Milaca Township
Officer Meeting Packet
April 13, 2020

Conference Call @ 7pm
Dial: 844‐855‐4444
Access code: 359113#
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MILACA TOWNSHIP AGENDA
Regular Meeting of Town Board
Monday, April 13, 2020
Conference Call @ 7pm
(Per Governor’s orders, due to COVID-19)
1. CALL TO ORDER
a. Pledge of Allegiance
b. Pass the Recognition of Telephone Meeting Resolution
c. Review and approve agenda – any additions or changes?
d. Approval of previous meeting minutes: February 2020 and March 2020
regular board meeting minutes
e. Approval of Treasurer’s March report and cash control statement
f. Review and approval of claims ($10,099.49) and gross payroll ($3,002.50) Check
numbers approval tonight: 8910-8928 and claim numbers 18622-18631
2. OLD BUSINESS
a. Review list of donations recommended to be made by the residents at the
March 10, 2020 annual meeting
b. Road review originally scheduled for May 11th – likely will need to reschedule

3. NEW BUSINESS
a. Road report
b. Ditch cleaning – discuss and get plan in place
c. Need help for summer – mowing, tractor driving, etc.
d. COVID-19 – other discussion items/considerations?

4. ADJOURNMENT
The next Regular Town Board Meeting will be on Monday, May 11, 2020 at 7pm –
likely to be another conference call if Minnesota Executive Order 20-20 still in place.
Will be communicated, appropriately.
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RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE ABILITY CONDUCT OPEN MEETINGS BY TELEPHONE
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, Minnesota Governor Tim Walz issued Executive Order 20-01,
“Declaring a Peacetime Emergency and Coordinating Minnesota’s Strategy to Protect Minnesotans from COVID-19,” declaring a peacetime emergency under Minn. Stat. § 12.31, subd. 2.
WHEREAS, the Center for Disease Control has labeled COVID-19 as a pandemic illness.
WHEREAS, COVID-19 poses a risk to the health, welfare, and safety of the public.
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Health has issued guidelines and recommendations to
slow the spread of COVID-19 that include limiting social interaction.
WHEREAS, the Township provides important services related to transportation, public safety, economic development, education, and protection of property.
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 13D.021 permits open meetings to be conducted through teleconferencing if:
1. the presiding officer for the governing body finds it not practical or prudent to meet in
person because of a health pandemic or an emergency declared under Minn. Stat. Ch.
12;
2. all members of the body participating in the meeting, wherever their physical location,
can hear one another and hear all testimony and discussion;
3. members of the public presents at the regular meeting location can hear all discussion,
testimony, and votes of the public body, unless attendance at the meeting is not feasible
due to health pandemic or emergency declaration;
4. at least one member of the body, chief legal counsel, or chief administrative officer is
present at the regular meeting location, unless unfeasible due to health pandemic or
emergency declaration; and
5. all votes of the body are conducted by roll call so each member’s vote can be identified
and recorded.
WHEREAS, the Township Chairperson finds it is not practical or prudent to hold Township Board
meetings in person because of pandemic and public health emergency.
WHEREAS, the Township Board finds that public attendance at a meeting is not feasible due to
health pandemic and public health emergency and the Township Board will not have any member,
counsel, or administrator present at the regular meeting location.
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Now Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Town Board of _____________________ Township,
__________________________ County, Minnesota, will conduct meetings through teleconferencing so long as a health pandemic exists or an emergency is declared under Minn. Stat. Ch. 12.
Supervisor
Supervisor
Supervisor

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

Yes
____
____
____

No
_____
_____
_____

Other
______
______
______

Adopted this _________ day of ___________________________, 20____.
BY THE BOARD
_________________________________
Town Chair
Attested by: ___________________________________
Town Clerk
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Milaca Township – Monday, February 10, 2020
Regular Board Meeting Minutes
Time: 7:00 PM

Location: Town hall

Board Members Present: Chairman Dan Hufstedler, Supervisor Rob Droogsma, Supervisor Harold
Bauer, Tami James, Treasurer, Clerk Sadie Ash and equipment operator, Dave Fransen.
Dan Hufstedler called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and the flag was pledged.
Dan Hufstedler made a motion to approve the agenda, Harold second. Motion carried unanimously.
Approval and review of January regular board meeting minutes was tabled until March meeting.
Dan Hufstedler made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and cash control statement for
February, as presented, second by Harold Bauer. Motion carried unanimously.

AF
T

Rob Droogsma made a motion to approve claims and gross payroll, as presented, to be paid in
February, for January wages, seconded by Harold Bauer. Motion carried unanimously.

D

R

Old Business
Dan updated the Board and let them know that he has been in contact with a guy from Knife River to
potentially supply gravel for a specific quoted price per cubic yard to the township. The goal is to
have a consistent supplier for gravel. Dan will obtain information from Knife River and report back
to the Board.
Discussions re: to finalization of the 2021 levy continued. Went through updated budget and changes
made per recommendations and discussions had in January. Moved miscellaneous budgeted
amounts in the road & bridge fund to repairs and maintenance. Adjusted budgeted insurance
amounts to correlate with received quotes. Discussion ensued re: to the potential purchase of a
welder for the shop. Dan made a motion to purchase a new welder, Harold Bauer seconded. Motion
passed unanimously. Also, Dave noted that the tractor is in need of new tires. The board asked Dave
to obtain some pricing from Billings – Dave to obtain.
Snow tires were purchased and installed onto the dump truck and are performed well. The tires were
purchased from Steve Hass.
Dan updated the board and noted that he has been in contact with Susan Shaw at the county to
discuss the new, possible wetland regulations. Dan noted that unless dealing with more than 10,000
acres of wetland changes, then the township has the jurisdiction to manage. Namely discussion re: to
maintenance of culverts within the township right-of-ways.
The board performed their final review of the Milaca Fire Contract as well as of the Foreston Fire
Contract. Milaca’s contract increased from $13,027 in 2019 to $15,701. Sadie inquired of the derivation
of this change with Tammy P. at the City of Milaca. She explained that the increase is due to a
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significant WC claim and an increase in utilities, training & travel. The Foreston Fire contract
remained the same as 2019. Dan made a motion to approve both contracts; and Harold Bauer
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Signed both contracts to mail back to each respective city.
New Business
Road Report: Dan noted that there was not too much activity this past month. Though, after the last
snowfall of about an 1 ½” of snow, it froze shortly thereafter, causing issues with ice on many roads.
Dave has been out cutting down the ice and Dan has been sanding as frequently as possible. Dan did
receive a call re: to 110th – addressed quickly. Resident was pleased with the outcome.
The board reviewed the final recommendation for the 2021 level and solidified the fund allocation of
the levy. The total levy that will be recommended at the Annual Meeting is $150,000 with the
following fund allocation: $24,000 General Fund; $26,000 Fire Fund; $100,000 Road Fund. Harold
made a motion to approve the recommended levy and allocation of the levy as noted; Rob
seconded this motion. Motion passed unanimously.
Sadie Ash, clerk, made a recommendation to appoint election board judges for the upcoming March
2020 election. Those recommended were as follows: Sadie Ash, Brianna Hoskins, Tami James, and
Ardy Becklin. Dan Hufstedler made a motion to approve the recommended nominees, and Rob
Droogsma seconded it. Passed unanimously.

AF
T

Sadie Ash, clerk, provided a reminder the board that the March elections are slated for March 10,
2020 from 5pm-8pm at the Milaca Townhall. One three-year supervisor term is up for election: Dan
Hufstedler’s supervisor position. Annual meeting to follow right after board of canvass.

D

R

Sadie Ash, clerk, also noted that the Presidential Primaries are scheduled to be hosted at the Milaca
Townhall on March 3, 2020 from 7am-8pm.
The board reviewed the draft of the postcard to be mailed out to town residents, to remind them of
the primaries, the Annual meeting and the March Township Elections. Tami James, Treasurer, to
prepare and mail out to residents.
Checks and other documentation were signed by the supervisors and clerk, as appropriate.
Dan Hufstedler made a motion to adjourn, second by Harold Bauer. Motion carried. 7:51pm.
Respectfully submitted by:

Approved:

Sadie Ash, clerk

Dan Hufstedler, chairman
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Milaca Township – Monday, March 9, 2020
Regular Board Meeting Minutes
Time: 7:00 PM

Location: Town hall

Board Members Present: Chairman Dan Hufstedler, Supervisor Rob Droogsma, Supervisor Harold
Bauer, Tami James, Treasurer, Clerk Sadie Ash and equipment operator, Dave Fransen.
Dan Hufstedler called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and the flag was pledged.
Dan Hufstedler made a motion to approve the agenda, Rob Droogsma seconded. Motion carried
unanimously.
Rob Droogsma made a motion to approve the minutes for January’s regular board meeting
minutes, seconded by Dan Hufstedler. Motion carried unanimously. Approval and review of
February regular board meeting minutes was tabled until April meeting.

AF
T

Dan Hufstedler made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and cash control statement for
March, as presented, second by Harold Bauer. Motion carried unanimously.

R

Dan Hufstedler made a motion to approve claims and gross payroll, as presented, to be paid in
March, for February wages and for election judges for the primaries held on March 3, 2020,
seconded by Rob Droogsma. Motion carried unanimously.

D

Old Business
Dan has connected with a sales person at Knife River for a gravel quote. He is going to send Dan a
gravel bid for a price per cubic yard for gravel. The township will then be allowed to obtain gravel, as
needed, through the duration of the year. Dan noted he likes this option as there should be fewer
concerns re: to the consistency and quality of the gravel.
Sadie Ash, clerk, reminded the board and present residents that the March elections are tomorrow,
Tuesday, March 10, 2020, from 5pm-8pm at the Milaca Townhall. Election judges are set to be Tami
James (head judge), Rhonda Brown (addition), Ardy Becklin and Brianna Hoskins and Sadie Ash (to
assist).
The annual meeting will follow the elections on March 10, 2020 at 8pm. The Board is set to
recommend the 2021 levy as follows: total levy = $150,000; to be allocated as follows:
Road fund = $100,000
General fund = $24,000
Fire fund = $26,000
New Business
Road Report: Dan noted that February was a rather light month for snowfall, which was welcomed.
They did plow one time during the month. Most of he and Dave’s time was spent busting up ice &
hauling sand. Dan hauled a lot of sand to get rid of the ice. Not an easy task, but did their best to take
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rid the right-of-ways of the ice, with a goal of not using salt. Currently considering getting out next
week and grading all of the roads before they turn to mud. Also, Dave noted that he got a bid for the
back tires of the tractor from Billings. The bid is for $2,320.00 for new tires and the service &
mounting of the tires and completing the fluid exchange. They would come out and service on site.
Harold made a motion to approve the purchase of the new tires and Dan seconded it. Motion
approved unanimously.
The board then discussed potential days/times for the annual road review. Rob recommended
considering pairing up the review with a Monday regular meeting. The board collectively agreed.
Road review is scheduled for Monday, May 11, 2020, to start at 4pm with the regular meeting to
follow upon completion of the road review.
Upcoming events: Spring short courses hosted by MAT – March 24th in St. Cloud at the Park Event
Center, from 9am-3pm.
Town Law Review – April 16, 2020 from 8am-3:30pm at the Best Western Premier Nicollet Inn, in
Burnsville, MN. Dan is planning to attend this meeting.

D

R

AF
T

Joel Thorstad, from TDA Green Aggregate Solutions, was present at the meeting and asked to share
some information about the aggregate products his company can provide. TDA Green Aggregate
Solutions supplies and installs a product that is composed of recycled shredded tires. It is an
alternative aggregate that can be used as a one-to-one replacement for gravel and other sources of
road materials/aggregates. The cost ranges from $3-$10/yard – and he indicated that Milaca
Township, in particular, would likely fair on the lower end of that range, due to that fact that the
company is located out of Isanti. TDA has been around for 35 years and is well established. Helps
with issues caused from beavers, storm water retention and more. The board expressed definite
interest to learn more about the product – especially as alternative options for roadways is being
explored. More information to come.
A resident that lives on Ironwood Trail was present at the meeting and wanted to let the board know
that their road (Ironwood Trail) needs attention badly. The road is inverted (water is collecting in the
middle), very, very muddy and not draining properly. Dan acknowledged the concern and noted that
they plan to reshape, fix and lay material to correct.
Checks and other documentation were signed by the supervisors and clerk, as appropriate.
Dan Hufstedler made a motion to adjourn, second by Harold Bauer. Motion carried. 7:35pm.
Respectfully submitted by:

Approved:

Sadie Ash, clerk

Dan Hufstedler, chairman
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Milaca Township

For the Period :

Cash Control Statement

4/11/2020

3/1/2020 To 3/31/2020

$85,579.26

$10.99

$3,992.45

$81,597.80

$0.00

$280.50

$81,878.30

Road and Bridge

$77,490.19

$0.00

$2,621.95

$74,868.24

$0.00

$613.94

$75,482.18

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

Total

Report Last Updated: 08/29/2014

($26,518.45)
$136,551.00

Ending
Balance

Total
Per Bank
Statement

General Fund

FIRE ADMINISTRATION

Total
Disbursed

Plus
Outstanding
Checks

Beginning
Balance

Federal Community Development Block
Grants
Other Federal Programs

Total
Receipts

Less
Deposits
In Transit

Name of Fund

$0.00

$0.00

($26,518.45)

$0.00

$0.00

($26,518.45)

$10.99

$6,614.40

$129,947.59

$0.00

$894.44

$130,842.03

Page 1 of 1
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Milaca Township

Date Range :

4/1/2020 To4/13/2020

Date
04/13/2020

Vendor
Jims Mille Lacs Disposal

04/13/2020

04/13/2020

04/13/2020

04/13/2020

04/13/2020

04/13/2020

04/13/2020

Billings Service Inc.

Mille Lacs County

East Central Energy

Dan Hufstedler

Sadie Ash

Philip Peterson

United States Treasury

Report Last Updated: 08/29/2014

Claims List for Approval

Descrip on
Waste Disposal

Claim #
18622

tires; tubes; disposal; 2
mounted tires

18623

2019 assessment - for
accounting and other
assistance (1/3 - 100)
(2/3 - 201)

18624

Electric bill - March 2020 18625

mileage reimbursement
for March (36 miles road inspection)

18626

Total
$11.70

4/13/2020

Account #

Account Name

Detail

100-43240-384-

Waste (Refuse) Disposal

$11.70

201-43126-224-

Road and Bridge Equipment

$2,398.00

100-41530-301201-41530-301-

Accounting
Accounting

$2,242.00
$4,484.00

100-41940-381-

General Government Buildings
and Plant

100-41110-330-

Council/Town Board

$20.70

100-41425-322100-41425-330-

Clerk
Clerk

$0.70
$15.60

100-41960-430-

Elections (other than clerk)

$15.00

100-41110-100100-41425-100100-41510-100201-43122-100100-41110-125100-41425-125100-41510-125-

Council/Town Board
Clerk
Treasurer
Unpaved Streets
Council/Town Board
Clerk
Treasurer

$24.09
$68.85
$9.95
$47.81
$24.09
$68.85
$9.95

$2,398.00

$6,726.00

$327.00
$327.00

$20.70

$0.70 postage (mailed
18627
Dave timesheets);
mileage reimbursements
for march elections

$16.30

Moderator-March
annual meeting

18628

$15.00

March 2020 payroll tax
deposit

18629

$370.26

Page 1 of 2
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Milaca Township

Date Range :
Date

04/13/2020

Claims List for Approval

4/13/2020

4/1/2020 To4/13/2020
Vendor

Descrip on

Claim #

Minnesota Revenue

1Q 2020 MN withholding 18630
deposit

Total For Selected Claims

Total

Account #
201-43122-125201-43125-100201-43125-125-

Account Name
Unpaved Streets
Ice and Snow Removal
Ice and Snow Removal

Detail
$47.79
$34.44
$34.44

100-41425-100201-43122-100-

Clerk
Unpaved Streets

$31.21
$85.82

$117.03

$10,001.99

$10,001.99

Dan Hufstedler

City Council/Town Board, Chair

Date

Harold Bauer

City Council/Town Board

Date

Report Last Updated: 08/29/2014
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Milaca Township

Date Range :

4/1/2020 To4/13/2020

Date
04/13/2020

Vendor
Melissa Elbert

Claims List for Approval

Descrip on
Claim #
cleaning of the townhall 18631
on March 9

Total For Selected Claims

Total
$97.50

4/13/2020

Account #

Account Name

Detail

100-41940-310-

General Government Buildings
and Plant

$97.50

$97.50

$97.50

Dan Hufstedler

City Council/Town Board, Chair

Date

Harold Bauer

City Council/Town Board

Date

Report Last Updated: 08/29/2014
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Donation list as recommended to the Board by township residents at the March 10, 2020 annual
meeting:
Milaca Pantry $400
Pease Fireworks $505
MAHS $200
County Fair $400
Chasebrook Cemetery $400
Brookside Cemetery $400
Pearl Crisis Center $250
Total recommended donations = $2,555
Budgeted donations = $2,500
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