and let them know that he has been in contact with a guy from Knife River to
potentially supply gravel for a specific quoted price per cubic yard to the township. The goal is to
have a consistent supplier for gravel. Dan will obtain information from Knife River and report back
to the Board.
Discussions re: to finalization of the 2021 levy continued. Went through updated budget and changes
made per recommendations and discussions had in January. Moved miscellaneous budgeted
amounts in the road & bridge fund to repairs and maintenance. Adjusted budgeted insurance
amounts to correlate with received quotes. Discussion ensued re: to the potential purchase of a
welder for the shop. Dan made a motion to purchase a new welder, Harold Bauer seconded. Motion
passed unanimously. Also, Dave noted that the tractor is in need of new tires. The board asked Dave
to obtain some pricing from Billings – Dave to obtain.
Snow tires were purchased and installed onto the dump truck and are performed well. The tires were
purchased from Steve Hass.
Dan updated the board and noted that he has been in contact with Susan Shaw at the county to
discuss the new, possible wetland regulations. Dan noted that unless dealing with more than 10,000
acres of wetland changes, then the township has the jurisdiction to manage. Namely discussion re: to
maintenance of culverts within the township right-of-ways.
The board performed their final review of the Milaca Fire Contract as well as of the Foreston Fire
Contract. Milaca’s contract increased from $13,027 in 2019 to $15,701. Sadie inquired of the derivation
of this change with Tammy P. at the City of Milaca. She explained that the increase is due to a
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significant WC claim and an increase in utilities, training & travel. The Foreston Fire contract
remained the same as 2019. Dan made a motion to approve both contracts; and Harold Bauer
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Signed both contracts to mail back to each respective city.
New Business
Road Report: Dan noted that there was not too much activity this past month. Though, after the last
snowfall of about an 1 ½” of snow, it froze shortly thereafter, causing issues with ice on many roads.
Dave has been out cutting down the ice and Dan has been sanding as frequently as possible. Dan did
receive a call re: to 110th – addressed quickly. Resident was pleased with the outcome.
The board reviewed the final recommendation for the 2021 level and solidified the fund allocation of
the levy. The total levy that will be recommended at the Annual Meeting is $150,000 with the
following fund allocation: $24,000 General Fund; $26,000 Fire Fund; $100,000 Road Fund. Harold
made a motion to approve the recommended levy and allocation of the levy as noted; Rob
seconded this motion. Motion passed unanimously.
Sadie Ash, clerk, made a recommendation to appoint election board judges for the upcoming March
2020 election. Those recommended were as follows: Sadie Ash, Brianna Hoskins, Tami James, and
Ardy Becklin. Dan Hufstedler made a motion to approve the recommended nominees, and Rob
Droogsma seconded it. Passed unanimously.
Sadie Ash, clerk, provided a reminder the board that the March elections are slated for March 10,
2020 from 5pm-8pm at the Milaca Townhall. One three-year supervisor term is up for election: Dan
Hufstedler’s supervisor position. Annual meeting to follow right after board of canvass.
Sadie Ash, clerk, also noted that the Presidential Primaries are scheduled to be hosted at the Milaca
Townhall on March 3, 2020 from 7am-8pm.
The board reviewed the draft of the postcard to be mailed out to town residents, to remind them of
the primaries, the Annual meeting and the March Township Elections. Tami James, Treasurer, to
prepare and mail out to residents.
Checks and other documentation were signed by the supervisors and clerk, as appropriate.
Dan Hufstedler made a motion to adjourn, second by Harold Bauer. Motion carried. 7:51pm.
Respectfully submitted by:

Approved:

Sadie Ash, clerk

Dan Hufstedler, chairman

